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COMMON SENSE. 



Saturday, />^. 4, 1738. 



jithird ORATION of Demosthei^m 
robridg^d \ occafwn^i by the Infults of 
F If 1 Liv upm fhe Athenians. 

Athenians, 

upon other OccaAons, admo^ 
you of fome ofthofe Miflakes 
I conceived had contributed 
luch to the prefent low Condi- 
your AiEiirs, and among the 
nuft tell you, the little Regard 
lutiL 13 paid to Matters of the greatelt 
Importatkiey in which the Publick is concerned, has 
not a little contributed ; I have obfervcd the Attenti- 
on has not lafted longer than while the Point has been 
debating, -^as foon as it was over, fome of you redrs 
to your trifling Amu femints, without the leai^ Re- 
membrance of what had pafTed, while others, the 
hired Mercenaries of fome pitiful Declaimef,. aM fent 
about to make ^Ife Reprei'entations of ThiMD^ and 
Vol II. B ta 
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a COMMON SENSE 

to cry up their Corrupter to the Skies. — Ask them 
nvhat was the Point in Deliberation, they cannot tell 
■zny thing of the Matter, but 'however fuch a one 
fpoke like an Oracle. All this while Philip goes on 
uexecutine his own Projefts, and laughing to fee, to 
what a Degree of Sloth and Folly the Athenians are 
funk. 

.IS you-aik the Partizans of thcfe Declaimerswhe- 
jbtraH tbeft fijneHarrangues, jDf,>vhich th^y boaftfof 
much, liad yet hroM^t Philip to Reafon; whether 
they had gained us any Allies Abroad, or mended 
•w^ Afiairs at Heme, they think all fuchQueftions 
foreign to the. Purpofe; it is enough for them that 
fome noted Corruptor made a fine Speech. 
•^1 don't loiow AVhat Confolation it will be to you^ 
when the Commonwealth fhall be ruined, to fay, it 
Jias been undone by fine Speeches. As to my own 
Part, I had rather fee it preferved by wife and hoijeft 
Adlions, t:han ruined by thefineft Harrangues in the 
World ;«but to tell you the Truth, there is fo little 
Reafon for this Boaft, vain and unprofitable as it is, 
that their Oratory is as poor as mean, and as faJfc as 
their Politicks ; but it would ill become me to wafte 
tjie Timein defcanting upon Words, when Matters of 
'greatliiipoftarice to tl^ Commonwealth are in Delibe- 
j^tion ; and Jet me lell you, it has been one of our 
Misfortun^ to have ocr Attention l^a^ffl!ray and di- 
jedled to. improper Objeds ; it has happened often of 
late that we have been thinking of notMog4)ut com- 
paring Harrangues at Home, wKile the Interefts and 
Rights of the Commonwealth were goii^to ruin 
Abroad. ' - . 

■' I think It is demonllrableiri theNaturcof Things, 
;:li^t Anions' muft get the better of Words. - — Afk all 
•thpre whb have fuffcred by the Violences and Depreda- 
tions* of Pkilip, what they are the better for all the fine 
^^rrangues that have been made m, this Place.— Or 
Vu pp?fcj^ou fhould confider it with Refped to your Si- 
t*pf •vy. tuation 
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COMMON SENSE. 3 

tuation Abroad, you cannot be fo void of common Ap- 
prehenfion as not to fee that Phi lip is both courted and 
feared, by thofe very States which are the natural Al- 
lies of Athens, while you are infulted and defpifcd.-— 
Do you feel no Shame at the Lofs of your Reputati- 
on ? Does it give you no Mortification to fee 
thofe States that formerly courted your Aflillance, that 
have formerly own'd that they ow'd their very Pre- 
fcrvation to your Councels and Arms, now chufe to 
defend themfelves fingly and alone, rather than (b 

much as invite you to their Succour ? What can be 

the Meaning of this ? But that they have loft all Oj>ini-', 
on both of your Courage and Fidelity ; they fufpeft, 
that if you engage with them you will fail them, an(f 
of Confequence they are better without you ; they, 
cannot perfuade themfelves that you will do that for" 
your Allies, which you have not the Spirit to a£t for 
yourfelves ; they endeavour therefore to make Alliances 
with thofe they can depend upon ; for it is certain, 
that all Nations court the Friendfhip of that People 
which they fee ready and refolute to defend its own 
Rights. 

All R^ublicks that have gone to decay have firft 
been divided into Fadlions ; we have twg Fadlions in 
this City, the one of Men who neither IHce to be go - 
vem'd by Force and Violence, nor to obey like Slaves, 
but who 4re for maintrdning that Freedom whicli their 
Anceftors enjoy 'd before them :— The other is of 
Men who are for promoting fevere Laws to keep their 
Fellow Citizens in Subje£lion, and who would efpoufe 
the Intereft ct any rhlng, either Native or Foreigner, 
that might be ufeful to them in gaining a Superiority 
over their Fellow Citizens, or enriching themfelves at 

the Expence of the Publick. You fee all thePartizans 

of Philip are olF the lall. If the Rights of Athens are 

invaded, or if your Honour is infulted, thofe who 

commit the Outrage always fmd a Party in this City to 

deny, to extenuate, nay even to juftify the Wrong ; 

B 2 and 
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4 COMMON SENSE, 

and why do they do it .? Becaufe they are Parties con- 
4Cerned themfelves ; it is the Effed of their own bad 
Owncels, that have brought it upon us ; b-fides, thev" 
know fuU well that thefe repeated Injuries will break 
your Spirits, and fit you to bear that Yoak they in- 
tended to 1^^ upon you« 

It is certain, that thofe who are engaged in thofe 
finifler Defigns have a great Advantage over the honed 
and fiiithful Part oF the Citizens, and the firll and prin- 
cipal is, that the Money that paflb through their 
Hands enables them to gain over all the mercenary 
and venal Spirits amongil you $ beiides which, they 
jcount upon the AManccofan Army to crufh all that 
ftall ftaiid up againft them :— -The Well-intentioned 
iave none ot thefe Advantages, nor indeed could they 
inake Ufe of them if they had ; befides all this, a cer- 
tain Stupor has feizM you, you feem like Men who 
tave fwallowed a large Draught of the Drug calPd 
Alandragore, which throws diofe that^ke it into a 
profound Lethargy : You have indeed your Hearing, 
and jour Seeing, but your Senfes are afleep, 4ilhcr- 
wife you would not have fufiered fuch piti^ J>e* 
idaimers tD have ruined your A^irs, and triuBij^ oicr 
you in the midft of their Iniquity. 

Philip camot be ignorant what a venal and merce- 
jiary Set of Men have had the Direction of yoar Af- 
fairs ; he defpairad of gaining any thing over you as 
lone as that Democracy in which your Strength and 
Prdervation confilled was preferved in its Purity, 
butfmce a few Men hayeufurped fo much Power, he 
knows it muft have an Efi^ft upon your Courage, 
and he counts upon it, that you are no more the fame 
Athenians vvliich he encountered at Euhea, nor are the 
States of Greece which furround you Ids fenfible of it 
than Philip. There was a Time that m their Quar- 
rels among one anotlier, your Deciiion was a kind of 
Law ; no fooner was a State injured or oppreifed by 
.another than it threw itfelf at your Feet, implored 

yovLX 
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your Protedlion, and applied to you for Jaflice : For 
as It was not the Policy of this Republick to enlarge 
ks Territories, or make fle>y Conquells, your natural? 
Charader was, that you yourfelvcs never aim'd to op- 
prefs, and at the fame Time would not fuffx^r any" 
others to do it ; you were the Terror of all ambitious 
Tyrants ; you were, in fine, the Proteflors and Patrons' 
of the Liberties of Mankind ; but now obfcrve how 
Things are changed, whatever Differences arife a- 
mongft your Neighbours, no regard is paid to you ; 
you are no more appeal'd to, as Arbitrators ; you are 
neither courted as Friends, nor feared as Enemies ; 
and fo much is the World pofiefTed wkh a Notion, that 
you have 16ft your He^ds as wdl as your Hearts, that 
another State is ftepM into that Poft which you once 
maintained with fo much Advantage and Glory ; nay 
the weakeft of your Neigl.bours nowdifpute with you 
the moll infignificant Points. It moves one's Indigna- 
tion to fee you walk with your Arms a-crofs, and, 
when any Stranger arrives frcpi Foreign Parts, to hear 

you negligently aik. What News? What is Philip 

doing ? VVhat new Violences has he committed ?— 
Another perhaps is heard to fay, have we not an Ar- 
my of Barbarians in our Pay ? Who commands it ? 

Where is it ? But if any Stranger fhould aflc 

you, what you do with your own Army, you may 
anfwer, that you have both Generals and Colonels 

as many as your Neighbours, but what Ufe is made 

of them ? Why they are as quiet and obedient as fome 

of your Priefts, you fabrick Generals as Statuaries 

do Figures of Wood and Clay, who never intend 
them for any other Ufe, than to ftand at their Gates 
for Shew. — If any Stranger will needs know what 
Service they are upon, you may tell the plain Truth, 
and anfwer, they are taking their Reft, and eating 
up the Revenues of the Commonwealth, 

I cannot help repeating to you the Obfervation 

which a Barbarian lately made of the Athenians ^--^ 

B 3 Whea 
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When he heard how tamely you bore the Injuries that 
have been offered to you, he compared you to fomeof 
thofe that fight with Fills in his Country, for (fay? 
he) when a cowardly Boxer mounts the Stage, the firft 
Blow he receives he. lies down, he rubs, and chafes 
the fore Part, but is fo far from flriking again that he , 
dares not fo much as look his Antagoniit in the Face. 

You are fenfible how much the Politicks of this 
St tc have been changed within a few Years, and by 
this Time you feel what you have got by it. — For- 
merly you held the Balance of Greece^ but now fome 
of your Orators would perfuade you, that it is a trou- 
blefome Poll and you are better without it ; formerly 
you never arm'd but to repeal an Enemy, now you 
think it wifer to expend your Revenues in maintaining 
an armed Force, not to fight againil Philips but to 
ftand quiet, and diftant Spedators of the Infults that 
are offered you ; it was then thought good Policy to 
obviate and prevent Mifchief, it is now held wifer to 
run after Events, and the befl Time to deliberate about 
preventing Evils is after they are paft all Remedy. 

Jt is (Irange that you will not examine the Conduct 
of thofe who have adminllered your Aflkirs ; it is 
^mething amazing, that you can with any Patience 
behold how differently they have managed for yoit 
and for themfelves. ■ • Does not all the World 

know that fbme of thofe who a few Years ago were 
fo poor they thought themfelves happy to keep out of 
a Prifon, are now become richer than the ancient Fa- 
milies of Athens y and Lord it over their Fellow Ci- 
tizens ? Do you not fee, do you not feel that the Com- 
monwealth, which was rich when they were poor, is 
reduced and impoverifhed ; that* we who held the firfl 
Rank amongft the States of Greece are become defpi- 
cable by their Politicks, are obliged to bend under In- 
juries and Infults, and that the very Commonwealth is 
aUnoit become a Prifoner within its own Walls. 

Icon- 
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I conjure you, in the Name o^Jnpltcr and Apollo, to 
roufcfrom this Lethargy, look mto your own Af&irf, 
there is a larger Revenue brought into your PubUck-^ 
Treafury every Year, tli: n lus been at any I'ime be- 
fore ; call thofe that h;ive managed it to a llrift Ac- 
count, fuiFvjr ft not to he vainly and profufely walked 
in eredling Edifices for private Men, and adorning 
thein at an Expence beyond the Palaces of the Per- 
fian Monarchs ; let it not be diftributed before your 
Faces in bribing the venal and mercenary Part of your 
Citizens, in order to form a Fadion to defend from 
Puniihment the moft corrupt as wdl as moft ignorant 
Set of Men that ever breathed the vital Air : Let it be 
laid out in maintaining the Riglits of the Common- 
wealth, and to recover that Poft amongft the States of 
Greece which your Anceilors held, and which you have 
loft fince your AiEiirs have been under the Dircdicn 
of thefeMen. 

You have too long been deceived b/the tempori- 
sing Speeches of cowardly Declaimers, who never of- 
fered any other Redrcfs for your Grievances except Pa- 
tience, they are always exhorting you to lie ftill inr 
Expedation of favourable Events \ but all the World- 
knows that ^vourable Events have not been wanting, 

but they have been wanting to thofe Events. They 

will tell you, it is beft to be quiet, for perhaps Vhilip^ 
may die, and then there will be an End of thefe In-j 

fults ; but I fay that Fhtlip will never die. Mark 

me well, Athenians^ I fay, as long asfuch Councelsare 
followed and &ch. wretched Orators diredl your Af- 
fairs, new Philips will rife : I fpeak it again, that till 
the Time (hall come that fomeVertue andWifdom 
(hall enter into the Management of your Afiairi.at 
Home, and fome Courage Abroad, there never wilL 
be wanting a Philip to infult you. 
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Saturday, Feb. ii, 1738. 



Ne 'vitam tranfeant, Veiutipecora ; qua Natura 

frona, atque Ventrt Qhedtintia finxit^-^^^ Sal lust. 

ASTE is now the fefhionable Word 
of the falhionable World, every Thing 
muft be done with ^oRe that is fet- 
tled ; but where and what that Tafte is^ 
is not quite fo certain, for after aH the 
Pains I have taken to £nd out what 
was meant by the Word, and whether thofe who uie 
it oftnefl had any clear Idea annexed to it, I have on« 
l^ been able negatively- to difcover, that they do not 
mean their own natural Tafte ; but on the contrary^ 
that they have facrificed it to an imaginarv one, of 
which they can give no Account. —- Tney build 
Houfes in Tafte, which they cannot live in with Con- 

veniency, they fufier with Impatience the Mufick 

they pretend to hear with Rapture, and Aey eve» cat 
nothing they like, for thje^ake of eating in Tafte. 

Not fir himfelfhe feeSy or hears , or eats^ 
JrtiJIs mufi chufe bis Figures, Mufick^ Meats, 

Pope, 

It is certain the Commandments now fo much neg- 
ledled (if not ilS^rogatedj might be obferved with much 
lefs Self-denial, than thcfe imacinaiy Laws of Tafte, 
to winch fo exaA and fcrupubus an Obedience is 
paid. 

I take 
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I take Tafte (when not ufed for the Senfation of the 
Palate, which is its proper Signification) to be a Me- 
taphor to cxprefs that JudgmenI each Man forms to 
himfelf of thofe Things, which are not contained in 
any certain Rules, and which admit of no Demonilra- 
tion ; thus Circles and equilateral Triangles allow of 
no Tafte, they muft be as they are ; but the Colours 
they are drawn in, or the Materials they are made of, 
depend upon Fancy or Tafte. — In Building there are 
certain neceflary Rules founded upon Nature, as that 
the Stixmger muft fupport the Weaker, &c. but the 
ornament^ and convenient Parts, are the Objeds of 
Tafte ; hence arifes the Propriety of the Metaphor, 
bccaufe Tafte in every Thing is undetermined, and 
Pcrfonal, as in the Palate, and all our other Senfes, 
nay even our Minds are as difterently afie£led as our 
Palates, by the falne Things, when thofe Things arc 
not of a Nature to be afcertain'd and demonftrated. 

However this Right of tafting for onefelf, which- 
leems to be the natural Privilege of Mankind, is now 
totally furrender'd even in the proper Senfc of the 
Word, and if a Man would be well receiv'd in good 
Company, he muft cat, tho' with Reludance, accord- 
ing to the Laws of fome eminent Glutton at Paris ^ 
promulgated here by the laft imported French Cook, 
wiftiing all the wmle within himfelf, that he durft 
avow his natural Tafte, for good native Beef and 
Pudding. 

The Abfurdity as well as the real ill Confequencca 
of this prevailing Afiedtation has, I confeis, excited- 
my Wrath, and I rdblvcd that the Nobility and Gen- 
try of this Kingdom fhould not go on to ruin their For- 
tunes and Confututions without hearing, at leaft, the 
Reprefentatipns and Admonitions of Common Seni^. 

Eatihg itfelf feems to me to be rather a Subjedl of 

Humiliation, than of Pride, fince the Imperfedlion of 

bur Nature appeare, in the Daily Neceffity we lie un- 

<kr oi' recruiting it in that Manner. So that one would* 

B 5 thinkr^ 
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think the only Care of a rational Being (hould be to 
repair his decaying Fabrick as fubftantially ai>d 2S 
cheap as poffible. But the prefent Fafhion is diredlly 
contrary, and Eating now is the greatefi Pride, Bufi- 
nefis, and Expence of Life ; and that too not to Tup- 
jx)rt, but to deftroy Nature. 

The frugal Meal was antiently the Time of unr 
bending the Mind by chearful and improving Conver- 
fation, and the Table-Talk of ingenious Men has been 

thought worth tranfmitting to Pofterity. The Meal 

is now at once the moft frivolous and moft ferious Part 

of Life. ^Thc Mind is bent to the utmoft, and all 

the Attention exerted, for what ? The critical Exami- 
nation of compound Dilhes, and if any two or three 
People happen to flart fome ufeful or agreeable Sub- 
jcdt of Converfation, they are foon interrupted, and 
over-powered by thecxtatick Interje£lions of. Excel- 
tent ! Exquifiie ! Delicious ! pray tajle. thisy you ni'ver 
€ata better Taking in your Life : Is that good! Is it ten- 
-der ? Is it feafot^d enough ? Woi!d it not ha've been bet* 
ierfof Of fuch wretched Stuff as this does the prefent 
Table-Talk wholly confift, in open Defiance of all 
• Converfation and Common Senfe : I could heartily 
wifh that a Colleflion of it were to be publifhed for 
the Honour and Glory of the Performers ; but for 
Want of that, I fhall give my Readers a fhort Speci- 
men of the moft ingenious Table-Talk 1 have lately 
leardand carried on with moft Wit and Spirit. 

My Lord having tafted, and duly confidered the 
iechameky fhook his Head, and then offered as his 
Opinion to the Company, that the Garlick was not 
enough concealed, but earneftly defircd to know their 
Sentiments, and begged they would tafte it with At- 
tention. 

, The Company, after proper Deliberation, replied, 
.That they were of his Lordfhip's Opinion, and that 
the Garlick did indeed diflinguifli itfelf too much. : 
lut the Maitre D' Hotel intcrpoftng reprefented, that 

they 
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they were now ftroi^r than ever in Garlick at Pa^ 
ru i upon which the Company, one and all, (aid,-— ^ 
That altered tbi Cafe, 

My Lofd having fagacioufly fmelt at the Breech of 
a Rabbit, wiped his Nofe, gave a Shrug of (ome Dif-- 
fadsfadion, and then informed the Company, that \t 
was not abfolutely a bad One, but that he heartily 
wifti'd it had been kept a Day longer ; ay, (aid Sir 
Thomas f with an Emphaiis, a Rabbit muft be i^,— — 
and ixjith the Gutsiut^, added the Colonel, or the De-^ 
'vU'wouIdnot eat it- Here the Maitre D^ Hotel Sigsan- 
interpoied, and faid, that they eat their Rabbits much 
fooner now, than they ufed to do at Paris.* . Are 

you fure of that, iaid my Lord, with fomc Vivacity ? 
Yes, replied the Maitre D" Hotels the Cook had a 
Letter about it lafl Night. I am not forry for that^ 
rejoin'd my Lord, for to tell you the Truth, I natu- 
ndly love to eat my Meat before it ftinks. The reft 
of the Cbmpany, and even the Colonel himfelf, con- 
fefs'd the fame. 

This ingenious and edifying Kind of Converihtion 
continued without the leaft Interruption from Common 
Senfe, thro' four Courfes, which lafted four Hours, 
till the Company could neither fwallow nor utter any 
Things more. 

A very great Perfon among the Antients was vcryr 
properly af&d, if he was not alhamed to play fo wHl. 
upon the Fiddle ? And one may furely with as much. 
Reafon aik thefe illuftrious Modems, if they. are not' 
aihamcd of being fuch good Cooks. 

It is really not to be imagined with what profound 
Knowledge and Erudition our Men of Quality now 
treat thefe culinary Subjedb, and I cannot but hop© 
that fuch excellent Criticks will at laft turn Authors 
themfelves, nay I daily exped to fee a Digefl of the 
whole Art of Cookery by fome Perfon of Honour. 

I cannot help hinting, by the Way, to thefe acciM 
xate Kitchin Cricicks^ that it does, not become them to 

be 
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be facetious and iatyric^l upon thofe Difiertatum 
which Ladies fomedmes hold upon their Drefs, the 
Subjed being by no means fo low nor fo trifling. 

The' fuch a D^ree of afiefted Gluttony, accompa* 
nied with fuch frivolous Difcouries, is puxionable in 
diofe who are little fuperior to the Animals they de<- 
vour, and who arc only Frt^es cmfumen natu I wn 
furprized and hurt when I fee Men of Farts £ill into it, 
iince it not only fufpends the Exercife of their Farts 
for the prefent, but impairs them, together with their 
Health, for the future ; andif Fools couM contrive, X 
ihould think they had contrived this Method of bring- 
ing Men of Senfe down to them ; for it k certain, tha( 
when a Company is dius gorged, glutted, and leaded^ 
there is not the leafl Di£rence between the mofl ftu* 
pid, and the wittiefl Man in it. 

What Life in all that ample Boify^ fief 
What Heavenly Particle in/pires the Clay? 
^he Soulfuhjidesy and<wickedfy inclines 
^Q/eettt out mortal even in found Divints. 

PoPf^ 

Tho* an Excefs in Wine is highly blameabler it vt 
furely much more pardonable, as the program Steps 

to it are chearfiil, animating, and fedudngr the 

Mtlancholly are for a while reliev'd, the Grave are 
enlivened, and the Witty and the Gay feem ahnofl in- 
fpired ; whereas in Eating, after Nature is once iktif" 
fied, which ihe foon is, every additi(mal Morfel car** 
lies Dolnefs and Stupidity along with it. 

Moreover, thefe elorious Toils are crown'd with 
the juft Rewards of all Chronical Diftempers, the 
Gout, the Stone, the Scurvy, and the Pally are the 
never failing Trophies of their Atchievements. 
Were thefe Honours like fimple Knighthood, only to 
be enjoy'd by thofe who had merited them, it would 
be no great Matter; but unfortupatcif y likeBaronet* 

Aip^ 
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fiiip, ihty defeend to, and viiSt their innooefit Chfl^ 
drro.' It is tlivady rery eafy to diflinguifh, at 

Sight, the puny Son of a compound £«rr^>ii^/, from 
the lafty C^-fpiing of Beef and Podding ; and I am 
perfbaded, the next Generation of the Nobility will 
De a Race of pale-£u:ed, fpindfe-ChsmkM Lilliputians, 
the moft vigorous of whom will not come up to an 
Abortion of Jobn oi GmtMt's; nor does tl» Miichief 
even Aop here, fbr as the Men of Faihion frequently 
condefcoid to communicate themfelves to fWiHes of 
inferior Rank, but better ConftitOtions, they enervate 
tlM^fe Families too, and prdent them with fiekly hdp- 
kfs Children, to the great Prcjodice o£ the Trade and 
XIanu&dures of this Kingdom. 

Some Ptople have imagined, and not without fome 
Dc^ee of Probability, that animal Food communicates 
ks Qualities with its Nourifliment. — In this Suppofitioft 
k was, that Jchi/Us, who was not only born, and 
bred, but fed up toe ibr a Heroe, was nouriih'd With 
the Marrow of Lions ;^ and we all know what a fine 
lion he turned out at hUl.-^-Should this Rule hold, it 
nuft be a mekndioUy Reikdion to confider, that the 
principal Ingredients in the Food of our principal No- 
bility , is E^r^ ^Sw 2 « e . 

The Egyptians f who were a wife Nation, thought fo 
Biuch depended upon Diet, that they dieted their 
Kings, and prcicribod by Law both the Qoility and 
Q^ntity of dieir Food. It is nrach to be lamentecl,^ 
diat thofe BEIli of Fare are not preferv*d to this Time, 
fince dinr might have been of fingular Ufe in ^ Mo- 
narchkal Governments : But it is reaibnabk to be con- 
jsdsred fiom the Wiidom of diat People, that they 
allowM their Kings no Ahments of a bilious or a cho- 
lerick Nature, and only fuch as fweeten'd their Juios, 
ooord their Blood, and enlivened their Faculties; if 
diey had any. 

The common People of this Kingdom are dietsed by 
Laws^ fir by an Mi fa&'d about two Years ago, not 

Ids 
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lefs advantagious to the Crown than to the People, thtf 
ufe of a Liquor which deftroy'd both their Minds and' 
their Bodies was wifely prohibited, :and hy repeated ASs 
of Parliament t their Food is reduced to a njery modefi and 
nubole/ome Proportion. Surely then the Nobility and 
Gentry of the Kingdom defervc ibme Attention too,^ 
not fo much indeed for their own Sakes, as for the 
Sake of the Publick, which is in fome Meafure under 
their Care : For if a Porter when full of Gin could not 
do his Bufinefs, I am apt to think a Privy Counfellor 
when loaded with four Couries will but bungle at his. 

Suppofe, for Inftance, a Number of Perfons, not 
over lifvely at beft, ihould meet of an Evening to con- 
cert, and deliberate upon Publick Meafures of the ut-^ 
moft Confequence, grunting under the Load and Re- 
pletion of the flrongell Meats, panting almoft in Vain 
for Breath, but quite in Vain for Thought, and re- 
minded only of their Exillence by the uniavory Re- 
turns of an Olio, What Good cou'd beexpefted from 
fuch a Confultation ? The beft one could hope for 
would be, that they were only affembled for Shew, and 
not for Ufe ; not to propofe or advife, but filently to 
fubmit to the Orders of fome one Man there, who, 
feeding like a rational Creature, might have the ufe. 
of his Underftanding. • 

I would therefore recommend it to the Confidera-^ 
tion of the Legiflatuce, whether it may not be necef- 
fary to pafs an A61, to reftrain the Licentioufnefs of 
Eatings and affign certain Diets to cerrain»Ranks and 
Stations. ■ ! would humbly fuggeft the ftri^ Ve- 

getable as the propereft minifterial Diet, being exceed- 
ingly tender of thofe Faculties in which the Publick is 
fo highly interefted, and very unwilling they fhould 
be clogged or incumbered. 

But I do moft feriouily recommend it to thofe who, 
from their Rank and Situation in Life, fettle the Fa-, 
(Rions, and whole Examples will in thefe Sorts of 
Things always be followed, that they will by theit 

'Ex- 
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Saturday, F<?^. 18, 1738. * 

Look upon Great Britain^ with Refpcfk 
to its Neighbours, to make much the 
fame Figure that Jthtns did of old a- 
mongft the States of Greece, 

Demofthenesj in fome of thofe Orati- 
ons he made to the People, tells them, 
that it was not the Policy of Athem to enlarge her 
Territories ; that it was^her Cha>ra6ler neither to com- 
mit Infults herfelf, nor to bear them from others ; 
that this Reputation had rais'd her to be the Umpire 
of Gnea ; that while ihe protci^d the Weak, flie 

kept 
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kept the Ambitious in Awe; that flie dkl not only pre^ 
ierve her own Liberties, but was the conmon Patro- 
ads of the Liberties of MaiJdnd} and that her Ded^ 
fion was the Law of Nations : But iince you have had 
the Misfortune (fays he) to be governed by Magif- 
tmtes weak, ignorant, and corrupt, how is the Ma- 
jelly of ^i^jfunk I whatever Difturban<^ now hap- 
pen in dreece^ no State rfeforts to you for Juftice, for 
jvhat Proteftion cah they exped to ^nd from thofe 
who have not Coftfage to defend their own Rights ? 
Every Dav brings an Account of fome new Outrage 
eommitted againft yourfelves, but Injuries and Af&onts 
are become fo habitual to you, you feem to have loft 
your Senie of Feeling. 

You fee plainly (fays he) you are no more that 
Athens courted ibr your Alliance, your Honour is fled, 
snd you are fcarce regarded as a State. Corinth es- 
teems you not, nebes hates you, Sfarta dcfpifes you, 
and Phil^ infults you. 

I have heard an heroick Saying of a Miniftcr in the 
]iileign of Queen Ama^ fhat hi he^d to fie the Day thai 
there fitmid not he a Shot fired in Europe, *withotit the 
^rmijion of Great Britain, or at leafi ivithout a good 
Rea/bn given <voherefore it luas done* 

When a Nation raifes hcifclf to be of this Confe- 
quence, fhe appears amongft other States like^a Qgeea 

amongtl her Attendants, fuch Refpe<5l is paid to* 

her, they do not pefuBie ^ much as to quarrel in her 
Prefence. 

As to the Treatment we have received from Spain^ 
for many Years paft, I cannot help thinking that Spain 

has been governed by very falfe Politicks ; their 

venturing to go on thus, plundering our Merchants,, 
after To many repeated Complaints, has fomething in 
it that Common Scnfe canndt account for : It amazes 
jne that they fliould not Hand in Awe of the great A W*- 
lities {A our prefcnt Miniflers; furethe Fame of their 
[Wifdoai muft have zeach'd beyond the Pillars of Her^ 

XuUs. 

V 
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iules,** < Dothe Spaniards confiderliow mirch th^y 
have to lofe, and how little; tp. gain by a War witR 
Ewgland? They cannot deceive themfclves fofar as to 
ftncy that they are upon ^ Equality ynth us in Point 
of Strength by Sea. 

Perhaps the Spaniards have ventured, to go tjicfe 
Lengths upon a Prefumptibn,'that we ihoum be ar 
Ihamed to put our Strength againft them ; but let 
them beware of what they do, for if they draw Ven- 
geance upon themfelves at laft. Nobody will pity 
them, fince it is certain that fo long a Forbearance has 
iacver been practiced in the World before. 

I muft altow that it is not prudent to prochum War 
immediately upon a Ship of another Nation plundering 
iwtt of our Merchants, but as our Merchants have 
bemlong complaining of the Robberies committed up- 
iNi them, let us enquire what has been pradiced at 
Other Times when the like has happened. 

When the Subjedb of England have been plunder*d 
upon the Seas, it has bedn nfi&l to grant Letters of 
Marqde and Reprifal t6 the Suflenvs, to make mxi* 
tiKir Lofles upon the Sutjeds of that Prince by wnom 
they were plundered. 

The Author of a Treatife entitled, Dejure marttimo^ 
H namaky tells us, that not only by the Jus Gentium 
and Civil Law, but by the municipal Laws of this 
Kingdom, Merchants that have been plundered upon 
the Seas, have a Right to Letters of Marque and Re- 
prifal, under fuch R^ridions and Limitations as are 
pre^ribed by Law. 

Firft, for Example, Oath muft be made of the De- 
predation committed, with the Time, Place, and to 
what Value. 

Next, an Entry muft be made in the high Court of 
Admiralty of the Names of Ae Ships or VefTels fitted 

Out to tnake thefe Rcprilals, their exaft Burtjien, 

—their Number of Men> — -^Guns, Ammunition^ 

— -for 



d by Google 



i8 COMMON SENSE. 

for how long Vidual'd, and the Names of 

their Commanders. 

All this muft be done before the Ships put to Sea. 

There have indeed been fome Formalities ufually 
obferved previous to the granting thefe Letters of 
Marque. 

As in^y Application to that Prince (by whofe Sub- 
jedls thefe Depredations were committed) for Reftitu- 
tion : This is to be done by the Minifter of the Nation 
whofe Merchants have been plunder'd^ refiding at 
that Court i if there be no Minifter, by the Conful ; 
if there be no Conful, the Merchants themfelv^smay 
appoint fome Perfon to follicit for them, *having Let- 
ters of Requeft from the Minifters of their own Prince. 

If Juftice be either deny'd or delay'd, (for in thefe 
Cafes a Delay is looked upon the fame Thing as a De- 
nial) then Letters of Marque and Repriial are to be 
granted. 

The Reafon why Delays are looked upon to be the 
&me Thing as Denials is, that where the Depredation 
is proved, and Princes have no Mind to make Refti- 
tution, they never peremptorily refufe to do fo," 
their Cuflom is to defer the Matter from Time to 
Time, under various Pretences, that the Sufferers may 
be wearied out, if not ruin*d by applying — {o that the 
Time limited for full Reftitution to be made has ufually 
been, eighteen Months from the firft Application. 

In the Reign of King Charles the Second two rich 
Ships, the Bona Efpiranuuiy and the Henr^ Botieaikjen' 
turey belonging to Sir William Courten and Partners^ 

were plundered by the Dutchy the States General 

were applied to for Satisfadion to be made to the Own- 
ers, which being delayed. Letters of Marque and Rc- 
prifal were granted, in which Letters of Marque there 
IS the following Claufe : 

* ^ And whereas after fevcral Addre^ made by Sir 
** George Donjuningy Kjiight and Baronet, our £nvoy 
*' Extraordinary to the States General, (to whom we 

" gave 



d by Google 



COMMON SENSE, ip 

" gave our fpecial Command fo to do) nothing effec- 
" tual hath been done for the Relief of our faid Sub- 
" je<fts, (nvhom'wetakeourfel'ves in Honour and yufi ice 
" concerned to fee fatisfied and repaid) we lately com- 
*' manded the faid Sir George Doivning to intimate 
" and fignify to the faid States General, that we ex- 
** pedled their final Anfwer, concerning full Satif^- 
" faftion to be made for the faid Ships and Goods, 
** by a Time then prefixed, and fince elapfed, that we 
" might fo govern ourfelves thereupon, that our Sub- 
" jeas aforeiaid might be relieved according to Right 
" and Juflice, and yet no Satisfadlion hath been made, 
" fo that we cannot but apprehend it to be not only 
" a fruitlefs Endeavour, but a proftituting our Ho- 
" nour and Dignity to make further Application, 
" after fo many Delays and Slightings. 

It is (et forth in thefe Letters of Marque, not only 
to be a fruitlefs Endeavour but inconfiftent with the 
Honour and Dignity of a Prince to fue or apply after 
Slights and Delays have been ufed. 

Men tirft form'd themfelves into Societies for the 
Sake of mutual Defence and Preiervktion i when k 
was found that .one Man could not guard himfelf 
againft Violence by his own (ingle Strength, he en- 
tered, into a Compadl with others m the like Condition, 
and this was the Original of all Government ; as thefe 
Societies grew to be very populous, they found it ne- 
ceilkry to appoint fome Perfon among them to watch 
for the Publick Weal, ,and to contribute fome fmall 
Part of their Property to rpake a Publick Stock for 
their Defence j fo that whenever a Member of a So- 
ciety was attacked either in his Perfon or Goods, it 
became the Quarrel of the whole, and the Publick 
Stock, as well as Publick Strength, were to be em- 
ployed in his Defence ; he had a Right to Protedicn 
becaufe he paid for it ; and if that Publick Fund to 
which he had contributed* inftead of bei^ig employed 
in defending its Members from ViolencCaWas difiipa- 

ted 
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ted m maintaining a few Particulars in Luxury, 

Government, which was intended as a Benefit, is tumM 
into a Curfe upon Mankind. 

As to our Parts, it is certain no People in the World 
pay fo much for Protedion ; but then no People in the 
World are fo well protefled ; If our Taxes are high, 
\ve fee good Armies and good Fleets maintained out of 
them, andfc fer from bemg afraid to grant Letters of 
Marque and Reprifal, that we are aSe to blow any 
that mail infult us out of the Sea ; yet I cannot help 
being of Opinion, that if thefe Letters of Marque had 
been granted feveral Years ago, it might have faved 
fbme Millions to this Nation. What I have to pre^ 
fume in thi^ Cafe is, that our Merchants did not apply 
for Letters of Marque and Repri{al, or that feme of 
the other Formalities requifite were not obferved ; if it 
befb, they have no Right to complain ; for as I ob- 
ferved before, we are not immediately to declare War,, 
djpecially where lefs expenfive Methods of doing our- 
wves JufUce lie open to us. 

In 3ie Reign of Richard the Second, Alderman 
iPhi^ty who lud fufler'd confiderably by the Spaniards, 
who had plunder'd fome Ships in whicn he was a great 
Part Owner, fitted out feveral armM VefTelsand made 
ample Reprifals upon them ; but it feems he took that 
Step without having Letters of Marque granted him,. 
for which Reafon he was called to an Account ; but as 
he was honourably acquitted, there is Reafon to believe 
(tho* our Hiftorians have not mentioned it) that he' ap- 
plied for Letters of Marque, and they were refufed; 
nim ; but by his being acquitted, it is plain he had a 
Right to them ; but the Truth of it is, the Admini- 
flration of the Government in that Reign was placed in 
fuch infamous Hands, and the Minifters themfelves 
were fo employed in robbing at Home, that they ne- 
ver troubled their Heads about what was doing Abroad ». 
and therefbffe if I were to qnote that Reign, it fhould 
be as a Preoodent to be avoided, not to be foitowed. 

&iLTua- 
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Saturday-, Feb. 25, 1738* 



^0 the Author of Common Sense. 

^H£ late Conteft about opemnga Sulv> 
5 fcriptioa for borrowing Money at 7^r^# 
f fer Ceni^ in order to enable the Go- 
vernment to pay c^fttch of the Pnblick 
Creditors as are not willing to take io 
low an Interefl for the Money they 
Jiave in oar Funds, has occafioned fo much Speculati- 
on, and fo fnany Abfurdities to be infilled on, that \ 
hope yod^ll give the following Remarks and Calcula- 
dons a Place in your Paper. 

I am not fo idle as to endeavour, ii> this fel£fh Age, 
to convince a Man that any Thing is for the Publick 
Good, which he fees will be an immediate Lofs to him, 
•therefore I Ihall not endeavour to convince any Pub- 
lick Creditor, Ihat it is an Advantage to a Mortgager 
4o ha^ve Money mt Three per Cent, rather than to he o- 
hliged to pay Four: Or, l^hat a ionv Rate of the natural 
Inter ejl of Money ^ encourages the MamfaSures and Trade^ 
tf a "Nation. Thefe are antiquated Maxims now found 
to be void of Reafon and Common Senfe. 

Bat fome of our Publick Creditors, and other mo* 
ncy'd Men, have endeavoured to Intereft our Shop- 
keepers, Tradefmen, l^c. in their Caufe, by perfua- 
ding them, that reducing the Intereil of the Publick 
funds would be a Lofs to thepi ; becauf^ fay they,, 
if our Yearly Income be reduced, we cannot fpend fo 

much. 
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much, or lay out fo much Money Yearly with you, 
as we have formerly done ; fo that j?W Trade muft di- 
minifh in Proportion, as our Inter eft is diminilhed. 

Altho' this be not true in fadj yet for once I fhall 
fuppofe it true, and upon that Suppofition examine, 
whether our Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, Vintners, Vic- 
tuallers, y f. would be Lofers by this Redudlion of 
Intereft payable to the Proprietors of the Publick 
Funds. 

For this Purpofe I muft fuppofe, that, if the Pub- 
lick Intereft were reduced, fome of our moft grie'vous 
Taxes would be aboljftied : Now,, as the Duties upon 
Soap and Candles y are two of our moji grie'vous Taxes, 
and as the Produce of thefe two Duties comes near to 
the Sum the Publick would have faved yearly by the 
Redudion of Intereft, had it taken Place in general, I 
muft fuppofe that by fuch Reduction we would have 
been freed from thefe two Taxes at leaft. 

After thefe SuppofitionB, the Natural, and, indeed, 
the only Method of ftating, whether the whole Body 
of our Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, ^c. would have 
been Gainers or Lofers by this Reduftion of Intereft 
and Abolition of Taxes, is, to ftate what they would 
have loft by the fuppofed Diminution of their Re- 
tail Trade occafioned by the Redu6lion, and what 
they would have gained by the aboliftiing of the Taxes 
upon Soap and Candles, according to the- old Maxim, 
a Penir^Javed's a Venny gaitPd y tho'' I do not know if 
our Four per Cent Advocates will admit even of this 
Maxim. 

In this Method the Account will ftand thus: 
Our Publick Redeemable Funds"^ /. /. d. 

bearing on Intereft of Four per Cent ; . 

is at prefent Forty Millions ; but zs a > 156^0600 00 o 

Million is to be paid off at Michael- ' 

mas next, I ftiall reckon them at 
39000QOO /. 
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39000000 /. and therefore^ the An- 
nuity payable upon them from Mi- 
chae/mas next will amount to »J 

The original Bank Stock which ^ 
hesiTsJix per Cent ^ is 1 600000 /. there- > 
fore the Annuity upon it muft be J> 

And further, there i» a Sum of ^ 
400000 /. which bears an IntereftC. 
of 3 i fer Qtnty the Annuity upon C 
which amounts to — — - J 



96000 00 o 



14000 00 o 



■ Total Annuity payable Yearly to' 
the Creditors of the Publick Funds ( 
now bearing an Intereft of above ( 
Jhne per Cent, is- — 

Tho' this beat prefentthe Yearly 
Income of the Publick Creditors, 
yet we cannot fuppofe it is all (jpent, 
or laid out among our Shopkeepers, 
Tradefmen, ^c. for firft we muft 
deduftfrom it, that Part which be- 
longs to Foreigners refiding Abroad^ 
and tho' I have been informed from 

food Hands, that fuch . Foreigners 
ave at leaft, fixteen MiUiens in our 
Funds, yet I iHaJl allow them but ten 
Millions, whicli is the leaft Sum-ufu- 
ally computed to belong to them ; 
therefore, the Share of the faid To- 
tal Annuity, belonging to them muft 
he about ■■- — — 



I*,! 670000 C0| o 



y 407317 00 o 



The Remainder is — — 126268^*600 

Then again we know, that a great "^ 
Part of the Funds belong to our over- •►-» .' ■ ^ 

grown rich Men, who do not fpend , . ' * . 

<7y^«/7^, nay, fomeofthem, not a * tt 

pimntieth Part of the Intereft paid ' '- : 

them 
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them Yearly by the Publick; fb j 

that we may reckon diat at ]ea&cmeL .20804. 00 <y 

7:&/V^of this Remainder la not Ipent ^ ^^ 

or laid out Yearly among our Shop- 

Iwepert^Traileimen, ^c' therefore, 

this Third muft be dedufted, and as 

it amounts to ^^ ^7^ — 

, . ■■ ■ ■ I* I ■'■•■' ^^ 

The remaining Sum, whick is all.^ 
we can reckon fpent and laid out J / 

Yearly -among our Shopkeepers^ 
Tniddmen, tic.' by the Proprietors^ «4^7«? o^ « 
of our Publick Funds, can amount^ 
tonomorethan — 

Now, if the Intcreft pyable tol 
thcProprietorsofthePublick Funds, 
were reduced to .Three per Cent, 
it would be a Diminutioiv of a little 
above one Fourth of their prefcntin- 
come ; therefore thofe Proprietors }> 631342 00 O 
who now fpend and lay out Yearly 
among our Shopkeeocrs, Tradef- 
nen, ^c 841789 /. could then 
ipend and lay out in the fame way 



The Difference is —— — 



21044.7 00 o 



This Difference of 210447/. is 
the only Sum from which we can 
compnte the Lofs owr Shopkeepers, 
Twdcfinen, ^c. would (uftain by 
•AeReduaion of Publick Intereft, 
becavie by the Suppofition they 
would take lefs Yearly, by this Sum 
only, than they formerly ufed to g.^^ ^^ ^ 

take ffom the Proprietors of our . ^ 
Publidk Funds: Suppofe then our 
5hop- 
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Shopkeepers. Tradefsttny &c. makes 
2j per Cent, Profit by all Mooies 
laid otft with them ; in that Oafe 
25 ^r C«tf. upon 21044^ /. a- 
iBounts to a Yearly Profit dF — 

Tkk Vearfy Profit therefore it is fuppofed oar Shop- 
keepers, Tradefmezu ^c. woidd be dej^iwd of, by 
reducing the Publkk Intereft to Three per Cent ; and 
this is w m^i Lo/s they could fuftain by fiich Rcdqc* 
tion : But now let us Vee the JdvatOmge the Shop- 
keepers, Tradefmcn, &r.of this- Nation, would nap 
Veariy by abelifiung the Home Duties on Soap and 
Candies. 

The Net Produce of the Dn^ upon"" 
Soap, at 1 :J 4^. per Pound, tor the( <: ^ _ 
Year ended at Midfummer i^yt^.r ^'^471 00 o 
was 



le Net Produce of the Dn^ upon "J 
», at 1 :J d. per Pound, tor the^ 
r ended at Mit^wmmer 1756, r" 

Tht Net Produce of the Duty up- ^ 
on Candles, 2X\ d.per Pound, for the j 
faid Year, was -— — • — ;] 



148553 00 o 



Total Net Prodaccof thofetwo? _, 
Duties for one Yw, is 5 365024000 

Thd Bxpencc of Management,^ 
which is dodadedfrom the GrofeV 34976 00 o 
Produce, we may reckon at les^ — 3 



400000 00 o 



So that the Grofs Produce paid" 
Yearly by the People of Great Bri-( 
tain to the Government upon thefe/ 
two Articles only, amounts to — ^ 

But Experience has taught us that 
cvwy /kali Dufy r3i{cs the Price of 
the Commodity upon which it is 
laid, above twice the Value of the 
Duty, therefore we mufl reckon, 
that, befide the Duty paid to the \ 4000CO co o 

Vol. II. C Govcrn- 
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Government, the Confamcrs pay 
Yearly to the Manufiidbirers and Re- 
tailers of Soap and Candles, jnore 
than they would pay, if there were 
no fitch Duties fubiifting, about the 
Sum of — . — 



from whence we muft reckon' 
that the People of Great Britain 'mi 
general, would fave Yearly, by abo- 
Dftung thefe two Duties only, they 
Sum of - — — — • 



Sboooo oo o 



Then fuppofe the Shopkeepers, ^ 
Tradefmen and others, who, by the 
Suppofltion, are to fuflain a Lo(s by 
thcRcduftion of Iiitereft, confume 
hotMne half of the Soap and Candles 
confumed in this Kingdom ; in that 
Cafe we ^uft grant they would 
fcve, and confequently gain. Yearly, 
by abolifhing the Duties upon thefe 
two Commodities, the Sum of — 



> 400000 00 



Upon the whole, it is from thefe Calculatfons appa- 
yent, that the Account of Profit and Lois by the Re- 
dudion of Publick Intereft, and the abolifhing of thefe 
twp Taxes, will ftand thus : 



.Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, ^x. Dr. 
By the Reduftionof the Intereft^ r26i2 00 o 

347388 00 o 



payable to our Stockhdders .— — 3 
Bahince, Net Profit — 



Dto. per Contra Cr. 

By abolifhing the Duties on Soap 'f 

.und Candla — . -^ — — 5 



400000 00 o 

400000' 00 o 
But 
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Bat as, in this Age, no Man feems to regard the 
Good of the Publick, or of his Neighbour, unlefs it 
be attended with fome Advantage to himfelf, I (hall 
apply thefe Calculations to uie Shopkeepers and 
Tradefmen, Iffc. of the Coutitics of London^ Middle- 
fex and Surry ^ in order to fee whether they in particu- 
lar would be Gainers or Lofers by this Redudion of 
Intereft and Abolition of Taxes : For this Purpofe let 
me fuppofe, that one half of the Lofs to be fuftained by 
the RedudUon, • which is 26306 /. would fall upon the 
Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, &c. within thefe three 
Counties ; and again let me fuppofe, that the Inhabi- 
tants of thefe three Counties confume but one fourth 
Part of the Soap and Candles confumed in this King- 
dom ; in that Cafe it is plain, that the Inhabitants of 
the faid three Counties only would fave 200000 / a 
Year by the Abolition : Then let me fuppofe, that the 
Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, fcfr . within thele three Coun- 
ties confume but^;?^ halfof the Soap?in6, Candles con- 
fumed by the whole Inhabitants, they will in that 
Oife fave 1 00000 /. a Year at leaft, by abolifliing the 
Duties upon Soap and Candles ; fb that, even with Rc- 
fgeft to the Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, £ff r . within the 
Counties of London, Middle/ex and Surty, the Account 
of Profit and Lofs by the Reduftion of Intereft and 
Abolition of thefe two Taxes will fland thus : 

Shopkeepers, Tradefmen, fcfr. in London, Middle/ex, 
and Surry y - Dr. 

By the Reduction of Intereft pay- 7 c^ a 
able to our Stockholders - *!- § ^^3o6 00 o 

Balance, Net Profit — — 73^94 00 o 

I 00000 00 o 

Dto. per Contra Cr. 

By abolifhing the Duties on Soap f 

-•'_-.*=» ^ ^ 1 00000 00 o 



mg the Duties on Soap 7 



and Candles 

looooo 00 o 
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From thefe Calculadons it will appear, that cvcsy 
'Shopkeeper, Tradefman, even in London, Mtddkfix^ 
and ^unyy would fave in the Ej^nce of his Family^ 
.and cgnfequently ga^i more Yearly,, by near three 
fourths, if the Duties on Soap and Candles were taken 
off, than he could be fuppoied to lofe Yearly by the 
J^edudUon of Publick Intereft ; fuppofing it true, that 
Jiis Retail Trade was to diminifh in Proportion as the 
Intereft due to the Publick Creditors diminifhed : But 
that the contrary of this is by far the mofl {»obable, i 
jfhall now give my Reafons for believing* 

By reducing the Intereft of our Funds from^ar to 
ihreeper Cent, the Yearly Income of «very one of our 
PubUck Creditors would, 'tis mie, be reduced ; and 
confequently thofe, and thofe only, who brfbre fpent 
their whole Yearly Income, would be obliged to con- 
^ trad their Yearly Ejcpence ; for thofe who now fave 
and heap up a Part Yearly, would only from that Time 
Jieap up le(s than they ufed to do. Now, as toa Pcrfon's 
Yearly Expence, we mufl confider it as laid out in the 
Neceflaries and Conveniencies, or the Extravagancies 
^nd Vices of Life ; and when any Perfbn is ooli^4 
to diminilh or contrafl his Yearly Expence, that Di- 
minution muft firft take Place in the Vices and Extr#. 
vagancies of Life : Therefore, if the Publick Intereft 
•was reduceid, we may fuppofe that there are many 
M^ho could not, in Cafe of a Redu6Uon, lay out fo 
!much Money in ddbauchins the Wives and Daughters 
jof their induflrious Neighbours ; in Drunkennefs^ 
Pampering, and Gluttony ; in Pkys, Operas, and 
Mafquerades 5 or in Trencli Wine, fine Hyffom Tea, 
Quadrille, and the like Vices and Extravagancies ; but 
there are but a few who would be obliged to contrafl 
their Expence, with Refpeft to any of the Neceflarics 
Gt Conveniencies of Life: From whence we muft fup- 
pofe, that, with Rcfpoft to our Retail Trade in gene- 
ral, the principal Lofs would fall upon Whores, 
3awjds, Pimps, Opei:as, and the lifceNuilcrics of Vice 

and 

/ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMMON SEN SB 2^ 

and Extravagance; and that but a very fmallPart of 
It would Mi upon thofe who deal in any Thing ncccf- 
iaiy or ufefol tor the Support of Life. 

This Confideration will Avow that the fiu* greatcft 
Fart, and, lam fure, the only ufefulPartof ourShop- 
Reoxsrs and Ttedefnren, would incur but a very trifling 
Lofs by that Diminution in their Trade, which would be 
occaiioned by the RedudUon of Intercft ; and whatever 
Diminution their Trade might that way fuflain, would 
be much more than compoifated by the Incrcafe of 
their Trade among their Neighbour Shopkeepcrsund 
Tradefmen,. and among our landed Gentlemen ; for 
let every Shopkeeper and Tradefman examine into the 
Characters of his feveral Cuflomers. he will find his 
Retail Trade depends a great deal more upon landed. 
Gentlemen, and throfe who deal in Trade as well as he, 
tiian upon Pfcrfons who live upon the Intere . of thtir 
Money in the Funds r and as the Net Income of every 
one of the former would be increafed by being, freed 
from the Dttties on Soap and Candles j every one of 
them would be theieby enaUed to lay oat more MO' 
ney Yearly upon the Conveniencies of Life, which 
would neceflarily increafe the Trade of every honeft 
and ufefol Shopkeeper and* Tnideiman.iB the Kingr 
dom« 

From all which it is, in my Opinion, evident, that 
the Redudion of the Publick Intereft, and its neoefia- 
r^ Confequence, the aboliihing of fome of our heavy 
Taxes, would be aff Advantage to every Shopkcqwr 
and Tradefman in particular, as well as to the Nation 
in general ; and therefore I am furprifed how any one 
of them could be fo far impofed on as to oppofe it, or 
argue azainft it, except fuch of them as did it with a 
corrupt Kiew of obligmg fome of their Stodqobbine 
Cuilomers ; but I am much more furprifed, I am real& 
amazed, how any Militia Captain durft venture, with 
his Hireling Moh,io infult, in the very Heart of the City 
of London, one of the Chief Magiftktes of the City of 
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London f for propofing fuch a RedudUon; efpeciaUy, 
when that Captain haid before his Eyes fo late an Ex- 
ample of a Brother Mi/itia Captain, in another Part of 
the Kingdom, who fufFered an ignominious Death 
for obeymg the private Orders he had, or imagin'd 
heL had, from thofe who had advanced him to that 
Poft which put it in his Power to do fo much Mifchief 
%o his Fellow Citizens. 

I could add many other Arguments for fhe wing how 
beneficial a Reduftion of Publick Intcreft, and an Abo- 
lition of Taxes would be to every Shopkeeper and 
Tradefman in the Kingdom ; but I iliall conclude 
with this Obfervation, that unlefs many of our Taxes he 
Ipecdily abolijbed, and many of our Tax Gatherers dif- 
miffed, neither of which can be done without a Re- 
du<5lion of Publick Intereft, our Trade will certainly be 
ruined by Means of ^^z former, and our Liberties may 
be overturned by Means of the Latter. 

I am, Sir, 
June 6Ui, 1737. Tour nnftani Reader 

jind bumble Ser*vant. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Ho W our Correfpondent got his Information we 
do not know ; but by the Accounts given in 
Jail SelTion it appears, that the Net Produce of the 
Excife upon Candles, for the Year ending at Midfum- 
mer 1736, was but 147526/. and the Charges of Ma- 
nagement, ffff. was 1 48 1 4/. and the Net Produce of 
the Excife upon Soap was but 157^27/ and the 
Charges of Management, ^c. 161 33 / By the fame 
Accounts it appears, that thefe two Branches of the 
Cuftoms, for the Year ending at Chrijimas 1735, ^^ 
thus : The new Duty on Candles, Grofs Produce 161 A 
Net Produce 123 /. Additional Duty on Ditto, Grofs 

Pro- 
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Produce 161 /. Net Produce 131 L The new Duty 
on Soap, l^c, Grofs Produce 10950/ Net Produce 
8884 /. additional Duty on Ditto, ^c, Grofs Produce 
5716 /. Net Produce 4520 /> Therefore the Grofs 
Produce of what is puid by the People of Great Britain, 
to the Government, upon Soap andCandles,. amounts 
«nly to ^52788/. ana confequently they would favA 
but 705 576 /. by the abolilhing of thefe Taxes. This 
will make a iinall Alteration in the Account of Profit 
and Lois, but there will flill be a confiderable Balance 
in Favour of the former. 




Saturday, March j^^ ^7i^* 



Took my Leave fome Time ago of the 
^athf-Silfy-GazetteerSj and promiied to 
take no £irther Notice of them ; but 
then I only promifed that Impunity to 
their Folly and Abfurdity. Now, whe- 
ther they underflood that Amnefty to 
extend farther than I mean^t it, or whether, with the 
laft three or four Shillings paid them by Mr. Pouncg 
with a P, they likewife received Orders, to be£iucy 
and impertinent, Ican'ttell : But be that as it will, th^ 
have of late' been (b impudently perfonal upon one 
worthy Gentleman that I can*t help ftepping a little 
out of iny Way to give them a Kick. Nor is this 
die greateft Provocation they have given me 5 for, not- 
withilanding the Regard I have for the Charader of 
|3iat young Gendeman with whom they are fo fiee; 
I am more incem!d againit them for dilbirbing the 
Aihes of the D^, and for prefumtng, as they do,, to 
C 4 touch 
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touch Ckero with their impure, and unhallowed 
Hands. I therefore begin, by abfolutely fbrbiddmg 
them even to mention, dire&ly or indireftly, the Name 
iii Cictroy till they have firil read) and underflood hifti 
in the original ; which, as I take it, amounts to a per- 
pfual Prohibition. 

I havti fo much Charity for the poor Devils, as tcr 
believe they would iiot write at all if they could help it,, 
and that they would write better if they could : I ne- 
ver look'd upon their daily Labours as voluntary, but 
coniiderM them as the ProduAion of Heads and Sto- 
machs equally empty, and I really took^ in their Pa- 
pers out of Charity ; for, as to any other Ufe I make 
of them, I might be fuppHed cheaper ; but I muft tell- 
them that if they grow perfonally fcurrilous, I fliaH* 
withdraw my Charity, and Cofttmon Sen/e Ihall purfu^ 
them, though indeed I fear it will never overtake 'em. 

By what I canunderftand of their Papers^ they ieem 
to Jiave a great Diflike to a certoin youx^ Gentkman, 
whom they have fometimes almoft called by his own 
Name, and of late by a hard Latin Name. — I confe^ 
it is very natural diey fhould diflike him^ nor am I 
in the Icaft furpriz'd that he fhould be the Objeft of 
their Satire, when I confider the iifeful Subje^b of 
their Panegy ricks. But then I muil intimate to them> 
that thejr proceed very injudicioufly, and do him a Ser- 
vice which they litde intended.- Would diey hurt him„ 
-they fhould commend him, for they are very fure that 
nobody will take their Words for any thing ; but 
when fuch wretched Advocates, and prol^gate Pane- 
gyrics of Corruption, Oppreffion, Fraud, and all Po- 
litical Immorality, dired their ^tire at one Man, it 
is marking him out to the Publick as a Perfon emi* 
nently diftinguifhed by all the Oppofites of thofc Vi- 
ces. — The Execution too of their Defign, is as injudi- 
cious as the Defign itfelf They, fomewhere or other^ 
had an imperfed Account of one Cicero^ who he^ no 
Mind (hat one dtci/ius^ a young Man, fhould be the 

Pro- 
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Profccutorof one Ferras^ an old Rogue, and that this 
jfame Cicero had told this CacUius, tkat he was too vain 
and enterprizing for fo young a Man, and wholly un- 
equal to the Tafk he undertook. This they thought 
was a pure Scrap of Hiftory for them, and refolvcd to 
apply it immediately ; when behold ? the Misfortune 
tnat always attends Ignorance and Prefuipption .' all 
the particular Circumfbnces of that A^r made 
againft them, and fuggelled ugly Applications elfe- 
where. When I faw that they made thb young 
Gentleman C^cilius, I was really afraid for them, and 
went on with Impatience to fee who they would make 
Ferres : But I perceived thev had orudently avoided 
this Danaer, and wifely (as tney thought) dubbM their 
Patron Hortenpus ; without knowing that it does not 
much mend the Matter : For it feems Hortenfius, wha 
was a great Lover of Piftures and Statues, was bribed 
by a Sphynx of furious Workmanihip and of inefti- 
mable Value, to appear as the Advocate of the moft 
flagitious Fellow, and the moft infamous Caufc that 
1t.ome ever kneiy^^ He proflituted his Eloquence to the 
Defence of Peculatand Corruption, and, by ikrccning 
the mod infamous of Men, became little lefs fo him- 
fclf ; This Circumftance is an unlucky one, I leave it 
^ith thepi to confider of 

As to their Cac'iUm himfelf, it is well known to ev«y 
Body but them, that he was a Iham Ph)iecutor, fet on 
by Verves himfelf to prevent a real one. He had been 
a Sharer both ofhb Plunder, andof his Guilt; and, 
upon a jjretended and concerted Quarrel between them, 
^er'd himfelf as the propereft Perfon to profecute this 
Afeir. But Cicero, who was in eameft, and deter- 
min'd that Juftice Ihould be done upon fo notorious 
an Ofiender, difcover*d and defeated this Stratagem f 
phtain'd the Management of the Cauie, puih'd it with 
Vigour and Abilities, and got tlie Criminal con- 
demned. Wasthe Charadler of C^riZrw really appli- 
cable to this young Gentleman ; were there any Hopes, 
C 5. that 
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that he could ever be brought to ikreen the moft noto- 
rious Corruption, I dare fay Tie would meet with the 
Approbation, inflead of the Cenfbre, of this vcrtuous 
Scxnety ; and I am apt to think, that it is his Unlike* 
neis to Cacilius^ and his Refemblance of 7ully, which 
have drawn their Indignation upon him. 

A late very ingenious Author has mofHudicioufly 
obferv'd, in his incomparable, and ihort £i&y towards 
a Charadter, i^c. That Piftures ought to be like the 
Ferfons thev are drawn for, nay fo like, as to be known 
by their Acquaintance : But thefe wretched Rogues 
are confcious they arc fuch bad Painters, that, under 
the Signs they daub, they always write the Name ; it 
is fometimes a certain woisg- Gentleman 'who is tall and 
lean ; at other Times it is one, nvbo ivas Cofferer about 
feventeen Tears ago ; and indeed if it was not for thefe 
Helps, I, who am their only Reader, ftioiild be at a 
great Lofs to know whom they mean. 

I have often wonder'd what fort of Fellows this in- 
genious Society was compofed of; for, that their Paper 
isa M^/ViWorkof Folly is evident, and I imagine 
it confifls of a Parcel of poor Devils, who have either 
faird in their feveral Trades, or who had never Parts 
enough to be bound out, affiiled fometimes by what 
they call an able Hand, fuch as a Mungrcl Lawyer, a 
tatter*d Reverend, or a fecetious Clerk of an Ofiice, 
Avho, by fending them a Paper now and then, get them 
a Holy-day from their daily Drudgery : And here I 
can't help condoling with them for the irreparable 
Lofs they have lately fnftained by the untimely and vio- 
lent Death of Mr. Carr^ who, I am told, was reckoned 
their Top-Hand. So far is certain, that the Under- 
Sheriff, to whom that unhappy Author gave his Pa- 
pers, was fo ftruck with the Similitude of Style be- 
tween them and the Daily-Gazetteers ^ that he was hear'd 
to fay, However juftly Mr. Carr might have fuffered, 
the Adminiflration would Hill have a great Lofs of 
him. 

As 
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As to tlioie of his Fraternity who ftill furviTe^ and 
wrhc» I have no more Time to lofe upon them, than 
jutt to fiy, that when they anfwer this (if they are or- 
derM {o~to do) labfblutely bar their fuppofing it to be 
written by the Qendeman himfelf whom it is de£gned 
to vindicate. This they have often pradiied, and 
feem to think it very cunning; whereas it cannot pofli- 
bly pais on any Mortal : For there is not, certainly, 
more than one Man in the Kingdom, whofe Cbndition 
is fo bad that he could not find a Friend to write in 
JDefence of him, when attacked, without being pa id 
for it. 

Having iaid thus much to thefe miferable Journey^ 
men, whom the World and I equally defpiie ; I will 
joft drop one Word to their Paymafter, whoever lie 
may be : Whkh is, that if he either encourages or 
fuflfers thefe Scurrilities upon thepri'vate Concerns and 
Chara^rs of others, who have always fcom'd to at- 
tack him out of his Publick CbaraSer, let him ftridl- 
ly examine himfelf, and his own Circumfbmces, and 
confider whether ample Returns may not be made him 
by better Pens, and with more Truth, than ever were, . 
or will be employ'd on his Side. 



Sattr- 
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Saturday, March ii, 1738. 

7o the Author of Common Sbnse* 

SIR, 

\ H E Narrewneft of my Fortune awakens 
in me many Shifts and Contnvances, 
which the World terms Inconvenicn- 
cies and Hardfhip), bat which either 
Cuftom, or a right Way of thinking 
has now rendered not omy eafy, but 
agreeable to me. Amone ther<i^ I am oblk*d to buy 
^e Learning I have occaSon forat old Stalls, and in 
little Allies, rather than trouMe thofe literati the 
BookfellerSr whom the Ignorance and Afib^tion of 
the Great have rendered fo rich, fo proud/ and fo ex- 
orbitant. However, my Oeconomy in Books is fome- 
times broken into, by a certain Eagerneis in my Tem- 
per to come into immediate PofTefton of what pleafes 
me. I am too apt to be captivated by fpecious Titles ;; 
not unlike a Man who falls in Love with a fine Face,, 
without confulering, that it may be the Tide-Page of a 
Body filPd with Adments and Corruption. But of all 
my dear Bargains none ever mortified, or di&ppointed 
me more,, than a Purchafe whiclrl made fome Days 
ago, of two tatterM Volumes, (hangine oit the Rails 
in M»r^/a[f^ entitled, The Hijiory ^Jddreffh. You 
will allow. Sir, that had fuch a Hiftory been well 
written, my Sixteen Pence had not been fhing away 
upon Wafte Paper : But I found the Book a very im- 
perfed Sketch of what it promifcd : And the fecond 

Volume^ 
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only Point in View : So that Dedications and Ad« 
dreues are always put upon the fame Footing, by the 
bell Judges of that Sort of Writing : Yet in one Bt>int 
they di£r widely, the former bemg written to get 
Money, the latter to give it away. And of this, what 
can be a ftroneer Proof than that remarkable Addrefs 
from the Inhabitants of Totvejl, who o£fer'd to their 
Soverei^ t*wenty Shillings j and more in the Ppundy if his 
Neceflities requir*d it. 

But that we may not have too mean an Opinion of 
the Addrefles in our own Times, let us look back 
upon thofe of our Anceftors. — ^The Addrefles to James 
the Firft^ for we will be^ with him, as Queen Etixa^ 
hetb had a real Title to thehieheil Encomiums ; I &y, 
the AddreiTes to that Monardi are filled with the fy- 
cophandc Pedantry in which he delighted, and which 
has juftly been fince the Abhorrence and Contempt 
of all Mankind. To his Sorifibarles the Firft^ the 
Style, by Deerees, was alter'd : From a few real 
Grievances, athoufand imaginary Outrages were com- 
plained of; *till, at lafl, Remon|bances &om the Peo- 
* pie were only fo many Libels agamft the King : The 
Confequenoes of which are too well known, and felt at 
this Day, and the only Remark I ihall make upon 
them, is, that King Charles could never have been' 
brought to the Block without Addrefs, 

A&r the Murder of that King, Hypocrify, Cant, 
aod Nonfenfe were the Charadleriflicks of the Com- 
monwolth. Oli<ver Cromwelly whofe Underftanding 
was equal to his Villanies, laugh*d at the £led in his 
Sleeve, but receiv'd thehr fenaucal AddrefTes, with his 
£ye-£^]ls towards Heaven and his Heart towards Hell. 

To him fucceeded Richard: And he, even he was 
loaded with Addrefles. Richard (for what life we 
can't tell) preferv'd them all moft carefully, and 
lockM them up in a Box. After his Abdication, be- 
ing aik*d, what was in this Box, which he took with 
him wherever he travelled, he replied, or is faid to 

reply, 
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reply, " TTfe Lives and fortunes of the Good People of 
•' Et^iand, 

The Box is now in Poffeffion of an old Gentlcwo- 
man in Souihwark^ and I have procured, with fome 
Difficulty, one of the Addreflcs to that innocent Vfur- 
per. It comes &pm his ^od People of Huntington^ the 
natale Solum of Oliojer his Sire, and Iprefent it to you 
as the Stsuidard for all future Addreties, which may 
hei^fter boaft, that they had their Original in Com- 
mon Sen/e, 

To bis mofi Serene Bighnefs Richard, ^c. 

The humble Addrefs of the Inhabitants of the County 
of Huntington, 

Meyitplea/eyourHigbnefs, 

" IT A D not the Senfe of fo fad a Providence, in 

** Jtjl ourjiate and incomparable Lois of your dear 

•* and Princdj Father ^ been fo deep on our Hearts, 

." whofe County had the Honour to be the Place of 

** his Nativity, it might more eaiily, and much fooner 

** have been expre^d : But fo foon as our Grie& 

*' could well fpeak out, we crave Leave to prefent this 

" hum We Addrcfe 5 moft heartily to condole with 

** your Highnefs the Lofs of fo noUc a Father, and fo 

• * great a Prince, in whofe Hands were depofited the 

** Safety, Freedom, and every Being of the three Na- 

" tions: But the Wifdom of God hath ordered, that 

" this oiir Da^vid, after he had fervedhis Generation, 

** is fallen afleep 5 and that which indeed only allc- 

•• viates our Grief, and which we hope may turn Sor- 

" row into Joy, is, that Solomon his Son reigneth in 

*' his Stead, even that Solomon who was alfo born in 

" ourBethleem; and therefore we cannot but, among 

•• the Thoulands of our I/rael, moft efpecially congra- 

•* tulate the happy Succeffion of yQur moft Serene 

" High- 
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** Highnefs, M^ofe we Ate> aikt (hall em &y, Piaa, 
** Peace be untoyour Highnefsyand Peace tojfur Hi/pers, 
** for your God helpeth you, even that (Jod who, by 
** your moil deferved and peaceaUe Inthnmement, 
** hath remaiicably confuted the Hopes of your Ene- 
** mies and the Fears ofyour real BXid mdft fkithfiil 
** Friends ; and we are confident, Will not fiul nor 
** ibr&ke your Highnefs, but blels yoa widi a douUe 
** Pbrtion of the Spirit of Courage, Wil^om, and 
*^ Underfbmding, that you may build an Houfe fbr 
** the Lord, and a Houfe for his Kingdom ; that youF 
•* Throne may be greater than the Throne of your 
•^ Father Da<viJ, For the happy efie6Hng all which,. 
'^ as we daily bow our Knees to the God and Father 
•* of our Lord Jefus, fo we fhall, through the Affilt- 
*' anceof God, be ready,, according to our Duty, to 
** adhere to your Highneis with our EAates and 
** Lives. 



SATURDAY) March 1 8, 1738. 



lould imitate 
£d to fet up 
, in order t<^ 
d Shoals and 
Qnefs toTiold 
they apprc- 

call the PcD- 

their feveral 

A\'Ocations to be at Leifure to examine the Defigns pf 

ihofc who govern : It is therefore the Duty of every 

private Man, who has any Knowledge in Ai&irs of a 

Pub- 
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PaUick Nature, toallarm his Fellow Snbjefh as often 
as he fees any Meafures taking which may aftft their 
Kights or Piipeities. 

Pfenatl Laws, and high T^xes '{efpccially if the Me- 
thod of cellef^ng them be attended with Circumfhinces 
gxievoas and oj^reffiv^are Points that cannot be too 
often touchM upon : — Th^ throw fo great a Weight 
into the Minifterial Scale, that they may deflroy tnat 
Balance of Power betwixt theRcgal and Popuhu* Bran- 
ches of dte Government, which mvA be kept equal, or 
Liberty cannot be preferv*d. 

.Standing Armies are always expenfive, and in Times 
of Peace unneceflary, and therefore the People cannot 
be rendered too jealous of them : For certain it is, that. 
a Minifter whopavs an Army, and beftows the Pre- 
ferments, may make what Ufe of it he pleafes ; and . 
when once People come to hold their Liberties at the 
Will and Pkataie ofz Minifter, it is a very precarious 
Tenure.. 

Bat I find it has long been the Opinion of fome of 
the wiieft, as well as the honefteft Men in this Nation, 
that an over-grown Civil Lift (if fuch a Thing fhould 
ever happen) might prove a Rode upon wmch our 

Conftitation might fplit. Money has aftrange mag-^ 

aetick Vertue of attrafting Power: WiK>ever i* 

Mafter of the People's Puile, will be Matter of theilr 
Liberties. ; but the Purfe and the Sword to be both 
trufted in the iame Hands, is a little too much in a 
Limited Government.-*-^— When the People therefore 
give up both, they leave themfdves naked and de* 
tencelefs ; and if they afterwards ftnart for it, they will 
not be much pitied, when all the Excufe they can give 
for their Folly is, that they did not think a bad Ufe 
would be niade of them. 

Our Forefathers were bred up in a Notion, that 1 
Standing Army was inconliftcnt with a Free Govern- 
ment 5 and tikerefbre they never would admit fuch a 
Thing in Time of Peace, nor did they ever part with 

the 
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the Purfe : Their Reprefentatives,clc£led without 

Bribery^ took no Bribes themfelves i and, of Confe- 
quence» never gave the Strings of the People's Pupfe 
into the Hands of the Miniilers, to put their ui^Jml- 
lowed Fingers in and take out what they plcas'd. — — 
This mull be the infamous Work of a b^ie and dege- 
nerate Age, when Publick Spirit ihall be departed 
from amongft us, andthofewho fhall be entrufted by 
the People (hall think of nothing but enriching their 
private Families at the Expence of their own Honour 
and the Liberties of their Conflituents. 

I hope we Ihall never behdd fuch a Sccmc, yet it 
muft be own'd, that heavy Taxes intail'd upon us, — 
Funds, anticipated and mortgaged to pay the Intercft 
of an immenfe Debt contracted during the Courfe of a 
long War, have made a fbange Alteration in the Cir- 
cumftances (I hope it will not do fo in the Conititution) 
of this Nation. The Civil Lift has alfo been encreas'd 
fince the Nation has laboared under the Burthen of fo 
large a Debt ; but no doubt it was abfolut^y ncceilary, 
and chereforeall good Sub|e^ ought to rejoice at it. 

There is one Thing which all Govemours ought to 
bear in Mind, that whatever Neceifities may be pre- 
tended, the Wealth of the Nation muft not be drawn 
out of thoie Hands which improve it, and whklKaloRo 
can employ it to bring in more ;•— the Wealth which 
IS in the Hands of the Great and the Few, goes out 
for Luxury, and leflens the Publick Stock<^ that Share 
which is in the Hands of the Induftrious and the Ma< 
ny, is employed in Manufadures and all Kinds of 
Commerce, and of Confequence encr^es that Stock. 

But fuppole, where it is engrofted by the Few^ it 
fliould not be fent out, but be Tock*d up at Home, ftill 

it muft caufe a Stagnation in the Body Politick ; 

ftvidinz Waters grow cornipt, and a ftHl Air often 
breeds Infeaion.— -That Stock of Wealth which a Na- 
tion holds, like Air and Water, muft be kept in con- 
tinual Motion, to pieferve the Body Politick in Health. 

It 
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It is certain^ that, as the Wealth of the Nation runs 
into ^w , Hands, Arts, Manufa£hires, and Commerce 
will in Proportion decline ; and I am niuch afraid that, 
upon Examination, it will be found, that what is now 
gain'd upon the general Balance of Trade is vafily 
ihort of what it hasbeenat other Times, andof Con- 
fequence the People are not able to pay fo much to the 
Government as they have done. 

I (hall not enter into the Caufes of this Decay at pre- 
fent : — ^I will only fay, that no wife Government will 
lay fuch Taxes upon the People as mull drcin them of 
that Stock which enables them to carry on their feve- 
ral Arts, and to fubfiH with Comfort— The vuljjar 
Story, ofthe Man who thought, by Degrees, tobrmg 
his Horfe to live without eating, is very applicable to 
tlie prefent Cafe ; when he had reduced him to a Grain 
of Oats in a Day, the Horfe died. — If any crud and 
infolent Miniiler, wife in his own Conceit, fhould 
tkinkof tiying this Experiment upon the People, it 
will certainly &ve the fame EfFedt ; the People cannot 
live without Nourifhment : And if they are to be treat- 
ed like Beafb of Burthen, it muit be with the fame 
Care that wife ytd&en treat all Animals from whom 
they exped any Service. 

All I contend for is, that the Wealth of the Nation 
maSi not be engroffed by a few, let thofe few be either 
Minifters, Stock-jobbers, or both ; and Tince we have 
named a large Civil Lifl as one of thofe Dniws which 
mufl caufe too great a Revulfion, it will not be amifs 
to take fome flotice of the gradual Rife and Encreafe 
ofthe Civil Lift Revenue. 

I will go no fartfier back than the Reign of King 
Char/iu the Firji^ when the Publick Revenue, appro- 
priated for the Support ofthe Army, Fleet, and Civil 
Lift, amounted to no more than B51491 /. a Year, 
much fhort of what is paid to the Civil Lift alone in 
6ur Times, as fhall be fhewn in its proper Place. It 
is true, there was no Standing Army kept up in thofe 
. Times; 
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Times ; there were no more Troops than were abfo- 
lately necefTaiy for gatrifoning otir few fortified Towns 
and Forts upon the Sea Coaft ; but as the Expence of 
the Navy, and all Employments Civil and Military 
were paid out of that Sum, it is not to be fuppofed that 
half of it conld be applied to the Civil Lift alone. 

Next, as it wst* a Reign of Faftion and Trouble, 
many unhappy Accidents happened, which caird for a 
more than ordinary Expence, 

I cannot forbear mentioning another Thing that 
brought a very great Charge upon *the Crown, which 
was, thsit Maty oi MeMciSy Queen Mother of /3r««ri?,. 
and Mother to our then Queen, having been driven 
out of that Kingdom by the Power of Cardinal Rkh^ 
Beuy came hither for Refu w, and Was generoufly fup- 
ported by the King at the Kate of an hundred Founds 

{tr Day, for the Space of three Yean, without a Shif- 
Ing being demanded from the People for that Purpofc, 
or any I^fidency pretended in the Civil Lift. 

Upon the Reftoration of Y^xn^Charkt theSecond^ 
Aere was fuch an univerfM Joy fpread rfiro^ the Nation^ 
the People were on One Side in fuch high good Hur 
«ioar for the happy Change, and on the other fo fen- 
iibly touch*d with the Injuries die Stoyal Family had 
ftfl£r'd, that they were in a Difpofition to grant any 
Thing to make them amends ; and yet the whole Re- 
venue, given for Civil Lift, Army, Navy, and all other 
Expences of the Government, was but 1 83 3 2 1 9 ij 

It muft be obferved, that there were feveral new 
Expences upon the Cfown unknown to former Timcs,. 
the Troops of Life-Guards, as like wife the Foot-Guards 

were now appointed Tangier, which was giyeo; 

to Et^landhy the Kind's Marriage with, the In&nta 
^i Portugal, required a krge Garrifon, and the Place 
being cveiy now and then attacked by the Moors, the 
keephig its Fortifications in continual Repair was a 
great Charge ; befides this, there was a Queen-Dowa- 
ger living, whofe Dower was paid out dF it ; alfo a 

Duke 
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Dnkeof Thr^, 9ni Duke of Ghtciftir^ now ^own ta 
Men^s Eihte, to be fupported according to t&ir high 
>filaiik. 

I cannot here omit a Remark that has been made by 
ahnoft all our Writers upon Politicks ^m that Time 
to this, whidi is, that the Prefervation of the Liber- 
ties of this Nation were owing to the Duke of Ormonde 
and to the Earls isfSmahamptan and Cknfuhny who, in- 
flcad of ennloying Tricks to efcroc all they couid 
for the Civir lift, on the contrary check'd and op- 
•poied the Forwardneis of the People who were going 
to load the Crown with too great a Revenue, and a£ 
vifed the King to place his Strength and Safety rather 
in the Afiedtions of his Pecmle* than a large CivU 
Lift. 

Had the Throne at that Time been fuirounded 
with Robbers, what a fine Opportunity there was for 
Plunder; they might have roWbed without Fear of be- 
ing callM to an Account ; — an inuaenfe Civil Lift 
jnight have put it in their Power to have laid Parlia- 
ments afide ; or, which is worfe, to have bribed and 
corrupted them, aiid To have made them the Tools and 
Inftrunients of the People's Servitude. 

In the Reign ofXing James the Second^ the Revenue 
of the Government, including that of the Duke of 
York which was now confdidated with it, amounted to 
2 1 3 3 coo /. which fcrVd for Civil Lift, for a large Ar- 
my, for a Fleet, and all other Expences whatsoever. 
<>ut of this the Queen-Dowager was maintain*d, and 
likewife the Prince andPrincefs of Denmark, 

There was a Rebellion in this Reign which occa* 
iion'd an extraordinary Expence, and fhort as it was, 
there was a Debt of 800000 /. contracted in the former 
Reign, paid off, and when the King went away he 
left a confiderable Sum of Money in the Exchequer. 

Upon the Prince of Orange\ being made King of 
England, the Civil Lift, Army, and Navy were divi- 
ded, the Allowances fcr them were made fcparate and 

diftind 
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diftin6t Revenues, and 600000 /. per Annum was given 
for the Maintenance of the Civil Lift alone. 

Out of this Revenue he maintained himfelf and a 
Queen-Rerait, Catharine Queen-Dowager, the Prince 
and Princas of Denmark ^ an3 Duke of Gloucefier. 

In the next Reign, which was that of Queen Ann, 1 
believe the Civil Lift was intended to be the fame, *viz, 
600000 /. per Annum\ but by the Interruption of Trade, 
during the Courfe of a long War, the FunA fell fhort, 
and by the large Sums (he gave out of it, which are 
taken Notice ofbelow, the late Lord Godolpbin has often 
declared to his particular Friends, That, one Year with 
another, the Queen's Civil lift amounted to little 
more than ^00000 1, per Annum, 

^ Firft, She generoufly gave 1 00000 7. towards the 
Expence of the War : This was done to eafe her Peo- 
ple, at her own Expence, of Part of the Burthen whidi 
[ay upon them ; and this Sum would have remained a 
Debt upon the Nation to this Day, befides paying the 
Intereft of it all this while, hadfhe not given it but of 
her own Pocket.-— She likewife made the Publick a 
Prefent of 36000 /. per Annum out of her Share of the 
Revenues of the Poft-Office : To the Clergy fhegave 
the firft Fruit and Tenths. 

As to her Privy Purfe, it was the Poor's Box, a per- 
petual Fund for Charity. And it appear'd after her 
Death, (for Ihe made no Oftentation of her Charities 
herfelf, nor were Flatterers employ'd to trumpet them 
about) that feveral People haci Penfions from the Pri- 
vy Purfe ; Penfions not given as Bribes to do the dirty 
Work of ti Minifter, but merely out of Charity for the 

Support of indigent Families. If fhe was frugal, 

it was to enable her to be generous, and ftie would 
have thought that fhe defrauded her People, if Ihe had 
been nig^rdly in order to lock up that Money in 
Chefts which fliould circulate among them, or had 
fent it to Foreign Banks 5 and therefore all ftie could 
§)are, ihe return'd back again to them as their Right. 

It 
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^ Y Lord Soioft has cenmred Mon^ to 
Manuie : If it is gad^'d in Heaps 
(fays ln^ it does no good; oir the con- 
trsLty, k grows o&D&e: Butfpr^idit 
never ^ thin Q^«r the Surtee 6f the 
Eai^y and it fkaXL ihrich thew&ife 
Country. Thus the Stock of Wealth a Nation pof- 
ft£ks muft expatiate, or it is of no Benefit to the I^ib- 
lick.— 7-It bicmnes a Grievance when engr(^^ by a 
^Hands^ 

Asan immenfe Civil Li^ is one of thde ^reins that 
may divert it from its proper Chaftnds, it wfiHb© v«ry 
proper to beflowa few more Thoughts upon that Sub- 

We took Notice incur lafl, that the Civil Lift in 
the Beginning of the latevReign, was intreafed to 
700000 L per Jmmm^ which is more, by one hundred 
thoul&nd l4mnds a Year, than ever it had been b^ore. 

In, the Beginning of the prefent Reign it^^was rais*d 
to 800000 /. ftr Annum \ \yist is fdwther hundred thou- 
sand Pounds a Year added to it. 

A remarkable Circumibmce that attended this 4aft 
Settlement ought to be obferv'd, which is. That, if 
the Funds apprq)riated fell fhort, the Ptople were to 
make good the Deficiency ; but if they exceeded, no 
Account was to be given of the Overplus. 

I will not dertermine, whether this was exadUy con- 
liftent with that Ecjuality which fhould be obiervedin 
all Baigainsj-— as It was doneby the Repxtfentatives 

of 
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oFdie People hlrly ele^ed, I (hall take it for granted 
itwasthempftjuft ^d equal in the World.— Bat let 
tts go oa — The next Year an extraordinary Stim of 
155000 /. was granted to the Civil Lift; the Circum- 
(unces that attended that A&lIt have made (o muck 
Noiie, and created fo mudi Hi-Blood in this Nation 
aih-eadv, that I think the moll prudent Thing we can 
do will be to fay no more of it. 

Before we proceed farther, I think it will be ncccf&ry^ 
to j»emifc, that ev^ Saving to the Civil lift, as wdf 
as every new Acq'uifition, ought to be counted an Ad- 
dition, by which Wavtf computing we (hall find, that 
the prcfent Civil lift is greatly increafed (incc it was 
firft fettled. 

There is thirty fix thotifand Pounds a Year old Pen- 
fions, which were always paid out of the Civil Lift, 
now charg'd upon other Funds, and of Confcquence 
inwn the People, which is ccrainly an Addition of 
toirtv fix thoufand Pounds a Year to the Civil Lift. 

The Surplus of the Civil Lift Lottery, 171 3, a- 
mounting to fixteen thoufand four hundred Pounds 
per Arnmmy is alfo added to the Civil Lift, which two 
Sums make fifty two dioufand four hundred Pounds a 
Year. 

There are feveral Things which certainly belong 
to the Civil Lift, and which I never hear'd reckoned as 
Branches of it, and which, I dare fay, do not make 
any Part of the 800000/. per Annum y as the Revenue 
of Scotland^ which I have heard reckonM at forty thou- 
£md Pounds per Annum. 

If it be objcfted, that this Sum is all granted away 
in Penfions in that Kingdom, I don't doubt but it is 
well hid out, and that thefe Penfions are given to none 
but Perfons whofe Merit is very well known to our 
moft excellent Minifters; but however, as thefe Pen- 
fions would otherwile be a Charge upon the Civil Lift, 
it ought to be reckoh'd as Part of it. 
Vol. II. D There 
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There is alfa a Revenue in Ire/and belonging to the 
Crown, arifing from the Poft- Office, (^t-Rents, 
Hearth-Money, Crown Rents, i^fc, which ought alfo 
to be efteem'd Fart of the Civil Lid, tho* it certainly 
is not reckoned in the Sooooolfer Atmum. 

It is poflible that the greate^ Share of this mav be 
alfo granted in Penfions ; for I have been told of teve- 
ral worthy Men, whofe Faces may be feen every Day 
at a certain great Man^s Levee, and who do not know 
what Latitude that Kingdom lies in, yet have the good 
fortune to be penfion'd ujx>n that EUabliihment \ as 

alfo, fome F Ladies of great Vertue, whofe 

Names being a little too hard for an Ef^fi Tongue to 
pronounce, I fhall, for that Reafon, omit them ; how* 
^er, as this is alfo a Saving to the Civil Lift, it ought 
to be reckon*d as Part of it 

I muft not omit the feventy thoufand Pounds/er Jn- 
ftum taken from the Sinking Fund (that iacred Fund 
which was to pay off the Pubiick Debts) and added to 
the Civil Lift upon the pafting the Gb Ad.— This was 
granted upon a Prefumption, that the DuQr muft lef- 
len ; but considering tne iijfty Pounds which, bv this 
Ad, is to be paid tor every Licenre, and confidering 
the great Number of Licences taken out, and the vaft 
Quantities of thefe Spirits that are ftill drank, there is 
Reafon to think the Duty rifes very high ftill : And it 
may be feen by Eftimates formerly laid hefore Parlia- 
ment, that, in Proportion as the Duty upon Spirits 
funk, the Excife upon Beer and Ale always rifes. 

High Duties occafion a Decay of Trade, a Decay 
of Trade puts People apon hazardous Methods of 
maintaining their Families i Smugtii^ is one of thefe, 
and Smughng is attended with in&ute Seizures, and 
certainly the Crown*s Share of thofe Seizures fliail 
make a confiderable Addition to the Civil Lift in a 
Year. I think thefe accidental Acquisitions are not 
jtckon'd Part of the Socooo /. fer Annum. 

Ihav^ 
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I have ikid nothing of the vacant Places, Commif- 
ikms, GovemmentFy is^c. Numbers of thefearefome* 
times vacant four, five, fix Months at a Time : It 
muft make no contemptible Sum in a Year. I conceive 
I may be allowed to propofe a Quere, whether the Sa« 
vings upon thefe does not go to the Civil Uil ? 

If any Body denies that the Gvil Lift has the Bene- 
fit of thefe Vacancies, I fhould take it as a particular 
Favour if they would inform me, to what other Fund 
they are applied. 

I cannot make a jnft Computation of the Value of 
old Grants, which from Time to Time may fell in to 
the Crown ; but I have been infi)rm*d of fome other 
Things of ereat Value, befides the Allom Mines in 
York/hire^ which have fellen to the Crown, by the Duke 
of Buckingham's dying without Hue, which are a 
Yeariy Addition to the Civil Lift. 

The old naval Stores, fold from Time to Time* 
mull amount to a very great Sum. I do not pofitivdy 
aifert the Civil Lift has the Benefit of them, but, as it 
is a very confiderable Article, I ihould be glad to be 
infbrm'd to what the Produce of them is apph'ed. 

I have not mentioned the fixuricore dioufand Pounds 
given upon the Occafion of the Marriage of the Prin- 
cefs of Orange^ which is double to what any Daughter 
of England tstx had before. What made the Demand 
unexpe&dwas, that at the Time the Civil Lift was 
fettled fo high, feveral Members were fo indifcrete to 
affure their Friends without Doors, that no more 
would ever be aikM upon any Occafion whatfoever. 

About the Time the Eaft-lndia Company applied 
for enlarging the Term of' their Charter, it is iaid, 
they coin'd Gold Medals to a great Value. If it be 
true, I am afraid they came into fome dead Hand ; be* 
caufe I have not met with any of them in Circulation ; 
but as I do not fuppoie that any Part of them went to 
the Civil Lift, I (hall make no Computation of tlie 
Value of theqL 
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But as lam to mentimi theSayings of the Civil LM, 
I cannot forbear taking Notice of one, which isocca^ 
fion'd by a melancholy Accident, an Accident that has 
thrown the whole Naticm into Tears, I mean the De- 
ceafeofherMajefly, whofeextenfivcGcnerofity, and 
Contempt of Money, a Quality infeparad>lc from great 
Minds, are too well known to fbnd ia Need of an/ 
Panegyrick her e i. t j n By this melancholy jCircom- 
itance there will be a large, Yearly Saving to the CiviL 
Lift. 

It is no Wonder that ibme Perfons fhould ofkv to 
ftrm the Civil Lift at 900000 /./«r A»««r, for I am 
told, the fame Perfons, upon fomc new Lights they 
luive had relating to this Afl^r, would now very wil- 
lingly give a MilHon> and be very thankful to thofe 
who fhould help them to the Barg^n. 

All this while I have not mentioned the Revenue of 
the Eledtemte of Hanover ^ which, no Doubt, is ytrj 
large, and nu»ch larger fince the prefent Royal Fami* 
ly's Acccffion to the Qrown of England, by the Pur- 
diafe odf Bremen scrA Verden^ two confiderable Pro- 
vinces. I do not ixy they were purckafed with EngUJb 
Money, for I know, by the AA of Settlement it is 
provide^], that we are not to be put to any Expence 
upon the Account of the Dominions of Hanover ; how- 
ever, it is certain, it makes no Part of the 800000 il 
fer Annum. 

I forgot to mention, amongft the Savings, the Al- 
lowance of his R — H fs before he came to 

England^ as alio what he has receive fince le6 than his 

prefent M y, when P ce of W- — /, recciv'd ; 

all which, I conceive, ought to be counted as an Addi* 
tion to the Civil Lift. 

As to my own Part, I always thought his M— •— y 
was the proper Judge what Allowance was fit to be 

given to his R 1 H fs the P— — ce : As his 

M y^vas feveral Years in the fame Situation 

himfclf, certainly no Pcrfon living knows fowell 

what 
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what IS fu&ieiit to fupport the Rank and Dignity of a 
P— ce offT — /, and if lefsis iflued out of the Civil 
lift now, for that Purpofe^ than has been in other 
Reigns, it oaght to give Joy a2id Sadsfaftion to the 
Wk^Niatioli; and fofiu- from being a Ckufe ef Dif- 
i^^aftae, we ought to retam our grateful Thanks to 
kk Majefty for putting as to as little Expence as poffi- 
ble, for no doubt the Publick will liave the Benefit 
of this as well as of every other Saving that can be 
made out of the Civil Lift. 

Our Princes formeriy liv'dupon their Crown Lands, 
which was a kind of Hereditary Revenue ; butthefc 
having been in a great Meafure granted away, their 
Maintenance now comes out of the Purfe of the Peo- 
ple ; fo that the whole Civil Lift may be called Pub- 
lick Money. This being granted, I conceive oar Par- 
liaments have as much a Right to apply all of it that 
is more than neceftary for fupporting the Digtiity of 
the Crown, to other Ufes, as ttiey had firft to grant it ; 
hit we havcRcafdn to think, from his Majefty's knowtt 
}afti<*eand G^nerofity, that their Interpofition will be 
"imnecdikry, and that it will be done without them. ' 

We have 'fek«li Notice ^feady what vaft Things 
-QOiseti^iimdid for the Publick, out of a Civil Lift of 
li^lefhbi^ tbiinjive hundred thouland Pounds a Year: 
As it is not to be doubted, but the faraeOecbnomy 
^waA FrngaKty will prevail, the prefent large CivH 
Lift, inftead of hemg a Grievance, may &come^ 
Bldung to tbe Nation, by bein^ tum*d into a Kind of 
Fund for paying off the Publick Debts. 

j^istm^, that all Precautions againft the Inconve- 
^tiiencies df an over-grown Civil Lift may beunnecef- 
fary at a Time that no Man tallcs either of an avaritious 
'Court, 0^ a cortupt Adminiftmtion ; but it is not amifs 
to warn the People to beware of ^> becaufe if fuch a 
Thing ihould ever happen, there arc various Ways 
by Whkh thb 0)utt might, by Degrees, be able to 
4ttL\v *lic whole Stock outof the Rtdple's Pockety. 
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The Government of our Iflands and Plantations up^ 
on the Continent of America might be (old, or given 
to neceffitous Fellows for paying a Rent out of the 
Profits as long as they held uiem ; in Confideration of 
which, they might have a Cart$ blanche to fleece and 
plunder, and of Courfe all Complaints againft them 
would be fuppreiTed, and the Si^^ers always be ient 
away without Redre& 

Our Saviour drove the Money Chan^rs out of the 
Temple ; but if we (hould fee an avaritums Court aiKi 
a corrupt Adminiftration, they would be brought into 
the Temple again, and all the Dignities of the Church 
-would be fold to the befl Bidders. 

Charters, Grants, and Patents would bring fine 
Grift to the Mill, and Titles might be conferr'd on tl>c 
very Scuiii of Change-Ally ; for it would be fufficient 
Merit that they had cheated their Fellow Subjeds of 
^oney enough to pay for them : In fine, every Thing 
that fhould be the Reward of Merit, or intended for 
the Publick Service, would be turn'd into a Job i by 
all which the Wealth of the Nation would foon be 
drawn within a very narrow Circle, and grafp^d by 
fuch Harpies as would never part with it again. 

An immenfe Civil Lid will neither maice us formi- 
dable Abroad, nor rich at Home ; for when our 
Wealth is drawn from thofe Channels, by pacing thro* 
which it nourifhes the Commonwealth, our W^knefs 
will be feen and known by Foreign Nations. 

Wealth in the State is like Blood in the Body of 
Man, it muil circulate thro' all the Veins and Arteries, 
otherwife the Body Politick will languifh and decay ; 
the inferior Members mud have their Share of Nou- 
riihment as well as the Head and Heart. 

It is true, that the Head was by Nature appointed to 
command the whole Man ; but if the Head fhould 
fpeak thus to the fubordinate Members, *' I am your 
** Mafler, and you move only by my Orden ; you, 
** my Hands, were made to work for me ; and you, 

** my 
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** hky Less, to bear me ; I will» by Vertne of tliat 
** Power I have over ^od, take to mviUf that Blood 
" and Spirits with which yoa have hitherto been nou- 
'* riflied. 

It is no Doubt but fuch a feolifli Head might grow 
to an enormous Siase, but it would be in Danger of 
&lling to the Ground for all that! for the Hands would 
neither be able to work for it, nor the Legs to bear it 
long. 

Upon the whole, there is nothing which concerns 
the general Intereft of the Society fo much as to guard 
againfl an over- grown Civil Lift, and therefore I (hall 
think publick Spirit dead, if 1 ftiould fee Mens Atten- 
tion engaged two or three Months about the Change 
of a Secretary, a Chamberlain, or a Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, which perhaps is no more than a pri« 
vate Contention betwixt a Knave in Place, and a Fool 
out, or, vice ver/a^ the Fool in and Knave out 5 and 
if fixteen thouiand Pounds a Year be added one Year 
to the Civil Lift, thirty thoufand another, and fe- 
venty thoufand a third, it fhould be no more than a 
nine Days Wonder. 



SATt>R* 
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Saturday, A^ril i, 173S. J 



S I R, 



Kent, Feb. 11, 1737. 



AM an old Country Gentleman of a- 
bout 1000 /. per AnnutHy well timbered, 
and, by what I can find, we have had 
neither a Rogue nor a Fool in the Fami- 
ly, the one to encreafe the Eftate, nor 
the other to fquander it away. 
It fcems to have been a Maxim in our Family, that 
we had no Right to fpend what we did not get; and 
the Eftate has defcended from Heir to Heir without 
any Incumbrance tiU Charles the Firjt*s Time, when 
it was mortgaged for looc /. to ferve that unfortunate 
Prince, wliich has continued a Debt upon it ever fbiccJ. 

The original Mortgage is now in the Iron Cheft, 

and the fine Silver embroidered Coat, that was worn 
ibout three Times at Court after the Reftoration, 
hnngs in the Prefs juA by 5 the former has been always 
fliewn as a Teftimony of the Regard wc paid the 
Royal Family ; and the latter, that my Grandfather 
got nothing /or venturing his Life and encumbring his 
Eftate : A^ Family have been often chofe Members 
of Parlian\ent fince, but their Votes never got them 
any Thing, and I have got a Manufcript Speech or two 
upon Subjedls that are now almofl Treafon to mention : 
—The Borough too, for which we ufed to ferve, 19 
ftrangely altered : At the laft Election I made but one 
Vote, and that was the Butcher. I have often had a 
Mind to fell fome Timber and pay off that fame Mort- 
gage; but we have a Tradition in the Family, that 

when- 
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whenever a Tree is fcU'd in the 30 Acre Wood, the 
Poflcfibr of the Eftate died in a Year afterwards ; but 
if I could marry Moify to her and my Own Mind, Td 
venture it, for I got the Gout at the lafl Eledion, in en- 
deavouring to ferve my Country, by oppofing t\vo Gen- 
tlemen that voted for the Exdk, that 'tis with Pain, 
Mr. Common Senfiy that I now write to you ; and as 
all iay Concern now is about my Dandier y when fhe 
is well di&ofed of I don't aue hoW foon I die. I ran 
a couple of hundred Pounds in Debt too, but having had 
a pretty good Crop of Hops tee Year, I have juft 
paid that oSL 

The Occasion of my giving you this Trouble is, wtr 
have got a Sett of Players near us 5 my Neighbour Birch , 
who was made a JufHce of the Peace when I \^ turn'd 
out at the laft Ekdion, feys, 'tis againft Law to Adt 
Plays : He is a Man aot very deep learn'd, as 

they fay, but writes ai good Hand with a Knife and a 
cleft Stick, which we call Scores ; and they tell me, 
he as to have a Place in the Exchequer ; I know he 
was bred in this Sort of Way^ for I have fecn Bundles 
of his Wooden Receipts, enough to make a Bonfire : 
In fhort, he told 'em they Ihould not z€t ; but Madam 

Birch, who—- you underftand me, was bred 

at a Boarding-School, figns the Warrants, ^c. was 
moved by a handfome Letter fi-om the Mafter of the 
Players, prevail'd Upon his Worfhip to let 'ent ad, 
and fhe fits in the beft Seat of the Bam where they aft 
every Night. 

Mo/fy fent to all her Acquaintance, and away we 
went to fee a Play ; I am fure I laugh'd heartily, and 
fo did every Body except Tom Fidget ; in fhort, I 
thought Tom the beil natur'd Fellow I ever faw, and, 
if my Girl lik'd him, defign'd he fhoald change his 
Name and marry her : But he has been up two 6r 
three Terms to the Temple, and I never faw a Fellow 
(b muchaher'd.— *He wears a Wig with one Lock of 
a Side asd one behind, and a Pump with a great Buckle 
j^ ^ within 
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within an Inch of his To^s — he uied to ride wdl X 
hundngy and I gave him % Horfe of my own Breed 
out of old Dragon^ he has had him managed, as he 
calls it, and now he won*t gallop above a Mile in an 

Hour ; ^His Song ufed to be, There njoas three jolfy 

Hunt/men : But now *tis. Si care carofi. He iat next 

to Molfy at the Play, ikid it was damn'd Stuff, and 
worie adied : but if fhe was once to fee an Opera 
and hear FarineUty ihe would never defire to iee ano- 
ther Englijh Play as long as flie liv'd. In fhort, af- 
ter a few Words, ihe bid him hold his Tongue, and, I 
believe, calPd him Fool, for admiring what he did not 
nnderfUnd. — I don't believe fhe*U have him, for 
everfmce her C6ufin SrM^/f of Tcv^^/r/^was with 
her in the Cbuntry, (he has hated the Name oSFart" 
4teilit and you cant't vex her more than to talk of his 
Performances. 

When I £rft h^iMxl of an A61 againft Plays and the 
Players of Interludes, ^e, I thought it was to forbid 
thefe Foreigners ading, and to fend them, with their 
iifelefs unnatural Pipes, back again to their own Coun* 

try. 1 little thought my own Cbuntrymen were to 

Itarve to fupport them ; and, pray, why are all Di- 
veritons ta be connn'd to WeftminJUrf I think it a 

feat Hardlhip I may not have a llaugh in Country if 
pay for it, and I think Molly has as much a Right to 
be diverted as any Sack Pofi^t Lady in Town ; be- 
ildes, it has long been a Complaint of the Countiv 
Gentlemen, that their Wives and Daughters are al- 
way running to fee the Diverfions of the Town^ and 
when there are no Plays to be aOed in the Country, 
this Defire will encreafe : I don't deiire Melly fhould 
go there, for my Neighbours learn nothing but to be 
lo proud they won*t dam th^ir own Linnen, and all 
their Talk is of nothing but Mantelets^ Frektns^ Fmri- 
pelli, and London Midwt'ves. 

1 thought, Sir, it had been a Maxim, never to rob 
People ottheir Bread without putting them in a Capa- 
city 
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city to get more : Pray, who will take anv of thefis 
Players, or what Employment can they follow ; will 
Baxaxett mend a Gap, or Cato make a ^ood Tapfler ? 
^^^Defdemonm will never mend my Stockings, nor (hall 
Mn,. Patch t wait upon my Daughter.— —Had they 
been found deftrudive to Trade in the Country, it 
would have been another Thing ; but I don't find 
they carry any Money out of it : And I'll fwear they 
are the only fine dreis'd Folks that do not. Or had 
X^t^. been io peceiIkry,to.the Town, the Conntry muft 
Imv^ fip^jrtd tijfeni^ liad there been a Want of proper 
^Mcirii II& Lords and Pimps^ Buify Bodies and lagoe^ 
DutchefFcs and intriguing Chambermaids. 

But they fay, there's a litde Playhoofe in the Ha^- 
market that is a perfed Patubrah Box, and that one 
/ * ■■■ ng fiUs it, uA every Night the Audience iiied 
to carry away Squibs and Cracken, which they let 
off in die Country, and ibmetimcs at Court ; if this 
be ib, let the Cburt iet another Shop of the ikme 
Trade in the (ame Street. There are Court- Writers 
enough, thatcan write and make nothing of it ; there's 
Cihher, he wrote Cafar ht Egypt y let him write defir 
in , let the Scenes be adorn'd with Beef-eaten 

and Guards, and Drums and Trumpets^ and have a 
nighdy Review there. " ■ I would have all People 
diverted, and thoie that have no RelKh in their Ears, 
let them feaft their Eyes ; but left there fhould be fome 
who (out of Cunofity may chance to come there) may 

like to hear, let there be Mufick, — let there be an 

Ode, — and let, oh, let Sun and joyous Day appear. By 
this Means the long blinded World will fee the mean- 
ing of his ebborate Performances ; — There let the 
Fools with their Foreign Education, who have dang- 
led Abroad from Court to Court, and have lived To 
long in them, that when they come Home they can*t 
live out of one» nightly Refort. 

Let Cibber write for the Court, and F/. ng for 

the Country, and every Night thi^ latter will have a 

grca^ 
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great Number of your Relations, for whom I hare thie 
greated Refped, tho* not fo happy as to be of kin to 
them. 

/ am. Sir, 

Tour Untffihle Servant J 

Ru s T Y B AC o n; 



nW'-^ 



Saturday, Jfril %y 1738. 

• •* 
- 7o the Authr of CouuojiS^ji^^^ 

SIR. 

cc read a Letter in 
I in the Style and 
(Rcer of the Army, 
^ire/oci ; the Writer 
ms 'to lament, that 
Profeflion of a Sol- 
Contempt, as it has 
done withiu a few Years. ! 

He has afligned fome Reaftns for itj but in my 
humble Opinion, there are feveral more which he has 
not touch'd upon. 

He takes Notice, that, by a Peace of upwards of 
five and twenty Years, not one in a hundred of thofe 
that compofe the prefcnt Arpiy ever faw the Face of 
an Enemy ; a Circumilan'ce that will always make a 
Soldier look little, tho' it fhould not be his own Fault : 
fiut beifides, if the Pegple /hould have a Notion, that 
. an ,Army, Strangers as much to the Honour as to the 

Dangtiw 
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fkmgcrsofdRfrPrt^cflkm, arefccptup odytocodc 
^AturHBt^^aadlooklH^u^didr FeUow SubjdEb at 
Hoxne, It muft unayokkMy renckr tkem Ol^e^bf 
Hatred as well as Contempt; and therefore I hdpe 
th^ ncTcr will tiiiBik fo. 

He obfervcs, that in otKer Timet, Annies hare 
been looked ujpon as die Schools of Honour^ and at tht 
fenc Time he owns, tfattf thelndtiftrywhich one Mm 
has employM to comipt all Ranks of Mcto, has infe6bed 
the Anny as wellas theC— — — ». If thisbefo, I 
cannot fee what Right a S^ier has to^ treated as 
Gentleman. 

But Krf^^*, perhaps, w31 fey, tfcrt there are IHIl 
feme Men of Hfononr left in die Atiny ; and that it Is 
very hard Aat they ihould fuficr for die Behaviour 
and Aftibns of a few Scoundrels thit have crept in a- 
mon^them. I arilWcr, I realjy bdieve thm atie, 
and 1 ^oW it to te hard, that diey ^ouW be con- 
fouftded^kh Jhc fervilcand Aebafe; but he ihould 
confider, thatUTs the Fate of all whoke^badCOm- 
TOny tofufer'in their Reputations forcing" fo 5 aH 
Bodfies of Men whatfoever have a Charafter ^ftamji'd 
upon ^em by die World according to the Behaviour 
01 the upper Part, tho* they hajpfpen to be the fcwcft 
InNuml^. 

If, for Exahiple, you fliould feiid Mfcn of no Gjqw- 
rity to do y6uf Bufinefs with Fbreign States, you wffl 
be look upoh'^s'a Nation of Ideots. 

If you bearlniults from Fbrcigriers, you wffl be 
treated as a Kingdom ofPdtrootts. 

tf your Miniflcrs fhould ^overti by ' Goiruptioii , 
'andkaow nol^olicy but that oTBrfceiy, it Tmlbe 
no foonfer known in the World than your Country wHJ 
be looked upon as a Den of Thieves. 

The fame holds good with Refpeft to Prdeffiom, 
^— if chofe ^vha: poifefs the fuperior Pofts of the Army 
ihould prove to be a crhtgihg 3et o€ Syc^anty, own- 
ing thbir Preferment to f uch fcandalous Services as a 

Man 
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Man of Honour woold rather fufier Detth tkan &b- 
mit to, ^ofe whoaie in the inferior Pbib muft expeft 
to fhare the Scandal, and the vety Profeifion it£d£ynSX 
become ignominoos. 

You will hy, it is not juft thus to confound Char 
rafters, and to put the Scoundrel and th^ Man of Ho- 
nour upon an equal Foot :— — I will own it ; but how 
fliall the World know that there are Men of Honour 
amon^ them ? 

Thofe in the high Pofts are feen and known, they 
ihinein Gold, and dazzle you with the Splendor of 
their Equipages ; in fhort, they draw the Eyes of the 
World upon them :•«— When one of them is preferred, 
it is a natural Enquiry to aflc, for what Services waa 
this Man raised, what Trophies had he^gain*d ? In 
what Siege, or what Battle did he diftii^lm himfelf ? 
And then you hear that he has crin|;ed« lawn*d, or that 
he has deferted and betray*d his Friends : His Infiuny 
becomes the Subjeft of every Co£^-Houie, and every 
private Cbnver&tion.-*- Whereas, your Soldier of Ho- 
nour may be neither icen nor fpoke of; he may be 
kept under i hemay, ina Manner, be buried in an db- 
ienre Poft, and be made ufe of only as a Footftool for 
a Poltroon to riie over his Head by. 

I know it has hapi)en*d in Time of War, that an 
OiBcer has fometimes been nromoted out of his Turn ; 
but then it generally is for.fome Aftion attended with 
fo much Bravery, that it would be an Injuilice not to 
diilinguiih fuch a Man : And in that Cale his Brother 
Soldien never murmur ; for it is obferved, that there is 
not, among any Profcflion whatfoever, fomuch true Ge* 
neroiity to be met with as among the Soldiery, (I mean 
thofe that really deferve to be adlM Soldien ;j[ but in 
Time of Peace, whenever you fee a Fellow put over 
the Heads of Men of Service, you may depend u^n 
it, it is for fome dirty, fcandalous Merit, that nothing 
but amoft profligate Tool could iubmit to. 

Ithink 
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I think no SitiiatioQ can be more melancboix tluui 
that of a brave and honeft Officer, who hat qwdified 
himielf wdl for his Profeffion ; who has fond at a 
Time it was an Honour to ferve; who has «waed the 
Poft he holds by his Blood, to fee (bme iervileMinion of 
a Minifler, a Fellow that perhaps is not worthy to wipe 
his Shoes, put over his Head ; when atthe iame Time 
hb Circumfbmces may be fo narrow that he it not in 
a C6nditi(m to throw up his Commiffion, nor pull that 
Fdlow by the Nole wao has had the Impudence to 
flep into a Foft which was his Rights left lie and hit 
Family ihould ftarve. i don*t know, I &y , anv Situa- 
tion that can be fo grievous to a generous Mind ; and 
yet I am afraid it is the Cafe of many a bmvc Fellow 
in the World at this Hour. 

At for my own PM, I love a Soldiers but I would 
have yon to underfiand, Sr, that I do not call that 
ManaSddierwhohaseain*daCommandintheAmiy * 
by dirty Services, whiok have nothing to do with the 
Profeffion ; who fbutswitha Cockade, butaever ap« 
pearMin Arms bat at a Review ; who thinks it fafer 
to make a Breach in the Ccmftitution than in an £ne- 
my^s Town ; and who has not the Courage to attack 
any Thing but the Liberties of hb Country ; no. Sir, 
I fhali never 0ve the Name of Soldiers to fuch He- 
roes as thefe; I coniider them only as the Blaclq;uard 
of a M'- ■, and let them gain what Preferment 
they will, I (hall never call them by any other Name 
than what they deferve. 

If any Man in Power ihould ever make fuch a vilk- 
nous ufe of ian Army, as to beftowall the Preferments 
in it towards corrupting the Legiflature, he muft be a 
Perfbn of an uncommon Front, who fhould venture to 
a£bt after that, that a ikndinpr Army is not dangqt>tit 
lb the Conftitution.*— — It is certain, it may te dan- 
gerous without fuch Meafures, but when it once comes 
to that, there is an £nd of all Doubt about di« 
Matter^ 

We 
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Wehaiye Jteafonto hdpe iiicbiln ^Attempt Will ne- 
hwtlit imuley becattfe we Defttu^on muft £Maw 
thut Min> andali that bdoQ| to hiiti, if hb fiiould mif- 
^:j^ in the Attempt I— ^oe mnlb throw away the 
'Scabbsni, andidblve to defboy us, that itmay not be 
in <rar Riwer to dcftix>y him* 

iCho* I havededared, that I loire a Soldier, yet 1 
iove my Country more ; aikd dierefore I am ibrry 
there (houM be any Occa£on to ktep 1^ an ArsEiy in 
this Nation during a Peaee that has ^fted fomdny 
Years. Ifyie (hoald be : obliged to go to War, (as it 
leems abfolateiy ncccflaiy) nbthisg will be found of 
ttft to us but our Ships and our Seamen^ and it were 
almoft wordi a War to put an End to all Pretences for 
keeping up a (landing Army. 

lam anaidwe Aailbeiptto lookuixman Armv 
as dan^etons to the Liberdes of dm Naticn, opuld lit 
lie maintairicd even withioiit Esc^mccto the Ptofde; 
aad on the other Side, were it not daneerous, the 
Bxpeaot is heavily iblt it the pitfent indebted dr- 
^mfbmtes of this Nation: So that diere is every Rca* 
ion mtheWoridtoindueeas toeaie ouHelva of that 
Burthen. 

I have ibmewhere tiead an Obf^rvaden that has beta 
mtdeupon Armies, which will fie all Countries andali 
Times : My Author iays^ diat a Military Force ave 
either Servants arm*d for waging War at a Diffamoe, 
for revenging Infults, for mamtainihg new Conquefb, 
or elfe for Imping the People at Home (at whole Ej> 

-petite they are maintainM) in awe.-*-When it ifi the 
lueer, {hjs he) dmt Govcnunentis aTyrlnny, what- 
ever fpedoos Name may be put upon it. 

N<m;v let us grant, that the prdcnt (landing Army 
has not been maintain'd to keq> the FBo|)le at Home 
in awe, and to fupport Tyramiy i let us bkewife fof>- 
pofe, that the pretent Adminifbation, being uacorrupt, 

. wanted fta Army to defend them agsdnft the Resent- 
ment of the People ; when all this isallowod, yet I 

can- 
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taimotthiiik'die'NaidDn Jos received any great Bene- 
fitiiy the having had an Army fo many Yean. 

i JimnUy conceive, that we have not greater 
Wdght in the Aflairs of SMrspe than we had before 
mejnaintain'dan Anny : I do not think ^t Foreign 
Nations pay greater Cbort to«snow ^Kan they did m 
former Times ; it does iMft>a|^>du-, l^y, that we are 
either more fbirM, or more refpeded : In a Word, 
that the Government is become either more popolar 
at Home, or mote formidabte Abroad, than what no 
landing Force was kept in this-NsMoon. 

As to the Obfervation made by your Correfpon- 
dent, Frank Firelock^ that there is a great Decay of 
, that nice Senie of Honour in the Army which ufed to 
adorn and diftinguiih the Soklier's Ohara^ler, I think 
that alone is a good ReaAm vsrhy we flionld wrfli to iet 
^ Army dsil^ded. I an 4rry to hear that ptfre 
Stream ihould be tainted and corrupted amone the 
Soldiery, it were to be wiihM, that they had Icept 
up their Senfe of Honour, wore it for no eihcr Realbn 
hot^staiitcleof it may Tematn ibmewhere inthe 
Nation. 

lfanyMaii\)(411arg^, that^4fhere is kis Banger t6 
-die libsrties of a Nation, fvoki an Aimy c om i n andefl 
by ftK^ pactffck Officers as^ue heSa^ defcribed, ^an 
from one conmianded by Men who Ihould owe their 
Preferment to nothing but their Valour and Condud 
m War, I muft beg^rdon ¥f "dlfierin Opinion fntoi 
him ; for I csmnot hdp thii^cmg, that let an Army 
have never fuch Poltroons at ks'Hbid, itwittldways 
be able to keep the t^tt and peaceabk Part of the 
Subjeds inaWe; and you may 4e fure an Army fo of- 
iicw^d ^l ^n*vfer be cirtploy*d upon^my other Service. 

I hinted before, that if 'Military P r eferm ents (hould 
be beftow*d to influence and corrupt thoie who Were 
chofen to ferve in another Capacity, it is die moft dan- 
gerous and wicked u<e diat an irbltraty Minifter cato 
p^fiUy make of an Army; the gallant Soldier that 

has 
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has been ufcd to look an Enemy in the Face will nerer 
ftoop to {o bafe and infamoas a Service. And I am of 
C^ion, that if a corrupt Fellow in Power, or any of 
his MinicHis ihould dare to propofe any Drudgery of 
this Nature to one who was really a Soldier, he would 
have very good Luck if he efcaped with his Ears. 

I take it for granted, if ever this be done, they will 
know to whom they propofe it It is not the fight- 
ing Man that is wanted for thefe Services ; thofe that 
dare not fight may undermine ; and therefore People 
every Way qualified, no Doubt^ will be chofen for 
the Purpofe. 

He that can procure a Seat (no Matter by what Me^ 
^thods) in a certain AfTembly, will immediately be qua* 
lified to be a Govemour, a General, or a Colonel of 

A Regiment. Let him not be firightenM out of his 

poor little Wits, for he fhall only fight with his 
Tongue, and all the Military Difcipline he fhall ever 
be put upon fhall be a blind Obedience to the Orders 
of the grand Corruptor. 

In aU the Misfortunes that happen to us in this Life, 
there is fomething more or lefs grievQUS according to 
jthe Circumflances and Character of thoie hy whom 
we fufe-.».. Were I to be conquer^ in War, me> 
thinks, it would leffen my Afflidion were it done by 
9 'Turentif, a Et^ene, or a late Dukie of Marlborough ; 
were I to live at a Time that the Liberties of my 
Country were to be loll, ihould it be contrived by th^ 
Schemes of a Ricblieu or a BurUi^b^ it would be fbms 
fmall Confolation to me in my Mifery . 

If ever it fhould be our Fate to be enflaved, may it 
be brought about at leall by Villains of fome P^rts in 
the Cabmet, as well as of fom^Courtge in the Fields—- 
May we never be cheated, betrayed, and undermined ; 
■■ ; ■■ may our Miferies never be encreafed by the 
killing Refiedion, that we were undone by Fools and 
Cowms I nay, may it be done bravely aad by open 

Foroe« 
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Forte, rather than by Treacherx and Frtnd. In 

jL Word, may we be worried by Lions, rather than 
knaw*d to Death by Rats. 

Saturday, jipril 15, 1738. 

^0 the Author of Common Sense, 

SIR, 

; H E R E 18, in 7v/$r, a Defcription ofa 
Republick, which (eems very fuUy to 
reprefent our Englijb Conltitution, ibdi 
as it is in Theory, whatever it may be 
in Fa6t His Words are theTe, Statu§ 
effe optime confiitutam refubUcam^ pueex 
trihiu genirlhui litis ^regali^ optirm^ & fofulari coufufi^ 
fHodice^ nee funiendo irritei animum immanem acferum^ 
nee omnia freiermittendo ticentid ci*ves deteriores reddaU 
A Government confiding of a Prince, a Houfe of He- 
reditary Peers, and another of fit Perfons, freely and 
&irly ereded, to rpprefent the Body of the Commons* 
anfwers the Idea form'd by Cicero of the moft excel- 
lent and moft ufiexccptionable Cammonwealth. This 
is, or ought to be the Government of England. Tbe 
execimye Power is lodgM in the King, to which Power 
are added fuch Prerogatives and Pre-eminencies, as are 
abundantly fufficient to maincain his Safety, hb Ho- 
nour, and his Dignity, both at Home and Abroad. 
To each of the two Houfes belong fuch Separate Privt« 
ledges as are proper to prefervc th^Eo^ers with whick 

Ac 
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tkcReprcfentartivcs of the People arecntruftcd : So thit, 
upon diis general Sketch, oar Conftitution is prefer- 
able to any other Form of -GoveriMncnt Whatever. 

It is therefbi^c the Duty of every honefl EngHman 
to preferve; ias imidi as in^iim lies, every Part of the 
original Conftitution, to keep it pure and entire, and 
to ^oiffifkr^ 'tha$ tibe moft mimite Deviation hem it^ in 
miy Thing material, cannot be made without Preja* 
dice, either to the Prerogative of the King, or die 
Liberties of the Subjed : And there is the more Rea- 
fon togn^rcldgaioftany Innovation, beifeverfoimall, 
becaufe the Nature of fo nice and delicate a Frame is 
foo a^t to l)e eafily difturb'd, and ty the leaft Difloca- 
tion, m any one Part, the whole may beunhinc'd. It 
is natural for a King to aim at an Encreafe of his Au- 
thority : And it is natural for each Houfe to endeavour 
to enlarge it*s JurifdidUoh, and to lefienand break in 
aipon the Power of the Crowh : So that as long as 
wen are fobjeft to the Paifions of Revenge, Ambi- 
tion, and Avarice, fo long are our Laws inCangbr 
■rf an Altcmtion for the -worfe. 

The Weaknefs of Tome Men, and the Wilfolnefe of 
odien, may caofe frequent l^^tes as to the real 
ConfliKitioKi itli^, ^hich indeed, in iomt Fnfts of k 
(Hke the fecred Writines] are not t^oite dear to tire 
heSi and moft unbiafsM UnderftandingB : Bdt the eP- 
fential Points of k (13ce the Saiptures K\Sd) are well 
Scnown i^ pededty imdei%)i^: Nch* c^ntheybe 
jniftaken, but for want of Cou^ge, Attetidbny or 
Integrity. 

I cannot thereliM*e hel]^ repe^it^, ^ven in this (hoit 
Letter, the indifpenfiMb Neccflity which every Lover 
of his Country is under to Wareh moft carefuUy thte 
^tu»tion of the State in all its Branches, in Times of 
Che \t9i&, apparent Danger, as ^11 ias thofe of the 
•greflleft; for whoever wSl confider the feveral Schemes 
ivhich havf been invented for dkbliihing the Freedom 
«f Mm oniM itv^omties, wiU^find, diiat Slavery is 

not 
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not £9 ipttGh owing to the Want of proper Lswst a&to 
the Wa«t of pre&nring thoie I^aws. Thei« are few 
civilized Nations whofe I^ws do eiTeotiall/ contiadid 
aad ov'^rthrow any Fundamental Maxims of luftice : . 
On the contrary, all People jpietend to busld their 
Laws upon inch Maxims, as nave Reafoii and Up>« 
righjbiefr for thci^ Bafis : The Mi&hief theidbreta 
bf^, a^f^vhepd^ i^y & Draarture from thoie L^» and 
ftomi tivs cftabHihed CuAom of proceeding in Cafes 
w}ici|o^tb^Iiberty pf the Subjed There 

are ia4t»d fome immaterial Points wiucK xaiy be 
chang*d, and profitably tc for the Common- 

wealdi : But when fuch a s propoied (which 

the difierent CircusAftances 01 1 imes and Things may 
require) the beft Rule to judge of the Advantage or 
Detriment which is like to refult from it, is to con&ler 
impartially^, whether it is better or worfe for the Li- 
b^ties of the People. On thole Liberties is the Foun^ 
dition of our Goverifument built: For thofe Liberties, 
have our Anceflors ilruggled : Nor is the King's Ri^t 
to be leiTen'd 9.ny more than the Rights of his Sub- 
jeds. The Balance mv^St be c^)pl, and then, and then 
ody, we ihall be happy. 

lam. Sir, 

Tour conftofU Reader 

And bumble Servant^ 

Abraham Ballast. 

I Agree entirely with my Correfpondent, in thePub- 
li^-fpivited Care which he recommends to all his 
Countrymen, and in his Defixe of keeping the Scales 
exa£Uy even between the King and the People ; but I 
hope he will forgive me, if I difibr from him in the 
high Opinion he has entertained df the Excellence of 

our 
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dar Con^tution, and if I point out ibme Piirts of it' 
where there is fome room for Amendment. For Ex- 
ample, we believe that no Law is, or can be made, 
<o which all Men, bv their Reprefentarives, do not 
give their Confent ; but as Beprefentatives are choien 
Only by the Majority of Eleftors, thofe of the Mino- 
rity, ftriAly fpeaking, have not their Reprefentatives. 
It may be faid, that there can be no other Way of 
chufm'g, and that the Cpnfent of the Minority muft 
be fuppos'd to be included in that of the Majority, 
otherwife there could hardly be any Choice, as every • 
individual EleAor will fcarce ever agree in the Choice 
of one and the fame Reprefentative. This is very 
true, and therefore fliews, that we really value our- 
(elves upon a Branch of our Conftitution which is not 
perfcft, nor ever can be fo. 

The Power in the Crown to create any Number of 
Peers, on anyOccafion, is a mod dangerous Preroga- 
tive, and may undo the Nation at one Stroke. Queen 
Elizabeth fwhofe Memory every true EngUfiman 
ihuft revere) was fo fparing of her Honours, that Ra- 
fin blunderingly tells us, *' Scarce a County at King 
** James\ Acceffion had Knights enough to ferve in 
*' Parliament". All wife Pnnces will follow her Ex- 
ample. They will confider, that the Power they make 
Ufe of againjl the Commonwealth may one Day be 
tuniM againil themfelves : And that, by making Ho- 
nours too cheap, thofe fplendid Jewels of the CVown 
will lofe their intriniic Value, and the Crown itfelf 
fliine with ^efs Luftre than it ought. But hpw tot- 
tering is that State who(e Welfere depends upon the 
Wifctom of the Sovereign ? and how httle Di^rence 
is there between an Arbitrary Government, ab origim, 
and one which may be made fo at Will. Happy for us, 
the prefent Times Yecure us amply from all Danger ; 
but God only knows what this Nation is to exped ^ 
ftom Princt Poftirity, 

The 
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The Liberty of chafing Members of Psurliaitient 
by fome of the mod wretched and poor Towns, as 
well as by the greateft Cities, is a Point worthy the 
Confidcration ot judicious Men, and might perhaps be 
alter'd for the better. The largeft County m Ei^land 
returns but two Members, the leaft Borough in it re* 
turns as many. If the,fmall fioroQghs uerdbre in 
each Country were deftroyed, and the iameNumber of 
Members returned for the Shire itfelf, and the chief 
Town in it, woul4 not a Dai^er be removed which 
the prefent free and happy Choice of Repreientativet 
make as lefs apprehenhve of than we ought to be ? 

I confeis lam not entirely fatisfied with that cele- 
brated Part of our Conititution, our Trials by Juries ; 
which are made up very fivquently of mean and ig- 
norant Perfons, and for that Reafon liable either to 
Corruption, or MiibJce. This Power perhaps might 
be l)etter lodged with a certain Number* of Judges, 
who are Men bre4 to the Knowledgle of the Laws (a 
^ence of great Latitude and Intricacy) if their Im- 
psutiality entitled them^ as well as their Leamme, to 
inch a Truft. It might be hopM that, as their PUces 
are for Life, they would be lefs dependant on the 
Court, and lefs under the Influence of the Crown, 
than thofe Reverend Perfonages the Bifhops^ whofe 
Tranflations may make them fometimes tread out of 
the Paths of Righteoufneis to worfhip Be/Je and the 
Dragim. 

Bills of Attainder, tho* no Part of the Conflitution, 
yet are often made Ufe of in Times when fuch great 
Evils are thought neceflary to prevent greater. But 
the Patrons of thofe Bills feem to be fenUble, in fome 
^Degree, of the Hai-dihip of them. However they en-^ 
deavour to juftify the Neceffitjr of them, by faying, 
that, as no Legifkture can provide for all Contingen- , 
dcs^ the beil Way to prevent the frequent Commit- 
inent of new Crimes, is to be regardlefs of any Prece- 
dent for the Paniihment, whete there is no Precedent 

for 
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6r dwOfienop. Akior ExMomh, fay they, If a Man 
bsrnt the wh«)letPleiet of Ef^uindi ft is not Treafon ; 
vet ni^ Body ftirely conld think it unjuft in die Par-' 
liani^t, to ptmifii the Ferfon who did it, as guilty of 
IVeaJfoir. INit this Argnment cannot convince me of 
die Juftioe;of the Paniihment, even if it waspoffible 
that die whole Navy ftioM, be fired. Coaldfuch a 
Cbsitoatioii be broneht aboxtt (which from the^Fleet 
being always difjpen^d is impoilibl^ my Medxbd to 
ptmfii the Per(bn guilty of lb enorinous a Fa6l; fhould 
be the utmoft Severity the Laws in bdng would al- 
low, and I dare fay, there are Laws in being by which 
it might bepunifh'd. Nay farther, I would readily 
confent to make a Law more feverethan thofe already 
made, to prevent the like Crime frbnrever being com- 
mitted again. The Mifchief being pail, the Death 
of the Cnminal could not repair it ; a Law in future 
therefore might be made, without thatlnjufUce which 
always attends a Law^;ir^75i<Ste.-i-— Thercisa- 
nother Objeflion againft thele BiHs of Attainder, which 
in my Eye carries wcat Wdght. It is, that thcfe Bilb 
bemg pafs'd by King, Lords, and Commons, the 
diree conftitoent Farts of the Legiilature, the Perfbn 
accusM fhould, in common JufUce, have fbme Trial^ 
fuch as is ufually at leaft, before' each Part : But this 
is never his Cafe; fiMrthe King, without whofe Con- 
cmrence the Bill cannot be eficlhial, never hears him : 
His Defence is made only before the. two Houfes, and 
cotiieqiiendy one of his Judges condemns him unheard. 
But if any Man, divefted of aH Prejudice and Sinifter 
Views, does really believe, that the efiablifhed Me- 
thods of IVial, in afree Government, may bb fnfpend- 
cd in opder to punifh thofe who cannot, according to 
the regular and conftant Methods of Trial, be con- 
vi&d of any Crime, he would, I am perfuaded, 
change his Opinion, and loudly complain of Injuflice, 
fhould he himfelf be fo unfortunate as to fuffer by 
one of thefe extraordinary Bills. He would then pro- 
bably 
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bably think, that if an Adion can juftly be thought 
CiiMnar w^h is not^o legally, it muft be that of 
having consented to condemn a Peri<Mi who cannot 
be prov'd to have tranfgrefs'd the Laws of the Land. 
Thefe Bills therefore, like poifon'd Weapons, are to 
be us'd, if ever, only to punifli thofe who hare promote 
ed them againft others. And to fortify what has been 
before-mention'd, I need only quote my Loni Coie, 
who lays, " Omnismva conftitutiofuturisformatnim^ 
** fonere debet ^ ^ non preteritis'*\ 

If a very large Number of Forces had been thought 
neceflary, by the Legillature, for our Prcfervation at 
this Time, I fhould have faid, that, among all the Po- 
litical Maxims liable to be difputed, there is one fo 
fblidly eflablifhed, that it may be looked upon as agreed 
and uncontefted, (vixi) fbat a Standing Jrmy and 
Freedom are ittconfiftent. But, at prefent, I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that our Conftitution is extremely unhappy, if 
we mu 1 run fuch manifefl Hazard of loiing our Li- 
berties, in order to preferve them. 

I fhall conclude the loofe Hints whkh I have flung 
out in this Paper, with the Words of Valerius , in a 
very eloquent and a very important Speech, which 
he made in the Senate of Rome, " The more Eyes 
** there are upon the Ccg;idud of every Branch of our 
" Legiflature, the more fecure will be our Liberty, 
" and^e more perfed our CcMiftitution. 
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Saturday, April 22 ^ 1738, 



> H E N the Treaty of Utrecht Was in A- 
gitation, the moft effeflual Methods 
diat the Nature of the Thing would ad- 
mit, were taken, to hinder the Crowns 
<ii France and Spain from being worn by 
the fame Head; and that was, by pro- 
viding a Renunciation to be made on the Part of Phi- 

lip to the Crown of France. If the two Kingdoms 

were but under difierent Governments, it was not 
•doubted but the natural Diflike of the two Nations to 
each other, as well as their Interells, which now and 
then muft jar, would have fuch an Efied, that Europe 
would foon be freed from all Apprehenfions of their 
idling as the fame People. 

In a few Years after this Treaty had been made, 

the good EfFeds of it began to appear. We faw 

France and Spain divided and at Variance with each 
otlier : This was a fortunate Event for Great Britain, 
fmce one of the moll reafonable Motives for our en- 

f aging in that expenfive War was, the Danger to the 
liberties of Europe from too clofe an Union betwixt 
thofe two great Powers ; but now they were driving 

feparatc Interells : Spain was forming Intrigues to 

raife Commotions within the Bowels of France ; and 
we faw France openly attacking Spain^ taking her 
Towns, ard burning her Ships of War upon the 

Stocks. The Enmity betwixt the two Nations could ^ 

Jbe carried no farther. 

There is a certain Attention abfolutely rcqr.ifite in 
all Miniltcrs, which makes them ready to lay hold on 

Occa- 
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Occafions, and profit by Events, and they muft be poor 
Polmcians that cannot improve the Mifkjses of others 
to the Advantage of their own Country : And here it 
will be natural to enquire, what Advantage we made 
of this Breach. — Did we artfully foment the ill Hu- 
mour ?-^ Did we throw our Weight into that Scale 
where our Infereft fhould have carried us, and thereby 
procure fome Privilege in Point of Commerce which 
we had not enjoy'd before ? — Did we creft ourfelvcs 
into Arbitrators and didlate the Terms upon which 
they were to ceafe to be Enemies ? A Poll that will 
always be able to pay itfelf its own Reward. 

If we defpifed this Method, and thought it wifcr to 
fall in with the ftrongeft Side, and endeavour to raife 
up that Power again, by which fome of the moft po- 
pular Men in the Nation were undone, a few Years 
before, for not having totally deftroy'd, I am afraid 
the World has not entartained the better Opinion of 
cor Politicks ever fince. 

It was thought then, and many think to this Hour, 
that our Intereft, as well as Inclination, fhould have 
induced us to have taken Part with Spain ; in which 
Cafe, it is probable, there is no Advantage in Trade 
which we might not have obtained of them. 

They fay, it is difficult for one Nation to draw ano- 
ther into Meafures directly oppofite to its naturally In- 
terefls. And the Quarrel, at that Time, betwixt thefe 
Powers feems to be fo wrong on the Side of France, 
that, had it been improved in the leaft to our Advan- 
tage, I fhould certainly have believ'd it to have been 
artfully contrived and work'd up by thcSkill and 
Dexterity of fome of our Miniflers at Home. It is 
certain, they have not been charged with it ; how- 
ever, I will not furmife that it was France that drew us 
in, to a£l the Part we did, in order to undo us with 
Sfain for ever. 

J am fometimes doubtful, whether it was an Error 

in Politicks on our Side ; for if it had, methinks fome 

E 2 Mea- 
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Meafures might liave been takoi in all this Time to 
redlify it, becaufe it is plain, that, whes:^yeT Spam is 
embarraisM with other Powers, her natural Hope and 
^Dependance muft be on England; their Intereft, I &y, 
mull bring them to us. 

They have as much Reafon to be jealous of the- 
Power q{ France^ as we ; and they wiH think that our 
anticnt Quarrels with France, added to the Fear of lier 
"prefent reviving Greatnefs, muft temper osfor their 
Furpofe : So £at they will imagine, that common 
Prudence, without any other Motive, ought toei^ag^ 
us on their Side. — A Qijarrel between us ihould be 
like the falling out of Lovers, it (hould require but 
very little Addrefe to m^ke us i<mder than ever. 

It is true, that fince thefe Mifundorflandings fir& 
broke out, we have made Treaty upon Treaty — ^with 
them — without them — for them, and againft them, 
and all won^t do ; we have had fuch fudden and vio- 
lent Fits of Kindnefs for them, that we have laid Ottt 
immenfe Sums only in making them Compliments, 

yet this won't do neither what can it mean ? Does 

Spain defpife us for our Complaifance to her ? 

This has given the Enemies of pur Minifters a Han- 
die to infinuate, that Spam\\3^ {omt Infidelty to charge 
us with ; that there may be fecret Articles in fome of 
thefe Treaties, wherein fome Rcftitutions have been 
promifed which have not been performed;, and a 
Spaniard czxi never forgive a Breach of Honour : That 
Jnfults have been fuflfered all this while for fear that 
fome Secrets fhould break out. Thefe are Things that 
are infmuated, tho% I hope, falfely ; but be it as it 
will, their Hatred to us feems to be of fuch a Nature, 

as is not to be cured by Submiffion. We have kU*s^d 

the Rod long enough, and, we may count upon it, they 
never will be fmcere Friends with us till they ape 
i)eaten into it. 

The Nation calls loud for War, all Ranks of Men 
-have a Feeling of the Loflts and Sufferings of our 

Mer- 
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Merchants, and the very common People are enraged, 
at the InAilts and Indignities that have been of&red 
the Nation : Thefe are Omens of Succefs — We have 
a large Navy, and a Commonality that never refufe to 
fight ; Luxury and Effeminacy, introduced and pro- 
pogated by a Rabble of Upftarts in Places, have not 
leach'd our Seamen ; they know neither Bribery nor 
ComiptioDy and therefore, I am pofitive, they will 
ttot flmch at the Sight of a Spaniard. 

Our Land Army cannot be employed in this Quar- 
rel, uniefs a ^w fhould be fent on Board the Ships by 
Way of Marines ; if they fhould, the common Sol- 
diers will fight, provided their Officers will head them. 
U there fhould be any pacifick Heroes in this Ar- 
my, who have made feveral Compaigns, cringing and 
Eiwning at Levees, but none in the Field j if rhey 
fliould happen to be fent, the Seamen will make them 
fight too, or they'll throw them over board : And I 
don't know but that would be doing the Nation more 
Service than beating the Spaniards, 

But if there are Pcrfons of this Charafler in our 
prefcnt Army, they are certainly in the upper Polls, 
and, of Confcquence, will not be obliged to go upon 
thefe Expeditions; — befides, I believe there is a cer- 
tain Gentleman who has a powerful Intereft, who 
will keep them at Home^ becaufe he is very fond of 

their Company : And, I believe, the Nation would 

not wiih to fee fnch Men at ^e Head of brave Fel- 
lows.« ■■ Let them therefore, flay at Home and 
take Care of themfelves ; let them behave as they 

have lately done, talk and for a Standing Army 

•ne Day, and lor pacifick Meafures the next. Whe- 
ther tkey would be fhame^K:ed before an Enemy, let 
others judge ; it is certain, they are not to be put out 
of Countenance in another Place. 

But the Truth on't is, there can be no Adiion be- 
yond diking a Galloon or a Guarde de Cofta^ for the 
Sfttniards are not able to look us in the Face i they 
. E 3 have 
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have made fo many Expeditions to Jfrick ^d to Italy, 
that their Finances are exhaufted, we have had a 
breathing Time of twenty five Years ; it is very hard 
if we have not recovered Spirits enough to engage an 
Enemy already wafted and exhaufted. 

But it feems this is not all, there are fome amongft 
us frightened at France.'^^Tht Tables are ftrangely 

tiirn'd within a few Years, how are we fure, fay 

tl'^^y, that France will not take Part with Spain ? And 
uc muft bear any Thing rather than offend France, 
— -If tJiis be an Objedion againft our entring into a War 
yvkh'Spain, it is an Objection that will laft till we have 
not another Ship to lofe. 

Our Circum fiances, as well as thofe of France, are 
vaftly different from what they were formerly, when 
we were engaged in War with them. — In thofe Days 
their Trade was low, and they could lofe but little 
by a Sea War ; ours was high, and, of Confequence, 
we had a great deal to lofe ; but they have made fa 
good Ufc of this long Peace, by paying of theii* Debts, 
and lefTening their Taxes, that they have a great 
Advantage over us in working up their Manufec- 
tures, by which their Commerce is enlarged and ex- 
tended, and tlieir Shipping vaftly encrcas'd;- » 
they have rife in Trade upon all Europe, and are ftill 
rifing, fo that now they have more to lofe, and we 

(Pm forry to fay it) much lefs than formerly. A 

riftng Trade may be qjinM by a War ; a finking 

Trade has a Chance to revive by it. It may be our 

Bufinefs to break with France, but it cannot be their 
Bufinefs to break with us. 

We have had no Reafon to think, fince the Affiurs 
ef Prance have been under its prefent Adminiftration, 
that its true Intereft is not underftood there, or that it 
will not be purfued upon this Occafion. While an 
ambitious Prince fat upon her Throne, flie attempted 
to reduce her Neighbours by the Arts of War ; but 
Qie has been much more fucceisfiil in doing it fincc, 

by 
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by the Arts of Peace. She did, indeed, enter into a 
War with the Emperor, when (he found him not fa 
pliant as fhe wifh'd, and when fhe faw, by the Com- 
plexion of his Allies, that Circumftances were fa^^our- 
able for her ; but fhe made a Peace again, while ihe 
had valfly the Advantage of the War, and ^ was con- 
tent with a moderate Gain, Great Britain looking on: 
all that while ; which plainly proves, that War is not 

her Game. She owes us a Naturality, but without 

claiming it as a Debt, fhe will certainly take that 
Part ; becaufe fhe muft find her Account in it. 

It is poflible, indeed, flie may offer her Mediation, 
for fhe feems inclinM to take the Trouble of all 
Kinds of Arbitrations quite off our Hands, as well aS' 
the Fatigue of holding the Balance of Power. So 
that whatever Diflurbances may h.-ippen in Europe, 
we fhall not, probably, be invited by France to inter- 
pofe hereafter. 

• But thefe Gentlemen are haunted with frightful 
Dreams, and fay, what if France fhould take Advan- 
tage of the DifafFedlion of our People at Home, and 
pour in Troops upon us in Favour of a Family Abroad, 

and fo fubvert the Govemrtient I ^This is an Ob- 

jeftion that may alfo laft till we are fo reduced by our 
Lcfles, that the Crown itfelf may be fcarce worth con« 
tending for, a Way of fecuring a Government per- 
fedlly new. 

It is an Objeftion that is much flronger in Time of 
Peace, than in Time of War ; for in Time of War we 
are never without Squadrons ready equipped and man*d, 
which muft make any Attempt of that Kind impradli-^ 
cable ; but can they be Friends to the prefent Efta- 
blifhment that tell the People, the whole Nation mufl 
be beggar'd to preferve the EftaHifhrnent ? — Is it not 
a fcurvy Compliment to the prefent Miniflers to infi- 
nuate, that they are fo hated, that the People would- 
lay hold of any Opportunity, and fubvert the Govern-^ 
ment itfelf, in order to get rid of them? If this were- 
E 4 really 
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really true, a Man mi^t readily anfwer^ iatisfy the 
People, difpofe of the Miniflers according to Acir Me- 
rit, and make the Government iafe. 

I know that the Peribns of whom we are ipeaking 

will not hear any Thine like this their Attachment 

is to Perfons, not to Things they have Clothing to 

do with the Profperity of the Nation, their Concern is 
for the Profperity of him who handles the Publick 
Money.— ^ With them the Fundamentals of our Go- 
vernment are changM. It was a Maxim, that the 

King can do no wrong ; with thefe, a Miniver can 
do no wrong. Say what you will of the Perfon that 
wears the Crown, if you will but fpare him that ma- 
nages the Treafury, there is a Divinity that furrounds 
the polluted Perfon of any Creature that iigns War- 
rants for Money, that renders it facrcd. — In him Ig- 
norance is a God-like Quality, and Corruption ta be 
adored. If Diftreffes fall upon the Publick, the Cau- 
fes muA not be examined, left it fliould come to the 
Poor of him that is the Author of them. — Perifli the 
Nation, periih all Mankind, it is indifi^rent to them, 
provided Peniions, Bribes, and Salaries are pun^bially 
paid. Hiere are Maggots in the State, which ace en- 
genderM m th« rotten aod putri£ed Parts.of Govern- 
ment, and mufl be nourifbed by that Corruption to 
which they owed their Being ; they muft defirnd their 
Stable, for if it be fwept ckan the Vermin muft all 
periihs there^e, whenwefpeakef Publick Aftirs, 
their Cry ihoakl be no more regarded than the bab^ 
ling of an Ecchq : They have no Voices of their own, 
they only repeat the Sounds which are inlUled imo 
them from ibme above them. 

I ji>d[ieve it i](ught be proved to a Pemonftratkm, 
that neither the French nor the Sfamards can diftreis 
Englandy as long as thofe within fhall do their Dnnr 
to the Publick. Common Prudence in Councel, with 
a little common Honefty in the Management of Af- 
fairs, would fecure us againft all the World ; but our 

Vitals 
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Vitads may be eaten oat hy Domeftlck Enemiesy tlio* 
Foreign Enemies Hiould not be able to hurt us: 
TherCTore;, let as cry out, with y§i in his Diftreft, 

May the Congregation rf Hypocrites he defilate^ and 
may Fire confume the Tabernacles of Brihefy. 



^m^ 



Saturday, May 6, 1738. 



7o the Author of Common Sense. 



"Sublimi Flagello 




Tahge. H6R. 

SIR, 

[HEN you took the Title which is pre-»- 
fix'd to your Paper, I expeded your De- 
iign was much more general than you 
have hitherto fhewn it to be : Yoa 
have, indeed, endeavoured to convince 
the World, what is Common Senfe, and . 
to perfuade them to it by its Amiablenefs and Reafon. 
But you have not explained what is not Common Senfe^ 
a Talk much more extenfive, and, I think, moreuie- 
ful to Society. For Menare mifled by Prejudice, mif. 
guided by Pride, and enticed by Foibles from this 
plain Rule of Adion. It is a Condition of Mind whiclv 
more People ftand in Need of being reduced to, than 
kept up in^ Remove t^e Excrefcences of Afiedation, 
Fafhion, Party, and Paffion, and the Man will of him-r 
felf fubJUe into Common Senfe ; which docs noi(a» 
moil People falfely imagine) coufift in any prticulaf 
E 5 Portion 
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Portion of Intelledls, in cxerdfing any Degree of Abi- 
lity, or fhining in any Sphere of Life ; but is a Kind ' 
of negative Wifdom, which every Man has when he 

does notexpofe his Follies. The Afs in the Fable 

was an Afs of Common Senfe, till hejump'd into his 
Mailer's Lap, and took the Lion's Skin without co- 
vering his Ears. . 

Some want Common Senfe at feme Times only, others 
in (bme Jnilances ; many an honell Man guides himfelf 
by it, who could not underftand its Definition ; and 
many a wife Man wants it, who could explain it every 
Way but by his Example. I have obferved it in a 
Cobler, and lamented the Negled of it in a Statefinan. 

Your Predcceffor, the Spectator, had great Succefs 
by this Method I propofe ; and reduced his Contem- 
p6raries to drefs, talk, and ad with more Regard to 
Common Senfe than Poflerity have done fince his 
Departure ; not fo much by inflrudting them in what 
was right and agreeable to it, as by (hewing them 
what was wrong, and laughing them out of thofe Ex- 
travagancies and Whims that carried them beyond it. 
For Mankind have a flrange Inclination to branch out 
into Extreams, and will be dilating themfclves into 
the Ridiculous, unlefs fome judicious Hand takes the 
Trouble to prune their Luxuriances, and by that 
Means niake them bear the Fruits of Common Senfe. 

Mr. Lock, in his Effay on Human Underftanding, 
obferves, ** That Madmen do not appear to have lolt 
*• the Faculty of Reafoning, but, having join*d togc- 
•*.therfome Ideas very wrongly, they miitake them 
•* for Truths, and err as Men who argue right from 
** wrong PrincijJes. For, by the Violence of their 
** Imaginations, having taken their Fancies for Rea- 
** litics, they make right Dedudlions from them. 
*' Thus you (hall fee a diftrafted Man, fencying him- 
•• felfa King, with a right Inference require fuitable 
*• Attendance, Refpcd, and Obedience ; others, who 
^^'have ^nciod themfelves made of Glafs, have ufed 

" the 
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" the Caution ncceflaiy to prefcrve fuch brittle Bodies. » 
" Hence it comes to pais, that a Man who is very fo- 
" ber, and of a right Underftanding in every Tiling 
" elfe, may in one Particular be as fiantick as any in 
" Bedlam. 

Whether this be not too general, and confcquently^ 
too dangerous a Definition of Madnefs, I will not pre- 
tend to determine, and I ihonld be ferry to fee it fo far 
prevail, as to have every one who fell within that De- 
icription fent to the Court of thofe imaginary Mo- 
narchs. But it is certainly a very juft Account of the 
Deprivations of Common Senfe : For if we examine 
ftri6lly what makes Men ridiculoufly deficient in this 
ufeful Quality, we fhall find, it is not a Want of fuf- 
fident Capacity to ad agreeably to the Station of Lifg 
they areviu, and to maxe a proper Ufe of the Reafon 
and Talents Nature has given them, but fome flrange 
miftaken Principle about themielves f fome defire ta 
appear what they are not, or more than they arc. 

For Inilance, if a p/ain Man of a low Capacity would 
condefcend to be nothing but a Lord, he would make a 
great Figure in his Station ; but if he fhould clap on d, 
Pair of red Stockings y and then, fancying himfelf an 
Orator, harangue the Houfc, he imniediately deviatei^ 
from Common Senfe, but yet can't be faid whoDy to 
have loft it. For flrip him of this felfe Notion of him- 
felf, this Mentis Gratiffimus Error y and the Man is 
cured of his Frenzy, and paffes the reft of his Life in 
Silence and Common Senfe. 

Again, {^another vf\io{^ Age zxidi Figure mi^tihfona 
him (if he had not mote convincing Proofs) that he is 
Aot qualified for a Beau Garfoa^ fhould take it into his 
Head to attempt Feats of Gallantry ^ and expeft to lie 
•with a fine Woman ^without paying for it, may he not be 
laugh'd, or perfecuted fome Way qr other, back again 
into Common Senfe ? 

But thefe are Foibles incident to human Nature^ 
and are the genuine ££fedts olL Self- Love : It is too 

cruel 
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cjuel therefore to confider Errors of this Kind in any 
firoi^r Light than as Tran%reffions agaioft your 
Juriraidlion. But there are other fefhionable Excefies 
from Reafon» which, as they have no Foondation in 
Nature, and can^t be the Refult of any human Paffion, I 
am afraid will hardly efcape bein^ thought to fall 
within Mr. I^^ri^s Sy£hem, by the thmkii^Partof the 
World, unleis the Socoe^ of your Paper proves the 
contrary. 

It is not long fmce, as I was taking a Ride to Ham^ 
ftuid^ and engaged in C<Hitempktions on the Beauty 
and Verdure ^uie Meads that lye round that Summer 
Retreat of the trading Part of this Metropolis; when 
an End was put to them by a Youth who drove fu- 
rioufty towards me, in a Carr not unlike that diAlex^ 
4tmdtr tha Gnat 9 except in its prodigious Height ; hap- 
pily hr mo, the Turnpike interpofed, or my Horle 
(being npne ofthe nimble^ would not have been able 
to have conveyM me Rifely out of his Way. From the 
ReTpeA h9 was tr&ited with by the Turnpike-keeper, 
I perceived, to my Surprife, that he was not a Coach- 
sian, but fome Perfon c^ DifHn^on in that Difguife. 
When I was got out of Danger, I began to reflect on 
thi^unaccountable Foible, which I have been fince in- 
formed is a fafhionable one, and fell into a Kind of 
Refentmenty mix^d with Pity, towards 6} mean an In« 
coniiflency of Character. 

This Condud may certainly, according to Mr. 
Lock's Opinion, beconfidered as a Species of Madnefe. 
Fon it can furely proceed from nothing but an unac- 
countable Prepo£effion of Mind, that he (tho* a Perfon 
of Quality perhaps) is a Coachman. Accordingly we 
fee, by a right In^rence from this Notion, he habits 
kimfelf ina Clofe-Frock, flaps his Hat, filb his Mouth 
with. Munduiigus (or, if that is difagreeable, 'witJk 
jometbittz that may look Uke it) and talks, fwears, eats, 
and whilftles like a very Coachman. Then takes fbme 
Mrothtr Whip of Note for his Friend ; ai^d if, notwith* 
^ ftanding 
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fbadiDgthefePtecantioBs, he has iHllibme little Ap- 
pearance of the Gendeman, he will periiaps, to pre* 
vent the leaftSuipicion ofdiat Kind, hat^ z^[hpH-€iui 
Coacby fiUU imtb his Sefvaxts, amddrriM tbifi imsgi" 
maiy PaZ/higers *wUb all the Regukrity ffaStapf. 

Asa Btha/viour le{s ftnuige andincondteit has fest 
fliany a poor Fdlow to Btdlam^ utdefs yoa can dif* 
mount them from the Coach-box, and by grade Means 
bring them to themfelves, I can iee no iteafen mky 
they fhoold not haive the iame Fate. For it is forely 
Qi\9k C6nfeqaenee to the Poblick, to permit a CoAer- 
monger to^taboatStceetsin the mode h^»j«fty of a 
King, than tolettheieteneftml Phaetons loofem the 
Avenues of this great City, to the Danger and Affright 
of his Majefty*s trading Safajcds (who, at this Time of 
the Year, rive their Families an Airing in a one Horfe 
Chai&> and to the Torture of one of thenoUeftand 
moft tt^ful Animals in the Creation. 

I could mention many other fafhionablc Inftancesof * 
this Kind, if the Compafs of your Paper would permit 
me ; but tbefe are, I hope, loffident to (hew how ne- 
cei&ry it is for you. Sir, to watch thefe Epidemical 
Frenzies as th^ rife, andpolifh away thefe Cruftsand 
Excrefcences, before you can bring the World to per- 
ceive the Luibe of Common Senfe. And as I am a 
Man of no Ph>feffion, whofe Life is wholly^mploy*d 
in fpeculadve Pleafures, and who can profit the Pub- 
lick no other Way, I fhall dedicate my Obiervadons 
to your Service : And I hope to live to hear thefe far 
fhionable Madmen fay (with Abel in the Alchymift) I 
ivent to Dr, Common Senfe, and be cured me for TwO' 
fence. 

Widi the Ladies this is the only Method by which 
yoa can hope for Succefs: Since tofh^w them that 
Comipon Senfe alone will become them, is the beft 
Perfiiafive ta them to wear it ; and, by expc^nga con- 
trary Conduftj you will ddier improve your Fair 

Reftdere> 
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Readers, or give them the Pleafure of laughing at ^ofe 
they would otherwile imitate, envy and admire. 

I would have the Ladies underftand, that every Ex- 
travagance in Drefs or Behaviour is at leaft a Crime 
againft Common Senfe, and the unfortunate Product 
of fome faJfe Principle, which Fancy or Pride has efta- 
blilhcd in their Minds v And whoever can't be cured 
of it by your Application, falls under Mr. Lockh De- 
fcription, and can be reftored only by Dr. Monroe, 

Tho* I will indulge the Ladies, at this Time of the 
Year, in that Species of Madnefs, Mr. Lock mentions,, 
of fancying themfelves G/a/J, if they will but ufe the 
Cautions neceflary to preferve fuch brittle Beings. 



Tours,. 



A.Z. 



SATURbAY, May 13, 1738. 




Mr, Common Sensf, 

Believe you may have wondered at not 
hearing from me in fo long a Time, and 
will, perhaps, be more furprized at the 
Reafon I am going to give you.— In Ihort, 

Sir,,I am,^at length, thoroughly convinced 

that the utmoft Perfedlion which human 
Wifdom is capable of attaining to is. Silence ; and 
that, whien a Man has learn'd to hold his Tongue, he 
may be properly faid to have arrived at the higheft 
Pitch of PhUofophy. 

I am fo very fond of this Virtue, that I fhall do a 
kind of Violence to it (for Silence implies holding the 
Pen a$ weU as the Tongue) to trumj^t forth fts Prai- 

fesi 
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fes; I am pcrfaaded, if any Virtue has had that univer- 
fal Aflent, which Mr. Loci feems to deny, it muft be 
allowed to be this. 

Solomon, the wifeft of Men, declares loudly in Com- 
mendation of this Virtue. In the Multitude of Words, 
lays he, there njoanteth not Sin: But he that refraineth 
his Lips is nvife. 

Again,— i^^ that hath KnoiAjledge Jpareth his Words, 

Again, — even a Fool, ivhen he holdeth his Lifs, is 
counted luife ; and he that Jhutteth his Lips is efteemed a 
Man of Underftanding, And in feveral other Places 
throughout his Proverbs. 

King Da'uid is fo fond of Silence, that he applauds 
himfdffor abftaining even from good Words ; which, 
tho', it feems, it was extremely troublefome to him, yet 
he was fo refolute in his Perfeverance in this Virtue, 
that, rather than let a Word go from him, he was de- 
temiined to put a Bridle, or, as I have feen it rendered 
from the Hebrenv, a Mu%%le, on his Mouth. 

The Stoicks, the greateft, wifeft and moft vutuous 
of all the Se6b of Heathen Philofophers, had this Vir- 
tue in fuch Eftimation, that it is well known what a 
long Silence was neceflary to qualify a Graduate in 
their Schools.— -Whether thefe great Men imaginM, 
as fome have iniinuated, that Wifdom, like good Ale, 
rip^ied and refined itfelf by being well corked, I will 
not decide j whether they might not, with greater 
JufHcc dbferve, that Wifdom, Kke Air, being ftopp*d 
in one Place, would naturally find a Vent in another, 
and fo by keeping the Mouth dofe fhut, iufiife itfelf 
into theMufcles of the Face, and thereby create what 
we call a wife Look, a Qh^^X ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ great 
Efteem, and of fingular Ufe in all Philofophical So- 
cieties. 

Homer, a Poet of deep Penetration, to give his Rea- 
der a vaft Idea of the Wifdom of the Greeks, makes 
particular Mention of the profound Silence in which^ 
their Army jn^ched. . . 

Oi 
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Oi </^' *p l^aer tf'i^Sf /u4w«6 'TVM/Jic 'Ax^woi. 

But, indeedy &ch are the Honours which Anti^aity 
has conferred on this admirable Quality, that I may 
&y, with Cicero f J! 'ueSm omma percttrrere dies deficeret ; 
I fhall therefore confine myfdf, in the Re&lue ^ 
this Letter, to my own Country^ which I can witk 
Pleafureobferve to have been inferiour to no other in, 
her Efleem of Silence. 

To begin wiA our PhiTofophers.— The Spectator, 
whom the French call Le Socrafe modemfy was fo perfedi 
aiObferverofSilence, that he aiflTuxes us, he fddom 
proceeded farther in Converfation than to a Monofyl- 
We : That he had often pafled by the Name of the 
Dumb Man : To which I need not add the great Ce- 
remony and Difficulty with wJiich his Mouth was 
once publkkiy opened. In a Word, he ieems to va- 
lue himfelf more on his Taciturnity than his Elo- 
c^uence, and, notwithfhmding the univerfid At>plaufe 
nis Works procured him, teems to have taken to 
himfelf more Merit fix>m what he had notfaid, than 
fit>m what he had. 

2diy, It is well remember'd, that, fomewhat lefs 
than a lOo Years aTO, Silence had obtained fo much 
Ground in our Reugious Meetings, that the filenc 
Breathings of the Spirit diffiifed them^ves all over 
the Nation, fbme notable Remains of which we hare 

at this Day among the People called i^JMibrx ; 

the Profoundnefs of whofe filent Meednes i have often 
beheld with great Pleafure ; nor can I help obferving 
how the Infinuation of a certain Reverend Dean, in a 
ferious Eflay of his, that true Chriflianity has been 
put to Silence fome Time ago among us. 

But thb Virtue bloflbms no where fo much as amcmg 

the Politicians. A certain ludicrous Poet, in a Piece 

called The Hiftorical Rafter, wherein he introduced 
£nrend Politicians on the Stage, gives this ChaiaAer 
of Silence to the Chief of them; but I am afhud, in 
fi) doing, he did not a^ very pditickly fi^r himfelf: 

For 
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For I have oUerved, that his Ma& has been filent ever 
iince. I 

I have heard of a Cofiee-Houfe PoliticiaHy who, by 
long Stud/ and deep Attention to the Art of Politkks^ 
hascontraded as great a Fondneis for Silence as ever 
Don ^X9te had tor Knight Errantry. It is reported 
of this whimfical Ferfon, that he woald bribe People 
to hold their Tongues. I have heard, that if any Fel- 
low attempted to make a Noiie in the Co^e-Houft 
he was fure to have a Sum of Money of the old Gen- 
deman, to procnre his future Silence ; which, they 
tell me, product ibmecomical Events. 

As Mankind are generally s^t, in their Opinions, to 
pay great Re^d to the Vsdue the Peribn fetson him- 
felF, and to efteem the Beauty of Women and Wit of 
Men in Proportion to the Difficulty which attends 
their Enjoyment : So this old Gentleman, by his great 
Parfimony of Words, at laft procured fuch a Venera- 
tion lor every Thing he uttereo, that my Grandfather, 
m whofe Time he lived, has aJSt,ired mc, that, on his 
oiering to open his Mouth, the whole Audience have 
attended as if Frier Bacon^s Brazen Head had hsffR es 
tke Table. In ihort, this Gentleman (whofe Piofef- 
fian wa& that of a Habetdaiber of Small Wares) ac« 
quired at hSi fuch a Reputation in the Coffee-Houie, 
by hisTacitamity, that no one ever (pake but lumielf ; 
and bekg now become the Grade of the Honfe, hi 
uied to make certain weighty Motions conceraing To* 
bacco, Cofe, ^i. and when no one anfwered hiai« 
he always ordered accordingly, pronouncing,^ with a 
grave Accent, Silence gives Consent. 

But if we iearch narrowly into thefe Chara^crsA 
which the Fremb call mitnz^ we may commonly dis- 
cover in them Cixitradi^Uons equal to their Abfunli- 
ties : For this odd Fellow, who had fo violent an An- 
tipathy to fome Noifes, had as sreat a Fondnefe lor 
others. Thus he is faid to have been a pafliouate Ad« 

mirer 
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itlirer of a Drum, at the fame Time when he always 
feinted at the Sound of a Mufquet, and his Antipathy 
to the human Organs themfelves was not without 
fomc Particularity, and, indeed, feems to have been 
not fo much to the Sounds as to the Ideas they con- 
veyed : Of which I have heard the following Inftance. 

One of the Waiters of the Coffee-Houfe, whom 
they called Toung Will^ was fo notorious a Babbler, 
that it was generally thought the old Gentleman above- 
faid would have infifted on his being turned away ; but 
what was their Surprize, when they beheld him clap 
Toung Will on the Back and tip him Sixpence, crying 
out, thafs my good Boy, for tho' thou talkeft more than 
any Body, no Man can accufe thee of having ever f^ 
any Thing. 

So much for this old Coffee-Houfe Politicran : But 
pray, Mr. Common Senfe, will you be fo good as to in- 
form us, who live at this Diftance, whether any of this 
Gentleman's SucceiTors are yet living ; whether there' 
reigns as profound a Silence in the Coffee-Houfe at 
prdent as this Gentleman maintained in it as long as 
he lived. 

There was a great Noife fome Time ago concerning 
Spanijh Depredations, which we did not like. 1 

do affure you, Sir, as great an Enemy as I am to Noife, 
I fhould not be difpleafed at the Mufick of a few 
Broad-Sides : Methinks, I could hear you with Plca- 
fure on that Head ; for if we are quite filent at Home, 
it is probable we may hear on both Sides our Ears 
from Abroad : But fure we may have better Expeda- 
tions from the glorious Warmth of our King, and the 
ready Zeal of his Parliament to fupport him therein. 
After this, no filent Steps are to be apprehended, and 
therefore, I (hall be filent on that Head. 

But it is now Time for me to relapfe into my ufual 
Silence, therefore, after havmg congratulated you on 
your prudent fpeaking but once a Week, while the 

GaKet- 
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Gazetteer chatters every Day, I ihall, in afilcnt Man- 
ner, affure you, lam, 



De*voft, Jprit i, 
1738. 



Tour mofi humhte Servant* 
Mum Budget. 



Saturday, May 20, 1738. 




Weftminftery 1737. 

OUR Correfpondent, whofe excellent* 
Piece appear'd in your Paper of the 
1 9tli ot Ntyvember^ has touch'd upon 
the North'Britt/h Statutes againft Leaf- 
ing* making, in fuch a Manner as to be 
a Panegyrick on the wife Contrivers of 
fuch Laws at firft, and the iharpeft Reproach to thofe 
who, in after Times, perverted them. Forgive me for 
mentioning a few Particulars in Illuftration of a Branch 
fo interefting in the Hiftory of that Country. 

It is not to be doubted, that the Lawsaeainft Lea- 
fing-making were as ancient as the Monarchy of ^^^- 
land. — The Bails of their Govemnient was a mutual 
Cbnfidence betnueen the King and his People, One of 
their Malcolms di'vided among his Subject all the Lands 
^Scotland, referving nothing to himfelf but the Royal 
Dignity, and the Moot-hill of Scoon, the Place from 
which their Laws were delivered, throwing himfelf 
almoft intirely upon their Affedions for his Support 
Tho* the Supplies for the King*s Maintenance, and 
the PuUUck Service, wire granted hy Parliaments, and 

thefe 
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tbefe ParliasiCBts met at Scoon^ or fome other Pahcr 
Beknging to the King, yet there is no Sursiire in the Hi- 
ftory of Scotland, diat^ in referring the Moot-hill of 
Scoon, the King had reierved to hinUelf the Moaopofy 
of his Parliaments. 

The earlieft Mention of fuch Laws, is in a Collec- 
tion of the Laws of Robert the Firftr fumam'd Bruce. 

In that difceming Reign^ it woas enaBed, ^at no 
Man he a Confpirator, or Inventer of Narrations, or of 
Rumours, hy njuhich Occafion of Difcord mojf arije he- 
iijt^ixt the King and his People, Arid if any Manjhall 
be found and attainted thereof, incontinent ^ he Jhall be 
taken and put in Prifon : And there ihall be furely 
keeped until the King declare his Will concerning him. 

This Penalty of being in the King's Will, occurs 
frequendy in the Scoti/^ Statutes : The Meaning is un- 
fettledy and, if I mifkke not, in a late Cafe, (the Riot 
of Glafgonv) being in the King's Will, was condrued, 
by the Crown Lawyers, a» the fame Thing with a 
Capita] Puniihrnent. In that Cafe, fuch an Interpre- 
tation would perhaps have been too hard y but no.^ 
i^Ian can (ay t^t the Tfadiiosr of a Nation deferves 
kfs tha^ Death. 

In the Times of J aims the Ttrft of Scotland, tht 
Matter tvaspmout^ J)^uht\ for then k iMSfflatuted, 
fart 2, AB 43. ihat Leaftng-maken and Tellers of 
them, njohieh nuff ingender Di/kord betWMt the King mnd 
hi* People, tvherefver they may be gotte», fhall be chal- 
It»^ by tho(e who have Power, emdlofi Life mnd 
Goods to the King, . 

$u George Meionxie, m his Objirvations OH' this 
Law, fays. That it was made to detenoiao the Unccf'^ 
taintyc^the AStoi King Robert, 

It appears, by the Law-Books ci Scotland, that their 
Kings were too noble minted to be {ellicitous what 
might be rep<»tcd of them to their Subjeds. They 
trufied to their A^ons for the Nation^s good Opinion,, 
imd this valuable Law was not fo much as fuppofed to 

con- 
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loamcem the Reirilers of tke King. The iecvet fiack- 
bitters of a Sut^ed, whofe Adions sae too obfcore for 
Ills Soverign's Knowledge, and much more tke Be- 
£egers of a Royal Ear witk Mk Complaints of the 
whole Pec^le, were the only Ob|e6b of this Law. 

Till the Days of King Jamestkt Fifth, Matters 
refted npon this generous Footing ; but that Prince^ 
having begun to deviate from his better B^nnings, 
and to abandon i&/M/^^/a Avarue, Lu^ rfPomjery and 
the D^poiition of his own Minifters ; it was then found 
reaibnable, by a Comf^bint in ParliameBt, That the 
King ihould be debased to the Condition of diexyftfur- 
ift SubjeSf and that noi onfy tbi former ASs concenmtg 
Leafing-making Jhould be affprov^dy but thaty if aay 
Manner of Perfen makts anf evil hfornuition of his 
Higbnefs to bis Barons and Lisges, they fball he fumfibtd 
in fitch Manner J and by the iarae Points, as they 
who inake Lea£ngs of his Grace to his Lords, Barons, 
and Lieges. 

The Author mentioned above, (ays, in his Remarks 
on this Law, That, tho' there was a clear Parity of 
Reafon for funding Leafing-makers of the King, in the 
fame Wa^ as Leafing-makers of the Subjed, yet ((ays 
he) our Anoeft<H% would not extend Crimes by Confe- 
Quence : Plainly denoting, that, till that lime, abu- 
XixMg a good Sovereign was a Crime fo little known, 
or fo contemptible, in Scotland , as not to be the Ob- 
jedl of a Statutory Puniflunent : And the fame Thing 
will hold true for ever.-^I cmifefii, I think thareis 
more Dignity of Sentiment in the Andque Sages of 
Scotland, who banifh'd a Suppofition fe indecent, than 
in the Caution of his Succeftors. 

And fo the Event (hew'd ; For this Artillery of Lear 
ivas^-making fo formidable to bad Minifiers^ in the Hands 
of the People, that (as your Correfpondent fays) it is 
a Wonder they could carry on Buiinefs with it, now 
being turn'd to batter the People, the old Law ficken- 

ed 
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•ed and died ; and the new Minifterial Law grew in 
Vigour, and over-turn'd the Conftitution. 

In Queen Marfs tumultuous Reign (which imme- 
diately followed that of her Father James the Fifth) it 
was made Leafmg-making to fpeak ill of the French, 

When her Son King James fucceeded, to his Mif- 
fortune, a worthlefs Minion got Poffeflion *of him, 
and feduced his unguarded Youth ; and then it was 
made Leafing-making to fpeak, or write, of the Hifto- 
ty ' or Conltitution of the Kingdom : But, the very 
next Year, a new Set of Cronies, having difplaced the 
former in the King's Favour, fandUfied and fecured 
themfelves and all their Proceedings with an A^ of 
Leafing-making, 

Thefe Adb were advifed by the Scotijh Minifters: 
They were procured and pafe'd by their Arts, not by 
Bribery ; for they had not Money to bribe their Par- 
liaments : They were contrived to make them (the 
Miniflers) iafe, and it muft be allowed, they were made 
fafe by them ; but how ? At the Hazard of the Prince 
himfelf ; for knowing how well their Security was 
eftabliihed by thefe Laws, they became fo arbitrary 
and infolent, that the Body of the Nation join'd in the 
Revolution to humble them.' Whigs and Tories 

forgot all their Diilindlions, at that Time, I think evi- 
dent from the Subfcriptions of the Scotijh Convention, 
by their Refolution of declaring themfelves a lawful 
Meeting before they would open the King's Letter. 
And thus thefe very Afts, calculated for the Security 
of the Minifters, laid a Foundation for the Ruin of 
the Family upon the Throne. 

The ^cots feem, at laft, to have been tired out with 
the continual Oppreflions occafion'd by inforcing and 
extending thefe Miniilerial Statutes. But, a few Years 
before the Union, they were willing (it would (ecm) 
to let Friends go with Foes, and repealed not only the 
Ad of James the Fifth,, and all Ads poflcrior to it, 
but included that of James the Firft in the general 

Con 
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Condemnation ; perhaps for Want of attendine to the 
Difference between that Law and thofe which foUow'd. 
However, I have the Pleafure to fee that the Antede- 
luvian Aft of Rohert Bruce has efcap'd this Inundation ; 
and as it is not repeal^, and is too important to be con- 
ilnied obfolete, I am willing to think, that this Omifr 
£on was kindly intended, as an AQ. to fave the People, 
while the Minillers were doom'd to be drown'd. 

This old Statute, then, is the only one in being at pre- 
fent ; and, by the Scoti/h Law, Leafing-making Mi- 
nifters are dill in the King's Will : Let it be conjec- 
tured, from the Horror of the Crime, and the Senfe of 
the People, what that Will fhould be. 

After the Union, the Laws of Scotland^ in Cafes of 
Trea/ony <were made the lame lAiith ours. But your 
Correfpondent well dillinguifhes between Leafing- 
making and Treafon, as Parent and Child i in their 
Guilt, I fear, there is little Difference : What there is, 
lies on thp Side of the Fir ft ; Treafon may proceed from 
Enthufiafm, Mifmformation, or Prejudice ; hut Lea- 
{vci^-makifig is the Mother y by which the Egg is hatch- 
ed. Yet, by the Treafon Laws, the bell Traitor muft 
be drawn and quartered, njjhile the ixjorji Leafing- 
maker, who has inftigated him,/j only to be hang'd, 
which is a little unequal ; be it fo then : And it is fwell 

it is no worfe : A Leafmg-making Minifter may 

be hang*d at leaft, if he makes Leafmg of Scotland. 
Whether he can do that without Leafmg-making of 
Great Britain, I leave to your Correfpondents 
learn 'd in the Law.— In my poor Comprehenfan, mif 
reprefenting ofScoTLAND (and, according to my In- 
formation, Scotland has been fcandaloufly mifreprefent- 
ed) may either be preceded, accompanyy, or foon fol- 
lowed, by a Mifreprefentation of all the United King- 
doms. 

Your Correfpondent has done ample Juflicc to the 
Memory of the ancient Legiflators ox Scotland. I 
thought it might not be unacceptable, to fhcw the Va- 
riations 
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nations of die Modems from their Plan, and the Dif- 
ference there may be between the Times when the Peo- 
ple, and thofe when the MiniilerSy complainM of Lea* 
fmg-making. 

Yet this old Lawy excellent as it nvas, had not pro* 
wided agoing all C^/.— -King James the Fir/Ps Law 
faysy tluit Leafing-makers fliall be challenged of thofe 
who have Pom;er. Alas ! what if the very Leafing- 
tnaker be punifhed, the Slanderer of the People is the 
only Perfon having Power ? How fhall the Evidence 
come to the Royal Ear, which he has flopt and in- 
vefted ? What the Sagacity of a Scdtijh Legiflative could 
not prevent, it is hoped, the Wifdom of a Britijh Par- 
liament may find a Remedy for. How terrible its Ef- 
fedls may prove, may be inftanced by a Story from the 
Chronicles of ^r^z/air^^, which I fhould have fentyou, 
did I not apprehend that, according to the new Doc- 
trine of Libels, your Printer might be brought into 
fome Trouble by it; but if you think fit, you may refer 
your Readers to the Hiftory of Scotland ; and whoever 
will look into- the Life of Robert the Third, he will 
£nd a mofl villainous InHance of Leaiing-makingy 
which ended in a very tragical Manner. 



S.A T u R- 
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Saturdav, May ty^ 1738. 

Made a Vifit tbcodn^ Morning to a 
Fi^iend, in tiie Tf0^/e, and found him 
engaged with an ingenious Mecha- 
nick, who is the Maker of a certain 
litde Mufical Inftrument, which, ot 
late, is carried in the Pockets of all 
your Men of Wit and Pleafure about the Town. He 
gave me to underhand, that this £;imence was owing 
toan Accident which happened to htm the Night be- 
fore : For it being his Chance to pais thio' Ten^le-Bar 
at a Time when the Mukitude were^ving the Dif- 
cTpline of the Kennel <o one of thofe Bea& of ?rtj 
cf5mmonly fHIM Informers, an Artiil, known among 
tjbe Vulgar by the Name of a Pick-pocket, found 
Means of diving to the Bottom of one of his Pockets, 
and convey'd from thence the following Moveables, the 
Goods oi Frank Townljfy of the Middle 7empk^ Efq; wx. 
A Letter-Cafe, finely wrought and gilt, in which 
were no Bank Notes. 

.It contained, four Subfcription Receipts for Bboki 
not yet printed, and which, perhaps, never will be 
printed : 

A Blank Taket, in the Bridge 4x>ttery, worth now 
about as much asbefpre vl was drawn: 

Two Milliners, and three Taylors Bills, unpay'd • 
A Billet-doux from a celebrated Toaft of Cwiut- i 
Garden, commonly call'd, the Kitten, 

Befides the Letter-Cafe, he loft a filk Garter with a - 
Buckle, {hatched from one of the Legs of the feid 
Vol. IL F Kitm; 
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iGtten^^ By the fame Token, ihe garten abore 

Mighty WBAtkK9 » yi#^ Mornin g t) 0> dwafe feme^ 
thi^ warm after dic^ begin to operate, and to becare- 
iul not to catdi Cold : 

Two Catcals ^the one a Bale, the othera Treble. 

It waitheJafboCthcfeliOflEet which my Ericad^waa 

about to fupply. ^There were a great many of them 

lying upon the TaUa, kmAinTmetttcky fimie &i ^U 
ver. TheAitifthad employed the oinoftofhk Skill 
in adommg diem^-— On oneSide, yon might 4e the 
comick Malk and tm^ck Bulcm oirioofly engywrcd ^ 
ctt the other, a felomoiisCritkkfnatching.a Lanrcl 
from a poor Pocfs Brow >— The Wbrkmanfhip ex* 
ceeded the Materiidt. 

Whilelwasviewii^all the Wonfav of this litde 
Tube, the Tenor of the Feet and the Pkyer, a thou* 
iand Reflediom sofe in mf Mind. I thought on the 
cruel Palpitations it wonkl caufe in the Heartsof many 
xmlbrtunate Adventures lor Fame, as yet unborn. 

Being inthemidftof my Meditadons, my Friend, 
the Templar, taking oneof them in his I^nd, and 
looking rodnd it, r^)eated the following Veries. 

fr4tiy Tvbe tf mghtf' P&wir^ 

TIHMRhehad£niihedhis SolSo^uy, I applied it te 
nty Lips, and giving it Bieath, itftnt ibmi ^o moft 
harfhunmnfical Sound had ever wounded my Ears. 
My Fnenl (huTd to fee me frightened at my own 
Noife, and, taking it from me, was fogood as to m9 
flnea Solooponk mmfelf, vAikh he per for med with a 
SkiU not to. be acquired wkhbttt great FhiAioe. Thk 
Flourifli of his anlwei^d with the like Harmony by a 
Q^ifk^Qath who, at the Caikcf Fttm, were met 

opea^ 



d by Google 



COMMON SENS& p^ 

cipon the *T<ip ofa Hbafe ikdng the Windoiv crf'the 
Itoom whettm we &t. 

After the mdft carious fioroinatfcm I couU make 
t>f it, I do lutt tbinkthat I evef fkw any lliingHke 
k, dthtr in die Mifeum at Oxford^ or in the u>llec* 
tionqf Sir ff i" ■ ^ , who^ tohlsowniih- 
iHorol Honour, as weH as to die m^ Emolument of 
ia& Country, has fpared ndthtt rant or Expenee iiT 
ikxumalatiisg Raritia of e^ual Ufe and Importanoe 
to Mankind. 

It diftrsirery mudi fiDA tlie *fHlitt of the Antients» 
«s may be ieen by (bvetal antique Bajfh ReKevos in 
liafy, where that Inffarument appean perfcd, to this 
Dky : Nor has it any RefemlMance to die Cmlamus^ 
t)r Shepherds Pipe of JrcaMa, one of which I myfdf 
&w, in the Cabinet of that learned Andquajy Sigftor 
tlofine BagAtilk of Paiua. Befidei, had it been in 
Ufe among the Antients, it could not have efaped die 
Obfervadon of die German Lkerati, and we iliould 
liave feen two or three Folios written upon it^ by the 
Sages of a Nadon who have fupplied the Common- 
wealth of Learning with fuch Loads of Lumber.— - 
From all which I cdtdude, it muft be of modem la- 
vention. 

What confirms me more in this Opinion is, that 
Pancirollus has not mendonM it in his Treadfe de rebus 
imtenth & JeperMttSy I take it, therefore, that the In- 
vention of it is later than the Ufe of the Cbmpafi, Gun- 
powder or Printing Be that as it will, Frank Town* 
^ is of Opinion, that it may be of inHnite Udlity to 
our Country; and he told me, that this little Tube, 
placed in judicious Hands> would contribute more to^ 
wards reforming the Stage, and introducing a good 
Tafte in Dramadck Poetry, than all the Q-idcifins 
of Rafin and Rymer : — ^That a good Cridck ought no 
more to be without his Cat-cal, than a Soldier with- 
out his Sword. 

Fa ' The 
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. The Artift who made it was very attentive all this, 
while. He began to pat on a Look of Imprtance, 
and told us,that perhaps it might come at firft trom Oat- 
landifli Countries ; but it was quite a different Thing,, 
from what it was when he hr^ knew it, for that we 
can improve tho* we cannot invoit ; that, £nce the 
I^te Aa to licenfe Plays and the Players of Inter- 
ludes, &f r. he himfelf had (at up Night and Day tQ 
tjy Experiments upon it ; and oiat, by long Study, 
ie had fo enlarged the Compais of it, that it now took 
in three Notes nu>re of the Gamot than ever it had 
4one before.- — As Operas were going down^ he did. 
not doubt but Myn neer Handel himfelf would com*- 
pofe for it i that he hoped to get a Patent to be the 
lole Maker of it, for he had a Sifler who was a Ser- 
vant to the kept Miftreis of a Man in Power, by whofe 
Jntereft he hoped to procure it; and he was fure he 
ihould foon get an Eflate by it^ provided the Laureat 
would leave off writing Odes, and would write agaia 
^or the Stage. 

There wing a new Play in the Bills for that Night, 
ycnvnfy propofed to me to accompany him, and fome 
others of our Acquaintance, to it — -We went at the 
proper Hour, and placed ouHelves in the Center of the 
i'it, amidft a Sort of People who come to that Place, 
not to (hew their Cloaths, but to improve their Unr 
derflandings; it is they who fet a Value upon Works 
of this Nature, and from their Opinions the Publick 
pronounces aThing to be either good or bad. 

I believe the Author might defign it for a Comedy, 
but it was of that Kind which the French call ^n- 

pifant. However, all due Attention was paid to it 

for the Sjpice of two ASs. T(nvnfy, at length, find- 
ing nothing in it to keep up his Attention, began to 
tune his Flagellet, which, like the Sound of the Lift 
Trumpet, roufed the whole Audience from that quiet 
SlumbNsr into which they had been laid by the Scenes 
wan the Stage. ■ Helcad this Orchaeflra all that 
^ Night. 
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Night, andl willdo him the Jaftice to fay, he never 
fimnded in the wrong Place. He was acdompanied by 
fuch aNiunber of others, in various Keys, that it be- 
tame a Cmserto groffo : I will not iay it was quite (b 
fweet as the Mnfick of the Spheres^ and yet I fufpedled 
fiiat a Pftrty &om the Italian O^ra in the Hajf-markei 
had thiuft themielves into this Concert, in Hopes to 
fcvive their finking Opera aeun by damning all Plays; 
for methoQghtl could plainly diftinguifh fome of /Vr^ 
rinell^i Notes, as well as certain Graces (iX Gaftrellf^ 
mot to mention a Squeek in Imitation o^Strada, 
. fiat commend me to a certain Critick intheGaU 
Icry, who damnM the Play with a Yawn.— This Per- 
fon kept his Fire to the laii ; whether he had been 
really aikep, and waked from' fome Dream, or only 
pietended it, he fetched a Yawn, or rather a Groan, 
making Night hideous,, and fo icared the whole Au- 
dience, that it put an End to the Concert below. 

But I fhould have taken Notke before, that fome^r 
Sparks behind the Scenes, (I wi(h I knew them) were 
for compelling us to like the Play by Force of Arms, 
and threatened to bring the Guards upon the Stage to 
bully us out of Applaufe. Upon which, I did not 
think it inconfiilent either with my Age or Gravity 
to hiis for the Good of my Country, and I became aK 
inoft reconciled to the fquawling of the Cat-cnl, wheii 
1 heard its Mufick exerted in the Caufe of Liberty i 
Nor was I leTs plcafed with the Spirit of an Audience 
who would not give up their Opinions to Criticks whd 
were to difpute the Rules of the Dramma with Bayo- 
nets fixM to the End of their Mufkets ; for ha,d I been 
in the Place ^f that Logician who difputed with a ^9- 
man Emperor, I (hould not,, like him, have yielded, 
becaufe his Imperial Majefly commanded fifty Le^ 
gions. 

Tho' I (hall oppofe every Thing which looks likt 

Tyranny,, either m Critidfm or m Politicks, yet I 

will own I could wifli that fome Method, leisfumaU 

^ F ^ tuoas 
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tows, CDuU be 4avA out of grviog war Judgments 
upon the Works of the ingenious : I^woa]d notlave 
the Seat of Wit, aiMijthe ^pive of ^MnfoB, ilif* 
tQrbedwtthNo^^ul Confufiosb^^That a^ifkof 
OppofiJUoo flettM.rjfe up againft )the licenSngctf Dta- 
loaucki^oetry, is oo Wonder :«*— A true Jri^tfir woold 
i:^ lOODe hftveottf Wit excifed, thftnowr WiBei«-*^it 
will r^der both fpiritft^ and adplteme. But my 
Obje^on to the preient Ptadice is, :that whexe iht 
Refentment is onl^ intended ag^nft the licenier, the 

Poet nmy fufller ; like the Frogs in the Fabk wheat 

pelted by Boys» he may (ay to the Audience, that,, 
tho^ it be ^ort to them, it is Death to hiuL 

As I have confidered thb Af&ir with all the At- 
tention which a Matter of fuch Importance deierves, I 
will,.and» by Vertue of that Attthiity which I veflbrdi 
in myielf when 1 afiumed the Chamdter of a Ptdrfiek 
Writer, o&ar fome Reguktions for a more ofderijr 
Jud|mentto be fiaa^cd iqpoa the Works of oiurBra^ 
matick Writers. 

. I therefore hosd^y piopofe, that a ceftais Number 
of Criticks, inmi our imral Inns of CooitB, ihall 
meet in one ofthe Ti9f& Haits» to confider aaddmr 
up proper Rules and Diiedtions lor the Vk ofthe Cat«^ 
cal the firfi Night of every New Play* 

That they (hall have Power to iend for Perfons^ 
Papers, and Records. 

That they (hall appoint fome Perfon, duly qualified » 
to compoie for the Uad Inftrument. 

That the Compofition ihail conM of three feled 
pieces c^Mufick, di£!erentin their Kind. 

That the firftfhall be jsky'datthe End ofthe Pro* 
logue, and at no other Time, and (hall be nnderfioodi 
to be for the Entertainment of the Liccnfers. 

That the fecond (hall never be played but when ai| 
A^ior commits fome flagrant Fault* 

That neither of thefe Siall be taken to reflet in the 
leaft upon the Poet. 

Thav 
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That the third fhall be playM at the End, and only 
when the Play merits to Jbe damn'd. 

That no Pdrlbn {hall he aOowed to bM, in this Con^ 
certviho has not read H^raa^ J^^fm, and Jtymer. 

That no Gentleman of the Univerfity be allowed! 
to iband a Cat-cal till he has been two Yean in Town. 

That Frank Tonxmh^ or fome other Critick of eqaaf 
Longs, be a|q)ointedf to lead the Qrchaeftia» and luce- 
wife to beat Time. 

That Ladies be allowed to uft Cat^cals if they 
plea/e. 

That a Tthidnay or fmall Flagelkt, of a moK curi* 
eus Workmanfliip, and of a fwectcr Tone, be made 
on Purpofe for their ufe. 

That it ftiall be tied, with a Silver or Gold Bibbon, 
to the Sticks of their Fans. 

That the Ladies which confHtate the Sbaiejheare^ 
Club be the principal Perfons to appoiaifuoh ot their 
own Sex as may ufe thefe Flagellets. 

That no Lady be judgfd qualified to play in thi^ 
Cbncert that has not read the SpeSators. 

That die Criticks in the Pit, out of Re^peft, Ihal 
be filen t when the Ladies bmn to ibund. 

Tliat all Expreflions which are ollenfive to Modeft)r 
or good Manners, be left to the Cenfure of the Ladies. 

That no Lady, under the Degree of a Toafl, be 
appointed to lead their Orchaeftra. 

That the Critick in the Gallery have fiill Liberty 
to yawn when the Play is over, provided he docs not 
Kkeit: Any Thing contdn'd in thefe Orders to tht 
cxmtrary notwithilandihg. 
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Saturday, June 3, 1738. 

~ — ' 

7o the Author of Common Sense. 

SIR, 

Perufed with Attention the Scheme you 
propofed to the Publick (January 28) 
for uniting the oppofite Fadtions, which 
have (b mifenibly divided this King- 
dom, by obliging all Perfons, in a cer- 
tain Aflembly, to refign up their Natu- 
ral No&s into the Hands of the Firft Minifler for the 
Time being. 

K% a Brttt/b Sulje^ I cannot but look on myfdf to 
be a Party concerned in whatever Coalition may be 
proje&d, and am perfwaded I have a moft unquefli- 
onable Right to be confulted on all Meafures pro- 
pounded for that End. 

1 ihall, therefore, make no Apology, for offering 
my Sentiments ; but (hall lay before you the Errors 
whereto I apprehend your Plan is fubjcd: After 
'^which, if I find Common Senfe of the fame Opinion 
with myfelf, I may chance to Communicate another 
Plan, of my own drawing, liable to abundantly fewer 
Miflakes, which render the Plan already laid down, 
by youy in my Opinion, morally impradicable. 
I agree with you intirely in the following Points : 
I ft. That it is of the higheft Importance to the 
whole Nation to find out Ibme Means which may ef. 

feaually 
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ibdually deftroy the unhappy Divifions liitherto fob- 
fifUng among us» and which may cement all Parties. 
^ 2cuy. That it will be abfolately impoffible ever ta« 
unite the contending Fadions ^without Doorsy unkis. 
Unity be previoufly eftablifhcd nmtbin, 

3dly. That Unity luithin Doors can never be cfta- 
blifhed on any foUd Foundation^ if it be not grounded 
on the Mim/terial Bottom, 

Thus far I have the Pleafure of findii^ that yoi^ 
and I are of the fame Opinion : But then I can by nor 
Means come into the Meafures you propoie to attaio» 
thofe delircable Ends. 

As it is a Standing Maxim with Common Senfo, that 
iecond Thoughts are beft ; if^ tha:efbre, you will con^ 
defcend. to thmk a fecond Time on the Plan you havo 
propoied, I may chance to have you on my Side. 
^ Ithinkit is as follows: 

. To prevent any Diviiion of No(es nmibin Docrr, and 
to. iecure a Coalition of them all on the Miniftorh Side^^ 
you propofe, that every Perfon, to indtle himfelf to a 
$eat there/ ihall refign his own Nofe, and wear> in tho 
Stead of it, one cut out of the Mimfimal Bottom, 

If fome worthy Gentlemen are pliaUe enough to be 
kd by theii^own Nofes,^. is it reafon^Ue they (h^d be 
obliged to undmo the painful Operation of having 
their No(es cut p^merely to be inoculated with others 
from, the MiMtJitrial Bottom f I think not> it is enough' 
that they content to be led by that Member : It littk 
imports, therefore, to whom the Materials of the Nofe 
did oridnally belone> 

Befi&y tius Memod of inoculating Nofes mighr» 
in Time, have an Effedl diredly oppofite to what it 
was iirfl intended to produce. . 

At prefenty while every Man retains his^ own Nofe 
on his own Face, every Nofe the Minifter takes hold 
of (if it be wjell fix'd) will drag its Owner after it ; and 
he muil foUoW) to avoid being marked with In&my^: 
Whereas^, when no Man's Nofe is hi» own* it miy 
F 5 chance,. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



io6 COMMON SENSE. 

clumoe, at fame critkad Ptriod, that the Minifler^ 
pindung a little too hard, may pull after him nodimg 
bat his own Svmpathetick Snoot, and the Perfonswho 
remain behind aMMMfV will immediately (to hide their 
Shame) clap on their original No(es ; which every one 
will sdwayshave in Rea&ieis : For they are allowed^ 
by year Sdmne, to weir them at th«r Buttons. 
Thus, may not an unforefeen Divifion of Nofes hap- 
pen ^within Doors thro^ the tery Means made Uie of 
io prevent it f And what may be the Coniequence of 
the Diviion«iu)r/Ii0i«/, no one, I betieve, has hfofe good 
enough to fmell out. 

Fbrkms you will iay, that the Natoral Nofes of the 
Cornipt ntfty may be liable to the fiime Objedion» 
with your Artificial Ones, and for a Reafbn very ob- 
vious to be goeftM :•— •lliatis, they may hamxn not 
to be quite fo found at Bottom as might be wimM; fb 
. that tMy maybe drawn out of their Sockets widi a 
modemteTwes^, and, while the Nofe is lefl in the 
Mm/tr\liuid^ the Body might chance to go ano- 
ther Way s which vnH be Matter of Laughter mid 

Rallery jtv^atf Doors : To prevent which, I think 

I have found outaTOod Expedieit. 

I humbly prc^)ofe, therefore, that there may be a 
general Salivation, that all the Parti/ans of a certaia 
gremi Pirjwmge, to a Man, may be fluxed: For, by 
your Favour, they aie reckoned a Crew of very fatrvy 
Foikws » ■■that they fhaU all lie down about the 
Middle ofysmusty ; and, becaufe DoAor Freind^ in 
his Hi^oty oiFbyfick, is of Cbinion, diat the longeft 
Salivations are thefur^, they fiiall not Hie till the End 

of i^fojp. ^This, I hope, nwy fcrve to fecure the 

Foundation of their Nofes. 

Another Reafon which may be offered a^mfl yoor 
Schcm, is the Difficulty of putting it in Execution. 
It is notprpbable that the Nofes now in PbflefEon will 
give a Preference to Nofes fo very Fofierior to them- 
idvcs. And, except ibey are all tweagfd iato a De- 
gree 
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Hndlioga Fox, it wHl be no niy Xlaatrto makeaniv^ 
<tf tkem fioop ^low, for a borrowed Nofe» which wul 
always icent Aiimg enoi^ of die Kcnnd to expofe 
tiKff Indiimionto dbty Worit. 

Now, to my Knoi^dedse, dMve are fane h-Door 
Nofes of ib exceedinely ddUcate aTextnie^ that they 
will even footze at t£e very .i^ of the Miniilerraf- 
fing by them. And how to twnge d^le Nofes mxo 
<2oinplmiioe, hk Ub$r, hoc wpms f-^»^Tht faueA^ 
tempt, iaAeadof a Oatitkm^mightcratteavefyfii- 
tal Oppofidon. 

Wim nakes ftfongrragaiaft yoor Seheraeof iV^^^^ 
AKuimimUy that the Miutitnde of lodfions, the&ce- 
cation of it would recpiire, mnft neoeffiuily inckmger^ 
ifnocfabvert iSbit Mimftefi4d Boihm, For^ however 
^nallwefappofetheSMseyoa allot to each particalar 
Nde» the AmputatioQ moft be confidoable in the 
Whole. And might not this prove very detrimental 

totheJI^ r*« intelleas f Which, infomeJIf— « 

areprovidentudly fituatcd in thofe PMs, die better to* 
Deceive their necef&ry f nfloenoe finom the Foot Aiid> 
&is is die Reafbn why theil^«~^ri are ahvays fo* 
wife a Fnftirkri. 

I have even been credibly informed^ thatthe l>ai^ 
GaxiHar takes all his Pre^ti^ions from thence, and , 
that the ferioos Application of its ingenious Authors to 
die difibtent Manner ia whi^ dieir Patron fcratches 
that Fart, at diflR^rent limes,, has rendered them fo in- 
fidfiUe in foieielling Events a Ftfierim. 

However, we will not infift on the Truth of this* 
Poftulatum. But wherever a Minifter^^ Brains are 
lodg'd, whether in his Head or in his Poibriors, it. 
muft be own*d, that any Amputation from either 
would be of dangerous Confeouence to the State. 

lamfenfible, notwithftanding, that there is fome* 
Diffidence between thefe two important Extremities. 
A Minifter,, for Example,, might part with his Ears,. 

and: 
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dud retain the iame prQ|e6^ing Brains he ever had>: 
Tho* I will not pretend to iay whether he mi^ht not 
be more circiunfped in his Prcjeds, while lie had 
Ears to loofe. But be that as it may, any the kaft 
Amputation, mull greatly weaken a Minifter's Bottom^ 
and confequently o^aiion a Wriggling very pernicious 
to the State^ 

There is one Obje&ion more which will totally 
overthrow your Scheme. The Ofajeaion is this : That 
DO fuch Operation can be made without the utmoft In- 
digniQr to that innobled Fkrt ; the Impreffion which^ 
for aught any one knows, may have mqnentl^ been 
fiamp*d upon it, gives it acertain Sandion agamft the 
jude Attempts of meaner Powers. 1 am even inclined 
to believe that (was any one pre&ne enough to intend 
any Inciiions on that venerable Pkrt) the iUuftdpos 
Callus, which the gracious Kicks^ may hav« fpnad 
over it, would blunt the Edge of the keeneft Patriot* 
Fuiy, efpecially, if there be any Truth in that vulgur 
Proverb : ^ere is no hewing Blocks with a Razor. 

From whence, I think, it fufiiciently appears, that 
your Scheme neither can be put in Pra£U(e ; nor ought 
to be, if it could^ Therefore, I make no Doubt but^ 
en fecond Thoughts, you will lay it afide. 

To th$ PnUick, and /r Common Senle, 

J Fmndimd bumble Sertfoui, 

Rac.T A Ration 



Sjltur- 
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Saturday, June lo. 1738. 

Nmnquam aliud Natura aliud Saptentm dkit, Ju7. 

Eonnerly attempted to roint oat a Way 
of bringiii^ the World to Common 
Senfe, by the. Rule of ReduAion ; by 
paring away the Redundancies of the 
ilincC. till it is left in the becoming 
Simplicity of Common Senic. My Ex- 
amples atthat Time were of Mali Offenders only ,. and, 
I hope, I produced fuch Infiances ass^might convince 
any impartial Perfon, .tnat, by proper Means, Cox- 
comb iditer Cdxcomb may be gently led off the Sta^, 
and perfuaded to part with every glaring Particolanty 
whiutdrew them oat of the Crood of Mankind to be 
laoeh'd at 

I have fince had fome Opportunities of makii\^ Ob- 
(ervations on the Other Sex, and I do not conceive it 
abiblatdy impoffiUe to bring about tjie fame Reforma- 
tion here : For Common Senie is,, in the Mind, what 
. Goidlity. is in the Body ; no particular Part or Per- 
fcdion, but a certain amiable Refult fit>m the whole ; 
and con£fb diiefly m the Abfence of Aukwardne^ 
and Affidation. It is attdnaUe by both Sexes and 
all Conditions ; £>» it confiib only ni ai^g within the 
Limits of their ievend Capacities, and', with a decent 
Humlitf^ condefcending to be what diey are. It Is 
.loft but by the unhappy Influence of Ibme mifplaced 

Am- 
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Ambition, and we are tricked oat of it, J^cU inrMtJt- 

Botas die Fair Ser are too noflsecDiis a Body t» s^ 
^MkiftilieGfoft wftthe Aitiaeiyof one^Sieet of 
Fipi^r ; I fhalliCTMuate thelninto Parties, and at me- 
lent kf^j mybSfto the Whm^ TJbo* mueh will be 
advanced which will concera the Sex in general. 

I am far fimn thinking, that a Lady may not bve 
Ckimpaiiy, Dtc&and Sivtrfiona^ wiihoat anyothep 
View <-K ^n as they are their own Reward. Bat fhe 
will neverthdefiofiend aeainft Common Senfeif, by 
immad&ate Zeal for difhnmiiihing herftlf there, fhe 
«ves herHafband the feme Uneaimds, and die World: 
die iame Advantage over her Repatation, which a. 
more criminal Condaft would do. ' 

FLoaiKDA ihines inaU t)ie Elegance of Dreft and- 
^Saiety ofBehavioar Abroad, bat entertains her ^poofe 
with the fluttifli Preparations only of her fotare Fi- 
nery, and the Dregs of Aofe Spirits fce has inSxA 
npcrn die Pablick. She is widi him in a perp^toat 
mrty DifiduUe, fmear^ovevwidi Waftes, «id link- 
ing at Icaft of fadid Perfuma. This Ne^eft of 00- 
mefHck Cleanlineft is one of die greateft Banes to> 
Conjugid Felidty, for it mnft, by D^recs, grow difbft- 
fbl toUiefondeftHuiband, and oflinUve to every other: 
At thcfeme Time it informs the World nahmt is ex- 
{lefied Abroad, and ntbat is notexjpe^ed at Home. 

CLEoa A, on the other Hand, is impcrtinendy nke. 
Whoever comes to her Houfe, is irnmediatdy ^srtSoed 
of his Shoes, and prefented with Slippers, which d»^ 
Servant gives him with his Miftreis^s Servke, aiiddft>- 
fires he nvouU mtnfoalk off ^e Matts. Her Hoffaand is 
perpetually teazM with her infipificant Prudence, and 
fhe fufiers as much from a Spot in her Cbadis, or her 
Floor, as ihecoold from one in her Repatation. This. 
riMtubtu SolUciiudi about IftiJUs is as incodifient 
with Common Smfeasthe other Extreme,. dio*itoftei^. 
pafles under the fidfe Appelbdonof G^/fexf/^^/y- 
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Lady PADi.sit (withontJUiiDg into the Vkeof 
GamiDg) plays at Cards more than CooHnon Sedecaa 
dil0wr. H«r whole Ciide^ Plisibm, tke (ole VkW 
dihttUk^ the oltinateEiidef all ha Defigns, isa 
Itoy at Suqpemiy ^moMUi. Tha Divvrfiens, when 
taken ^«s to E30oe&» ipofl the Conpaaion, give m 
Feeviimels to the Tenper, and break in upoa thofe 
Hottfs which OooMiiOB SoiTe has allotted to better 
Poi^pofes r Befides, when a Wamas has loft her Mo* 
nty, herHaflMMidiiot only bean the Eamnoe, bat die 
Bhneloo.- — VitrvphiKfJJki/bmUt^ — -Hi is fk$ 

^mfkmbimSirifidhermi*og9 f ■ And then afi the 
Jn^egidaftties of TcfB^M*, wjudi I/eoeucT feftrained' 
Mm C6infsany, are m^ iFcntad upon hin, and the 
loft Games are i^yMover agam in Bed to the poor 
fleepIefiMaiiy a eottvtmn Am, bkW^ Simtlrfihtr 
Mme} like a Woof, 

HoMoaiA ftiews her Wit andher Power orer her 
Menlak; flieMds, docunentiiei and dtfilmrges them 
l^WayofEntertainmenttaher Vifitors: But, at the 
fiinie Time, (he is convindnr them of her vxA Ma- 
nagemcnt, fhepaystoodearforfuchPhufe, bylbrfett* 
IngherPrecmifions to either Good-Manners, or Com*, 
mon Senfe. This Foible is ftill more flagiant ^ndiere 
^e Haiband is the Objeft of it ; when& F^vdts or 
Deficiendes are revenged upon his Aconaintance r 
And, ifanyl1iing^has£K>neamifi in theMoniing, he 
not only perceives it Mr iiis Dinner,^ but «# it likewife ; 
wha« fte, poor injured Lady, fits at the Head of his 
Table Inall the Agonies of concealed IIl-Natmie, and 
her DileooHe confifts tfhalfSimttma and ittrk JHit- 
Jms, diiagiveate to hmi and unintelligible to all others 
prefent; fb diat the Guefts canoniy ftare eadi other 
wildly in the Pace, without any Poffibifity of interpor 
£ng, and iit with a mahdousSneer, pfs^g for her> 
ana hevtity comniieniting him. 

Phil- 
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Pi)i)LLis is d^edifeontented Mate of a fober honeft 
Tr^de&iaBy but would fain pais upon the World fov 
a Woman of Faftion : She ifyes^ a&irs and turns her 
little Stock of Finery into all the Changes which Fancy; 
and A^^tion produce in every Brain of Q^ty. 
Her whole Time at Home is eynployU in preparing 
hereto fhine cmcea Week in a Side-Box ; where s& 
her Pleafure is to befeen, and her greateft Misfortune 
(which conftitutes others Pleafure) is meeting her 
Friends and Acquittance.; I would have her oonfidcc 
Ihat^^ lether.aimatwhatihew]IU ihe can be atmoft 
but die.fineft Lady of. her Hulfaand*s fTard: She may 
beenvy*d there, but will be laughed at every wheie 
elfe. On the other Side, if h,er Good Man would take 
Courage and (^nppiiig her of thofe tawdry Attempts 
to be a fine Lady) place her, with ^ fuitable Counte- 
nance auid in a decent Dreis, behind his Counter, ihe 
might then attrad Cuilomers inilead of Beans, and 
would be mortifi^diato a Wife c^ Common Sonfi, 

The Compai^ of your Paper will not permit me to 
pardcularife more^ of tWe Oftnders,. wherewith this 
Metropolis fo abounds : Nor is it my Defign to ^ve 
you a C^talogiie of them. I defue only, by thefe few 
Examples,, to fhew the Fair what Kind of Foibles are 
Qfibices againil Common Senfe, That they may know 
that, to be a Wife of Common Senfe, is not to be mere- 
ly a wrtuousWifi^ but fomething more: For Vices 
are not Crimes ajgainil Common Scnfe : They M un- 
der another Juriloidtion. But the Tranigreffions which 
are the Objedsof your Labours are thofe Indifcr$ti§ni 
'which flow horn falfe Notions of themfelves, and 
which make them appear ridiculous or inconfiilent 
Abroad, and thofe NegU^ncts or Becadillos at HomCi 
which reduce the happy Pair into a perfed Afaiiy to- 
wards each other, and, in thofe of more iangume Ccoi- 
flitutions, are piodudive of SuUeu SUnuei, Tart Re* 
fartus, Malicious Hinfs and NoSumaLAbircations. 

Toge- 
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Together with this P^ffimfir Cards, I wooUbaiiifh 
every 'violent Jttachmintf whatever be the Ob^ of 
it ; Lap-Do^ or Childrea, Female Friends, or» what is 
oftoi the Di&uife of bad Porpofes, the innocent De- 
iire of Publick Approbation : for every Attachment, 
when indulg'd, wiU ingrois too much of a Female 
Mmd, and leave too little Room for Domeftick Cares : 
It becomes improper, when beft j^aced, if it breaks out 
in tirifime SeUicitndes and ilUim^d FwdHtffes, With 
iall violent Attachments, I would likewife prohibit all 
*vain Attempts at being foremoil in the hefi of Quali- 
ties : For I declare, that a Woman of Common Senfe, 
can be neither the Fineft Wpmen, the Beft-drefs*d Wo- 
man, the Politeft Womaa, the Wifeft Woman, the 
Wittieft Woman, or the moft Religious Woman : She 
ca9 only be the beji Sort of WcHuen in Town. 

The Tea-Tabii is a Place which {eems to prefcribe for 
an exempt Jurifdidion from Cpmmom Senfe» a^ there- 
fore I will not break in upon any of its known Immu* 
nitles or Privilens ; fuch as Sandal, Slander, Ridi* 
cule. Fibs, and common inofienfive Nonienfe : But I 
muft mterpofe when they there deviate into Politicks, 
or b^in to reddra^ with Party-Rage. For all Femide 
Conj^bires about Foreign Tran&dions, and all Pn> 
pofitions to fettle the BaUance of Power in Europti are 
abfolutely inconfiflent with Common Senfe. The 
Converiation therefor^ muft be retrained infra fuatmr 
Maria ; unlds Tome one in Company carpeds a Huf- 
band or a Parrot, a Relation or a Monkey, fi^om 
£eyond-Sea» in which Cafes, the £xce& of Joy natpiil 
to fuch Occafions mufl have fome Allowance fer^Y^* 

As to Domeftick Politicks, I can by no Me^o^aid- 
mit of their retailing their Hufbands. Sentiments,, or 
imparting what they luould have fpoken and voted in th^ 
Houfe^ if tbef bad been thir^ And as to thoie Ladies 
who differ ^m their Spoufb in Politicks, as wejl a^ 
other Topicks, it muft be indecent in them to.abufc 
thofe of a di^ent Opinion from themfelv^. . . 

I would 
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Iwoiddliko«afe#eftfBm »& Attenfts at Wit and 
IPoeciy, "v^rhidi always carry diem beyond the BonndB 
«f Oommon Srn^ mni aie too omn txrodn^ive dF 
f%/&/j aad BeftMcks mifeecoinllig the CtansGtardi a 
Matron. 

Icooldwiih&ey ^wndd iklfo refrain from nuddne 
cither tJvemi^^es or their Families the Snbjeds of Diu 
coaHe. I Will admit of div^ging all other Secrets, io 
Cbmplianoe to that Frmytnc^^fmnd with which La- 
dies are naturally affi^Aod upon hearing them : But 
Famf^ Secrets y if of Importance^ give their Acqaain- 
tance a great Advantage o^0r their Fameor Fortunes,. 
^Hom prododive of any Good ; and if they are of na 
Importance to themfelves, it is but natural to fuppofe 
them of as little to any one elfe. I know a Lady who 
is, unhappily, of fo retentive a Memory, as to be able 
to recoiled every Tran^idion of her infignificant Life,, 
and has, attheume Tisie, fo ftrong a Regard to Ve^ 
ladty and Pimdoality, that (he wSl not permit you * 
to be nyftaken in^ or igoorant of thenunnteftCircun^ 



When I havehud thefe many Embam^ oii Femak^ 
Gonveifiuion,. I am ibrry my Regiod to Comimon 
Senfeobliges me to addone more;: «fe. ThataLady 
(tf'ihe has thekdt Valuelbr it) fiioald not be exorbir 
tandy copious otxm any Subjed whatever. 

lam not indmable to make anv ^urdier Additiom 
^BtlikTop]^, Idl my Pair Readers ftouMlufpeak 
tebaaWork of Difficulty to preierve a due Obier- 
VUMetoCammon Senfeia every Pftrt ef their De- 
pMmentL I am appithenfivetbeywill begin already 

tm mfwat^ Wlure is this Wmanto he fitmd? But 

if thcydid, I would bid them turn their Eyes towards 
Eiri>ociA. 

EuDociA is happy in having a Man of Seafe (br 
ierl^flsand; butftm morefo in prefermg his Aieci' 
tioB totfhe fiiihionable Follies whidi her Sexadore. — ^ 
Her Life k a jjaft Mixcnre^f Domelbck Cares and In- 
nocent 
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nKent Sdvnfions. huB/m bnBor, 8te it niikfiit«- 
My famfied in tmMWihmg Privue Life, aad bringing 
bioit whtfeBellctqr is nsrduef Aiaiy tolo^opga 
her OoaaoB^t sndltts Mm Hooa^ as aiuie Mhm 
homthtmrnft, IFadgocDaMi Cralib^ dieWofld. 
There he is certain of meediMr his Eduocia ever 
chcarfiA and ferene,^ and every Thing about him fuited 
to his Tafte and to his Fortune. No/rMV Mt^fi- 
ience in one Part of his Oecooomff iiifMrled^y %fe^ 
nurhus Meamufs in another, but the Whok onecon-' 
fiftent Scheme dlikgma FriigmUtf. 

In all Things under her Care, as in Herfelf, he Aet 
aNeatn(;(iaBdPropriety« without any implicit Renrd 
to Fafhions, or a ridiculous Ne^ed of them.— when 
^ ap pe ars in Pnfalick, ^e is the^neft Woman in the 
Company, without defiring or defi|p[iiBg to be ib, the. 
hefi dFefe*dbecanienot the mtft ; and & Politeft, bv 
a moft «ntle bat nnaflfeOed Simj^idty and Chearful- 
nefi of fiehaviour. She oonfiders Company and Di- 
vtifloai» not only «s peefentfotertainffients, butalA 
asihe^fttnre Anafemcnci of Cbovi^iiation, and A^ 
•Ifaiii^df «Mldng iiesfelf mofeagreeaUe it Hone. 

Ste.ihm views ^iMbkt of her own Sex^ widi» 
Mlciofiiriii^then any other Waythan^fayhcr Con-, 
duds and hea» the polite Di&onries of others, that 
She may the better Fdifii her HuibandV 

Thiv Eunoc la meets that Efteem, without Mdng: 
it,. vKhkh fo many odier Women 'vainly ibllidt by 
Art and JffiBaikn ; enjoys alltheir harmleft Pkafiirei 
wMioiitdiilaii)in^tho(e<^oDnju^ Society, andoul- 
iKvaies a Friendflup at Home, which will improveand 
ddigfat in Age when the gUttering Idols otFeaude 
Adoration are no loimr emertaining. 

^•btrliujband^ S&impi«ves every Felidtyl^par^ 
takinKit,andis aReliefineveryMisfivtane: to her^ 
fejf, ibeprepaiesaSceneofJoj^ which Me not iif 
^oiition, nor end even with Life \f§thi rift ^ htr^ 
Hx^. flie aflbids a lively Example^ chelu^pyinAa-^ 

cnce 
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ence of Common Senfe in Domeftick Life : Jndto tb^ 
Puhlick^ a YzXMtm which (could you prevail upon your 
Pair Rnden in general to imitate her Condoa)^ would 
revive the loft Spirit of IndipemleMcej which nothmg 
but Extravagance and bad Oecommy have deftit)y<d. 

Tatrs^ A. Z, 



Saturday, 7^;r^ 17, 1738. 
?i /A^ Author of Common. Sense. 

SIR. 

I am an old Batchelor of an eaiy For* 

une^ and without Avarice or Ambiti>^ 

«i^ I have little or no Careturihifine&y 

ai therefiuv often amuie myielf ^widi 

^hings which pais unobferved by tho 

Red: of Mankind. Being of a frugal 

Temper, I lodg'd in Weftminfter for Cheapneis, and 

from the Window of my Apartment,: have a View of 

thofe Trees in the Cotton-Gardei^, where fome Rottii 

havq latehf taken up their Rcfidehce. 

In the B^inning of this laft 8prine» I was very ob- 
fcrvant of the Art and Condua of thefc Creatures in 
their Manner of building their Neils, and of their Be- 
haviour towards each other. I was for fame Time 
esctremely pleaied with their Honeily, and with the 
great Regard they fliewed towards the Property of each 
other^ notwithiUnding the rapacious I^ea to which 
we have aQxed the:Name they ufually bear. . A Roak 
of the HumaaSpecies^ is a Ci»Uure whohas no No* 
w . ' lion. 
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iMm pf Joftice, IS alw>^s ready to rob kb Ndghboor 
of his Property, when he can do it witli Safety; bur 
toom the Behaviour of the Rooks» my Ne^lxMirs, I 
for feme Time ima^n'd, that a i^o^^f o£ the Feathoned 
Kind was aqoite diiSnrent Animal ; thatthey had the 
mieatefi Reeard to Juftice, and hdd it as a Maxim, 
tti2Lt even the moft fmfikmmmu Creature ooeht to in- 
joy the Benefit of what it has acquired by itslnduffay : 
For tho* many of their Nefb were oontiguons» yet no* 
one of them oiHrred to pull a Stick, from its Neia^- 
boar*s, in ardtt to add to i^ own; but would ra^er 
fly to aTreeat feme Diifamce, fearchout aTwigfit 
for its Purpoie, andwithmat Labour tear it from the 
Branch, Gury it In his fill to its Neft, and there, 
with the Help of its Mate, lay it in its proper nace, 
with as much Art and Skill^ moft of our S^nkics are 
carableof. 

For this Reaibn, lentertained kitbrnfi Days a very 
good Opinion of the honef^ Difpoiicion of my Neigh- 
bours, and could not diicover the Realbn why we W 
affixed their Names to foch a viUanous Idea ; butone 
Evening, afterieveral of the firft Nefb were near com- 

eeated^ I obferved that a Fair of Rmks had bmm to 
lild their Neii in a Tree at (bme Diffamce, which they 
carried a pretty good Length that Night before they 
want to rooft ; aM during the whole Oporatbn were 
fi> very obiervant of the Property of their Neighbours, 
that they never touched any of their Pofleffibns, or ap^ 
proached nearer to them tluuK was abfolutely neoeflary 
tnjhing to andfhm their vum. It is true, they did now 
aiKl then pull a Twig from fome of the extreme 
Branches of the Trees upon which the others had" 
Ranted their Nefis; but as they never touched a 
Branch on which any Neft was aBmUlf built, this 
feemed to be no Breach of the Lawtof ^Mifrf,'and: 
was, I faw, prated by nvj^Mtf of the Reft as iKrell 
as by them. 
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As yet Ihid no Ovbifiim ttf^al^ 
xomxiynici itt^r Nci^boon; hut, neExeMbming, a 
little faefinr &111 nfingy I Was awakened <Nft of a pn>> 
fiwmd Sfei^ b^ z^ mdl cxtnei^smy Noiie among 
iteit At Ae Morning was ietene a^ W2^nn, Igot 
oae of Bcdvffip]^4on soy Night-Gown^ thivvirmy 
Safli «p^ and nok^dr oursff^ffee wfiiat was die Matter. 
^hmaftnk I MitvtAy diHt the whdle PaffthtdMLin 
upon dio poor Coiij^e c^ J{^«ybWllo had bmlt thdr 
Neft at a &ftanee, asliefbre-nientioned, and were poK 
ling it all to^Pletes, aind carrying the Miterials of it 
to tMr own HabitatioBis< 

Thi» new>SOeft(ra#>rd^' tile great Astofement, but 
amoed mtk Asxiuiety and Goneem for the two ipoot 
Creatures who were the. Siiiflferers. I ftayM at my 
li%)d»rtini&wdidrNeilrintire!yd«nidiihed, and 
every Stick of it removed ; during which Time F 
>na d^gent in oUbving the Behavioar of the two 
who, asldioa^, feemed to be under a kgaL or a 
^litary ExeeutiMi. They feemM to bear tm Whole 
witiij^tFaden^eandRefignation^ and, infleadof 
Tefetttmff what had been done, awi^ they fiew to the 
Tree wvere their Plimderers were fitting, and fell a 
tmuit^ uukchunerif^ wi^ them, as if no fuch Thing 
had happened. As I did not underfiand their Lan- 
guage, I do not know what pafled between them % 
ontl obferved-diey did not bring back fo much as om 
Snttrof what had been taken fiom them, 

l£>wever; it^B^ probable they^ received fome Promiies 
of JElefiitationr, witii which thQr rettimed to their Tree, 
asappnred to mir, hidityfaiasfied; anddiat Afbr- 
nxm they began to rebnSd their Neft indie fame Place, 
depending as I fi^poie, upon the Promifes which had 
been ma&t them: But next Morniiig their Nell was 
aBBm puUed^ to Pieces in die (kme iMknoer, aitdaH 
this Materials ^^cakenft'om'them'. Again tb^ flew to 
their Enemies Habitadons to negotiatey as I fhallbeg 
Leave to call it^ again they began to rebuild^ and 

again 
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4igamtkctr Ndl wr^eAtoycd mA p h mi kr Hltot two 
^or three Dayrfiioceffiyely. 

Ail luoc i^tumdaace of Gonofity, diis ScflM laiM 
in me varioas Specalations, and made me ftHrtmiiy 
inq«tfidve» iniomr to find^ Gaaft» wl^ a^ Nd^h- 
^joBtfr fhoold bdiave m fuck a Mamior to jEhit' poe» 
Bair of i^Mb, and aottr^any^ edw Fair who kad be« 
jpm to build their Neft in that Gaitien. WiKther 
thA twoNeviNComeiB hadteon gpiiby <tf thityiiMLor 
any other Cnmc^ aad tint thii: wm hSi&oi by Wajp^ 
of Pmwftimeiit ; Or wfaedier they weieAUepSi and that 
the othen wopld not alUiw thisi toieltleany whereat 
aE near tkmr Colony ; I did net know : But bangv 
every UsLY verymochat my Window, and vtrv^ el>^ 
ienrantol the Behavioui: of my Ne^^ibowf , I Mani'ii 
hme few^ Days aftei^ a Cirauafboce^ whieh dtanA 
w all nfy Boidits. I<Aifen«clthataQodierRMrofi 
R99ks, who likewiie fteraodi ta be New-conen, hai 
began toboilddieirNcftupoa thefittBeTree»aiMlal> 
naoft: upcHi,the fiimaBrandi^ in whigh wwbuiktha 
Neft which had been fo often defboyed; At fooa as. 
I&wthis, Ibqpntoifaipeatheywteldheattidled 
in the fiune Way the fontier Fur had faeen^ ndadu 
made me tidceiay Stand at. my Window neirt Mbmr 
ing by Day43nw; and aoooidin^y at I eaepe Obd ^. 
the Attack was bcgan^ a litdebme SuiHifii»^ bat 
widi.difibxenr Saocdi ^fiirthis new Coaple Jcmt j» 
defended their Works, compleated duor in a km 
Bays, and haiwevor finoe thriifttwojorthneJk^ 
ifljoyedtheir Pofieffion in great FeaceandlVaaaaility* 

Upon this the iirft .Coinde bqaa again ta baxub bat. 
ynA the iaine Soocefs asbdeee ; finr iitefr they bailt 
that Day was demoliihed the next Morning; h^tkut 
they have had noNeft, nor haivebtaaghtfottkatif' 
Young this Seafov; whadr I amfiniip oi^ bscaofe % 
bave always obferved tiiem fitting abiae and Arlomi 
nfonthe Tree, and^ as Iimaaned, withi a^pitboaa 
Ziodc benoiaing the Loi.«f Ao. Ncft^thsy hadao^ 
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tht Cottrage to ^e&iadi Naythey feem no\rtobethe 
Out'cafis of the Rookt/h Race ; for no one of the Reft, • 
Bot even their next Neighbours, will keep them 
Cbmpony. 

As this appesrcd to me a moft remarkable and a 
tery entertaining Phemikemn in Nature, I took great 
Notice of, and have iince ferioufly rdledled upon, 
the difierent Behaviour of the two Couples of Rooks <^ 
aiki the feveral Incidents which I thought mieht con- 
tribute to the diflerent Succefs which attended than. 

As to the firft -Couple I obferved, that when the 
Iteft came to attack them, they fat upon their Ned 
^aitmng and making agreat Noife, but neither of 
tiiem o&red to make Uic either of Bill or Talons, 
thenatural Weapons of the FeatherM Kind, nor did 
jekherof them attempt to give fo much as one Blow 
to any of the Rooks who were pulling their Neft to 
Pieces ; butlxith &t fiutcering with thSr Wings, and 
MovinSg' in « piteous Tone, as if they had }afxxifulUi^ 
np their Bnecl^s,'9nd iiggitig for Mercj^, or for a 
^oriRtfi^U. 

Sometimes, indeed, one of them, which I took to 
be the Male, would fly out a little from his Neil, 
took very flern, and en^vour to appear refdived to 
msktRiprifids^ but as foon as he came near any of the 
Enemies Nefts, or near any Rook loaded with the Spoils 
ofhisMiw, he immediately dropped his Creft, and, in- 
flead of attacking, would only m\ a cmwmg^ and then 
le^umtohis Mate, upon which he and (be would be- 
gin ay^)M/^^^iM>u;/, as if they were cot^ratulathig tme 
anotmr upon the Svcafs of his Eaterfr^e. 
> At laft, when he found that neither Prajfirs nor 
Tiriats would prevail, I obferved him fly to a Hole 
in the Tree, where 1 found he hadlay*d up a Maga- 
^^e of Oats^. ereat Quandes of which he earned 
and ofeed tomofe Rooks who were demoliflxing his 
Neft. This had fome Eflea ;. for while they were 
catii^ op what bo badgi'mn them, they flopped dono- 
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liihing the Neft ; but as foon as they had done, thty 
began to renew tktiT Depredations^ which fent him 
again to hit Magazine ; fo that, till he had ^totbing mon 
to zjve^ the Neft was not entirely demolifh*d. 

This was, as near as I conld obferve, the Deport- 
ment o£ that Qou];^e of Reois who had their Neft al« 
ways deftroy*d ; but as for the other Couple^ I obferv'd, 
that as ibon as they faw the Enemy approach, they 
hothj^ out a little Way ^m their Neft, and inftead 
of waitii^ the Attack, they began the Battle with all 
imaeinabk Fury. Bills, Talons, and Wings, were 
ma£Uieofbyboth with the utmoft Dexterity ; and 
tho' they were attacked by, I believe, twenty to one, 
yet they loft no Ground, but made the Feathers of 
their Enemies fly about them. In fhort, they behav^ 
with fuch Rejolution that no one of the Enemy durft 
approach their Neft, except one only, who got hold of 
a unall Twig, and pulled it away ; but in an Inftant, 
one of tho Proprietors came fowie upon him, and not 
only beat him to the Ground, but pulled the Twig 
from him, carried it back to the Neft, and without the 
leaft Delay, or uttering, as I may fay, the leaft Word, 
returned to the Aftiftance of his Mate ; fo that after 
an Engagement of near za Minutes, the Enemy were 
obliged CO retire, with nothing but aking Bones, as I 
fuppoie, and the Lofe of a great many of their beft 
Feathers. 

Next Morning, and the Morning after, the Attack 
was renewed, but each Day with lefs Vigour than the 
former. The Aflailauts always found that, upon their 
Approach towards the Neft, the two Pofleffors march* d 
out from their Station, and attacked them before they 
could come within what I may call the utmoft Fron* 
tier. Even the 4th Morning they made an Appear- 
ance a$ if they were to renew the AfTault ; but fo foon 
as they few the hra've PoiTeflbrsyii/^ out to meet them, 
they retired with the utmoft Precipitation ; and ever 
fince that Day, this brave Couple have not only pofr 
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Mkd their Neft in Tranquility, but leem to be in great 
Fmjeur and Efieem with the whole Rookety. 

But the Cireumftonce which gave me the mxA Di- 
verfion was, That after the laft Couple had made their 
i^arters good, the firft Couple, I fhppofe, notwith- 
ibhding their having been quiet Speoaters of the 
whole Confli^ cxpoSed thdr FrottBign, and'tlmv- 
^re began to rebuild.^ For ought I know* the^r had' 
l^erhaps fome Encouragement to exped the Prote^i(m» 
or at leall the M*Ji*Hm of thefe two whom I may 
now call their next Neighbours j but in this they were 
certainly deceived i for I obferved that^ fo feon as an 
Attack was begun upon them, the n«xt Morning, they 
applied to the neighbouring Couple ; whereupon one -of 
that Coople, I fuppofe the Female^ came to the Neft 
they had begun to build, and by vmnioinr and chattrr- 
iftg along with them, pretended, as I imagine, to aflift 
them in defending it ; but this appeared to me to be . 
■nothing but Grimace 5 for neither of the two offered to 
Ihike a Stroke in their Behalf; and while the Female 
fat canxifig with them, her Mate mix'd among the 
Reft, and not only icemed to inftigaU them to attack, 
but even^wW*/ with them, and carried off feveral Sticks 
which he put in his own Neft. 

By this Means the Neft of this poor dafiardfy Couple 
«f i?wij was again utterly demolifhed, fmce which 
they have never attempted to rebuild ; but have gene- 
rally fat drooping upon the Tree, and fecm to me to 
be obliged to do many fertile Ogkis for their next 
Neighbours ; none of which they dare refufc, for lob- 
ferve they are often buffeted and hunted about by the 
Rooks upon the other Trees, and are never defended 
by their next Neighbours, but when they are doing 
iome feruile Office for tkitn. 

Tho' this Story may ieem a little extraordinary, and 
perhaps incredible, yet I can affure you. Sir, that as 
to the Fadls, fo far as they appeared to me, it is true 
in every Particular. Thofe who are curious in their 
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Obfervations upon Nature, may draw many Infe- 
rences from it : As for m^ own Part, I (hall draw 
only this one. That it Teems to be <x Maxim eMAlik' 
ed among the Rooks, TJIuit they loho cannot or dan nti 
defend their Pofeffions, or Prtfertiet, do not defirot A 
have any, 

I am, Sir, 

Your Friend and Reader, 

Edward East. 




Saturday, June 24, 1738. 

^0 (he Author ^Common Sense. 

SIR, 

S your Lucubrations are intended to cor- 
re6t the Conduit of your Countrymen, 
and to perfuadc them, if poiTible, to fol- 
low the Didatcs of Common Senfe, no- 
thing will be more neceilary than to 
have a conftant Eye upon their Publick 
Di<verfions ; that you may fet a Stigma upon fuch as 
are beneath the Dignity of Human Namre, or which 
fecm rather calculated xo /educe the Unwary, than re- 
create the Idle ; and that you may give a SanAion to 
thofe which unbend the Mind without corrupting it, 
and which ferve as an Amufement for the Prefent 
Time wi&out indangering the Happinefs of the Future, 
G 2 The 
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The Mind is at no Time (b apt to recdve ImpreA 
fions of any Sort as when it is fiftened by Diveriions ; 
—whatever is (kmp*d upon it at fuch Times leaves 
a deep Mark behind it. — 5ubiequent Refle^on ierves 
only to multiply the Images^ but not erafe them. 

The celebrated Mr. Lock was fo well appriied of this 
Truth, that, in his BJJay upon Education^ he recom- 
mends the making Learning a Diverpon^ znd playing 
Children into Knowledge. If this Scheme had been 
univerfally foUow'd lince his Time, I believe then 
would be fcarcely feen fo many Blockheads in the 
World at prefent, who, by xhtferims and laborious 
Method of teaching now in Vogue, have been terrified 
into Ignorance and Idleness. 

Pleafure is what we all fo fteadMly purfue, that 
there only needs Fafhion to give any Thing that 
Name ; and the Defire of Imitation will make it fol- 
lowed till the Force of Cuftom has rendered it agree- 
able. 

The firft Winter Farinelli adorn'd the Britijb Stage, 
there was not a Mercer's Wife, from Charing-Crofs to 
the Top of Ludgate-Hiiiy who did^ot run to the f/^y- 
Market with the Profits of the Day, in order to jaixjn 
over Mufick they had no Relilh for, and to liften to a 
Xianguage they did not Mnderftand: But the Defire of 
feeming to be diverted carried them there fo often, that,* 
without acquiring any real Liking for Operas^ feveral 
of them were uneafy if they did not J^jcnd at leail one 
Evening in the Week there. But, 'thanks to FaJhioH 
which firft introduced this ridiculous Diverfion, in 
Complaifance to a very few who were really delighted 
with Mufick, there is no longer Need of doing Pe^ 
nance there in order to be thought a SeSiaty of Plea- 
fure ; that exotick Taile is grown again out of Vogue, 
and a Lady may now confefe, that (he prefers a good 
Englijh Play to any Italian Opera without raifing the 
indiviai'ionoftbe iea-Table, 

The 
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The great Encouragement which has been given, 
for thefe two Winters pals'd, to the adting of Shake- 
J^eareh Plays, makes me hope Fafhion is at lad going 
to fide with Virtue, and if ever Publick Diverfioni arc 
made Auxiliaries to Common Senfe, Morality may 
once more have a Chance ofhcoan^^f^AtonabU ; and 
tho* from the natural Amiablene^ of Virtue, Faihion 
can never be able intirefy to bainlh her fix>m the 
World ; yet, if ever they two were to join Forces, 
Vice mi^ht very eafily be put out of Countenance. 

But it is the Fla^-Houfes alone which give us the leaft 
Glimpie of this pleafing Profpcft : I wilh there were 
no other Places were Faihion feems to have tidcen a 
quite contrary Turn, 

As we are all fo much the Creatures of Faftion as 
to count that alone Diverfion, which fhe has pleafed 
to licence as fuch i and as our Minds, being at thofe 
Times moft unguarded, are then lefs capable of refift- 
ing any Kind of Attadcs ; it well deferves the ferious 
Confidieration of every Great Man and Pretty Woman ^ 
who have it in their Power to fet the Fafhion, that 
they introduce fuch as may tend to advance, or at leafl 

* not di/countenance. Virtue. But if ever the one^ to 

• fatisfy'his Avarice or Ambition^ or the other y to gratify 
her Fanity or Inclinations^ (hall bring up Fafhions in- 
coniiftent with, and deftrudiive of Morality and Good 
Senfe, the Venom will be likely to fpead wide, and 
Time sdone (and that with DifiKulty] will be capable 
of eradicating fo fatal a Gangrene out of Society, 

But to fhew the great EffeS our Diverfions have upon 
our Lives, there will need no more than to give a fhort 
Hiflory cf Lucinda. Your Fair Readers will, I 
hope, from her learn of what infinite Coniequente it 
is to them to be cautious in the Choice of then- Amufi^ 
ments ; and I had rather inftrud them by Example 
than by Precept. 

LvciNDA had but juft entei^d into Jier fifteenth 

Year when her MoAer brought her up to* Lonthtty in 
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Hopes tbatapotite Education, joinM t;o a loveI]hPer* 
foq, mi^ht make Amends fi)r the Smallnefsof her F«r- 
tane, which did by no Means equal her Merit. The 
Ketirednefsof her Ldk^ for the two firft Years, whsch 
^re en4)lo7*d wholly in acquirin? the proper Ac- 
comDliHimcnts of her Sex, made her pafs without 
mucii Notice till the third Winter, when (he appeared 
jD^o^ein Publick; and foon became the Idol of the Men, 
as well as the Envy of the Women. A natural Liveli" 
neis of Fanqy, raccompanied with an a|;reeaUe Sim^t- 
ci^y.rendered her as much the Admiration of thofe wno 
omvexfed with her, as a gentile Make and £ne Com- 
plexion ^n*dher the Adoration of all who iaw her. 

tt was with the greateft Pleafure that her Mother 
l)eheld her thus out-itripping her fondeft Wifhes. She 
^atter*d herfelf now, that fhe had the Choice of the 
whole Town. Moderate O^rs were not to be liflencd 
io,'**-4 good Eilate without a Tide was not worthy of 
Acceptance. 

LucxuDA was to be ieen at every Publick Aflexn- 

Uy ; was it Court-night, 0ie was there ;— «was there 

AnOtoeta, ibe was there; nor was (he le^ con^ant to 
the JPa/dt than the Cifurcb^ and for xhtiameSeafon : 
*— Wherever fhe s^pear'd ihe attrafUd the Eyes oiftke 
CoiBpaay, and was the Subjed of every Conver&tioii. 
AUtke Gs^ Sparks were ambitious of her AcqoatQ- 
lance, and debious of proving themielves polite bjr 
Ikir Civilities to her. 

AgkODg the Jbf^mo^ was young F1.0R10, who was 
jMt iefi conftam ihan her Shadow ; and tko' his Ad- 
dxtfb» wcseat &ril only the EHed of Gallantgr, y<c 
he foon conceived a Pai^ which was veaL-^—As his 
Foctune sf^ very imall, he knew no Proposals from 
Jum wottU meet with Sioocefs^ fo determined to endea- 
yoar to giaiti^ hjs Inclinations atthe £»>ence of her 
Innocence.— ^A graceful Perfon, a fipr^tly Wit, a 
Tide, fnda Cockade, fitted himi>r the Attempt.-— 
Hc^iys flt^^ Attacks whea he pcFcdved her 
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Viitae ieaft^gcorded.-'— 7^ Dra^*n^R§9M was mod 
favourable to ius.Deiign: Fafhion naving made it a 
publick Diveriion, ihe never £iil*d htinz there, and 
as there was nothing to excite her Att^ndon, or keq[> 
lier Honour awake, in that Place, her Mind was then 
jnoft ittfceptibleof his Flattery. -^-He invited her ta 
,fn*iMUe Pariiu of Dancing, where he was Aire to be her 
Partner, then watch'd his Opportunity when her Indi-^ 
nations were fapplied by the Motion and the Mufick. 

He had not yet perfeded his Conqueft ; (he feem'd 

not to comprehend what he defired, yet appear'd 

delighted with his Company. A Mafyturadi was 

the only Publick Diveriion which (he had not been at ; 
one at leafl was alhwahle out of Curiofity ^ be£de, thei^e 
were two msirried hadUs would bear her Compi^y ; 
no -one ihoudd know her Drefs but pLOBJOy aiu|.M 
would ^«#ir</ ^^r frpra all Infults. / , 

lie knew when to uke Advantage. The Novelty of : 

the Entertainment, — the Gai$ty of the Place, the 

Dancmg^ the Mafque, — all equally confpircd to affill 

him. They were eauly feparateid from their Company 
for two Hoars, and Ftmis fmil*d to fee youngpLORio 
iiicoefsAil. But alafe f Sucoo^ is too often an Antidote 
to Love : He grew weary of his Prize when he liad 
perfe^led the Conqueft. Her Imfrudtnce and his Vanity^ 
iooa diicovered the Amour. She was obliged to retise 
irocn the World and from Shamc^ into a <£eap Coun- 
try, and thin Neighbourhood, to live upon die Inte- 
rdX of ilfteen htti^red Pounds. Thus was poor JLu- 
CI NO A ^ftUrfaiVdoat of her Innoceace^ aaa di*vatid 
into infamy and Contempt. 

I CKnnot conclude this Paper without taking fomc 
Notice of the Diverfion of the Year : — ^The Multitudes 
v/ho refort daily to Vaux-Hall make it neccflary to fay 
fomewhat upon that Entertamment. 

TJie Gardens are prettily difpofed, and when illu- 
mined n^ke a beautiful Scene ; — tlie Variety of Com- 
Jjtuy-dliltrently employed^-^thc Contrail between the 
G 4 inftru^ 
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inilrumental Mufick in the middle Grove, and the na- 
tural Harmony of the Woods, in the more retired 
Parts, render the Whole a very agreeable Amuie- 
ment. As I am in Hopes too the warbling of the 
Nightingales, and the Verdure of the Trees, may 
tend to reclaim to a Toleration of the Cotmtfyfuch ofth« 
Fair Sex as are at this Time preparing to leave this 
Metropolis, I am contented to let them go thither, 
but under the following Reflriftions, fviz. 

That their Parties always confift of an odd Number ^ 
>— there is fomething in the Garden which (o much re- 
icmbles the Defcription of a Mahometan Paradife,'—-^ 
' that perhaps, if they (hould be fufFered to go in Pairs^ 
they may be tempted to imitate all the Diverfions of 
fuch a Place. I muft alfo infift, that there be no more 
Sofcoking in the Middle of the Company, left the Stink 
. of the '1 obacco fhould drive fome of the Fair Gaefts 
into the more private Walks for a little frejb Air^ and 
Converfation may then perhaps grow unaccountably Ji^ 
■t ir.us, I could wilh Hkewife, that they who take Wa- 
ter at White-Hall vfOM\6, not Ta2i]^ too frequent Vijat 
there, at leaftnotin x!^tfame Party. 

As for the honeft Citizens who carry their Wives 
and Families there for an Evening's Entertainment, I 
wou'd by no Means ftint them in their Diverfions ; 
vfon Condition f that the good Lady promifes not to fell 
too much in Love with Mufick^ nor teaxe her Huiband 
next Winter to carry her to the Opera. 

Under thefe Reftraints I can admit it for a pajk 
tempo, and am glad Faihion has introduced one fo rea- 
Ibnable. 

A. Z. 
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Saturday, July i, 1738. 



Latdy read a Book, indded Travi/t iiw 
to die Inland Parts of Africa^ wherein 
die Audior» defcribing die Camelion» 
tells usy Tliat tKe Eyes are foplacedin 
its Head, tlutt with one Eye it fees all 
Things before, and with the other every 
Thing behind. 

It immediatdy ftruck me, that this little Animal is 
a true Emblem of what a Miniiler of State ought to 
be. Moft certainly, the Eyes of a Minifter (I mean 
the Eves of his Underilandi^ fhould be fo diipoied» 
as to give him a Light into 'mngs pa(sM, and Things 
to come : Thus, I my, they ought to be difpo&d ; but 
fuch is the Misfortune of fome Countries, that their 
Minifters Eyes are fixed in a Poiidon diredly contr^uy 
to thofe of the Camdion ; they are fo unaccountably 
placed, they can neither fee before nor behind ; they 
hare nothing but an indirect View ; in a Word, they 
are fo narrow-iighted they can ddcem nothing but 
their own private Interefl. 

Theie are a Kind of Statefmen whom we may pro* 
perly call Mo/es in Politicks, ever working in the Dark; 
nay, they hate all Light, and with good Reafon : It 
glares in their Eyes, and adds to their Blindnefs, 
while it difcovers to the Reft of the World the dirty 
Work in which they are conftandy engaged. 
' Thefe Moles are eafily known by their Manner of 
working; for they never attempt to prevent Mifchiefs 
before they happen, much lefs to cure them^ter: 
All they pretend to is, to botch Things up by fliort 
G 5 stnd 
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and temporary Expedients ; and therefore whenever 
a Nation is Ql^fcrved tooalfe Ufe of that wretched-^ 
l^fSky of putui^ off the Evil Day, you may be fure 
fte has the Kdisfeitaae of being g(nrem'd by Moles. 

Sir JVilUam Temple^ while he was Ambailador in 
Holland^ wrote to one of ^e Miaifters at Home to the 
following EfRa.— " Tliat he hoped they would 
^* negotiate in Aich a Manner as intirely to put an 
** ,^nd to all the A^rs which weie to come on the 
** tapis, to that the Nation mght never be troubled 
•* more with Difputes about them.'* 

*< If we only Jly at the G^me as it rifes (adds he) It 
^< wiH iiot do our Buiineis : Hunting ai^ Hawking 
'* may now and then fupply a Diih for the Table, 
^ but will never maintain the Famity : We moft 
'* treat, ther^ore, fo much in Earned as to convince 
•* all the World, that we intend to go to the Root of 
** theEvH, and that we will not be content with de» 
^ ferriag Inco9veniencies ; for if it ffaould be ftt^)ec« 
** \31A9 Vosx. we only live by the Day, and content 
*• ouifelvQ with patching Things up, jud as they 
''* break oat, it will draw new Troubles upon us, and 
*' there wifl be no End of our Difficulties. 

I am fenfible, that IVeputation in PuUick ASdrs k 
as much ddpifei as it is m Private ; but it is deTpifed 
1>y no^e but thoCe who have loft it : Yet it is theLan* 
guage of Numbe)^ among ^s, that. If we are defpifed^ 
what need we value it ? what are we the worfe for it f 
It is no Secret that we have a Number of Peribns 
How among us who are no more than mere Ripesi for 
fome corrupt Manager to (bund what Stops he pleafes 
upon ; or, to fpeak in the Words of our excellent rsat 
in his Chara/fter of one of them» " - they wt Pup* 
pets whe fqueak whiEitever the Prom^er di^atis. 

Mtuhim/efhys it down for a Maxim, That Ram ia 
Power ;— It is too well known to be contefted, that il 
creates Power where it is not, and preieives it whiit it 
is — ^A Fame for Bravery, ^ for Politicks^ii to a Kiqs- 

dom 
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ful without Vidtories, nay wtdnrnt dhm^:AitS«^diil^ 
i^, wkHeFaMe hilb, k wiU^otlief^o^^Misd to4raw^ 
•it:w^ fhnek p fl efei f fe fts<y(irnR%kto<9idiftoi!x^^ 
«idrtts«wmgtd^f^nietfaatlt is toOiiM t6 Aedd^ 

Fame may te ioft v^rfoos Ways : It May %e Idk 
wdthout Jftti^>or Wary a NaHdniliay Vitgo^tee i^^ftlf 
out of all Reputation. I could name ♦!l« T%k whdfc 
^^swd i^tofioMay ^ HMimfikjA ^afnetherStkte^ 
^' Theve 'was ibok a Giddihds atod faieenlboicy ith 
^' their Cooafds, tliepe wbs «o it^taring to ingagb 
^' wkhiiheai aaon any Tenas ; (ixt tiiey ^vcur iKKto^ 
^* iK d(^)ni4edaftDn diree Days. 

Pto-kaM irii^iaay be Extefai^ms fimn 1^^ 
Kofas: ANationisiay4)eitafakedakid'deij;nfeAa^^ 
3oing its FaHae. llie War wloch d^s OreM^ tvas ^ 
gaped ia, agaiaft France, waseaitiedohwhli fomucH? 
Spnitand Vijgour^ that kleft a Fame bdund k whidi 
JaAedfome Years, and eftatilifhediaall Kadonsakigli 
O^ioh of as ; yet kfeems tliofe ImpreffioRs are long; 
fmce worn out, and have given Way to^fatt imprcf- 
^Rs of a qai«e ooatraiyNa^re. 

I ooncttve we ^;vtere nbttitated wMi aHy^grM R^ 
£fi6dt^ when we ymetfr6€ttAy ivkli the Air of a Oom- 
•wmd, to qukthe lHands of 1^. Lttcia and S, Viffcent, 
nor was the itfiifing to pay the Honour ^oc to tht 
EngUfif Flag in oiie of our own Harbours (9iimoutf> 
S9und) move civil than ^e odieT. 

When the King of Partu^l ventured to ftop^ ©rat- 
reft one of our 8h^ of War in the River ^jw, k tloes 
not look as if he ftood in any gn»t Awe ef us upc^ 
Aoooaat of oar Reputation; and the contiaud De- 
predations committed by the Spaniards, fd/r a long, 
Cburfe of Years, would tempt one to think, thimble/ 
Jiad forgot whai Powcr.it wa$^frf«eh, WiAIn theMt- 

m9ty 
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mory of Man, made FroMce and Spain both ti:emble ; 
oratleafl, that they thought we were no more the 
fame People who ouned the fignal Vidories of Hocb- 
dadt^ Ramtlies and Oudenard. 

But allowing that theie Impr^ions of Contempt 
have not bem owing to any weak or pufilanimoos Con- 
duA on our Side, yet I am perfuaded it will require 
brave and vigorous Meafures to remove them ; and, 
till they are removed, we muft live under the Appre- 
henfions of continual Infults, and fhall be able to call 
nothing our owa 

If ever it ihould be our Misfortune to be ing^^ed in 
Quarrels with any of the Neighbouring Powers, I am 
<»bpinion, we fhall never brine ourfdves off by run- 
nmg about the World, and, like Beggars, knocking 
at the Gates of every Court in Eurepe, praying them to 
fave us ; — I believe there is fcarce any Inftance of one 
Nation faving another out of Charity. In Politicks, 
as well as other Affiurs, Charity begins at Home, and 
I fhould be apprehenfive that, indead of charitably 
afTiflingus, we might be treated like fturdy Beggars, 
and every one knows that is, not only to be tum'd 
away from the Door, but fometimes fent to the Hooie 
„of Corre^on. 

Thcjr (sly, that the wifeft and fafcft Art of Govern- 
ment, is the mofteafy, and that is to govern with the 
People. What I mean by governing with the People, 
is to take along with you their Humours and Indma- 

tions. Queen Eli%abith\ Miniiler?, before any new 

Meafure was taken, ufed to feel the Peofdes Pulfe upon 
M, by caufing a^leport to be fpread, that fuch a Tlun^ 
was in Agitation : If they found it well received, it 
was put in Execution ; if not, it wasdropt. It was by 
thefe honefland laudaU)le Wiles that fhe erew fo popu- 
lar while Ihe lived, and her Memory has been fo rever- 
ed ever fmce. 

T|iere is this particular good Fortune attending the 
{(ii^ure which is likelyto happen with Spaim, that all 

Men 
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Men think, it ablUutdy neoeffiuv ; die Merthtnt, the 
Sailer, the mon^'d and the landed Man, call loud for 
War ; every Soul is inthatSentiment, except the Coar- 
ser 2Uid the Soldier ; but when I fay Soldier, I ought 
to explain myfelf: I do not mean the brave Oflto» 
who owes what he has to Military Service. I mean 
the fcrvilc Tool, who, by a Barfaarifin in our Lan- 
guage, is ftird a Soldier, tho' he ow*d his Preferment 
to the heroick Service of wiping a Minifler's Shoes. 

If there are any fuch a» thefe, perhaps they may 

change Countenance when von fpeak or War; nay, 
which is more ridiculous, they may look wife. 

I am confident that all the World will approve the 
moft vigorous Meafures can poffibly be taken upon this 
Occafion ; and we defire no more than their Approba- 
tion, for we do not want their Help: Wehavelo great 
aSuperiority in Strength over Sfam, that it woofi be 
kafiimw?^ |o. aik Jor Succour, the very fubmiting to 
a Mediation is more than we ought perhaps in Pmicy 
tofubmi^to, in a Ci^ whei? we are abk to command. 

Ihinted bdbre, that Chdri^ begins at Home ; and 

therefore I fhould be apprehennve that thofe who weie^ 
to ad the Part of Meoiator^ might reward thoaifelves 
at our Expence. - » / . ^ 

Tho' I believe I have already obferved fomewhere, 
yet I cannot help repeating it again, that we poifefs all 
the Advantages one Nation can defire to have over 
another. We have not cmly Force, but we Imve Ju- 
ftice on our Side :— ^Patience wehave tried already, and,. 
tho* Philofophers tell us, that Patknce is a Vertue, 
it is a Vertue which will do in Philofophy only : It 
will not anfwer in Politicks. We have held out lon- 
ger already than the Siege of Troy ;■ ■ they wero 
fighting ten Years before they wrrendered, but we 
have been furrendering ten Years bef(»« we beg^to 
fight : For, i^diatever we may think, the ftefb of the 
World have thought, that Sfain hasbeoi ten Years^at 

open War with us akeady 

Let 
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«t Home, and let ^Sfmh mmet aM tar Swaaffk x^ 
QjiMt us A b p gad , tiKfQtti4» im vforib tfaini^ 
have been «Wng di^c mmy Ytms^ mad wiMtttey 
wiH oeftuidy «oiimk if ¥«4iou]d AiU ntoiam paT- 
five.— ^TIk ConfeqaMOM «r « Wiar Miy ta ditad- 
fill to Sfm, bat onimot be ib to m. 

As to iLBy iheonvtentecies it am bring^pob the 
NfttMH^ tbey «annm be ef any {jVMt M«MKiti vnt 

ma tbqr bft to«g: ■ » T bewe i^ HdlMiaie Kfea^ 

film can fxsifibly lie «nei«i iif>a^ <» MMgr^^Mvb ti^ 
Reafon, which can ifivwp amvy Inif li4M^ lif«9» 
asif weAodd fcatd a(h «biiAitle Fhci «i lie at the 
Ba/immtati nor oMilihe isepmaevf « War(wkkll 
BMlb bea ftnt we}MB0CMitt» inocii Mare ibawfbnt 
Qf«$/iri&M/£3^)eMoik SfrdMftehmWai-^iaiMdk 
airiiy W DeftraftioA «»di» Sfmim^ mM |(lDM|safa. 
tiveiy fjieririii^ be <b tis teaiy-Spwft ^uidiD i fifli li a n . 



Saturday, 7«^ 8, 1738. 



^H S I^iSike wbkh the ftaple ha^ 
|te^t»iieer^aM9nft<he Wrkia|;6 of 
ihofewho are Imed-en tbeMeimary 
^ ^MteyJncraafeAoreaodmoiei fbthav 
I novK, wbehever yau ieea Fsribn take up 
ane of thofe Fapcfts whsdi are given 
wmygrmis, he«oiaonercaAsh»£yesontiie Tide, 
bat he threws it dawn a^n with as aaoch BeieAatioa 
at if hethoac^ it ^vauld idaft his Fmgen. 

It isfart&sRaaibhthatMPe» whomofe Compti* 
an, And fa little JLaooaiagennm to aaiwrerany Thing 
diey advance^ that we hav^ aowiuul then, ahnoit 

come 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMMON SEKdR iStf 

fOfae te a RefeluiiQa to kt iMr IMl]! fi% 6«iiMr 
^m die as if ibcy lud iie«er fidfteiL 

But nowithftandw^ tinit Atiy urn neillier iwfC 
OocPaity, nor fcrvedie Otkot, that ther 9<^<^ ^ 
Natuieof tkofcifi&Mdlluie^wdiicfc^aB amAervipc 
uQTf^kf iUy ftai y on ^ aai no JBpea»ii ^c» iB r is 
wanijiig to inga^ Malice •••d J>«kic6 to coier die 
liiftB: Anyf)oor«gii#]«iit Diwtl, wlM^an 4i«tliold« 
PeainkiftHand^aiMlUot aSkett ofl^f^^isftMc^f 
«f(^PeBlMa<ait)MtMeofdieQp^aoai; tbew^r- 
^ftoiMii«ft^goo4 ocMr«>trauW6 tkmHmh 

sbottt tke Wk, the^tiie, ortiitSanfe. M e «rbp 

will Iwt adrnw FalAMcU^ ttid, wttii a ftdblmMn 
worthy of a Man incapable^ bluAiing* NMat ^bem, 
jtaJooirfaprfntWter tliey aielttMytiiiittotW, iildok- 
cdwpon, in4UlF«utta,fMJifiedtalenreiotlMlQui^ 

llie Legion of WritoB vAo Work in die GmmUm r 
4s con^pofeil of Men of ail Tradn and ?wMEm$i^ 
bcohen Atteiite, hrekw Oa»dAer% nay broken Fid- 
leffc I hive been toU of aae of tke latter, whq» att 
)iaK^ Capodgr iafidcnt fixr the^Ukft Frefefien In 
lihe Uniwft, took it into hk Head to torn Politick 
Writer; and, tbo* he has been now abore three YeaM 
juftifyin|; our moft cxccUei^ Mintfters, die Rccjaehaa 
Wlifo'idk, he hasnot yet leaned to ipell. 

OneofourConefpondeneB is of Opunob* dtttwe 
ought MOW and dun to draw thdfe Fec^ ^on thek 
(OWoirity, anddiat it would do tkt Gkufeof Ibrth fl& 
finaU Sernoe to jprodace what diey have tp ky againft 
ki attheiadieTinie, nohajps^ weflMghttfacvebyot^- 
ligeoipr Advcrianea, wdio m^ bt{^ to ix ^hat 
f£«t write, read in oorPtepen^fineekwUlMC he read 
ki their own. 

7>i do tkeni Jaftide, thev amk no kide Affl^ kioi^ 
ifert^ be taken KodoecTky die PiklML JIadber 
have too aMKhReafen to ke taibk of the BR}adi<fe 
die WoiUhis jAuift dnn, diey ondbamar to trkk 
*««rf . hiding, by ch«gJngU«rTidc^ 
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Publiiher : Bot it fiems thb will not do ; for, wbattver 
MaflL they pat oa» there is adoven Footappcanbf 
which they ate conftandy difcovered. 

- Ote of thefe Artifices was put in PiadUfe this Sum- 
mer, fixm afterthe breaking up of the Parliament; a 
Faper, under the following Title (after having been 
ibx>n|;ly advertifed) comes out— Jf Word in &fon, 
or, ^ Examination^ nubitbirit is, §r is tt^, 9»r Hap« 
neis, that tbifili Power tftnakhig Peace and War is in 
the KiviG i'-'^To *vuhicb an aaded^ ^Mr^ Though 
bumbfy offered to the Cmfideratim efthe PsthUck^relatit^ 
lip //^^ Depredation ^/jfir Spaniards, am/ /3^ Methods 
fropo/ed/orRtdxt^: In a LstWrfrom an'ExpoxtiOT of 
C6m to a Wcdl-India MtrchoKt. 

- Here is Tide enough however ; and one would be 
almoft tended to think, that Walpi^ham, of loqua* 
dous and nonfeniical Memory, was riien out of his 
<^rave to write more PoUtscks: But, whether the 
-Worknlan of this elaborate Piece was A^^MMnr, or Of- 
iomi or the .<^i&0r of the Half-penny Poft, orLofd 
Fanny ; or whedier it is the united Work of all their 
wife Heads put togetho*, it is as filly a Thing as we, 
who do not much eileem thofe Gendemen, would wifh 
to fee come out from that Quarter. 

' It begins bv telling us ** how very wife a Minifier 
** Lord Godofbin vfss, but that his Praifes are never 
'^ drawn out now, but with a View oi lefiening ano- 
^^ ther Great Man, who, with equal Integrity and 
>' Wiidom, has devoted himielf to the Service of his 
** Country, and has fupported the Good of the 
♦* Whole, prefiaable to diat of any Particular. 

Here our Author well ob&rves, that it mufl be a 
moft provoking Infidt upon a Great Man to hear ano- 
ther praiied, and therefi^re, I think, there ought to 
be a Bill brought into, the Houie, that no Pemn of 
Veitue, Honour or Integrity ihan be named, in any 
Writing whatsoever, daring the Namval Lik of thefc 

Authors 
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Authors very good Pitron, anlefi it be by Way of 
Abufe. 

After fuch a Dedaradott, I expected this Writer 
would have mentioned fome of the great Feit» which 
the Peribn whom he fo highly extols had done fbr his 
Country ; and I read on with fome Eagemefs, having 
long entertained a Defire of receiving fome Informa- 
tion upon that Head : But our Author thinks fit to fi- 
ni(h without mentioning a Syllable of the Matter. 
Yet, as he has in general intimated, that the Great 
Man has fupported the Good of the Whole, preferable 
to that of any Particular — —I may be allowed to un- 
derhand that he means, the Intereft of his Country 
rather than his own' particular Intereft ; and therefore 
I fhould be extremely glad that, in fome future Pkper, 
they would give the PuUick a true State of the Nati- 
on, with Refpedi to Trade, Debts, and Taxes : Alfo 
a dear Account of the Circumfbnces of this Gentle- 
inan*s own private Fortune at the Hme he firft came 
into Publick Bufinefs, and likewife acquaint us exad* 
]y with the State of both as they ffamd at prelent, in 
order to prove how he has advanced the Intereft of his 
Country, and negledied his own, and to filence the 
Clamours of Malecontents. 

He comes next to fpcak of the Sfamfi Af&ir, of 
which he (ays, ** Admit that the Depredations of the 
** Spaniards have been mere Depredations and Plunder, 
<^ is there no Reparation to be had but an immediate 
" Recourfe to Fire and Sword ? And fo ruining 
'* a great many more Families than have already 
« fuferedf 

I fuppofe our ingenious Author muf( mean Spanifi 
Families, fome of which wouki certainly fufier in Cafe 
of a War ; for as to Engli/b Families, I will beg Leave 
to affure him, that they will fuflfer no more than they 
mud fufier by forbearing HofUlities. 

** Are we (continues he) to be brought to plunge 
" ottrfelvcs i^te a War by the hot* R&ntmcms of a 

few 
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** km Party <^Men, not M«icb«iti ? Whicb cwM i^t 
'* t>e a jdll one, in the Sight of God or Man, Withcmt 
** fifft trying all the honourable Means bk bur ^«iwer 
*' to prevent it ? 

The D^edatimu of the Spmiardt have continiibd 
near twelve Years; aodj^ by this worthy Gentleman*^ 
Manner of talking, one would think, thftt no'honottf- 
able Means had been yet ea^oyed to obtain Kedreis 
in an amicable Way ; for ymckt ^ tkiiJc, the Mini- 
ilers are not much <>bliged to him. 

Our Author is one ofthofe Heroes who /eems to be 
as much terrify'd at the Apprehenfiom of a War, as if 
he had lately been prdbrrM to the ComBoand of a Re- 
^in^ent. For he tells us^ That War 'would p<veu 

Wotmdto Tradi, 1 am fure that Peace has given 

mbft de^xrate Wounds to Trade. But to go on. — ^ 

^That the Adtmnifiratkn numddbejufify the Cmiempt $f 
our Iiefghh9urs, as will as an EsetirmiUn of Home^ ifthi 
sUmoft Ejffof^s ^ue9'e wot made paeifieify fadjmft the fiA- 
Jiftw Diferemes.-^l am vtry gkd to lietr, fro^ (iich 
cxadUtit Authority, that die/ are not concet^ptible 
AbRMbd» becaiiA fonie Perfi>ns iA \kii Kii^om weie 
wicked enough to believe oth«rwife. ' 

But before we quit this Gentleman^ I think we ougit 
mmikthbsk Anne Comi^meiit upon the Ekgnace of 

Jus^tile* that Jdmimjfratm hei^ am EoHtratwa^ is 

fiae^SntfF, whether you conlider kin Point of ^o^, or 
^tffi/h. As, I fu]4x>ie« this will not be the kft Time 
this ingoiions Gentleaum will dedicate his Labours to 
iheftrvieedf the Minitev, 4et Um^ in hii next Ef- 
&y, give this Phrafe a new Turn, and it wiS Icrre 
^vw^wellag^. foftead ^kii ddmmifirmtom h aw 
Execifatemt let him iky, an ExeciaiBm ts An Adsini- 
^tio«,«ad it will do every fikat weU ^ dx there is 
/tt4h A peoiUiar Strength and Beauty si «ll the Writ- 
ings on that Side of uie Qtteftioii, thit, wlMther ymi 
jieadthem baok«Mitdi or MrwMidi, ihejrair^rqially 
«oo4» iMCk k B€4>iftto SuikmiStik:^Amd,ia 
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«very Gentleman may be allowed to make the moft of 
lus Writings, they may do by theirs as expert Botchers 
. do by old Cloaths ; when they are worn thread-baie 
on one Side, turn them, and they will look new on 
tb& other. 

After he has gone on a great While in this jperfua- 
fivc Manner, arguine for pacijick Meaiures, his Cou- 
rage is at length routed, and he threatens Defiance ta 
the Spaniard in the true Stile of a Mafter of the noUe 
Science of Defence ; for he fays,— ^" If, after all the 
*' Advances on our Parts, the haughty Spaninr^i 
** Ihould reifufe to bow, and wholly deny us that Re- 
** paration which Honour and Jufticc, the Law of 
•* Nature and the Law of Nations, demand at thqr 
** Hands, let them ftai^d clear. 

It is gdlancly exprefled, that's certain, and I have 
no Obje^on a|^inft it, but that it is Holen almofl 
Word for Word out of thelaft Challenge fromHockky 
im tht H(de^ which, perhaps, may be known by the 
Sfahijh Minifter here, and then it will not have the 
good Eftft which might otherwife be hoped from lb 
gallant a Declaration. — —-However/ let us come to 
what the Author fays ^rther. 

** And when thefe Daftard Souls (meaning the Sfa^ 
** niards who have be«a ^tting oS our Ears] fhaH 
** have rocifed the Srif^la&af tiny will tremble at 
" his Roar. 

This is biftvdy fpckeMun-; hiHi Aoald be appre* 
henfivr that, when die Lion is ro&kd, fome .great, 
overrgrown, fet, ujgly FclkMv may lay hoid <Jf his Tail, 
and pull him back at the Iniaiit he is going to lay 
his Paws nfonths&^antard; becaufet hav»feenfome* 
thing like it in a n^uie : Sefides, I "would have him 
do more than roar i he may roar with the R^ and 
Indignation of being hindet'd to revenge himfelton his 
Enemies, which may make the Spatuards laugh rathor 
than tremble. 

Our 
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Our Author, to make an End of the Enconuumo^ 
'. our MiniilerSy compares them to a Rock, which is not 
to be moved, either in a Storm, or in a Odm. — --• 
I am afraid this Comparifbn is a little unlucky r A 
Rock is a Thin^ which wants Senfe as well as Fmin^ 
which are very improper Qualities in a Minider. Mi- 
nifters fhould know the Diflreiles of their Country, 
and even feel them ; and I am apprehenfive that the 
Difaffedtcd may give this a malicious Turn, and fay ; 
that the Spaniard beb'evethem to be mere Rocks, or 
they would never have dared to a£t as they have 
done. 

There is a Deal of fulfome Flattery in diis ning^ 
which I have not quoted, becaufe I would not make 
my Readers iick, and which fhews you plainly for 
whoie Reading this ftupid )Traih was deuen*d ; but 
I have had my End already, in ihewing how thefe 
People plunge into Nonfenfe and Abfurdities, when- 
ever they pretend to anfwer One Side, or juftify the 
Other. 



Satvr- 
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Saturday, July 15, 1738. 

T(? the Author of Common Sense. 

SIR, 

F^cunda Culpa Seeuia Nuftuu 
Frimum inquina'Virty et Genus it Domos. 

Hoe Fonte derivata Cladesy 
ht Fatriam Fofnkm^ Jiuxit. Ho R • 

I V E R Y Injury to an Individual, is an 
O^nce a^inft Society ; as wdl be- 
caufe Individuals are Members of So- 
ciety, as becaufe Evil fpreads by Ex- 
ample and Imitation. Crimes there- 
fore become greater in Proportion to tlie 
pernicious Efie£ls produced by them, to the Propen- 
iity which others have towards them ; and to the Stt- 
perior Influence which accompanies the A6Uons of 
thofe by whom they are perpetrated.— Where dl 
thefe Circu^nfiances concur in one Adtion, it is, and 
ihould be deemed theNE plus ulTra of Human 
Malice, or Corruption. 

As Love and A^dion are the great Natural Bands 
in which all the Links of Social Being are iaflened and 
fecured, InlUtutions, which improve, ftrengthen and 
regulate them, are the moil ufeful and necefiary ; and 
of thefe. Ma r r i a g e is the firft and the moft efien- 
tial. It not only regards the Support, Profpdity and 
Peace of thofe who now exifl, but the very Being and 
Continuance of our Species in a future Race % and this 
in fo evident and abfolut^ a Degree (^ Neceflity, that 

it 
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teuim intHc^eatflifft Ag^of the Worlds hasarerfiboe 
been ummr&llirdbferfwly even by the moft mcfeaai 
uninformed Nations. 

Breaches ef this Tye are not oidfba^, ftomth^ 
many Evils they prodace, but from the Crimes they 
neceuarily fuppoie antecedent to them : Fraud, Dif- 
£mulatioB and Peijury, arrthe Inftnunents of Adu l* 
TERY, as, indeed, they arc of almoft every Species of 
Iniquitv ; and fuch Inibruments are not thrown away 
when tn^ have ferved one bad Purpo(e,but are laid by 
in order to be emptoypd^ on any other^ with an additi- 
onal Eai^and Diaeterity, acquired by the Prafidceand 
Exerdfe of them.— ^Such are the Evils infeperable 
fromMiUify, and'fuch tlmy wefe jud^edto be by the 
wM and liieft regulated States, in wmch the fevereft 
P^fhments were provided for it, and more particu- 
larly in that Sele^ State wherein God himlelf was 
the chief Ruler and Legiflator. 

The criminal Excefles, reflrained by Marriage, fbw 
from the ibonfireft and moft univerfal of Natunu Appe^ 
tites ; and nothing fo effectually weakens this Sacnd 
Barrier^ as aglarmgly open and avowed Contempt of 
it from thofe whofe Opimons the Populace regard with 
Reverence, and whofe Anions, thro* Vanity, they arc 
fimd to imitate. 

The Indulgence, therefore, of a LawlefsP^ffion for 
the Wife of another, in one of thofe who are in that 
lugh Rank to leady or command the Fafhion, declared 
and pra£Ufed before the lowefl of the Multitude, is at- 
tended with every Circumftance which fills up the 
Meafiire of Iniquity : — ^When there are no Struggles 
of Reafon or Coi^icience againil vicious Inclinations, 
but a certain Infenfibility ofGuilt is joined to the open 
ftaAifc of Evil, the hardened Profligate, forfaking 
every fpeciousiExcuie for unlawfiil PTfeafures, aflbts 
the Innocency thereof, and expofes his own Infamy 
%Applauieand Imitation. 

This 
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This fhmn^d^Triamt)h of V}c6 was juUfy acconpt^ 
alt^ wilder Eifanmty praaSfid by the weakeft Sind 
worftofryrantt; His fitVoorittMituonswet^ the chief 
A^niait; Armies were drawn out ii) Battle Ar- 
raf, andtbeJ^MvauBsopldmade^Je^^onoftheFa- 
g^nt. — ^There Vice was.fctn to rei^, and Wealthy 
Tkks ^d Digudes wei« the Ktwaids of its vileAIo* 
ftramenift, efTfmps^ P^ders and Parafltes. 

Happy smM the Wotld be, if all the Rulers of 
Nadons were- &ee fh)m the fhamefhl Failings an4 In* 
firmities which render other Men, unfit fdr^y Trull 
or Station : But thd* the Plvitiity of Monarchs is not 
quite fo-pure from Human Alloy, a$ tamake this the 
Gafe of all who hold the Reins of Empire, yet it might 
be hopedi from common Humaidty, that they fliould 
not incourage the Growth of thofc Crimes for which, 
they afterwards punifh the unhappy Criminals. If 
Princes mufl triumph in Ihiq\iity, if thwe muft be 
Witnei&s of their Gu{lt, letthembe fuchas are near* 
eft and'likeft unto themfelves; for frtmi fuch, Applaufe 
may be more iurely expected, and to fuch. Example 
is leaft prejudicial: Whatever fuoplimental Ties, when 
Religion and Morality are fhalcen off, may confine 
the Great within the Bounds of Sodal Duty : How- 
ever Vices may he^ in them,, united with their contra- 
ry Vertues, and exiH quite feparate frt>m any other 
Crimes of the fame Species ; tho*, forExampJe^ the 
Fakhood and Siapplenefs of a Courtier may be ren- 
dered perfedtly confident with the Juftice and Spirit 
of a Judge and a Senator, yet it is certain, that the 
like happy EflfeAs are not to be oblbred in thofc 
of a lower Rank and Station. The Shop-keeper, 
who prdfenes the Sabbath-Day, will affuredly cheat 
on every other Day j and the fame Treachery and De- 
ceit j with which the Apprentice deprives his Maftei's- 
Daughter of her Chaftity, will be employed to pilfer 
the Goods which are intruded to his Charge. In 
thefe Men one Crime begets another, and every Af- 

fault 
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&ult on any Principle of Vertue flrikes at the Foonda* 
tion, and looiens the whole moral Fabrick. Such is 
the ConneCUon of Crimes in thofe of a low Degree, 
and fuch is the inevitable Train of Ruin kid for 
the Bulk of Mankind, by the bare£u:ed Vices of 
the Great and the Miehty. 

I was led into the foregoing Refledtions by a Para- 
graph, in a Letter, which I lately received fro^i France^ 
wherein my Correiipondent informs me, that his Mofl 
Ch n M — y, upon a late publick Occafion, (hew- 
ed fome mofl particular Dinindlions to his MiP— fs, 

the Marchione^ de M * * y . The M ^& Example 

was followed by his Chief Officers, and the Favourite 
Lady was treated with Military Honours, equal to 
thofe which the Roman Legions, under certain of their 
Emperors, beftowed on the Mater Caftrorum^ while 
the poor Queen, who was alfo prefent, feemed to be 
intirely forgotten and negledled. 

This Paragraph awakened in me another llefledion, 
which proves, that we are not fo much more happy 
than other Nations, from the excellent Conflitution of 
our Government, as from the many Vertues of the un- 

paraldledP ewhor s over us. Who, without 

Surprile and Admiration, can compare this extraordi- 
nary Occurrence with that tender Regard which our 
mighty Sovereign expreffed for his Royal C— t 
while living, and with that unfpeakable £xce(s of 
Grief and Anguifh into which her Death tranfported 
him? 

From hence we may iafely conclude, that, while 
our neareft, and moft formidable Neighbour grows 
weak and degenerate thro* Corruption, the Cafe is far 
different among us, where the Sandion of Royal £x- 
2^™plc> joined to the prefent prevailing Reverence for 
Law, Religion and Juflice, will foon intirely banifh 
Incontinence and Luxury, and place in their Room 
diofe Vertues without which no People deferve Liber- 
ty, or etcr long injoyed i^ 

Satur- 
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Saturday, July 22, 1738. 




To the Author of Common ?^^mz. 

SIR, 

Have always been fo dillniMiI of my 
ocwn Judgment, and have had fuch a 
geat Opinion of the Judgment and 
Honefty of my Relathns, that I have 
been feverat Times, in Matters of n« 
fmall Confequence, perfoaded by them 
to aa contrary to my own Reafon and Inclinations ; 
and, i»rticalarly at their Inflance, have broke off 
divers Matches which were not any Way difagrceablc 

They had reja^cfented your Sex in io unfavouraWc a 
Light, «at, to mc, itfeemed almoft impoffible for 
a l^rriidJNimm to be happy : Nay, fome of them 
made no Scruple to refleft, in a very grofs Manner 

Sevca upon their o^ H^ands, and to wifli themfelvei 
Zie awm a thoufand Times over, the more effeau- ^ 
y to difcourage me. In aU this I thought them>€r. 
cere, and was thereupon almoft dcttrmincd to live as I 
was, and to die an Old Maid. 

But, fw feveral Years pafs'd, having watched them 

a little more narrowly, feen them in theh- unguanied 

Moments, and focmd them aiming not fo mxkth at my 

Vol. II. H Ha^- 
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Happinefs as my Fortune^ I have fomcwhat altered my 
Intention. 

It is no Way neceflary to thePurpofe of this Letter 
•to enter into Particulars ; otherwife I could give you 
mam Inftances of the mean low Artifices they have 
ufedf, from Time to Time, to fave themfehes by throw- 
ing little Expences upon me ; which, to avoid Dif- 
putes, I took no l^otice of ; and becaufe I did not/peak 
xtf them, they concluded that I did not fee them. 
From hence they took Incouragement to go forward 
into grofe Impofitions, whkh the ilrongeft Partiality 
in their Tavour can by no Means excufe, and which 
nothing but the mod fordid, uns;enerous and merce- 
nary 'mnperxould have perfuaocd then\'to pradlife 
upon me. 

JBat at that Timt they thought themfelves furc of 
me, becauie they were fenfiblethat I had not incou- 
raged the Addrdfes of any Suitor for fome Time : In- 
deed no one offered who I had any Reafon to think 
yroold make me much happier than I am atprefent; 
^U, about three Months a^o, a Gendeman, in the 
Neighbourhood, of unblemi(h*d Chara6ler, and one of 
v^hom not only I myielf had a good Opinion, but for 
ytrhom all my Relations have always profeffed a very 
extraordinary Value, made me his Addrefles. 

You cannot conceive what Afloniihment and Difor- 
der this Incident threw them into, and what infinite 
Pains they have taken to tamifh the fair Charader 
y^hich they had hitherto given him. A thouiand little 
Arts were made ufe of to fet me againft hini ; but 
what they moftinfifled upon was, that, if I married 
one who was To much my Inferior, both in Famify and 
Fortune, I fhould never be looked upon by any Perfon of 
Faftiion while I liv'd : All my Friends and Acquain- 
tance would defert me ; and the like. I could not, for 
my Life, conceive how this could be, becauie ray Lo- 
ver has all along vifited^nd hcen n;ijited by all the befl 

Families 
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Families in the Neighbourhood ; and why they fhould 
drop his Acquaintance hecaufe he had married /« Jd- 
vantagCy is a Difficulty which neither I can get vwer^ 
nor my Relations make out. 

In Point of Family , we have nothing to boaft of on 
either Side : For as to our Family (which my Rela- 
tions fo much value themfelves upon) it hai not been 
diflingui{h*d from the Common Herd of Mankind 
above ^^ orjixty Years at the utmoft ; and the Perfon 
who has of&red his Service to me, tho^ he cannot, 
perhaps, produce a long Lifl of illuftrious Ancefiors^ 
yet is Himfe^ mo^ certamly a Gentleman ^ both by his 
Education y his Profeffion^ and his Behatnour ; and, if I 
marry him, will perhaps be the only Gentleman in the 
whole Family. 

As to his Fortune, it is indeed fomething Inferior 
to mine ; and here lies all the Inequality between us : 
Tho* I ought to acquaint you, that he has a competent 
Subiiftence, fufficient to maintain iiim, in ajhtgle Ca- 
pacity, in as creditable ard gentile a Manner as my 
Fortune and his put together will be able to maintain 
lis in a married one^ and eipecially if we fhould have 
Children, which is a Suppofition not at all impoffible. 

But what fticks mofl with thefe Coujinj of mine (for 
you mufl know I have no nearer Relations than Cou- 
fins) is my havine all along declared, that my Perfon 
and Fortune fhould go tt^ether, and that he who had 
one fhould have both And this is my fix'd Re- 

fblution. 

But this they tell me is againil the La<ws of God, 
the Lafws of Man^ and the Laws of Common Senfe, 
Now,, in order tofatisfy them, I h^ve taken the Opi- 
nion of a very confiderable Laivj^er, and a very emi- 
nent Di*vine, who both of them agree. That I have a 
moft in^fiutable Right to do ivhatl^llnuitbvtyo'wn ; 
and, as far as I can judge. Common Senfe tells me the 
vtiy fame : But left I fhould be a little too partial in 
H 2 Favour 
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Favour of my own Sentiments, I have taken tiie Liber- 
ty to a(k jwrV, whicb^ 1 dare iay, you will ingcnu- 
oitdy giv(B me. 

I would not willingly offend, either againft ReJi- 
gtofi, or againft the Laiv, or againft Csmpton Senfe, As 
to the tftA)9 fhrmtTj I am perfe£% Satisfied ; and as to 
the Utfty tho* I have no Marnier of Doubt upoo me, 
yet, being a little fcrupulous in my Temper, I iiave 
ventured to ^veyou thisTnmble, that I might be 
clear in tbehn ^11, 

But before I receive your Judgment, it may not be 
amifs to acquaint you, that, there is not one Perfbn 
among all my Relations (£ mean fuch as objed againft 
the Match) who either iil^rv/'/, or ivaitts my Fortune. 
They are ail of them poffefled already of twke as much 
as they can find in their Hearts either to enjoj^ them- 
/elves or give in Chatity to thofe whoy?iivi/^ Need\ 
j«d they have, every one of them, h'kewife uied mc 
£Xiremely ilL My Fovr Rehttiont are all of themy^r 
the Match, and for it too upon m onm Terms ; for 
which Reaibn I propofe to reward their diiinterafted 
Generofity ; and my Lover, who has a Soul much 
larger than his Fortune, defires I will do it in a hand> 
fbme Manner, and^asitim^ not be m ^/j Power to 
reverfe it. 

Perhaps, you will be fo kind as to cxcafeme, if I 
lay before you two or three more of thofo keafim* 
which induced me to^ve my Fortune to my HuAand. 

Jn the firft Place, if I give my Fortune to thofc Re- 
lations who cxpeft it, 1 Ihall only add to their Pof- 
fejpmsy but not at all to their Injcymenty becanfo^ as 1 
cibferved joft now, they are already poffeffkd of more 
than they enjty. 

In the next, it is agreed on all Hands, that, if the 
Gentleman, whohasoflb'ed me his Service, had it in 
his Power to make me a SettUmint for Life douhh to 
the yearly Income of my Fortane, he might eommamd 

my 
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my Fortune upon the Foot of a Smithfield Bargain. 
And why ihould he not have it, tho* he cannot make 
fucha Settlement ? His Value and RefpedforMf, and 
mine for bim, may be as great as if he could f And why 
ihould not I exprels my value and RefpeA for him in 
t\ic fame Manners if he could? It is his Misfortune 
not to have an Eilate anfwerable to mine, but not his 
Fault ; and (hall I take the Advantage of his Misfor- 
tune, and deny him what he has, perhaps, as good a 
Title to as if he had a fuitaWe Eftatfci I can never do 
it : Want oi Fortune ^ in my Opinion, do<;s not imply 
Want of Merit', nor are People always deferring m 
Proportion as they are ^joealthy, but often vejy much 
©therwife. 

My neareft Relations, indeed, tell me. That Kear- 
nefs of Relation gives the bell Title, and not Merit r 
Bat if it docs, iurely my Uufbavd will have a better 
Title than any one elfe ; for he will certainly be my 
neareft Relation ; unlefs they will fay, that a Qoufnvu^^ 
nearer Relation than a Hujband. 

Befides, I am taught to think, and am verily per- 
fuaded/tluu It is true, Aat, after Marriage, my Huf* 
band and I fhall, in ibme Senfe, make but om Perfin^ 
and that he will be a Part^ and perhaps the better 
Part^ of myfelf ; and if (b, I think I o^Aitno more ta 
give my Fortune from him^ than I woukL give it from 
n^elf. And indeed, if I love him as luell as I do 
myfelf, which at leaft I ought to do, I cannot give it 
from him. 

Thefe are fome of the Reafons upon which I am re- 
folved, if I marry, to give rty Fortune to my Huf- 
band. Whether thefe Reafons, and that Refoludon 
eroundedupon them, are agreeable to Common Senfe, 
It is your Province to determine, and your Judgment 
fliall determine me. . 

The Length of this Letter may be Owing, perhaps, 

to that incurable Loquacity which is eflentiai to ^l 

H 3 Maids 
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Maids above Thirty, and therefore I hope you wfll 
accufe it. 

/ am^ *wiib the utmofi Deference and Regard, 

Sir, your confiant Admirer, 

Andmoft humble Servant, 

ImG EN U A. 

ANSWER, 

My Fair Cotrefpondent, in this Reprcfentation of 
her Cafe, has fuggeftedyo manyy and thofe fuch unde- 
niahie Reafons, for bellowing her Fortune upon her 
Hufband, that fhe has left me nothing at all to do, 
but to wifh her as good a Hufband as fhe deferves ; 
and to acquaint the Gentleman, that I need not wilh 
him Joy of a orudent, fenfible, and affediionatc Wife, 
becaufe he will certainly have one, if he efpoufcs this 
difceming Lady. 



Saturday, Augufi 5, 1738'. 



Turpe Senilis Amor. Ovid. 

H O* I am an old Fellow, yet I am ne- 
ver fo wdl pleafed as when I find my- 
felf in the Company of an agreeable Wo- 
man. To confefs the Truth, I am of 
a very amorous Conflitution, and, at 
this IniUnt, I am, /(? the heft of my Know- 
ledge and Belief, mofl defperately in Lx)ve. Where- 
fore, I cannot but condemn the Latin Peer, whom 

other- 
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otherwife I admire as a great and happy Genius, for 
his injurious Reikdions on old Age, and for branding 
a Grey-Headcd Lover with that coarfc and indecent 
Epithet^ which you read at the Head of my Paper, 
I am of Opinion poor Ovid recanted this Do6lrine 
when he grew old himfelf, and that he had his 
Amours at Tomos as well as at Pome : And who couJd 
blame him, if thus he endeavoured to render the Place 
of his Exile more tolerable ? But, howfoever anfiUhi- 
onable it might have been among the Romans for an 
Old Man to profefs himfelf a Lover, it is certain, that, 
in our Age, a more juft and elegant Way of thinking 
has prevailed in all polite Nations. 

When I was in France j there was (carce an Old* 
Gentleman in that Kingdom without a Miftrefs, nor a. 
Married Woman, whohad not her Comfere as well as^ 
htr-Galant: The firil was in Love with, her, and flic 
was in Love with the other. One wa» for her Conve- 
nience, the other for Ufe : For, in all Parties of Plea- 
fure, the Comfere was at the whole Expence of the En- 
tertainment ; and beiides was daily prefenting his Mi^ 
llrefe with Toys and Jewels^ ever ready to pay hec 
Play-Debts, and fumiih Money for all her Occaiions. 
This laudable Cuilom has fomeTime fince been in- 
troducedinto England, and it is to be hoped, ina'few 
Years more, it will be univerlally obferved by all Peiw 
fons of Figure and Diftindion . For what can be more 
commodious for the Fair Sex ? Or what Sort of Lover 
can be fo deArable as an Old One, who makes no 
Terms for himfelf, but, at firil Sight, fubfcribw to a 
Carte Blanchey and refigns his Liberty and Property, 
his Body and Spirit, into the Hands of his Miftrefs ? I 
think it has been agreed by the Poets and Philofophers 
of all Ages, who have (ludied the Nature and Man« 
ners-of Women, that their predominant Paflion is the 
Love of Power. And this can never be fo effedually 
attained as by captivating the Heart of fome Old Mo- 
narch, his Lieutenant, Prime Minifter, or Vizii*- 

H 4 As 
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As often as this happens (and this happens almoft as 
•ftea as a Sovereign Prince attains to his Grand CU- 
aaftcric) we may expeftto fee a more furprifing Me- 
tamorphofis than any of thofe which 0*vfd has rc- 
4x>rdcd. Are we not aflurcd, that the wifeft Man^ arxd 
one of the greateft Kings the World ever faw, was 
f uch a Slave to Beauty, in his old Age, that he de- 
'iertcd his God to pleaie his Miftrefs ? And Mark An- 
dm/rpy when he was an old Soldier, loll all his Conrage 
and his Honour, and loft the World too, bccaufe he 
would not deprive himlclf c^ ClettpatrtCs Company for 
a few Days. I often pleafe myfelfwith reading M^ 
tie la Motraye^ Anecdotes, a Book which has been 
cf great Ufe to me in my Political Dijfertations, and 
from which I have tranicribed the following Story. 

A King of P^^id, who was in the 63d Year of his 
-Age, grew fo dotingly fond of one of his Concubines, 
a fair CircaJJtaM named Roxanay that he obliged him- 
felf, by a ^lemn Oath, never to refufis her any Thing 
ftA fhould requeftof him. The Lady made her a£ 
vantage of tms Monarches Wcaknefs, and every Day, 
•by fome new and extravasant Demaxid, took Occa^n 
to gratify her Ambition, her Avarice, or her Revenge. 
During the Career of her Power, a certain Enrepeam 
Merclunt, who had fold her fome jewels, in order t^ 
-tngage her Intereft and Protedion at Court, made her 
a Prefent of a beautiful little Dog, which had been 
taught to dance, and play 2 tbou^nd antick Tricks. 
Jn a ihort Time, Roxaua became as f<Hid of her Dog^ 
as the King was of her : Only (he lamented, that the 
little Creature wasnotindowed with Speech, and could 
not therefore make a proper Rej^y to thofe indcaring 
fixpreflions (lie ufed, as often as (he caref&d him. 
One of her Eunuchs, then prefent, told her, (he need 
not grieve on this Account ; for he knew a Philofo- 
pher, named Hali^ then living in the Suburbs of Iffa^ 
han^ who could teach her Dog to fpeak the Perjian 
Language as articulately as he fpoke it-himfelf; That 

he 
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he had learned this Art from a Grecian Sage, who had 
not only given Speech to Dogs, and other Animals of 
his Country, but had rendered them as learned and 
knowing as thofe great Men among the Ancients who 
had been bred in the Schools of Athens. Halt was im- 
mediately fent for, made acquainted with his Bufmefs, 
and required to attend the next Morning to give the 
Dog his firft Leflbn. It was in vain for the poor Man 
to remonflrate againft the Poflibility of fucn an Un- 
dertaking. He was anfwercd, it was the King's Com- 
mand, and muft not bedifputcd : That if he perform- 
ed what was injoincd him, in the Space of thirty Days, 
he fhould be amply rewarded : If he failed, he fhould 
lofe his Head. 

Haliy we may imagine, confidered the King's Com- 
mand as the Artifice of his Enemies, and as a Trap 
which they had laid for his Life. He communicated ' 
his Diftrefs to his eldeft Son, a Youth of Nineteen, 
who had a ready Wit and excellent Parts, which had 
been well cultivated and improved by his wife Father's 
InftruAions. He had befides a moft ingaging Manner 
of Addrels, a great Sweetnefs of Temper, and a beau- 
tiful Perfon. Mirxa (for that was the Young Man's 
Name) burft into Tears, when he heard the King's 
Orders : But, immediately recovering him (elf, he told 
his Father, he had thought of a certain Method to di- 
vert the Danger which direatened their Family. 

For this Purpofe, he defired Halt to prefent him the 
next Morning to the chief Eunuch, as his Daughter,, 
and as a Perfon weH inftrufled in her Father's Art, 
and who would ingage, at the Hazard of her own Life, 
as well as his, to execute the King's Injunftion, and 
thereby merit his Grace and Favour. Halt look'd. 
upon his Soft with Amazement, and perfuading him- 
felf, that he fpoke by the Infpiration of the Propliet, 
who had taken their Houfe under his Prote<flioii, he 
made no Difficulty <^ complying >viih young Mirza'i 
Requeft. 

H 5 • Accor- 
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Accordingly, next Momine, Mirza, difguiicd in a 
Virgin's Habit, was condu£led to the Chief Eunuch, 
and by him led into Roxanah Apartment -, where he 
perform'd hi3 Part fo well, that, before the Month 
^expired, it was reported all over the Seraglio, that the 
Philolbpher's Daughter had taught the little Dog not 
only to fpeak, but to fpeak like a Wife Man, and an- 
fwcr pertinendy to every Queflion. The King would 
needs be affurcd of the Truth of this Prodigy. He 
made a Vifit to his Favourite. She confirmed the Re- 
port ; and the Dog, being prefented to him, was 
commanded to give a Proof of his extraordinary Ta- 
lents by aniwering refpedtfully whatever the King 
fliould be pleafed to afk him. 

The Monarch feated himfelf on a Sofa^ and taking 
the Dog in his Arms gendy ftroked his Head» (and* 
he ftroked itf andjhe ftroked it^ and Jhe ftroked ity and be 
ftroked it) and then he propofed this Queflion ; /ay^ 
thou pretty Animal y nuho am IF After a fhort Silence, 
Roxana intreated the King to tell her, if he was not 
highly delighted with the Anfwer which the little 
Beaft had made him ? And whether he could ever 
have believed the Thing, if he had not heard it ? The 
King protefted, he had not heard a Word. At which 
Roxana feemed much concerned, and looking earneil- 
ly in the King's Face, demanded again, if his Majefty 
had not heard the Dog anfwer him in the Words fol- 
lowing? Tou are the Son of the Sun^ the Lieutenant of 
the Prophets, and the King of-Kinis ; you are dreaded ly 
your Enemies y adored by your Suljeds, and pajjionately 
helmed by my Fair Miftrefs, 

The King of Perfta rofe up amazed and confound- 
ed : But flifl infixing, he did not hear the Dog fpeak. 
Roxana lifted up her Hands^ and thus addrefled herfelf 

tQ 

*.I have tranflated this Tarenthsps Word for Word. It Items 
to have fome allegorical Senfe which I <lo not comptchend. The 
Gentlemen who are leaned in the DoArinc of Innuendos mf^^^ 
frdi4bl/, difcotcr the Authur^f Meanrag. 
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to Mahomet y Thou Mejfenger of God, frnteSi and defend 
the King. Increafe, his Honour^ lengthen his Life^ pr^- 
ferve his Underftanding, and open his Ears ? And, O 
ne<ver, — ne<ver let him feel the Infirmities of old Age* > 
Then, the Dog being ordered to fpeak a little louder, 
ihc beggjd the King; to make a fecond Tiial, which 
he didwith great Succefs. For he now declared, he 
heard the little Creature diftindUy utter every Word^ 
juft as Roxana had before repeated. 

This occafion'd an univerfal Joy in the Seraglio,- 
Nothing was talk'd of for fome bays, but the Speak- 
ing Dog, His Anfwer to the King was writtejx in 
Letters of Gold, and preferved in the Archives of the 
Envpire. The pretended Daughter of Halt was dif- 
mifled with a noble Reward : And her Father was 
foon afterwards promoted to one of the beft Govern- 
ments in Pcffia. 

The Author of this Tale concludes it with the fol- 
lowing Refledion. Old Age very feWom proves a- 
Bkfiing to Great Men, efpecially to thole wno have 
any SharQ in the Government of the World. The. 
Perfian Monarch, who ruled fo many Nations, and 
ellcemed himfelf a Favourite of the Gods, and the Firft' 
Man in the Univerfe, was not permitted the Ufe of 
his Eyes or his EarS. He was the Dupe of his Slave, 
and the Jell of his whole Court : But no one durft tdf 
him fo ; and he died' without knowing it. 



bATUR^ 
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Saturday, Auguft 12, 1738^ 



llU'Vttm miles fenfim et faptenter amahit : Multafu0 
tironi non patienda feret. 

Was a little too hafty in conderaning 

Ovid for that Expreflion which I chole 

for the Motto of my lafl Paper. I have 

fmcebeen afTured, by a learned Critick, 

that, inllead of Turpe Senilis Amor^ we 

fhould read Duke Senilis Amor^ The 

fweetejming^ or the phafantefi Sight in the World, is 

an Old Man in Love. This Readmg may certainly be 

juftified by many fimiliar Paflages, which we meet with 

in the (ame Author ; and efpecially as it is agreeable 

to the Advice he gives the Roman Ladies, in his 

Third Book De Arte Amandi, where he recommends 

to their Choice an Old Lover preferably to all others ; 

Forfuch a we^ fays he, oui// love discreetly andcmftant" 

iy, nvill bear every Things and find Fault ivith nothing. 

I am much pleafed, that the Sentiments of this great 
Mailer in the Art of Love are conformable to my 
own, and that 1 can defend my prefent Subjedl by his 
Inftru6lions. I have, indeed, very feldom publiihed 
any Opinions, but what arc obvious to the Common 
Senfe of Mankind ; and I have endeavoured to exprefs 
my felf clearly, that 1 might not be mifunderftood by 
any of my Readers, who underftand plain EvgUJh, and 
plain Truth. But, notwithftanding all my Care, I 
have fometimes been difappointed : And I perceive the 
Moral ofmyPerfian Tale has been miftaken by moft of 
the Coun-Ladies, for whofe Ufe I chiefly deigned it. 

They 
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Tliey imagine, I woaM infintiate, by Aat Story, 
that no Old Lover is worth the Acceptance of a fin^ 
Woman, unlefs he be a Royal Sovereign. This was 
hr from my Thoughts : For where is fach a one to be 
found ? True, there is one Old Gentleman at Rome^ 
and another at Luneville. . But the firft is not to be ap- 
proached without the Cbnfent of all his Relations ; 
and altho' the other is a very generous and good' 
naturM Prince, and perhaps may lilce a pretty Woman 
well, yet he is not quite (o great a Monarch, nor con- 
requently in fo good a Condition to fupport his Mi- 
krcfsy as fome of our Indian Governors. For my l4rt, 
I would have our Brttl/h Ladies look no fother than 
their o\\ai Country, aid be contented and humble 
enougfr to throw out their Lure beneath a Throne. 
We have old Lords, artd old Bifliops, old Generals 
and old judc;es, old Knights, CommiiTioners, and 
Dircdbrs, of ievcral Orders, and Denominations; 
Men, who are poffeffed of more Wealth and Power, 
than they know how to ufe. For this Game it is 0<vid 
(was he now living among us) would direisi my fai^ 
Country- Women to fpread their Nets, and with great 
Affarancc promife them nice Sport, and good Succeis ; 
which neither the Gravity of the Divine, nor thi* 
Cunning of the Politician, nor the Courage of the Sol- 
dier, nor the Caution of the Old Citizen, ftiould bq 
able to di&ppoint. 

It was the Sayings of a very upright and leame^ 

Judge, that there is fto Wifdom belo^w the Girdle ; and 
e proved the Truth of it by marrying his Cook- 
Maid. And, furely, it is impoffible for a wife old 
Man to give his Miilrefs a greater Proof of his Affec- 
tions than by changing the whole^Couife of his Life 
and Aftions, and fuddenly becoming a Fool fc»* her 
Sake. 

However this Maxim is not to be received without 
Exceptions. For I have known where Lorve, in ex- 
treme old Age, has produced very difRrcnt Eflfefts, by 

improY- 
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improving the Under^anding, foftening the Temper, 
and changing Vices into Virtues. 

I have a near Relation, who, when he was but a 
Youth, was noted for his Avarice. This Vice, as it 
generally does, increafed with his Years. When he 
was turned of Fifty, old Eu^to in Plauius, or the 
Jvare of Moliere, was not a'more fordid Chara^r. 

By the Influence of fome lucky Planet, about fix 
Months ago, he fell in Love. Since that, he has 
wholly altmd his Manner of Living. He ipares no 
Expence to gratify his Pa£ion : And the fame Man 
who, fome litdc Time ago, denied himfelf Neceflaries, 
and would not have given a Guinea to a Phyiician to 
fave the Life of his only Son, would now give away 
his Gold by Handfiils to preferve the Life of a Dog, 
belonging to his Miib^fs. 

What was it but Love, which infpired Jnacrewy at 
the Age of Fourfcore, with all his Wit. and Vivacity ? 
And a ereat Genius among the Modems tells us ; That 
he had no other Paflkm to keep him in Breath. 
*• What Avarice, Ambition, Quarrels and Law Suits 
*• do to others, fays he, Love does more comnuxii- 
** oufly to me. It makes me adive, vigilant, and 
" fober. It holds up my Chin, ilretches my Nerves» 
** and prevents any four Looks from difgracing my 
** Countenance. It warms me again, at leaft in my 
'^ Dreams ; and diverts a thouiand troublefome and 
'< melancholy Thoughts, with which Idleneis and bad 
*• Health are apt toload old Age. 

PlatOf that Prince of Philofophers, argues very rati- 
onally, and, perhaps, from his own Experience, that 
old Age will not exempt a Man from the Paffion of 
Love, or prevent thofe Emotions which we all feel at 
the Sight of a feir Obje£t : And therefore he has or- 
dained, among his Laws, that whoever had performed, 
any Signal Exploit in War, (hould have the Right of 
4emandin|; a Ki(s, or even a greater Favour, ^om. 
any of bis Country-women, notwithflanding their 

Qua^ 
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Quality, or his own Age and the Deformity of his 
Perfon. 

I could heartily wifh to fee this Law eftabliflied 
here, and extended to all Perfons, in Ecclefiaflical and 
Civil, as well as in Military Employments, whether 
they are Peers or other Senators ; provided, they are 
zealoufly attached to the prefent Adminifbation, and 
are grown Old in the Service of their Country. A% 
(uch a wife InfUtution would render it fafe and honour- 
able for an old Man to &11 in Love, fo it would in- 
duce many grave Divines and Philofophers to claim 
the Benefit of this new Law, who now figh in Secret, 
to prevent the Ridicule, to which a Publick Declara- 
tion might expofe them. Of thefe Veterans I would 
have a Society formed, and incorporated by Letters- 
Patent, by the Style and Title of The Band oi Old 
Lovers. They ihould be diftin^uifhed from other Per- 
fons of the fame Quality by their Tunics, or Robes of 
Ceremony, made of Flame<colour*d Satin, and' emr 
broidered with flying Cupids^ Hearts and Darts ; as the 
Robes of Diilindion among the Chinefe Mandarins are 
embroidered with flying Dragons : Provided always, 
that no B — ^— p» Dignitary, or other Ecclefiaflical 
Perfon, fhall be obliged to wear his Tunic in the Pul- 
pit, unlefs he be appointed to preach before 
This Band, or Society fhould be governed by a Pre- 
fident, or Captain, who mufl be a Perfon of great Fi- 
gure and Merit, but very amorous, and as ready to 
take Fire as a Piece of rotten old Wood. He fhould 
have a flout Heart and invincible Courage, and vet 
he fhould cry, like a Baby, if his Miflrefs but prick*d 
her Little-Finger. He fhould have a Stem Counte- 
nance and a Majeftick Deportment 5 but, at the Word 
of Command, he fhould not fcruple to play at Hot- 
Cockles, or ride round St. James's Park on a Hobby- 
Horfe. He fhould be a Man of great Wealth, that 
he might hi able to diverfify his Shape, and once a 
Day fell into his Danai^ Lap in a Shower of Gold : 

FDr, 
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For, in this Form, he wilt reflcft a Lufh« on hit 
Brediren, and be more agreeable to his Miilrefs, if fiie 
bea WomanofTafte, than the Youth and Beauty of ' 
JJonh, or the Nerves of Hercules, with empty Pockets.^ 

It ftiould be provided, by the Charter of Incortjo- 
ration, that no Man be admitted into the Band bmrc 
the 6oth Year of his Age, referring neverthclefs a 
Power to the Crown, to grant a Difpenfation, under 
the Broad -Seal, on extraordinary Emergencies. For 
fmce it is found by Experience, that fome Men are 
older at 50, than others at 60 or 70, it is not reafbn- 
able they Ihouldbe excluded merely for Wantof Years: 
And therefore, if they are otherwife duly qualified, a 
Writ of Eligibility ftiould go out in their Favour. 

It fliould be farther direaed, that a Meeting of 
thefe venerable Inamoratos be held, once a Month, in 
the Painted-Chamber, or in fome other convenient 
Room to be appointed for that Purpofe ; where the 
Interefts and Concerns of the Society may be debated 
and fettled, and all Forms of Love-Lctters, Billets, 
Compliments, Speeches and Mefiages to be addrefied 
to their Mifbefles, may be agreed on, as likewise the 
proper Hours for private Vints and Aflignations. As 
to the Form or Manner of toying in Publick, of 
winking, ftirugging, fqueezing the Hand, treading on 
the Toe, ^c, the Gentlemen of the Band fhall be de- 
termined by the Example of their Captain ; and no 
other amorous Signs or Tokens ftiall be allowed, or 
deemed fafhionable, but fuch as are praftifedby him. 

When, hereafter, my Scheme fliall be better digeft-* 
ed, I may, perhaps, fuggeft fome farther Regulations 
for the Benefit of this Society, of which I hope to be 
a Member. How happy mall I efteem mylelf, if I 
may live to fee a Decrepit old Briton reverenced and 
refpeded not on Account of his Birth, or his Quality, 
not for his Wifdom, or his Riches, not bccaufe he is 
in great Office, or in great Favour, but bccaufe H^ 
IS IN Love ? 

Satue- 
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Saturday, Auguji 19, 1738. 



^HE VoJfcizi^ Epii, two 4ilfereiit Pco-^ 
pie of ^a^, having received IntelH- 
g^oe, that a Hague taged in R^me 
which did {weep away great Numbets 
c£ its Inhabitsmts^ diought to take Ad* 
vantage of this unhappy Event t« re- 
dace the Power of that City : In order to which, they 
hegan hiy fiiliing upon the Lmiines^ whom we may 
call the natural AUies of thfe Rmums. 

This Enteipriie was formed updm a Frefamption, 
that the Romansy not being in a Condition to UsdA, 
Succours to the Latines, the latterwouldnotbe abletO' 
oppofe diem iii^e, and that, as foon as they had over- 
run them, the RwMns, bdng deprived of all Affiance 
front their Allies, and already mtich reduced by the 
i'eftilence, would become a vtry eaiy Conqaeft alone. 

So ibon as the ConiederateB had entered the Latiiu 
Territories, the LatUm fent Advice of it tol^ R^ 
mapSf and demanded Succours^ Tbe Roman Senate 
being affemblod to c6nfult what^M»foi« were proper 
to be taken, anfwered them to the Mowing Effect— 
" That the Plague made fuch Havock among their 
" People, that th^y were afraid the Succour they 
** ihould be able to fend them would not be fo great 
** as might be neceflary ; however they would, with 
.** all Expedition, come and afTift them as much as was 
" poffible in their Conditio^.* Nor did they fail tx> 

execute what they promiifed. A Proceeding forefo- 

lute, and ^ little exp«(ied> di^uraged die Confede- 
rates 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i6i COMMON SENSE 

rates to fuch a Degree, that they foon made Peace 
with the Latines, Had Rome been governed, at this 
Time, by cowardly, weak and corrupt Heads, they 
would have tal^en qujte contrary Meafures. The 
Contagion then raging in their City, would have fur- 
nifh*d them with a plauiible Excuie for remaining neu- 
ter, and leaving their Allies to the Mercy of their Ene- 
my. Perhaps they might have gone! farther, and 
made fbme mean and icandalous Submiffions, which, 
might, for a fhort Time, have deferred the evil Day, 
but mufl have intirely loft them afterwards the Con^ 
dence of their natural Allies, and have made thtm 
defpicable among all the neighbouring States for their 
Breach of Faith, and Want of Courage. 

But it is obfervcd, by Machiavel^ of this brave Peo- 
ple, that, in all their Diftrefies, they never dqartoi 
from thek Majefly and Grandure ; they never quitted 
true Policy, for litde temporary Expedients : Bjr 
which Means they eftablifhed fo high a Repatation, 
that their very Fame contributed not a little towards 
their giving Laws to the World* 

IfanyPerfonihouldinvidiouflv give out, thatthefe 
Things are mentioned with an Eye to our A&in at 
Home, [conceive thev cannot with any Joftice be un- 
derwood in that Senfe: For,. I think, it has never 
been imputed to our moft excellent Miniflen, that 
they are laying Schemes to conquer the World. We 
have no Reafon to fear a Grand Alliance againil Us^ as 
there once was againft France^ to prevent our gaining 
Univerfal Empire. We fee no Uneafinefs on thefe 
Accounts, either Abroad or at Hbme, and the worfl 
Enemies of our Miniilers (and God knows they have 
Enemies enough). have not charged them with Ambi- 
tion, or being poffeffed with a Spirit of Conqucft,. 
I own, I am glad to find we are not fufpedUd m it; 
for if the World (hould take up the Opinion, that we 
have fuch dangerous Defigns, no Man can fay wii»t 
Troubles it might draw upon us. Frana by it drew 

all 
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all Europe upon her Back^ and was htUnbled in the 
Midft of her Glory. 

She will take Csure, if I am not much miilaken, ne- 
ver'again to give the World fuch Jealouiies : She has 
fufi^r*d (o much already, by grafping at all, that her 
ill Succefs will probably make her wife, and be con- 
tent with a moderate Portion. It may lay the Foun^ 
dation ofHapfHnefs for her People: It may favethe 
Blood and Treafure of her Suli^e^, and give qaite 
another Turn to her Politicks. 

Already fhe feems to work with very diflftKnt 
Views : For, inftead of conquering Provinces Abroad, 
fhe is cultivating the Arts of Peace at Home. Indead 
of forming Schemes to impoverifh other Nations ^^ fhe 
is contriving to inrich her own : Her Treafures are no 
longer wafled in wild and expenilve Projects to alarm 
her Neighbours ; they are laid out in mending High- 
ways and in repairing Fortifications, cutting Canals, 
promoting Conmierce, and making France the Won- 
der and Delight of all the Strangers who viiit the 

C6untry. 1 fee therefore no true Reaf<Hi for being 

alarm'd at the prefent Grandure of France, when (he 
puts nothing in Practice to become Great, but what is 
m the Power of every other State to do as well as (be, 
and what every State will do where there k cither 
Vertue or Wifdom in the Government. 

I will not deny but it would be better for us, that all 
the Schemes of the FrencJlf Minifters had been Contriv- 
ed to inrich themfelves and their Families, rather than 
to inrich their Country. We fhould have no Reafon 
to grieve, if we faw the publick Treafure wafledin 
corrupting the moft profligate of the Nobility and 
Gentry to defend the Miniller againft the Publick, in- 
ftead of defending the Publick againft its Enemies : If 
the People were loaded with Taxes and harrafled with 
Excifemen : If neceffitons Fellows were fent to ^xverit 
their Iflands, with fuch Inllrudions as gave them a 
Liberty to plunder and ruin them : If every Branch 

of 
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of their Trade' had fach Burdens hid upon it as fiioold 
force it into other Chanels : If their Miniflers had 
already foifered, and were ftill determined to fufier the 
gro^ Injuries, and the higheft Indignides, rather 
than enter upon a War, and yet. at the fanae Time, 
Aioold force the Sailors from on board all their Mer- 
chant Ships to Man Fleets which were fitted oat at a 
TOoft intolerable Charge to the Publick ; Fleets which 
they wtm rt^vtd (hould never ilrike a Stroke, and 
which, perhaps, were never defigned to ftir out of 
their own fkrbours : If their Merchants were every 
I>ay robbed and murdered, and yet craelly hindered 
from making Reprifals on their Enemies: Thefe 
Things, no Doubt, would fooh caufe almoft a total 
Stagnaticm of Trade, by raifing Infufance to fuch a 
Height as would make every Branch of it impractic- 
able. And yet, certainly thefe Things would not hurt 
Hs : But to rail at a Government becaufe they do not 
think fit to ruin their own People, is a very odd Pre- 
tence for a Qaar^. 

If they are^oiring powerful Abroad, ^y ainiW 
and gentle Exercifeot their Govemment at Home, it 
is as Slly to make that r Matter of Reproach, as It 
would be, to rail at a Man for governing his Family 
with Prudence, and raking Fortunes for his Children 
by hpneft, induftrious and laudaUe Methods. 

Yet dicrearethofe who cannot hear Prance nskmed 
wJA any Patienceor Tamper.— r— It is a Kind of Mad- 
nefs which has feized a poor, crazy News-Writer, — - 
his Brain is turned with it. Methinks, it is like the 
Dog barking at the Moon for no other Reafon but be- 
caufe it ftiines. 

It is true, France was not long fmce engaged in a 
War, which is the only Pretence for charging her with 
Ambition. But Ihe never entered upon a War with 
snore JulHce and Honour : And even then ihe did not 
fhew any great Ambition of making Conquefts, ^hen 
flie gave Peace to her Enenries in the Midlt of her Suc- 

ccflcs. 
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.ccfle?.-^— We may call it git/i^g P^acg, for it is plain, 
by what has happened ikice betwixt the Emperor (^u) 
the TurA, that it was in the Power of France, at that 
Jnn^re, to have done what ihe pleafed in the £m* 
pire. 'True, (he was no Lofer by the War ; and why 
ihodd ihe ? No wife Nation, when frovoked to a 
War, but will make her Enemies pay the Chsagss^ 
France had Lorrain on Account of her JSxpences in the 
lad War : And, as Spain has pat us to a vaft Expenco 
in order to obmin Satis&dlion for the Injuries and In^ 
£ilts done the Nation, I make no Doubt but that we~ 
^mll not only oblige the Spaniards to reiloi^ vuhat they 
have already robb^ our Merchants of, and that we 
£iall efefhially fecure oqr Rights and Poffefibns^ for 
the future, but that weihall alfo oblige them to pay 
tiie Charge we have been at in fitting out a Fleet St 
above a hundred Ships of War : — -So far am I fr<»a 
giving any Credit to the ridiculous Reports fpread 
Abroad by the Spaniards, That we dffipe not go to 
War ; that we not only Qaa^ reft content with tbe In* 
juries we have already fufio-ed, but that, in <Mrder to 
prevent greater, we are even to ^ve them upfome of 
our moft valtaable PoffiAons. 

I conceive, in the {M^ent Difputcs with Spain, there 
is no Beafon for appreh^:^ding Danger firom France \ 
which I mention becaufe I have (£ferv€d our newr 
promoted Heit)es heiie are fo^ to tremble when the 
French are but named. They have a Miaiiler of a 
pad&Jc DiQ)ofition, who has (hewn them« that takii^ 
Advantage of the Miiiakes of their Neighhoufi 
Abroad, anil comforting thar PeofJe at Hoaae^ ait 
furer Methods of aggrandiiing a Nation t^an Battles 
and VidcHies. If (he gains Universal Empiiw, it will 
be without the £3q)ence of Blodd ox Tceafore ; it is 
poffibleihe may gam it by the Fame <^ her Wiidcua : 
She will not attmpt it by Anas; for I think it ia 
plain, thatWarisnothiprptdleiitCamf. . . 
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Indeed, if France fhould rife to that Dignity as to 
become the Sovereign Court to which all other Na- 
tions muft refort for Juftice; If, under the Title of 
Mediator, all Mankind muft needs appeal to her, I 
muft own, we ihould make a very pitiful Figure by 
her Side, and (he might be affirmed to give Laws to the 
Univerfc. 

After Rome had conquered all Nations, fhe reftoned 
to every one of them their own Laws and their own 
Kings : But fhe referved to herfelf the Sovereign Right 
of judging and deciding their Quarrels. By this fhe 
held them in a State of Dcpendance ; bv this fhe in 
fome Meafure reign'd over them : And when they 
fubmitted to apped to her, they acknowledged her to 
be their Superior. 

If the growing Power of France gives Uneafinefs to 
our Politicians here, why do they not take Meafures to 
jBake it lefs ; which I will be bold to fay may be done 
without ftriking a Blow. — It is not by laying Taxes up- 
on our People, but eafmg them of thofe with which they 
are already burdened : It is not by raifing Armies, but 
difbanding them, that we muft reduce the Power of 
France, If we covet Peace, we muft pra^fe the Arts of 
Peace ; we muft pradife the fame Arts which we fee 
France ufe with fo great Succefs. Whenever we be- 
come greater, France will certainly be lefs. 

We have lately feen People To Tioknt againft France^ 
that they were for putting to Death every Man who 
would liot out a Frenthmatf^ Throat ; and who after- 
wards became fo humble to it, as not to name it with- 
out Fear and Reverence. Look over the late Lord 
Oxford*^ Trial, and examine the Lift of the worthy 
Managers, and you will fee how fome Men are chang- 
ed fince thofe Davs ! Indeed, their Slaves tell you, they 
have ftill as much Averfion to France as ever, but that 
they keq> their Malke in petN from the Impulfes of 

difcreet Cowardife. 1^ may be fo; for it,is no 

firange Thing to fee Men, and thofe even in the 

higheft 
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higheft Stati<Mis, mfolwitly rude where thev dare not 
ftrike ; yet fawn and cringe where they know how 
to be civil. 

But let Men's Pretences be what they will, the 
World will judge of them by their Aftions. 

It may happen, that oneNation, which is the natu- 
ral Enemy ofanother, may ncverdielcfs take no Mea- 
fures but what may contribute to its Glory, and ftre- 
nuoufly promote its Interell . This may happen where 
there is great I^orance, or Cbrruption, or both, in 
the Admmiftration ; in which Cafe, they make Ene- 
mies in their own Country, without making one 
Friend in that whofe dirty Bu&iefs they are doine. 

I can never think the Power of France will be re- 
duced by thofe who are for laying evcrlafting Burdens 
upon the Trade of England; Who are for diverting 
the Sinking Fund from paying off the Publick Debts. 
I am confident it will never be cffedted by thofe who 
arc for running the whole Wealth of the Nation into 
the Civil Lifl ; becaufe this is eflfedbally doing the Bu- 
fmefs of all thofe Nations whofe Interefl it is to fee 
England^ poor, low and miferable. 

Tho* I am for doing JufHce to the Merit of our Mi- 
niflers, in drawing no Enemies upon us by laying 
Schemes to conquer tfefe World ; yet I hope I fhall ne- 
ver live to fee any Adminiflration in England govern 
in fuch a Manner as to eflabliih in Foreign Countries a 
Notion, that there is neither Wifdom, Strength, nor 
Courage enough left in oar Nation to defend its own 
Rights. If we fhonld once come to give up Points 
thro' Fear, our Ruin is not ferolF.-^-— There will at 
all Times be fbme jarring Intexefb betwixt one Com- 
mon- wealth and another. ■ Something there will 
be which one State would be very well plcafed to have 
granted and yielded up to it by another : And if, in 
order to obtain it, it requires no more than to put on 
a Fighting Face, what can be the End of fuch a cow- 
iu]dly, de^>icaUie Nation. 

Methinks 
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Methinks a Government, in^dm^itaatioo, isint&e 

Condition of the Booby ^S^re m a Comedy, Every 

Shaping kafcal in die Play, when he wants Money; 
rai{es it upon the ^gquire, only by puttingon a threat- 
ning Countenance. The ^Squire, frightened out of 
his Wits^, at lafl hires a Bttlfy to fiand by him, whom 
he calls his ^t:^, but whom, I think, we may call his 
Mediator. The Mediate has very often an Under- 
(landing with the Sharpers, whom he fuii^rs ilill to 
impofe upon the 'S^uirii and yet he raifes Contributi- 
ons for defending him. The O^is now treated alikip 
by Friend and Foe ; the Bx/fy Ihews him his Sword 
and looks angry, then the ^Sfuire muft come-d^wit ; he 
muft have Recourfe to fome Expedient, to putoff'the 
Evil Day : And thus th^ play him off, from one to 
the other, as long as he has a Shilling in his Poaket, 

or a Rag to his A-- -fe ; with this mortifying Cir- 

cumflance. That his Diilrefs is a Jefl to all Manldadi 
who never commiferated any Ill-Treatment done to 
one who has convmced the World of his being both 
Fool and Coward. 



Satur- 
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Saturday, -^^fw^ 26, 1738. 



Lately gave the Publick fomc Account 
of a My M - ■ Paper^ with a very 

long Tide, which, with nofmall Pains 
and Difficulty, I laboured thro' : For 
I think it a much greater Fatieue to 
read one of their dull Papers, Sum to 
write two of my own. 

I endeavoured to give my Readers a general Idea of 
that elaborate Performance, judging tlut to take it >o 
Pieces, or give a particular Criticiim of its feveral 
Parts, would have been as abfurd, as if a Painter ihould 
pretend to draw a Monfter, which had neither Head» 
or Tail, Limbs or Shajjc. 

Tho* I really think it the Drudgerv of a Porter to 
read the Produdions on that Side ot the QuefUon, yet 
I propofe to ^ve myfelf that Trouble, now and then, 
when fome particular Piece is publifhed, upon which 
the Mercenaries lay a more than ordinary Strefs ; of 
which, I pre&n^e, I fhall not fail of having IntclH- 
Ijenoe. 

Yow Ojboms, your Fnemavsj have nothing to fear 
from this Declajation : They fhall not have the Ho- 
nour of a Lafli. But whenever all the Chiefeof the 

Padion lay their wife Noddles together, and the 
Mountain produces a Moufe, it is fit the Eyes of the 
Publick ihould be tum'd towards it. 

There is one of thefe lately publifhed, which has no 

other Right to be taken Notice of, but that it is the 

Work ofmany Heads; It comes from their Mafler- 

VoL. IJ. I Work- 
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Workmen, and contains^ as I am credib^ informed, 
<he PsutyVwliokJunAofWiUnd Politic^ ^ ^^ . -^ , 

It fets out with a certain Air of Sdenuuty, bytd}-; 
in^voi-^^* That nothing ha» hmp the OocaiiQfi «r* 
•* more fetal Mifchiefs, than when they who have 
«' had the Dii^ftionc^ publick J^&ixs have been ob- 
«* liged; thro* Clamour and Iinportonit)r, to follow 
«'..the llde^JopBlar Opinion; ^which is feldnm or 
" never formed uponatrue Judraient of the State and 
*^ Natdre of Things; bat« on the contrary, is gene^ 
** rally ^e £f&6l of bliiid Prejudice, and of unrea* 
<' fonable Relentment, and of Paflionsartfully ivork*d 
•* np. 

Thisgeneral Maxim may fit my other Tiine a^ 
wrell at the prefent : -Befides, in itielf, it is not jufl ; 
for tho' Inflanc^ may be given where i^spvzlar Opi* 
nions, and Popular Prejudices have been wrcaig, yet 
many more Inftances can be produced wherethey have 
been right: And particularly in thofc Free States 
where the Eledion to all Offices and Commands was 
in the Pec^le, we find them (till Corruption had go^ 
in amon^ them) more than Nine Times in Ten p«^ 
Ibring Men of great Abilities, and rejc^lii^ tMe of 
no Merit. i 

But fuppoiewe ihould grant what is not true, that 
St isdan^rous to follow Popular Opinions, it no Way 
concerns us ; we cannot be hurt by it : For it has not 
•been the hard Fate of our moft excellent Minifters to 
be borne down by the Tide of Popular C^inion, gr 
Popular Prejudice. If Popular Opinion had been 
«gainft them in every Mcafure they have taken.; if 
they have gone their own Way without the leaft Re- 
gard to it ; they alone are anfwerable for the Confe- 
t[uence. 

If the Authority of Minifterial Writers cooid have 
<any Weight, we could prove from them, that our 
Miniikrs have conilantly defpiied Popular Opinicm, 
and Popular ^ejudice ; apd they have had no fmsAl 

*Ap- 
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foi|Kd«p(Midiem'by tbtiir Vlatttt«r6 foi 

ng ia Oppofidoii to Popdar Oj^nioii. 

It i» Irae, tkey might fappon tlMaMv«tf better 
againft Popular Opinion and Popular Prejudice, than 
9Ay who hsv^ gone before them : For it has been their 
good Fortune lb have the Reprefentatives of the People 
df the ikme Opinion with them ; whatever the People 

tlmnfelv<e8 might be. -They have made 'treaty 

npon Treaty ; but never have been impeadiM ht 
any— -they have had (lich a very implieit TvaSt re- 
poM in them, that they have had every Thinc^ tl^y 
aflL*d ; they l^ve wanted neither Money, nor Fleets^ 
nor Annies : Nothing has been denied them which 
was neceflary to put any of their Projefb in Exectt* 
don. 

Hie Hands of other Minifters have been tied ; Mo- 
ney has been g^^ fparin^y ; and, when any has been 
given, they Imye been called to a ftridl Account about 
the Application ; they have been controuled uidlimit* 
cd i^ 'Point of Power ; fo that, where Affairs have not 
gene on^ feceefsfully, ibtnewhat might be urged iii 
their Defence : But our moft excellent Minifters havd 
had no Kfficulties of this NatuTfe to* ftruggle with ; 
they have had every Thing they could ddire.— -If 
the Nation has been impoveriihcd, the Govemmene 
has known no Want ; nay, the Reprefentatives of the 
Feof^eieem t6 have been (b feniible that the Publick 
Money has been apf^ied according to their Intuition; 
diat they have fcarce demanded any Account at all. 

Provided the Nation is really in a happier Situation 
kt Home, if it makes a better Figure Abroad than 
it ever did, all is well ; otherwife, there is not fo much 
as a Hook left to hang a fingle Excufe upon. 

Let lis come to his next Paragraph. — •* It is by fiich 
** impious and execrable Ways as thefe (fays he) that 
*' many Pe6ple, who hav^ been happy under the 
** wifeft and beft conftituted Governments, havebcea 
*^ s^e the Inilruments of their own Ruin ; and 
I 2 *• while 



d by Google 



17a COMMON SENSE. 

^ while Aey have been endea^Rouring to gnip at 
*' more Liberty thanis coofiftent with the Peace ami 
<< Oitder of Society, have foife4 Chains fyr them- 
** felves and their Po(lerity« 

AUowlng ail this to be true, how does it relate to 
U$ ? Are there any Inftanoes, for twenty Years p^*d, 
where^ People have been gra^jping at more Liberty 
than is confident with the Peace and Order of So- 
ciety ^ ^They have indeed^ in a legal and ordedy 

Way, oppofed many Things which they took it into 
thdr Heads «o believe iacroachVi upon their Liberty : 
Butt I think, they * fucceeded bat once ; and when 
they did fncceed, the^ gained nothii^ : They only 
pxeferved the fame Pnvileges which their Anoeftors, 
fince this has been a Monarchy, injoyed before them* 
jiuty byfadk Difcoorfes as thefe, I will bee Leave to 
£BLy, they are pot in Mind of what they Toft where 
ihey did not iiicceed. 

Our Author (aysferther, *« It isabfoktely ne- 

** ce^ry that, in all great £vents and Emergencies of 
** State, the People fhould repofe a Omfidence in 
*' thofe at the Helm of the Government. 

I hope this Writer does not mean that, it is nccef- 
fary the People fiM)uld repofe a Confidence in all Mi- 

niftcrs, whether they deierve it or not: Iwillan- 

fwer for it, that where that happens, they will ibon 

Ibrge Chains for themfelves with a Witnels. But I 

inull tell him farther, that the Con£dence he fo much 
recpmmends muil arife from the Credit which thoie at 

the Hekn of Afeirs are in with the World : It 

mufi ^(e from the Fame of their Abilides^ and of their 
Honour. Steddy and honourable A^ons beget a Re- 
putation, and tluit Reputation will beget Confidence ; 
and you cannot repofe a Confidence except where yoa 
have a good Opinion. 

I know that it is natural for Men to endeavour to 
impofe upon themfelves, as well as upon others, in 

Things 
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Things they wiih aiay happen : Bat, with all that» 
yoa will find it very difficult to bdievc a Liar, tho* it 
is yotir Intereft that what he &y9^ ihould prove true^. 
t>r to -ezpe^ wife and (teddy Meafures from Men whom 
yoa know by Experience to be irrefolute, weak, and 
corropt.— -^Confidence, therefore,, is the Reward 
«f a^Qod Charadei; 

If this> Author had told us,. that, in all great Events 
and EmtPgencies of State, it is abfolutely neceflary to 
place fonie^Perfbns at the Helm of iiich anqueilionable 
Abilities, and fudi a Reputation for Honour and Inh 
t»rity, that the People will be ready to repofe a Con^ 
h&xKio in them, he would certainly haveiaid fome* 
jthing to the Purpofe. 

C^r Author is of Opinion, thdt it is Matter of the 
utmoft Difficulty to get tlie better of thofe Prejudi- 
ces which fo generally prevail in the Minds of the 
Peo{>le, and yet which, if not' removed, may have 
, i^ch a &tal kfieA over the Afiairs of the Common-^ 
wealth. 

Perhaps this may be true, which only (hews how 
nec^rj^ it js for Men in ereat Aflairs to prcfcrve a 
good Chara^er with the World : It is alfo as true, 
that fuch a Prejudice which generally arifes from Mens 
Aflions and Behaviour, cannot be removed but by a 
Condud dire£lly contrary to that by which it was 
gain'd. — It never can enter into Peoples Heads to be- 
Heve, that Men ihould turn wife or honed of a fud- 
den, whofe whole Lives have been a mixed Scene of 
Knavery and Folly: They muft certainly fee thJe 
Change, and feel theEffe^ of it, before -they will 
beHeve it. 

As to our Author's Infinuation (which I fuppofe 
mud fupport all he has advanced befides) that the 
people nuy have Prejudices inftilled into tiem againft 
thole at the Helm by the Arts of difafleded Met^, 
whofe Intereft it may be to deceivethem,-^-^! will al- 
low as inoch of it as can ever happen to^ trae; that 
I 3 i8 
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hto&y, I will not deny but tfaa^ when new Mea, 
whofe Ca^patmes hive narer been tried, mad whofe 
Honour and Jategrity htve never bem proved, iire 
brouffht into Publick A&irs, it may be poffibk for 
Popular Men to raife Prejudices agdnft diem in 
Ike Minds of the People : But then thefe^PrefodioeB 
can laft no longer than 'till the Men arc known ; when 
they have gamed a Charafler for ttettfelves by a 
laudable, upright ConduA ; when^he People fee diehr 
Country feared and refpeded Abroad, and feel the 
Efte6b of a mild Adminiflratioh at Home, thofeatthe 
Helm may then defy all the Arts of dtiafFe^ted Men ; 
and whoever they be who attempt to raife Prejodiccfi 
againll them, will find that they oidy labour to ^rofll 
aiid iindothem£slv(«. 



SxfdKVAYj Sept. 2, 1738. 



£ who live a^ fo great a l^ifbnce irom 
thofe Times when the Commpn-wealtltt 
of Creece zTid Rome flourifliM in their 
Glory, are apt to admire that VertUe by 
which fhey prefcrv'd their LibcTrties to 
iftahy Ages ; hay, we' are difpofed to 
think, diat all their laws and Cuftoms were the Ef- 
te&s of the moi! cohfummate Wifdom and Policy : 
But We have among us foine Writers w^o are to good 
as to endeavour to cure us of thefe idle Prejudices. 

Hiofe tefsciikKis Oehtlemen, who* hav^ the ^hour 
!to be hiixdlf oar moft cx^:ellent MinifterL have taken 
• ' - •' ■ ■ * '-to 
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no (huU F^uns to leBdfy fevrral Milbkesy which 
we, as well as our Fore-Fathov, have labouroci, 
under. 

TheFdicy, pradifed in all Fsee States, of ftriving 
hy all prafticabte Means, to keep up the natural Cou- 
jige of their People, is one of thofe Errors in Politicks 
w£ich die Writers bdbre-named think ought not to be 
imitated by Modern Statelmen, who exceed your 89^ 
ions and Scipios as much in Wiidom, as they do in Ho« 
nour and inPublick Spirit. 

Oneof thele Pen-Men, having his Eye to the pre- 
sent Sitiiatron of Ai&irs» condemns the People y&r A<- 
ingahoays extnmeif conceited of their own Kakur^ and 

full (f falfi Notions <f Honour, How our People 

may ibuid, as to their Valour, we cannot iay ; for it 
is a great while fince it has been tried ; and they have 
been obliged to fapprefe it fo long under the moil fe- 
iFere Phyi^cations, that we think it would be no Won- 
der ify by this Time, they were beaten quite out of it ; 
'jis to Hcmour, we may pnfume they ai:e in a ^ir Way 
of being cared of all Notions, wither true or hik, 
relating to it; at leaft if the Example and Precept of 
fome Great Men can hAve any Force. 
' " He fiiys ferther, naty in Proportion as the People fet 
a Value upon their otun Courage, they hold in Contefttpt 

that of their Neighbours, If by Neighbours he means 

the Spaniards^ I think them in the Wrong ; for, of 
late, they have had no Reafon to fuppofe that the 
Spaniards want Coumge. 

Thereon (iays he) they ' woiU never bear of ofrv Thing 

Avbich does not encourage the high Opinion they entertain 

' ^thekJei<vej,'^Thcn they muft not littcn to our Mini- 

.fterial Writers, yifho will not flatter them upon that 

Head,'^o^ Flattery be their Trade. 

ihey are fulfy perjua^edy before they enter into a War^ 
that tbeyim^denfy fybtto conpeer ; no Reafon nor FJc- 
quence will ever be able to caieoince thetn^iba^^ any Mt^- 
- '{ I 4 * fures- 
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fures can be right ^whicb fkem to check or reftratn thai 

^^frnpettii^ of Spirit. 

I believe no People ever did conquer, who had not 
tlw fame Opinion of themfelves ; and therefore all 
wife Governors ever ftrovc to encoaragc that Notxm in 
them : They who didrufl their owii Courage, and 
fancy they fhall be defeated, are half-beaten before 
they engage: And it is always looked upon to be a 
happy Omen for the People to think themfelves fupc- 
riorto their Enemies in Courage. But, notwithftand- 
ing this, ^e People are in general no Lovers of War j 
and with good Reafon : Becauie it is they who muft 
bear the whole Burden of it ; and, if it proves unfiic- 
cefsflil, the Lo^and Damage muft be theirs : Where- 
fore, whenever the People call loud for War, it is a 
(hrewd Sign they fufier fome very great Grievances in 
Peace.— -However, our Author thinks this Spirit for 
War a very dangerous Thing : He gives a dreadful 
Defcription of it. — // // a Spirit nxshicb Jpreads terror 
and Demajiatiom tuherefoewer it breaks its Bounds, yei 
nvbich the People are abuuv^s better pleafed to fee rt^ in 
ftorrents down the JRock, than flide in a fafe and eafy 
Channel thro^ the Plain. 

It will hardly admit of a Difpute, that the People 
of all Nations are in general averfe to War ; I fay in 
general, tho' now and then particular Circumftances 
may happen to induce them to ba of another Opinion. 
But be that as it will, I believe the warlike Spirit of 
our People has been held within Bounds for fome Yean 
of late : It has neither tuOied down the Rock, nor 

^ded thro* the Plain : It has caufed neither Terror nor 
JDevaftation: Not one of our Neighbours makes the 
]eaft Complaint of us upon this Head ; and therefore, 
1 take this to be a mere Flourifh of the Author's, with- 
out any other Meaninz but purely for the Sake of 
snaking Ufe of what he judged to be (no Doubt)' a 
mighty pretty Metaphor. 

But, 
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But, I fappofe, oar Author chinks he has done no- 
table Service to his Patrons, by advancing &>foxim9 
which have no Foundation in Truth, and nluftrating^ 
them by a thread-bare Examj^e which is nothing at 
all to the Purpofej that c£ Fahius Maxmus, who baf- 
fled Hcamibal by avoiding to come to a Battle. 

If wev^rerc to compare the Circumftanoes of Rofnr 
and Carthage J in thofe Days, with thofe of two Powers^ 
at this Time, and famine the Similitude betwixt the^ 
Charader of Fatius, and that of a certain Perfon now 
Hving, we fhould &ad them agree as exadly as an/ 
other direft Contradi6lions in Nature, and no' other-^ 
wife. 

Before Faiius was created Dilator, the Romans ha^ 
received two great Overthrows : They had been de- 
feated at TreBia and at Trafifnene ; all their old Soldiers 
cut off, and alfo moft of their Generals. — ^HannibaL 
had ravaged half Itafy^ and filled Rome herfelf with 
Afbnifhment and Terror.*-— .Fijfow/, with a raw, new- 
raifed Army, anufed to Adion, was to oppde the 
moft experienced General then in the Worn, and a» 
able a one, perhaps, as ever had been in die World, at 
the Head of a gallant Army of Feteransy dipped in the 
Blood of their Enemies, and ftufhed with repeated Vic- 
tories. But Fahiusy under thefe D^ciiltiey, did not 
admoniih his Countrymen to bee and fue to Hannihat 
fi)r Peace, and to take any InfuTts, put up any Injii* 
ries r^Jicr than continue the War. No, tit iirft A^i- 
on rf hisDi^ature was to order Publick Pray en to be 
made to the Gods, to advert the People, that thefe- 
Overthrows did not befal them thro'^Want of Courage 
in their Soldiers, but thro*^ the Negledl of Divine Cc^ 
remonies in their Generals. He ther^^re exhorted 
them, to appcafc theGoiys, but n6t to fear, the Ene-* 
nw 5 and tnis Courfe he took (fays PlutatfbJ not to 
£11 their Minds with Superftitidn, but to raif^ thdr 
Cburage; for he was himfdf of a Spirit not 1^ bte 
daunted by any Difficulty, or Dangeiv 

I 5 When 
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^ When he came to a£i at the itead of his Army,, 
hke a prodent and judicious Leader, he weired his 
oWn Situation and Circumfbnces with thofe of the 
Enetay. ; he amTidered, that Hannibal was h,t from his 
own Country^ where there was a poWerfiil Faction 
firuggling a^nil him ; he was not Matter of one Sea- 
portTown in liaty % ^ that, if Carthap was difpofed 
to iiipport him, and fend him Recniits, he could not 
Feceive them ; his Army was continusdly wafting }aff 
Hunger and Difeaies^ he ^ad no Xla^udnes to fubfitt 
them, J^t Money to pay them, no Cities to befriend 
them, aiui no Walls to proteA thon ; he iaw nothing 
lie coidd eaU his own ; he was £Mced to live from 
iland to Mouth, and procure daily Bread for a ^reat 
Army by Plunder ; from all which Fahiui wifely 
judged, that, if ifamital did not come to a ^adtkinxy 
foon, hemu^ be midone. 

. Contrariwife, the Romans Kad their Friends and Al- 
li(?s2^ut ^m, i:eady to fuppl}^ them with Horfes 
and Provilions ; they had N^ag^uines oif all Sorts, and 
a free and open Communiqition with Romi^ from 
whence they could receive Recruits : So that Fahius 
was gathe/i^g Stren^, while Hanniia/w9s declining. 
— ^fidesthisr, it waf of no fmall Confequence to ac* 
^uflom a raw, unejqpeidaiced Army to the Si^t of an 
Enemy^ and to inure them to A&on by fkirmifhing 
before ne ran th^ Haaard oi^ Batde. 
.. ** Butthqi, (foys pur M- — 1 Author) there were 
*.* Prejudice rais*d a^inft Fahins for not pufhii^ the 
** War with thatPrec^itation which People, pa£fled 
** with high Notions of their own Pbwer, thought ne- 
V ceflftry*'.r-it is true, there was a hpt-headed Mafier 
of the Hosfe, and perhaps (ome othen, wha had more 
pourage than. Experience, in War, who \^ere imme- 
diately^ Figh^^g rHtmiiaii l^t, even thefe very 
to i Ke ac l ^ ,|V)ciplp who, at firft, braiidedthe Caotion 
of /o^iifi withth^ NaiQe of Gowardife, fpon chafed 
'., . their 
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tIieirNDte;aQdafterwiidsadmired» nay almoft ador- 
ed, as ihore than Hiimaii, that Prudence, wKick 
coold £» G> £u^ and foretel what would haj^pen f» 
contsaiy to thctr Jttdgme«t 

Ijetiis aUow Faiims to have aAed as a prudent and 
a wiib Manlhdnlddo, and let us allow that thofe wh0 
condram'd his Coodud to be raih, incon&lerate, fill/ 
Pec^ ; vdiat BaraUd can it bear to the Qrcumflances 
c^any* ivvo totes now exiftine? Are thd^j^/4rn/jria 
tke fane Condittoa wkh the Cartifa^nimu f Have 
they.g^ned & many Vi^ries? Have they alfo a Hani- 
mihal^ Wheie is .thisv££i»r«^4/ of theirs that we have 
never Jieaid of him F-f—WlKre is the mighty Army of 
Veterans^ headed by aHero, whohas caidfcd all this 
Dread and Terror of the ?ovfcr of Spain ?— Is it hid at 
KniibtfiriSej with Prince PrettymatCz Army; or 
4|Hm£^ Vftpsji^^ ?— Our M— 1 Ad^ 

Wti^i&$^^^ a^ liot acquainted with tfa? iecr^ 
Sprmp/Se imperceptible Movements of Affiirs. It 
is certain ytt arenot acouaij^tedwith this XitnjUf^e, Han- 
nibal, nor ever heard^ of ni? conqderiag Amiy . If thia 
be the imperceptible Caufe of all the Forbearance and 
XJelay, we arc ignorant inoflwi 

Fabius, by avoiding to come to Adlion, wafled tto 
Carfka^man^xias^'. Iammudiafir^d!AatDf%ri|e 
muft in<veafe by tlw fiune Condud.-r— «T^ Carthagi^ 
nians luid neither Magazmes nor Money ; tha j^/z/- 
ards want neither.-^Magaztaes they kr^ -iufficientl/ 
provided with ; and as to ^ Money,. th<jr haye hoi^ 
Time to enrich themfelves by the Spoils of plundered 
Mercdiants : So that, if Money be the Strcn^ond Si* 
news of War, they may en^ig^ their Advemties with 
their bwn Forces. FMut, Byyding upon the Dcfen- 
five^ almoft rum*d the Carthagil^ians ; andlbme others; 
by not ading at M. againft the Spamardsy perhaps; 
ba^e ^ made t&m Great and M^htF. ^ 

. Our Writers on that Side of theQueftk>naTe obi- 
ferved to beexttemdy lucky at making Comparifons ^ 

Thua 
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Thas have they found out a likenefs betwixt the Ow 
cuxnfbiDces of the Carthaginians, in thofe Thnes, and 
Che Spaniards of to-Day ; becauie no two Things can 
be more unlike, and very wife Inferences they draw 
firom it.— If fuch Advantages were gain*d (think they) 
by forbearing to fight for three Months, how much 
wifer muft it be to forbear for fifteen Years ? — — B/ 
Vertue of the (ame happy Taloit, they have found 
oat a Refemblance betwixt an Ancient and a Modem 
Fa^itts ; tho^ all the Similitude which any one elfe can 
make out in their Adions, is, that the Ancient Fabius 
fold his own Eilace to pay the Ranfom of fbme Sol-> 
diers who were taken Priibners ; and the Modem Fa* 
hius fiole the Soldiers Com and Fodder. 



S''"-^'^ 



Saturday, 5i?p^ i6, 1738. 



Tis nofmall Pleafureto all thofe who 
have any Concern fisr the PubJick, to 
hear, that the Court (£ Spam b at kft 
brought into a Temper to do Juftice» 
and that the Spamards are goine to 
make immediate Satisfiidion (without 
Force of Anns) for the Injuries they have been long 
committing upon the Subjeds of this Nation. 

Thofe tne moft £mguine for War wiih^d for no 
more than to fee honourable Satis£i£Uon made to their 
Country (without Bloodshed, if it could be fo obtain- 
cd) for the Lofles it has furred and the Infults it ha^ 
received; for Peace is the Aim of all Wars, ex^pc 
foch as are undertaken from Motivctof Ambition, and 

a Spirit 



d by Google 



COMMONSEJUSS- i^ 

a Spirk of Conqocft ; ajid this is a Spirit which^ to oar 
great Comfort^ the very Enemies of our excellent Mi<f 
niibrs have never charged them with. 

If all the Parties concerned are fincere, the ASur 

va& be brooght to a fpeedy Conclufion Where tho 

Succeflion to a Kingdom, or a Provinoe is in Difpote, 
the Rights and Pretenfions of the ieveral Ckijnants 
muft be coniidered and diicufTed, which mufl take up 
Time : But, in this AShic betwixt us and the ^famardt, 
the^re is no Occafion for either Mediaton or Umpires % 
and the Nature of the JDiijpote will qbt admit of De- 
Jays. 

If it (hould be referred to a Congrefsy and if it muft 
have the Form of a pablick Treacy, the World ih^ 
begin to fqfpedt, that either the one Side or the other 
means no more than to amufe. It is known by Expe- 
ri^a^ that tmUick and folemn Cbngre^ ^ vtry 
ofbitdefigned |br nothing bat Parade anoShew i^---— 
Tha Congre6 of CambfOjf (to the beft of my Memory) 
laded four or five Years, and broke up at laft without 
fettlii^ any one Point ; the Congrefs oiSaiJfons^ tho* it 
did not laft fo long, had the fame Saccefs : Whereas 
the Empiror and Francf, when they were lately at 
War, fettled and concluded Pretenfions of a moft in- 
tricate Nature in lefs Time than muft be allowed to the 
Plenipotentiaries to meet at a Congre^ after they are 
n^medi and the Reafon was,, both Parties were in 
Eameft. f 

SfaiM may be well content to let Things remain in 

their prefent Situation; to them, it is but putting off 

the Payment of a long Debt which they m^y tmnk 
bears no Intereft. — They may find their Account in 
Delays for other Reafons; — uiey may be contrivii|g 
Projcds againil fomc other of their Neiehboun ;— 7 
they may want Time to form proper Alliances, and 
to make a Friend of that great Power which is befl 
able to thwart and dlfturb them :^ The Ambition of 
Spain, I (ay» may have an Eye upon Tu/cany; and it 

may 
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inaV be of gitat IxnportaiM^ to them te^be a litdtf 
l¥hUcdlfengagea.-^if w flibuld give di^LeHartt 
to. do all .this, before any Tiling betwixt ns be fctded, 

We may fee the^Sfccnc ftrangdy altcrVi ; thef «ay 

torn ihott i^n as, sBid re&me thdr oldLangua|e; 
and ^cn tut Mtoiftcr at Mn/nVdemaiKi^Satis/a^ott 
In die l^feirte dfOur K ■■ ■■■', this fliort Airfwer ntay 
be ictum'd Mm again ; ^Ufi trattqumfe, m ^'ii ** 
ebt^i fa GKmr.-^-nWe cannot be aHitifed longer, wk 
!c6oirrMi|flfters favc a M«id to.be ifflufed ; noiraui 
tiierebc any .Rjk^ on oirr ^dc itf dmwfeg this A#air 
into a JCength J we csu^ duptAohqdy by.it bat our- 
fdvcs. 

The flow Icfethods of obtainiAg S^Kiife^oft by Nfe- 
ttiorial and lYeaty,' hate btctt tried long enough ia 
Vain.— ^It id now nine Yean flnce Commiffiuieswera 
ifirft named, for c5caimning'itnd deddiigthcfeveral 
^tenftottsof thofe who hadfnflbed by the Dep^ 
tions of the Spaniardsr. RdMtution was to be made in 
lixMonAs. after the Commiflaries ihould make Adr 
-Report, and they were bbli^ to mike their Jteport 
wlthhi three Years after fipung the feid Treaty. 
- I^ is certain die Merchants were extremely ^ap- 

E)intrf when Aey fband they were to be three Years 
iger oat of dieir ^Money ; for dtey flattered diera* 
felvfcs, that^ i>y the N4tore^«* Aflto, diey might 
itcjeive iteftitution * in fix Mondis^ :**— ^onie omeJr 
Qendemen were as much furprifed as they, and oile in 
farficalar declared, m die Houfe 6f Comihdns, that 
he thoughtit woddbe moch better to divide the M<>- 
ney wlMth diat Conniiiffion wooM coft thrNatioA 
among the Sofibers, dian go that Way to Work :-^ — * 
•Whemer he *rii)eacd that it flcvci"was defignM to 
xome to ^ thinly 6r What hi» Thoughts Were, I 
Itnownot; but it Sfkita^ h^d the Fate of X^affan- 
. liru topro^eiy ttue,^nd'yet nottjO be bdieved ; for 
die CommiilaJrib did^ itot fa mydi -as meet till th^ 
• three Years weprepcpirtd.-^Upon du^, »lhe Tkne for 

. deciding 
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deciding of QauBs was prolonged for ^ree Years 
more ; fa hene were fix Years certain gained to Sfain. 

If it be aik*d» wliat the Cbmmiitanes did in thb fer 
cond three Yean ? I am told they met two or three 
Times in a Mctxii^ i took a Deal of Care of (hem* 
Selves, and came Home again ; bat what they did for 
the Merchants never came to my XjxoWitdp, 

1 have heard ihany of the Merchahta wim^ that tH^ 
Oeotlettuin'^ Eropofal in the tio^fe ofCommons^haid 
taken Place'; for the CoBmiifliony latt^ KumW of 
Years, amounts to a confiderableSumof Voney ; and 
it is to be, ho|)ed> tnat theOeod^nento whomiCwas 
given (finoe they have done nothing for it) will re« 
torn what they received for it for the Ufe of the Mtr- 
chants» or for the Ufe of the Pnblick ; for I caqniot fee 
that they can with any Medefty Imp it : Nay it is 
eflenualy for their own Reputations as well as that of 
the Minifter, that they (hould do fo, for the World 
is cenforiousy and may perhaps fay » that, even in Points 
wherein the Nation is moft .diftrets^d, Occafions ai^ 
Ikid hold of to e/cfvc more and more ^m the PuUick 
to fin the Pockets of tho^ who will fiibmit4o do the 
dirtK Work of a Minifter in a certain Place, where it 
muft be fiital to ^ Liberties of £ii|g^^Wy that any 
Man fiipiild be influenced. ' ; , 
. By die Treaty of 1 72 1 » made at Madrid, it was fti- 
nulatedy Hiat a^ Ships, MmBandiies, Goods, IE Ae(!b» 
Cf r. taken or &ized, either, ^M^^ ^^ ^ 7m//V/, 
fliottld ipeedily be refiored. Thjs Treaty was con- 
firmed by anoUier Treaty, oallM the TreMfy oFAiiumci 
betwixt rr^nrr^ Sfaifi, and Bi^gknd,' ■ So fortified 
with Treaties, one would thmk we were invindUe ^ 
yet eight Year? pafiTed without « Cockboat bong re- 
tum*<L Then comes the Treaty of ^wiiJir, wKchwc 
hinted at before. This Tre^, we were tc^ would 
make Amends for all the reO: f ^ bjat, ^m.three Years^ 
the fettling of Claims was put off to fix, whicb are 
xiov^ come to nine } which nine, added to the eight 

Years 
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Team from the Treaty of Madrid^ makes in all feven« 
teen Years that we have been negxiating for Reftitu- 
tion» and the SpaniarJs have been taking our Ships all 
that while. 

The Ufe I make of this Accoont, is to fhew, that 
if the Satis&dion which the Nation now expedb is 
again to undergo the tedious Form of a Treaty, it will 
|be impoflible to perfuadethe People^ that our M— * 
are titit placing Booty ; I (xy^ that they axe not playing 
the Game into the Enemies Hands ; It will certainly 
be bdievedy that fomething hangs over them whica 
oblige them to humour ^/tf/>r at any Rate, rather than 
cometo. fuch Eclairctfement asmay brin^to U^ht 
fome Secrets which may inflame the Nation agunft 
them. — ^I am forry to fey it, but the very Word ireaty 
is almoft become ridiculous ; there is a Negociator who 
has made fuch a fooliih BufUein the World, that he 
has been compared to a Monkey in a Glais-Shop, who 
never flands itiliy and never moves but he does fome 
Mifchief. 

If Spain has no Demands upon us. but what appear^ 
we ihall foonget out of this unea(y and ruinous Stua- 
tion, fo dellru^ve to our Commerce ; and I cannot 
think, that our Miniften have concealed the true 
Caufe of our Mifunderflanding with Spain from the 
Publick, and from the Reprefentatives of the People r 
i *It would be a Crime of die higheft Nature to 
keep them in the Dark ;— the Parlian^t is the great 
Council of the Nation;—- -they are to adviie the King 
in all Exigencies of the State. If the Spring from 
whence our Troubles flow be hid from them, ^eir Re- 
folutions may be direded to the wrong Point ; they 
tnay diibblige the Natural Friends m the Nation 
Abroad, when they ihould punifh its Unnatural £ne« 

inies at Home: BeOides, if a Foreign Power finds 

the Minifters under fuch a Dilemma that they dare not 
own the Engagements they have entered into, thtf 
smifi be "^try poor Politicians if they makb not their 

own 
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-ewn Advantage of it ; and Miniilers in fitch Circum^ 
ftances arc alike unfit to make either Peace or War. 

I take it, that the Sfamards are too well acquainted 
with the Abilities of the great Man who diredb our 
Afiairs to attempt to impofe upon us ; and I am fiur 
torn chinkingy that he will connive at our being im* 
poie4 upon : Doubtleis the Articles will be drawn up 
with fo much Clearaefs and Perfpicuity, that no Dwhli 
Entendre will creep in which may be wreftod to our 
Diiadvantage, in cafe of any future Mifunder^ding. 

The Merchant will trade with Spirit when he knows 
. that the Spaniards have renounced all Right to take» 
flop, examine, or vifit our Ships trading to and from 
our liknds and Plantations. 

The Colony of Georgia In?^ already coil the Nation 
a great Sum of Money : People will be encouraged to 
iettle there, when they know they are iafe, and that 
the Spaniards have given up aU Claim to it. 

The Bay of Campecfy may be call'd the Property of 
Ef^knd Wewere the firft Poffeffors of it, and^ 

by a Treaty figned at Madrid, Jufy 1 8, 1 670, by Sir 
William Godolpbin, on the Part of England, and the 
Count de Pegnaranda, on the Part of Spain, the ^• 
niards gave up all Right to it. — ^How the Spaniard* 
came to get Poffei&on S it fince, I cannot teU ; but I 
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bs left ubfetded which may ptofe a Bone df Cbnmr 
tion ho-eafter. 

llie Expence of ten thooAiid Seoineii exMor^nary 
for this Year wHl amount to a great Som ; biit that 
we need give ourfelves no Pain aboat : For I take it 
for granted/ die poniards will 6e obliged to pay it •— 
We have the iamc Right to have onr Bill of C^ al- 
lowed usf as a Man has who is aMnjpeUed to go to Law 
for a juft Debt ;— it is as much Equity in one Qife as 
in the other^ ajKl has been the Pm£t4le ever iince there 

have been Wars betwixt difiinent Nations. ^If after 

all the Tmiibie cmd Vexation which we have received 
from Sfai^f we Ihottld ^ve i^ Poities of Right, it will 
be looked upon as a diihonoumble Coflipowtion^ and 
^itl occafibn new IMicbiu^t atHome^.a^ draw Con- 
tempt upon us ft-om Abroad . 
* Upon the whole, t hope we may depend upon it, 
that this is nolilde, minifterial THck to nhi T^me'; 
ft is no pkiful Expedient to put off die Era Day. and 
fftake tiWManil^ eafy for a Time ; but a j&dictoos 
Agi^emeilt gvodndad e» a^ folid aid lafting Foanda- 
^otiy whkh wffi^once m6re ilnite the two Katio&9> and 
thirow them into didir aacohd Incerelb^ 



Satur- 
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r*Vv;-.> 



Saturday, 5/^/. 23, 1738. 




?0 /£^^ Author of COMMON S£NS£# 

[ORliS bdngdnty aAkraty SJgnsbJr 
whkh we cotwy oar Ideas to anocnef,. 
in otder to fetider ouifelvt^ intdli^ibld, 
we fllould nfe diem in the ikme Signifi- 
cation with thofe with whom we con- 
verfe t For Oonmrfittion can no mom 
ht cartied'onb^twieftfiieh as hive, annend fjftunxt 
Ideas to the fanit Sound, than it can between tho(b 
who ntakeUfe of Sounds td Whi^tkey have annexed 
no Ideas at all; the only I)yibbnce lU ^U in t& 
httcr Cafe, the bfte cian fbrtt no Judgment of wh^t 
the odier has. been faying, and, in the fifft Cafe, he 
will form a wrong one. 

" There is no Occaiion to cite Mf . Lochy to prol^ 
the Jufbieis of this Obfervation ; Hat conflant PradUtt 
of every. Controveriial Writei^ who has a p^tt td be 
nndetftood, ju^fies me in making it : And that I inay 
not be ungrateful to the ingenious Authors of the Go- 
xetteer^ their making tJfe Of fuch Wbrds as Liber- 
ty, Gov^ a D M B NT, &c, in a Vague and indetermi- 
nate Signification, is an additional Proof of my Ac- 
tion. — ^but, tho* the Method erf" defining Tenuis is of 
the greateft Utility In ControveHy, yet the Pedantry <5f 
it Will oWtett its obtsdninif in plttrCbttvetMbnsi 
and jperhaps^, in thft^GcaeniSty^ordottr^ny, thef i^attTt 

does 
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does not ibmuch confift in making Ufe of Words, m 
difierent Significations, as in u£ng Words to which 
fieithdr the SMdcfcf n<)r the Hearer has annexed'aiijf 

detennihate Idea at all. ^That this is frequently tM 

Cafe, Will appear by refledUttg in what Marnier we in- 
troduce the Won^, Wit, Wisdom, Cunning, 
Pa R TSy June M t h t, &r. — »>Haw often we con jfbund 
them in their Significations, and ufe them indifcrimi- 
nately for each other. 

As I do not know any Words in our Langiiage to 
genendly made Ufe of, and fo Ikde underllooo, I will 
endeavour to give your Readers a Definition of them , 
which being exhibited to the Publick under the Patro- 
nage of Common Sense wUl, I hope, tender dieir 
real Meanings leis precarious for the future. 

To begin then with Wifdom^ which is the maJdng 
life of proper Meant to obtain a proper Emit as yudgment 
i& the comparing the 'various Means h^ethert and ehuhg 
the proper one : For Mr. Locked Definition, whicm n 
the carefully Jeparating Ide^ ^wherein tan he found the 
kaft Difference ^ thereh^ to a*void being mi/s-led fy the Si- 
mi/itnde, more properly belongs to Speculative 7 tuk' 
tnent, but the Term ^u^mentt as ufed when confound- 
ed with Wifdom^ which may be called PraSical Jue^ 
ment, feems rather to be included in the other Definic- 
toon. Thiis we (ee that Wifdom is Ju^menty and 
fomething more; for Judgment is likewife compre- 
hended in Cunnings which is the making U/e of proper 
Means to obtain an improper End. 

As if, at any Time, a Minifter Ihould make Ufe of 
proper Means to ruin his Country, for his ownjprivate 
Advantage (which is certainly an improper Endl hi 
may be Jaid to be a Cunning Man, but can be byna 
Means be allowed to be a Wife One.— But, to the Ho- 
nour of theprefent Age, it muft be acknowledged, that, 
upon the Principles here laid down. Cardinal Fieuty is 
^ WifcMan.-t — ^I Ihall forbear mentioning any One 
jBearer Home^ left my fp doingmight be d^ed Flat- 
-'>.-'- tcry; 
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teryi^-^'Btit Htfiofynviff, pwfi certain fy^ tranfmit H 
Pofteritf inmy we in bis own proper Colours, 

What w^ generally call Parts^ I take to be « fmcl 
Conception of Ideas^ *witb a Perception^ their Different 
tea and Wit^ in the Woids of a very eminent Writer, 
15 eifttick Conception and a happy Detivery : So thatlF^ 
and Parts ought no more to be confounded, than 1^ 
dm ^OfAJu^ment: Thishdng a Power to ^ffemtJk 
Ideas and a Capacity to difiingmp? them ; That a S'vefy 
Repre/entation of Ideas niarioi^ affembied.'-'^lt may, 
perhaps, be objefted. That thefc Definitions are not 
entirely adequate : I will fav nothing in their Deience, 
btttthat I believe they wiUanfwer every Purpoie of 
cooftmon Converiation ; and that is aU I propofe by 
them. 

I was long at a Lofs how to account fm-thefe Words, 
bmg more indifcriminately made Ufe of than any 
others in our Language. I formerly imagined this was 
owing to the few Perfons who were, in any tc^rajlde 
Degree, poflefs'd of the Qualities which they are made 
Ufe of to exprefs : But I am now wiUin? to believe 
^t Solution has more Ill-nature in it than Truth, 
and ani of Opinion I can aflign for it another X!)auie 
which is more probable. 

It is the Nature of Mankind that, whatever Quality 
we are in Poffeflion of, we are willing to perfuadc 
ourfelves and othen, that it virtually contains every 
other neceflary Quality whatfoever ; as is iaid of the 
Pine- Apple, that it contains the Talle of what is deli- 
cious in e:vtry Fruit. The Cafe is the very fame la 
Regard to any Science we profefs : — ^We endeavour to 
prove it has every PerfeAion, in order to magnif)r our- 
lelves who are Profeffbrs of it. Thus Poeticsu Criticks 
pretend all ICind of Leamingmay be met with in ^^- 
mer ; and Sir Edward Coke^ out of his Regard for the 
Law, nukes Reporters of Moses and the Apostles^ 
and ftiles Christ, Lord Chirf^-Ju^ice of the whole 
World, as the mod honourable Title he could beflow 

upon 
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tspopliiin: in lijce Maoner a^ the FrtMcb, pa. oo^ cf 
dxeirCarosyCaniUm LfDAVPHiN ^mCiel : — And^ 
4oubtleis9 was a Httttentot to paint his God, he wo^d 
snake him a deformed Nt^ ; as a zealoi^ Carpent^^ 
would fpeak of his as the Archite^ of the Um<ucrfe. 

This bqng the Cafe, die Men of Wit and Parts (for 
Ae^ commomy go together) have at all Tim^ arrogat- 
ed t6 themfUves Judffnent and HJfiom, and daii^ed 
them as an Appenda^ to the others ; and as they have 
always had a sreatfnftuence over Mankind, the Ma- 
jbrity have qideidy fnbmitted to Us Ufarpation : Hence 
thefe Qualities have been looked upon as the iame, 
and theTennsmadeUfe of as fynonimous. 

That this is not without Foundation, will appear 
from Matt. Friorh Definition in his Solomon, where he 
%s; ^ 

Avails it then, O Mortals, to he Wife, 
^0 fee this cruel Seem avith quicker Eyes, 
^To kmnv ivith more Diflin£tion to complain. 
And, have fuferior Senfe in feeling Pain? 

which is by no Means a Defcription of Wifdom, tho' it 
is a moft beautiful one of Wit and Parts, 

I am very ready to fubmit to the juft Dominion of 
Wit, but cannot patiently fuffer/V to r;r«y^ ourUnder- 
feandings and make every other Quality its Tributary. 
• — Wifdom, tho' a left glaring PenedUon, is certainly 

a more ufeful one : Wit is a poifon^d Arrow, which 

often proves fetal to him who makes Ufe of it, — Wif 
dom a Coat of Mail, which muft neceflkrijy defend 

Whomfoever wears it. The one may be compared to 

a Squih, whofe Crackling entertains the Populace, yet 
ficquently burns the Hand which holds it : — ^The other 
is like a Lantern, which makes little Shew, yet is rf 
greater Utility in dire6lin^ us in our Way. 
' But not to rob Wit of its due Merit, it muft be con- 
fefs'd to be of Service in recommending us to the Fair 

Sex, 
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l^ngiuaM^lV^s aodiftteOwiutiscifitwotild 
«^mit, Uke.a I^m.Cctt^ ionI}r m^JUt^mBimit^ 
tioD of them to Company, there would be no Reafim 
4o c(Bnpkin ; but the Misfortune ts;' they areboA ff 
tfattii too oftfn regarded as veal Fcrh&nom: l%iuih 
fcie, as a Sample with i^Hat Cautivn ?iF%^ oa^ht to be 
managed^ I wHlcmidade^ Leut^ widi a fikf Rela- 
tion <?a certain AooidettC whichhappeMto nieabove 
twenty Years ago. 

tal Sprightlineft in Coii\^i^iati(m niade me p^ among 
my Acquaintance for a Wit. I quiddy perceived the 
8upeiiority whidi, by iMs Mtam, I ^n^d over than, 
and was not a little delighted with it: I tamed my 
whole Study to die Maint^ianee of this Chara^ier*. 
My Prc^ffion, which was the Law, was negk^^ a^ 
deftru6ii¥eof this Qudity, and 'Bodksof Foetry and 
Invention Woe fubftitiited in its Place.-*— I had pr<^ 
oradedin this Method for a Yesir or more, when a 
Gentleman of Pafhion, willing to cou&tenance a young 
Fellow, invito me to diHe with feme of the Men of 
Jflt of diat Time. — I was extitmdy delighted with 
this Good-Fortune, and was refolved to d^inguiih 
myftlf upon the Occa^n.--* — I addrefled my wh(^e 
Difcourfe to the T^p-Wit of the Company, and flat- 
tered royfdf, I appeared to great Perfeftion ; when, 
unluckily, the GentlemsTh I had been courting, who 
was confeiledly the greateft Genius of the Age, faid 
to the Perfon who fat next him, ** That he could no 
** more bear to be always talking fflt^ than he could 
*' to live upon Sweet-Meats:" /Diis was certainly not 
Intended for my Hearing, but bdng fpoke out ci* tte 
iFulnefsof hi^ffeait', wtisfaid to a Gentleman vdio 
was fo much ttty Fri^d as td acquaint me with it next 
-Day : — Atfirft, I confefs^ it gave mefomeUneafinefi ; 
but upon GOniidering, that tkere fwas m Wit in fwanh- 
htg Commoti 8eHfe>— 'I determined, for the future, 
^ to 
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to endeavour rather tohe SettJ&U than Witty ; com* 
lertedwith this Reifedtioli, That t/ SEVtz was twi 
W IT, it IMS SouET Hive miubMter. A. Z. 

*— ^— — ^— — — — ^■^— ^■^'— ■ ) 

IbifoUo^r^ heit^ ^ Piece i>f Anttquity, tjoiU appear 
b0 in its 9WH Dnfs : Andy th^fime of the Words mitp 
Jepn <i Jittle o&fiUt^^ njotftHtll not take upon us to aker 
eitbirthiZHUortht Orthography, 

MAJKLIN<5aVifit/ theother Day, to a particu- 
lar Friend, who was ill of an Ague, to divert 
andf)a(8 away Time, he produced a Parcel c^old Ma* 
nufcripts. AiaxxDg thefe was a Dmi^ between a Gnr* 
tUman^ a Lawyer and a Scholar y written in a very bad 
Hapd. Thi$ contains the private or fecret Bijhty of 
Robert Dudley, made Earl of Leicejierhy Queen 
Elizabeth; who mail have been, ifwhatishere 
£ud be true, one of the vikft and moft abandoned 
Men ever hdp'd to govern this^ or any other Nation. 
As Lovers of our Country, tho* we are all iafe at pre- 
sent, yet we cannot help wifhing that fuch another 
Rob E RT may never more in England be at the Head 
of the Miniilry. We can neither of us tell whether 
this Piece was ever printed ; but if it was, we ^ppi^ 
liend it is now only to be found in the Hands oTthe 
Curious. For this Reafon, I have fent you the T/z/f* 
Page^ a Copy of Verfes fet before the Work, which are 
more to be valued for their Truth, than Metre, with a 
queint Epitaph of the faid Earl out of another of the4 
"JManufcripts ; and if I thought it would be agreeable, 
perhaps hereifter I may fend you a few Abflradts of the 
whc^ Book, which contains a Narrative of the bafeft 
and moil horrid A&ions any Machiavelian Statefman 
could poflibly be guilty of, and may confequendy ferve 
to warn fucceeding Ages againft the Choice of, and Sub- 
miffionto, foch wicked, and rapacious Minifters. 

Tos/rSf Aristobvlus. 

The 
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The T I T L E, 
Arnio Dom, 1584,' 

The Coj^ of a Letter, written by a Mafier of 
-/fir^/ of Camiridge, to his Fr/Vu^/ in London \ con- 
taining fome Talk pafs'd of late between two wor- 
fhipftff, and grave Men, about the prefcnt State ; 
and fome Proceedings of the Earl of Leicefier^ and 
his Friends in England, 

Contdned, fpoken, and publi/bed, with moft 
cameft Proteftation of all dutiful Good- Will, and 
AffedUon towards her mod excellent Majefty and 
the Realm, for whofe Good only it is made com- 
mon to many. 

The Hea'vettsjhali renjeal the njotcked MatC s Impuiy^ 
and the Earth fiallffand up againft him. Job 20.27. 

Non efi bonum ludere cum SanSlis, 
Read then, but not to fpeak again ; 

Speak, fcut not what thou i'eadeft here : 
News for to hear all Men are faync. 
But wyfly few that News can bear. 
No Table-Talk is herein taught : 
In there owne Words are many caught. 
The Ragged * StafFe, that Stay was to the State 

( As fome Men thought ) is bent another Way ; 
As here ys taught, fo fickle is the Fate, 
Of thofe who oft do bear the greateft Sway, 
Let all take Heed how they afpire too high ; 
For when they fall, of all the loweft lie. 
The Stately Bear, that at the Stake would lland, 

Againft all Mafti^ flout that wold come forth. 
Is mmfeled here, and ringed with one Hand, 
Yea vile reputed, and of little Worth. 
Vol. IX. K Great 

* He <was of the Famify of the Earls of Warwick, 
und bit Armi the Bear and Ragged-Stafie. 
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Great Rob i n, wkom before all could not take. 
Is here by Sheppard's Curres made for to quake. 
Thus may we learn there' is no Staff e fo llronge. 

But may be broken into Shivers fmall : 
Ko B,ear lb fierce, the cruel Beafts amonee. 

But Age, or cunning Gins, may work his Fall, 
Let no Man truft m Earth to find a Place, 
Which may prefervc him from a foul Difgiace; 
Truths, or Untruths, whatfoever they be. 
Which here you reade, yet not in vayne, 
Kead overtheis, and you fhall fee 
That this does prove the greatdl Gaync^ 
To be content and not ddire : 
for all do fall who do afpire. 

Vir Safit, f»i faucit Uquitur* 

The Epitaph^ 

Here lieth the vfoxthy Warriourj who never Uoodied 

Sword ; 
Here lyeth the noble Counfdhr^ who never held his 

Word; 
Here lyeth his Excellencies who ruled all the State 5 
Here lyeth the Earl, of Lecefter^ whom all the World 

did hate. 

Sepultusapud W2Twick 10 Oftobris 1588. 
Oiii/^z/WWichwoodCMff. Qxon. 4. Septembris. 



Satur- 
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Saturday, Sept. 30, 1738. 



A Letter ffom Common Honesty to 
Common Sense, 

liOvlNG KInsMan, 



'mm 



LH E feyere Tfeatmenl t haVe coilflantly 
met with, the univerial Scorn and Con- 
tempt fo manifeftly ihown me by all 
Ranlcs and Degrees of Men, has io 
fenfibly aftedled toy Conllitution, that I 
thought of nothing lefs than making a 
total Exit from this ungrateful World. But the 
J^d Reception which you ( who are well known to 
he a Collateral Branch of our Family ) have lately 
filet with has fomewhat raifed my drooping Spirits, 
and incou raged me to fhow ray Head once more ; tho* 
I am fo worn to a Skeleton, that the few of my 
Friends and Acquaintance who are yet living, 1 be- 
lieve, will hardly know me again. 

When I fpeak of my own Sufferings, you may, 
perhaps, be moved with fome CompaiTion, when 
you reflefl on the Difficulties you have met with, 
^d the Severities you have undergone, tho* no Way 
comparable to what has become almofl habitual 
to me. 

You have indeed, for fome Years, been under a 
Sort of Profcription from Courts and MiniAerial Em- 
ployments : But, at the fa ihe Time, you have injoy**d 
* quiet and comfortable Retreat with the few Patriots 
K 2 who 
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who have renounced all Preferments to adhere to 
you, and have not forfaken your Caufe in the 
. worft of Times ; while I have not been only render- 
ed incapable of any Office or Public Truft, but fuch 
lias been the Malice of my Eflemies, that I am 
even deny'd the Happinefs of private Society, like 
a Criminal branded with Infamy ; it is become 
icandalous, according to the prefent Mode, to be 
feen in my Company, or to entertain the \e9&. 
Correfpondence wkh me ; tho*, God knows, I liave 
always led a blamelefs, inofienfive Life, and am fo 
tiniveHally hated and defpifed only becauie I can*t 
help People to fupport the reigning Luxury and 
Extravagance and grow rich all on a fudden, with-^ 
cot ei^er Merit or laudable Indeavours.. 

You know the Misfortcmes which befel our Fa- 
mily at a certain Period of Time ; aild the deplora- 
ble Condition I was left in, without any Counte- 
nance or Support, at an Age when it could hardly 
be cxpeded I Ihould drift for myfelf. However 
I thought it neceffary to indcavour getting into ibmc 
Buiinefs for my immediate Subfiftance, and apply*d 
myfelf to a very eminent Tradefman in the City, 
requefting to be taken into his Service : But, to 
my great Grief, this firft Attempt proved unfucceft- 
ful. He told me, " I could not be of any Ufe 
** to hhn in the Retail-Way ; that there was no 
** Inilance of fuch a One as myfelf ever being 
** behind a Counter ; and, in fliort, that he would 
-*' not advife me to think of being any Ways con- 
** cerned in Trade, for that I fhould not find 
5* any Dealer fond of employing me, efpecially as 
^' I was a Foreigner, and not free of the City**. 
However, in Compaffion to my Wants, the Tradef- 
man had Good-Nature enough to give me a Let- 
ter of Reconmiendation to a noted Attorney of 
Jbss Acquaintance^ who ( as he afliutd me) ytry 

muck 
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much want^ my Affillance, and muft therefore be 
glad to entertain me on honourable Terms. 

This feeming Friendlhip gave roe forae Hopes ; 
and I immediately went with my Credentials as di- 
reded, beinff determined to apply myfelf wholly to 
tht Learned Profeffion. — I was foon introduced : 
Bat, to my incxpreflible Concern, met with a 
Co^ Recqption. ■ He fat lolling in a great 

Elbow-Chair, and anfwered me with a Yawning,, 
What is your Name, Sir ? Common Honefy^ Sir,, 

I replyed, — Com mon Hon — -^ / cries 

he, (yawning again) I have read the Letter 
you brought, but am fure Common Senjh never 
fent you hither: — I cannot, by any Means, re- 
ceive you into my Houfe ; — you can be of no 

* Manner of Ufe to me in my Branch of Bufi- 
' nefs : — All the imaginary Services you may do 
' will never bear the Expence of your Maintenance ; 
^ for I cannot employ you in one Caufe in twen- 
^ ty » if I fhould, I might be in Danger of lof * 

* ing many Clients, who would naturally fufpccc 
' your betraying their Secrets; and if they were 

* once to know I have any Dealings with ygu^ 

* it would blaft my Chara<5ter. Piefides ( 'adds. 

' he) young Man, was I minded to bear with 

* all thefe Inconveniencies at the Requeft of my 
' Friend who recommended you to me, you would 
' never find the Pra^life of the Law turn to any 
' Account for yourfelf, you are (0 odious among 
' thofe of our Profeffion, that it is a great Quellioa' 

* with me, whether you would e\'er be admitted 
' as an Attorney ; — but if you fhould, how will 

* * you live ? Who the Devil do you think will 

* employ you ? Moft People will be afraid of 

* trufting their Bufinefs in your Hands. — There. 

* fore I would advife you to turn your Thoughts 
' to fome Olbcr Profeffion 5 and , if you can 

" do nothingbetter, get yourfelf Or— —d : Yoii 
K 3 ** furely 
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*• furely cin*t be obnoxious to the C- — y ; they 
** will at leaft give you fuch outward Countc* 
*' nance that you will never want a Reafonable Sup- 
** port and Alaintenance, 

Finding this folid Re:dbning would bear no Con- 
tradiction, and being thoroughly convinced I had 
miftaken myfelf greatly in tms fecond Attempt, 1 
maturely conjidcred the wholefome Advice given 
me, and began to form fome Method of putting 
it in Execution ; and in £f&6t foon thought of a 
Perfon I imagined very proper for my Purpofe : — 

And who fhould this be but a certain R — R , 

who, when young, had great Obligations to our 
Family in recommending him to his firll: Prefennent 

in the C , the Remembrance of which, I 

hoped, would eftablilh me in his Favour. 

I attended him, one Morning early, and waited 
an Hour before I could be admitted to Audience ; 
when, my Patience being almofl worn oot^on a 
fcdden the Word was given for the Stranger to 
coMs in to my Lord. I immediately went in and 
pay'd my Refpedts to him in a moll fubnuffive 
Manner. " How do you do, young Man ? fays 

«« the P— ^ 5 I have not fe.n you a great 

•* While : — I thought you was dead, or gone A- 
•* broad. — And pray, what has brought you hi- 
** ther now ? I gave him the beft Account I could 
of my pals'd Misfortunes, and prefent unhappy Cafei 
and while I was employing all my Rhetoric to 
move his Pity and Companion, his Lordihip was 
reading ; which Inattention to my Requeft gave 
me little Hopes of Succefs. At lafl, he /uddenly 
lays down his Book, and turned up his Head to- 
wards the Ceiling (for I remarked he could not 
look me in the ^'ace, and therefore I inferred he 
was aihamed to fee me) and then fpake thus. *' You 
• • talk of the Obligations I have had to your Fami- 
«* ly ; I know of none : Sonae little Civilities indeed 

" pafe'd 
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" pais'd between Me and them at College, whea 
*' your Father officiouily thrufl himfelf upon me 
" as a Tutor, and to diredl me at my firft Set- 

, ** ting-out in the World: But if I had trufled ta 
" his Judgment, Underftanding or Credit, I might 
*' have remained at College fbll^ And then he 
declared, he knew of no Obligations he had to any 
one bdonging to me, fo that he could not, in any 
Sort, intermeddle in my Affairs, which he apprc- 

. bended was incompatible for One in his Station, and 

V might be a Hindrance to his farther Advancement ; 
and wifhed me to provide for myfcif in the beft 
Manner I could ; for ( fay he ) you may be affkr- 
id of it, you mjill h&n)e no JJJiJlance from me. 

From the Example of this R 1 R d, 

and the Difcourfe I had with others of what pafbM 
at this Interview, I found that, for the Want of 
Intereft at Court, which 1 knew myfelf to be 

' wholly unprovided of, I judg'd there was little Hopes 
of Perferment in this Road, even if I fhould get 

O d ; the Utmoll to be expeded was fome 

poor Wel/h h g, or a Starving O — y in 

Town: Thefe Redeaions, and the Experience! 
had, foon weaned me of all Thoughts of dedicat- 
ing myfelf to. the Service of the C— — :— . 

Having now try*d three diffc^rent Methods for 
my Advancen^ent, which I found imprafticable, I 
knew not well what Projed next to fall on 5 \n 
this State of Incertainty my Wants daily increafed^ 
which brought me almoft to Defpair. Ho^vever 
I walked out, one Morning, and by Accident met 
with a Recruiting Seijeant. I bethought myfelf the 
Army refufed nothing, and therefore, fmce I could 
do no better, was determined to lift for -a Sol- 
dier, — I called the Serjeant alide, and ofK^red 
myfelf to his Difpofal, telling him at the fame 
Time, as is ufual in like Cafes, my Name and 
Place of Birth. The Serjeant,, inllead of gr<-edily 
K 4 embracing 
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embracing the Ofkr, flood fome Time in Sufpence,' 
•fcratching his Fpreh«id, and at laft fay'd ; " I am 
*' afraid, my Lad, you will never Jeam the Mili- 
** tarv DifcipHne, or make any Figure in the Field ; 
*' and, fhould you lift in our Regiment, you will 
** be very troublefome, both on a March, and in 
** Quarters ; for no Camarade will care to mefs with 
" you. -~ However, as our Captain is in great 
*^ Want of Men, I will venture to introduce you. 

We went away direftly to the - Captain's Quar- 
ters, where the Serjeant having told our 6ufmefs» 
and I having apfwered the fame Queftions as be- 
fore, our noble Captain fhook his Head, and fay*d, 
*' I might, prehaps, be fit for Sea-Service; but 
*' that I was not of a proper Size for his Com- 
** pany ", and then demanded of the Serjeant, where 
he picked me up, and how he came acquainted 
with me ? The Seijeant replv'd,*^with great Truth, 
He never faw or heard of me* before in his Life, 
and accidentally met me a litde While ago. ** Send 
** him packing then, cries the Captain ; this Fel- 
** low would make a Mutiny in the Kegiment ; 
** befides I know all his Family are difaffefted 

^ to the prefent £ t in C and S , 

•* and therefore I would not take him on any 
** Confideration. 

My Evil Genius ftill purfuing me, I had Re- 
courfe to another Expedient. — I remember'd my 
Father, in his Life Time, had a Place in die 

T— ^ , which he injoy'd till the Death of his 

Patron, a Great Man who prefidedat that Board, 
by which Means I had fome little Infight into the 
Bufmefs of that Office, and therefore I had no more 
Wit than to fancy I might be ufeful to his Succeflbr. 
I made indeed but a plain Appearance as tO Drtfs ; 
however I refolved to equip myfelf in the beft 
Manner I could, go one Morning to his Levee, 
and* try my Fortune once ;nore. 

On 



d by Google 



COMMON SENSE. 201 

On my Arrival at his Door, whether I was 
defpiied for not being a Beau, or for not coming in a 

Coach, or whether I was taken for a S L 

jaft come to Town with my own Wants and my 
Anceftors Merits, I cannot fay ; but, to my great 
Surprise, J^aham Brafs, the Porter, told me, hit 
Mafter <waf not at Home, This I knew to be felfe; 
and therefore would have gone in notwithilanding^ 
but Abraham fhut the D^r in my Face. 

I could not imagine the Caufe of this Treat- 
ment, being fure me Fellow did not know me;^ 
however, having Time to recoiled myfelf a little, 
till Opportunity ofierM by (^)ening die Door for 
foraebody's going out, I accofted Abraham very 
courteoufly. " Sr ( fays I ) you have infulted me 
** without any Provocation, I muft defirc the Fa- 
** vour to be admitted*\ And told him my Name 
and the Buiinefs I had with his Mailer, who I 
knew often valued himfelf on his Intimancy witH 

my Family : But alas ! I only made Bad Worfe. 

He fell furioudy upon me in the moft opprobrious 
Language imaginable ; called me all the Rafcals and* 
Scoundrels he could think on ; fwore, '< I fhould 
'* never enter the Doors while he was Porter, and 
** that I was one of thofe concerned in mobbing 
** his Mafter about the Excife-Billy and that I on- 
" ly came there for fome wicked Defign on his 
" Perfon, or to rob the Houfe ; and that, iS I did 
" not inftandy depart and be gone,, he would 
" charge a Conftablc with me, and fwcar the Peace. 
*' againft me. 

On this Outrage, I thought it proper to retire 
fome Diftance from the Door, where I took the 
Opportunity,, as feveral well<drefs*d Gentlemen were 
going in, to tell them my C^, with the Infult 
and Abufe I had met with from Abrahavi ; bcgii 
ging of them to acquaint hit Honour with, the Be- 
haviour of his Servant : But ngt a Word could I 
K S ' get . 
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get oat of one of than. Some fhook their Heads 
and others (larted from me as if I was infeded. 
At lad a grave, elderly Gentleman, with a Bun- 
dle of Papers in his Hands, going into the Great 
Man*s, ftopM a little to hear my Complaints, and 
was fo kind as to open his Mouth. " I have 
•< (fays he) Sir, fome fmall Knowledge of your 
V Family> with whom I was acquainted before I 
•* came into a Public Employment ; But what 
*« Bufinefs have you here ? Complaining of Jhraham 
•* Brafi^s Behaviour will be to no Purpofe : He 
" knows his Matter's Mind to whom he ought 
** to be Civil, and whom he maybe rude to; and^ 
** depend upon it, you are fo univerially hated by 
•^ the whole Family, whofc Intereft it is thatyoa 
*^ ihould never come within theie Doors, diat you 
*^ are not Mq in Ibying loneer fo near them, left^ 
•* a worfe Evil befal you : Nay, I don*t know if 
*' it was fufpedked I now fpeak to you in fo friend- 
** ly a Manner, but it mieht be as muck as my 
•* Place is worth : Therefore 1 advife you to make 
** oiF as' foon as poffible. 

By this Time, Kinfman, you may fuppofe I was 
in a vtry melancholy Condition, when I hap- 
pened to meet with a Country Gentleman who^ 
without any Hefitation, on thefirft Reprefehtation 
«f my Circumflances, took me into his Service^ 
and entertained me ^t his Country Scat with great 
Kindncfs and Humanity. He intruded me with 
the Management of all his AfEirs and advifed 
with me on the moft Important Tranfadions of 
llh Life. In this Situation I looked back on the 
Mifcry of my former Condition with Joy and Satif> 
iadkion changed for the prefent, and being arrived 
at the Bounds of my Ambition, Peace and Con- 
^^nt, deipifcd all worldly Grcatnefe with the Spirit 
^ a Piofofophcr. 

Bat 
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But as nothing in this World is penaaoenty the 
Devil put it into my Lady*s Head to live in Town y 
and that my Mailer might not oppoie her Defign 
from the Expenfes attending the Removal, (he per^ 
fuaded him to oi&r himfeltas a- Candidate for the 
infuing Eledion in a Neighbouring Borough, from 
the Sucoefs of which fhe imagined great Perfer- 
ments would be had for the whole Family. The 
Scheme waa reft^ved on, and I was prefently dlf- 
pached away to the Place of Ele^on, as one my 
Mafter confided in ta make timely Intereft, he- 
intending to follow me in a few Days. I fet out 
Qa this Errand with no very good Will ; forebod- 
ing my own Dcftru^lion in the Event, and when 
I came to my Journey's End, I met with as lit- 
tle Succefs ; — the Eledbrs, one and all, took a 
mortal Antipathy to me at firft Sight, and^ inilead 
of making Friends, I made fo many Enemies, who- 
on my N&fter'd Arrival infixed I fhould be forthwith^ 
difchaTged his Service, or he muft not exped one 
Vote there; My Matter's Paffion to fuccecd in his 
Elc^on tempted him to comply.. Lnmediately I was 
difmii^ wiUL-a private Inumation, That, " tho' I 
" wasttfcleisinanEleftion, yet, if I wenttoTowit 
** and wait^ with Padence, I fhoald^ be taken in 
V again Ibr the Management of my Matter's private 

«' AflEttTs." 1 knew no Remedy but Submiflion. I 

went off as privately as I could, and foon ♦after my Ma- 
tter's Arrival in Town- 1 waited on him in Hopes of 
what I expeded being perforated* Bat never was a 
Man fo chimged as my Matter ! He told me, to my 
great Grief and Surprifci *^ That he had no farther 
♦* Service Ar me of any Kind, being- now ingagcd. 
" to take other Meafures than when he lived retired 
" in the Country: That he was firmly refolved never 
" again to be under ihzt Reftraint by any Servant as 
" he had by me: That his Eledion coft him a Deal 
^ of Money for a double Return^ and,, if be did not 
:. «* play; 
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^ play his Cards well, all would be loft, and, bcmg. 
** under folemn Ingagement never to have any the 
** Icaft Correfi)ondencc with me, he concluded with^ 
•* forbidding me his Houfe, 

Having thus, loving Kinfman, try'd all rea(bnahle 
Methods of getting a Livelihood, and having atpre- 
fcnt no Means of Sut)fiftancc, my. A^lication, which 
is the laft I fhall make, is to you ; and findine you 
have fet up aNE ws Pa pe r, my humble Aequeft is ta 
be taken into your Service. 

There has formerly been a ftrift Union and Friend* 
fliip betwixt the two Branches of our Family, Com - 
WON Sense and Common Honesty, tho'I own: 
Your*s to be of fuperior Rank and Dignity, having 
fupply*d the World with many K. and Q;^ But, dio* 
we have not arrived to that Honour, you have found 
us ufeful in our Station ; and it can be proved by many 
Inftances in Hiftory, that ComfMnSenfe never flourifli- 
ed or made any confiderable Figure without the Affift- 
ance of Common Honefiy* 

I know the Difficulties of my own Condition, and 
)iow hard it is unfupported to make my Way thro^ 
the World : But as we have fo often contributed to 
your Support, and none of your Ancefiors ever met 
with any material Checque or Misfortune while our 
Branch of the Family was countenanced by diem» 
therefore as we fell, fo I hope we (hall rife together. 

I don't fuijpedt you will ever write for the M -, 

in which C^ie I know I fliall be intirely ufcdeis to you ^ 
the only Favour I aflc is, fome Employment under yoii 
in the mean Time, which will be gratefully ackn^« 
ledged hy 

Tour Afft&^att Kinfman^ 

Common Honesty. 
5atur* 
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Saturday, 0£l. 7, 1738. 



; H E Spur-gaird Hachtm of the Ad- 
' minifhation have feemM, of late, to 
give-vp the Defence of their Patron^ 
and his Meafures, and have chofen the 
Method of Recrimination upon the 
Queftion beg'd.-^" Thofc who are 
** OUT [fay the^ ) only want to be in, and if they 
«< were in, would purlue the fame Meafures which 

** they now bkme and ojppofe ". How do they 

know either of thefe Points ?'— As to the firft, it 
is very notorious, that many who are now out, might 
either have been continued tn, or receivM again with 
Advantage, if they had thought proper.—— As 
to the Scond, it is very improbable, that, if they 
where in, they would chofe to^ purfue fuch Meafures 
as they fee have brought thofe who are in under 
foch a Number of Difficulties, and fuch a Load of 
Unpopularity. 

They muft be incorrigibly week, indeed, who 
don't grow wifer by the Errors and Mwfortunes of 
odiers; and, I dare anfwer for it, that, if thofe 
who are w^ of Power,^ were in Power, they would 
attempt no Exci/e Schemes : — They would not 
prevent the ReduBitm of Intereft, nor indufbioufly 
toifapply the Nation*s laft Refourfe from the Load of 
Debt it groans under, and confequently leave it info 
helplefs a Situation, as to be wrong*d and infulted, 

with Impunity, by any Power in Europe, Thefe 

are Things, I fey, which Common Sehfe,. independant 
of CommoDjHoneily> would hinder them from doing, 

and 
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and confeqaently arc not to be apprehended from the 
focxt Adfluaiftsatioa, ktit cooM^fwhom itwilL 

The ff«rij love to play up<m the Words Fairiot - — '' 
^preHmkd Fattiot *-— F/eudaP^firiot^ See. and rk 
equally witty upon Patriots, in Verfe and in Profc ^ 
But I r^ly believe they don*^t know the Meaning of 
the Woid ;■ -their Learning, I am fure, wqa^t 
explain it to them, and tl^ir Acquaintances, I am 
convinced, wont fanufii them with In&QKes. I 
vdll^ theiefoie,^ take, the Faiss of defining a Pa- 
triot to them, and in ib &is and in^actial a Manner/ 
that they Ihallbe obligedto agree with me in the De- 
finition of the CharaSer, tiio* we may poffibly differ 
about the Application of it 

I look upon a Patriot to be one who putfues the 
Good of his Country, preferably to, and independ- 
antly of all private Cenuderations and Advantages.. 

He.envies no Matt*& Power or ProSt, and never op- 
sofes Meafures for the SakeoftheMen» but (^ipoTes 
Men on Account of thdr Meafures ■> ■ ■ If he de- 
fires to deprive Minifters of Power, it is baaufe theyr 
abulie it ; — ^ if he defires Power himfelf,^ it is only to 
ufe k ^ his Country^s Good and Advantage. 
. He thinks nothing u&fiil but what Js honefl;,, and 
will no more oj^pofe the good Meafures of other Peo- 
ple in Power, than connive at, and over-look their 
b^ ones, in or^ to iiiiitate>. or reap the Benefit of 
them,, when in himfelf. 

It is not neceflary that Patriots fhould. not^accepi 
Employments : On die contrary ,^ as oar Conftitution 
is nowchang'd, h&maydohis Country^ more Service 
in Place tiian out of Pkce. But then,, as he will not: 
obtain that Place by any unjuftifiaUe Means, neither 
willheuieittoiinjufiafiablePurpofes, but will quit it 
more readily than he took it, ratber than concur with,, 
or not oppoib Meafures which^ in his Qonfiaoice, he 
thinks wrong or pesBicious.. 
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He will not nuik^ Ufe of his Power la imicE Hiin-> 
felf, or hU RdatioBS» nor improperly' (U^poft of, 
among his undeferving Kindred, thoTe^ £jii|iioyaKQtSr 
which^ at the (ame Time they ihould bethe Rewards, 
of Merit, require alfa Abiliiaes for thedueDircharge 
of them. 

If, employed by the Croiwn, he will aot attempt to 
extend its Power, otwr invade the liberties of the: 
People, even tha^ he would make the heft Ufe of that 
Power himfelf ; kxioif^g the Danger and In^oftice A}£ 
efiabliihinR ft F^edent c? that Kii^ which is the xnx3&: 
nkejy to be fl^low*d by thofe who ace the mo^ likdy 
to Buike a bad Ufe of itw 
. His Meafures will not want the loiajiiy of Cormp^ 

tion to fupport them ^ t he In&my will be ia. 

C4>pofingthenL 

This is what I call a Real Fatnot;^ andhewho^ 
iiSkrs from this Defcd^tioB I hiiiy ddimr Idm up. 
to Freiman ztid Company, to xmipktnot and rerile as* 
much as they pleafe,^ or, what woidd be worfe §orr 
him, to commend. 

The Scriblers, I am. fore, will agree widi me iir 
this CharaBer ;--<bat then they will bid me produce 
the Man £^ hts.-^^- I do not deal,m Pmugyricy whicliw 

if always fufpeaed eCSelf-Xnteieft. Bot,, if thera 

be a Man who, from his firft Appearance in the 
World, always dillinguifh'd himfelf in the Caofe c£. 
Liberty, and of his 0)uiitry; who,, from a;«ery un*^ 
common Diiinterefiedneis, g^e^up Hsrlf the Salary 
of the fii^ Empk^ment he injoyM, and. who readily^ 
quitted a fecond more eonMer^b^ for theSalce of op- 
pofmg Meafures which he thought ineoniiilent .with 
the Good of the Public ; who, with the Spirit of one.- 
of the fird Rmnansy and the l^oqueaoe of ^ Cicero^ 
has conftantly u(ed both his Tongue and h^ Pdiin 
Ddenfe and Support of Liberty ; who, 9A Ljturgm 
inforced the Obfervation of hit-Laws by a irdfuntary^ 
Exile, has given the fuicft Pledge of his Refolution 

ta. 
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to DarTue invariably that glorious End, by tying him-\ 
felt down, by the ftrongeft Declaration, never to 
accept of any Employment whatibever, that his 
A^ns, however juft, may never be fufpe^led to 
proceed finom any other Motive than the Love of his 
Country. 

If there be fnch a Man, he comes very near, if 
not quite up to the Defcription above-mention'd — 
What Intereft but the Public Intereft can fuch a Mail 
have in oppofing or promoting any Meafures ? Surely 
he who can never be in Place mim be free from the 
Sufjpidon of oppofing, — becanfe he is out ; and, if 
added to theie CircumAances, this Perfon fhould have 
likewife a very great paternal Fortune of his own. 
Who would {vlSst more than he in Times of Confufion ' 
and Diiturbance? Or who would fhare more the 
Peace and Proiperity of his Country ? -<- Thus fecur* 
ed, on one Hand, by a voluntary Incapacity from 
the Temptaticms of a Court, and, on the other, by 
a Fortune and a Family, from feeking or fufibring^ 
Difbrder and Confufion ; If fuch a Perton has, for a 
confiderable Number of Years, nnweariedly oppoied 
Meafures in general, it is the fharpeft Cenfure, and 
//vi4^ Condemnation, canpoffiblybe of the Promo- 
ters of them. -*- Let the Minifierial Hacks jproduce 
me one fuch li*vif^ Juftificatiott of their Meafures, if 
they can. 

Mr. Fnemanis ^leafed to fay, in his Ingenious. 
Dialogue, That gomg out of a /f lace is not fuch a. 

round-about Way or getting into one ; but he 

isnotfogoodastomakediisout : Therdbre, I would 
^n ask him. Whether he would not think it a 
very round-about Way, to give up his Half-Crowns,^ 
the liberal Rewards of his prefent Labours,, in Hopes, 
of three Shillings from a future Adminifbration ? — I 
am apt to thiuK he would not underibuid that Way 
of Rcafoning. i And among all the Tricks 
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his Patrons have tried, that^ I thixdc^ has not been 
one of them. 

Mr. Freeman adds, as candidly as pleafantly, Thati' 
'was it to do again, he believes fome Folks would hot 
part with a White Stick, or a Regiment of Horfe :— 
Mr. Freeman is a very incompetent Judge of what 
the{e Folks would do, who, I dare fay, in no one 
Particular think like him : ■ But I am of Opi- 

nion, and fo I believe is the greatefk Part of Man- 
kind, that they might recover what they loft with 
Intereft, if they repented of the Sacrifice they madip 
to the Good of tl^eir Country, and their own Con- 

fcience : ^The great Indulgence which has been 

fhewn to feme Penitents would, probably, be Ihewn 
to them, if they thought fit either to defire or accept 
it 

I therefore advife thefe vvretched blunt Tools of 
Power, thefe wooden Saws, to have done with Invec- 
tive and Recrimination, for which they have neither 
Al)ilities or Matter ; but let them betake themfelves 
to fulfome Panegyric, for which they have now a fine 

Field open : Let them commend the Vigour and 

Courage of their Pay-Maflers, whofe invincible Ar- 
mada , fitted out at httle or no Expence to this Coun- 
try,, has intimidated all Burope^ and procured a Treaty 
by which ample Reparation is to be made for all our 
^fs*d Injuries, and eifedtoal Security required for our 
ftiture Conimwce and Navijgation j and let them lead 
the thankful Chorus of our Britijh Merchants widi 
gratefiil Acclamations for the Prot^on they have 
received. 
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C H is the Uncertainty and Unfta-> 
ility of the Things of this World, 
lat there is fcarce any Event, whica 
ight to furprife us, or any Thing 
;w to be (aid upon it- — The greateft 
empires^ and bed modelled Govern- 
ments, have been fuddenly overturned by unexj)e£led 
' Concurrences of unkcky and unforefeen Acadents^ 

r Notwithftanding which, when one fees great and 

fudden Revolutions happen, one can* t help falling into 
trite Obfervations, which a thpufand Ev€;nts of the 
fame Kind had fuggefled to thouiands of People 
before. 

Iconfefs this happened to me lately, when I heard 
that Operas were no more, and that too, at a Time 
when the Vigour and Succefs, with which a Subfcrip- 
tion was carried on, both by the Great and the %Fair, 
feem'd to promife them in their fuUeft Luflrc— — 
** Shall the Kings, and the Minifters of theEarth^ 
*^ cry'd I, be furpriz'd when their bed-concerted 
' * Schemes are* defeated ^ ? Schemes which* it is fjene- 
** rally the Common Intereft of Mankind to defeat, 
*' and muft we behold, unmoved, the fatgil Cata- 
**- ilrophe of that great Defign, which the Common 
" PUafures of Mankind feem'd ingaged to fupport.'* 
•—Many other Reflexions occurred to roe, which, 
tho' I thought new at the Time, X am fince perfuad- 
ed were made by the AJJyrtans^ the MeifiSy the Perjs* 
ans^ and others, upon the Subverfion of their feveral 

Em- 
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Empires, and therefore I ihall not trouble my Resu 
iders with them. 

But I came at laft to coniider (as I alwa)cs do) how 
far, and in what Manner^ this great Event might pof- 
libly affed the Publick, and whether the Cetotion of 
Operas, would prove a National Lo(s^ or a National 
Advantage : For Publick Diverfions are by no Means 
Things indifferent i they give a Right or a Wrong 
Turn to the Minds of the People, and the wifcll Go- 
vernments^ have always thought them worth their At* 
tention, the very wifefl Government in the World (I 
mean, to be fure, our own) thought fo not above two 
Years ago, and prudently fubjeded all oyr Publick 
Enteruinments to the Wifdom and Care of the Lord 
Chamberlain, his Licenfer^ or his Licenferh Deputy- 
Licenfer. 

Was I to follow the Examples of the greateft Hifto- 
rians, I fhould fearch into, and alTigii, the Qiufes of 
this R€<voluHon^ and might poflibly affirm, with more 
Certainty than they commonly do, that tie Unfiilful- 
nefi of the Com^feriy the immoderate Frofit of the Per^ 
formers, the Partialities of the Governors, and the /«- 
fiuence of Foreign Miftreffes, naturally ^produced this Er 
vent :■— ^— But I wave, at p^efent, thcfe Reflediona 
in order jto confider the EfFcfts of Mufick ingeneraU 

Muiick was held in great Efteem among the Anci- 
ents, particularly the Greeh, who looked upon it as 
the neceflary Part of the Education of their Youth, 
and thought the due Regulation of it worthy the Care 
of their Laws ; infomuch that Timoiheus was con* 
demned, by a Decret of the LaceJemonians, for intro- 
ducing Innovations in their Mufick, and corrupting 
the True, eflablifh'd Tafte :--— Which Decree Boptius 
has preferved to us in the Original.— —It fays, that 
Timotheus of Miletam, being come into their Town^ 
had ftiewn great Difregard ^ the ancient Mufick, and 
the ancient Lyre ; th^t he had multiplied the Sounds, 
of one, and theStrings of th^ 0^r> and thai, in&ead 

of 
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oFthe plain, expreflive Manner of Singing, he had in^^ 
vented afantaftical new one, where he h^ introduced 
the Chromaticky &c. he was therefore publickly repri- 
manded, by the Bphori, and his Lyre was ordered to 
be altered. 

This is not to be wondered at, confidenng the afto- 
niihins Efledb which the beft Hiftorians afllire as 
Muiick had in thofe Days ; and of which I fhall give 
Ibme Inftances. 

The Pyrrhic Twte, as is well known, had fuch a 
Martial Influence, that, in a very little Time, it fet 
the Audience a Fighting, whether they would or not. 
—This Tttfie^ by Uie Way, muft have infinitely ex- 
ceeded our bcft modem Marches, which, by what I 
have been able to obferve in Hide-Park, rather fets 
our Army a Dancing, than a Fighting.— -I afcribe 
this Diflo'ence wholly to the Unfkilfulneis of our mo- 
dem Qompofers ; for I will never believe that my 
Countrymen have not as much Potential Courage in 
them as the Greeks, iT properly excited ; I therabrc 
wifh the PyrrbicTune had bin tranfmitted down to us, 
to have been ufed in proper Places^ and upon proper 
OccafioHs, 

The Phrygian Muiick inclined as much to Ltme ; 
and ^intiilian tells us, that Pythagoras, having ob- 
ferved a young Man fo inflamed by this Phrygian 
Modulation that he was gc»ng to offer Violence to a 
Lady of Condition, immediately ordered the Inflru- 
ments to play in a graver Meafure, called the Spondee, 
which inflandy check'd the Gallant's Defires, and 
iaved the Lady's Chaftjty.— ^A ftronp Inftance this 
of the Force of Muiick^ and the Sagacity of the Phi- 
lofopher ; tho* by the Way, if that Phrygian Mo\*c- 
ment had the iame Efkdt upon the haAy which it had 
upon the Gentleman, the Philofopher*s Interpofltion 
might poflibly be but unwelcome.*— Our Operas have 
not been known to occaflon any Attempts of this 
violent Nature ; which I likewife impute to the De- 

ICwts 
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fiedb of the Compofidon, and not to any Dtme of 
Iitfenfibility, or Modefty, in our Youth, and who, 
it muft be owned, give a hk Hearing to Mu£ck, and 
whofe fhort Bobs ieem admirably contrived for the 
better Reception of Sounds. 

Dion Cbfyfoftitnus informs us, that the Mufician 7<- 
motheus^ playing one Day upon the Flute before Akx- 
under ^t Greats in the Movement called Oriios^ that 
Prince immediately laid hold of his Great S^worJ, and 
was with Difficulty hindered from doing Mikhief, — 
refbaufd, no Doubt, by fome prudent, and paci£ck 
Minifler. — And Mr. Drydeny in his celebrated Ode 
bpon St Caciliah Day, reprefents that Hero, altcr- 
-nately afifeded, in the higheH Degree, by tender or 
martial Sounds, now languijhit^ in the Arms of his 
Courtefan^ llfais, and SLDon/urious, (iiatching a Flam'» 
heauy znd/etting Fire to the Tchivn of Per/efolis. This 
we have lately heard, iet to Mu£ck by the Great Mr. 
Hande/, who, for a Modem, certainly excels in the 

Ortiosy or Warlike Mea/ure: But we have fome 

Reafon to think thzt the Impreffions which it was ob- 
ferved to make upon the Audience foon gave Way to 
the Phrygian, or Lafcinjious Movement, 

I am apt to believe that in Mufick, as in many 
t)ther Arts and Sciences, we fall infinitely fhort of the 
Ancients : — For, I take it for grated, that we fhouUl 
lot open to the fame Impreffions, if our Compofershad 
but the Skill to make them.— —However, tho' Mu- 
£ck does not now caufethofe furprifing Effects which 
4t did formerly, it itiU retains Power enough over 
Mens Paffions, to make it worth our C^ : And I 
lieard fome Perfons, ecjually ikilPd in Muiipk and Po- 
liticks, afTert, that King James was fung and fiddled 
out of this Kingdom by the ProtefiantTane of Lilfy^ 

lu/lero; ^and that Somebody elfe would have been 

iiddled.into it again, if a certain treafonable, Popi/b, 
Jacobite Tune lud not been timely iilenced by the 

unwearied 
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bnwearied Pain^ and iD^gence of the Adminiftra-* 
tkm. 

Tke Bag-pipe, I VLmatAMy informed, has beeit 
tnown to have a wonderful Effeft upcmonr Coantiy- 
men the North-Britons ^ and to influence whole Clans f 
which I am the more inclined to believe, becaufe I 
have really fecn it do ftengc Things here. 

The Snvifsi who are not a People of the qnickef! 
Scniations, have at this Time a Tune, v^ich, when 
play'd upon their Fifes, ini]pires them with fuch a Love 
of their Country, that they run Home as &fb as they 
can ; which Tune is therefore, under feVete Penalties, 
forbid to be ^y'dwhen their Regiments are on So*- 
vice, becaufe they would inftandy defert. Could fuch 
a Tune be compofed here, it would then indeed be 
worth the Nation's' While to pay the Piper, and one 
could eafily fuggefl the proper Places for die Peifor* 
mance of it: For Inftance, it might be of great Ufe 
atthcOpening of certain AfTcmbTies, where Prayers 
have already proved inefilftual, and the Seijeant-at* 
Arms, and the Gendeman-Ufher of the Black-Rod, 
fiiould be inftru^ted to play it in PerfSlion. — The 
Band oi Court-Mujick would of Courfe execute it in- 
comparably, where it would doubtlefs have all the 
Effed could be expeSied: I would therefore, moft ear- 
neftly recommend it to the Learned Ddftor Green^ 
to turn his Thoughts that Way.- — ^It is not from the 
leaft Diftruft of Mr. HandeTs Ability that I addrefs 
jnyfelf preferably to Dodor Green : But Mr. Handel 
having the Advantage to be by Birth a German^ might 
probably, even without intending it, mix fome Modu- 
lations, in his Compofition, which might give a Ger* 
man Tendency to the Mind, and therefore greatly 
lefTen the National Benefit, I propofe by it. 

How far the polite Part of the World is afle&ed by 
the CefTation of Operas ^ I am no Judge m\^elf ; but I 
afked a Young Gendeman of Wit and Pleafure abooc 
Town, Whether he did not aj^rehcnd that he ihould 

be 
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hp a Suflferer by it, in his Way of Buiinefe, fcr that I 
prefumed thole foft and tender Sounds ^th'd and 
melted the hirc& Breafb, and fitted them to receive 
ImprefTiom ? HeanTwerod me veiy frsmkly. That, as 
far as he could judge, the Lois would be but inconfi- 
-derable to their Profeflion ; that fome Years ago, in- 
deed, the Taile of Mufick being cxpreffive, andpathe*^ 
tick, had infpired tender Sentiments, and foftened flub- 
bom Virtue ; but the Fafhion being (^ late, for both 
the Compofers and the Perfeimers, only to fhew what 
Tricks they could play, had rather taught the Ladies 
to play Tricks too, than made the proper Impreilions 
upon them i and diathe ofbier found them tired thaa 
ibftcnedat the End of an Opera. But he confefled that 
•ehey might happen to mils the Opera Books a little, 
becaufe, as moil of his Profeffion could make a Shift 
to read, die Ef^/ijh Verfion at leaft, they found, in 
thofe incomparable Drammas, Sentiments proper for 
9ai Situations, wnicft* might not 6tA€rwile haTC' oc** 
curred to them, and which, by Emphadcal Signs and 
Looks, they could apply to the proper Obje& j in- 
fomuch that he had often known very pretty Senti- 
mental Conver(adons carried on thro* a whole Opera^ 
by thefe References to the Book. 

Having thus (hewn the Power and Effe^ofMuficki 
both among the Ancients and the Modems, and th^ 
^oodand ill Ufes which may be made of it, I fhall 
fubmit it to Perfons wiier than myfelf, what is to be 
done in this important Crifis. — I look upon Operas to 
iiavebeen the great l^ationalEfiahUfijment diMufich^ 
and I am perfuaded that innumerable Se^s will rife 
from their Ruins, and break into various Comjenticles 
of Vocal and Inflrumental, which, if not attended to, 
may prove of ill Confequence. But in this, as iii 
«very Thing elfe, I put my Trufl in the Wifdbm of 
the Minifters, who daily fhew, that nothing is above 
their Skill, or below their Care. — —Kingdoms and 
Gin-$elkn tremble at their Fleets, and their Infor- 
mers. 
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men, — ^Terriblc Abroad, and Lovdy at Home, they 
pntme always in Mind of that beautiful Defcripdon 
wliich Taffb gives of one of his Heroes ; 

Se^I «uedifolmwarf fra VArme^ auvolto 
Marte Uftimi ; Amor fe/copre il Volto. 

If you were to fee him, iays he, glittering in his Ar- 
mor, and in all the Thunder of War, you'd take 
him for Mar/, the God of It ; but when that's over, 
and lie lays-by his Helmet, you'd think him the 
Cod of Love, 



Saturday, OSt. 21, 1738. 



T is an Obfervation made by fome Au- 
thor, whofe Name I have forgot, that 
Liberty and Riches make People rough 
and infolent ; and that Poverty and C^ 
preilbn render them civil and polite. — 
Poverty and Oppreflion will certainly 
render them fubmiffive; which, with People who do 
not diiHnguiih, may pafs for Politenefs ; — But, agree- 
ing to the Whole of this Maxim, I find, according to 
the mod exa6i Calculation can be made, that alS)ut 
twenty-thoufimd Horfe, Foot and Dragoons, an Army 
of Excife-men of double that Number, with fifty- 
thoufand Informers, will go near-Hand to dvilifea 
Nation, to the higheft Degree of Politenefs, which 
may confift of eight or nine Millions of People. 

I am credibly informed, that it was from long Con- 
templation on the Truth of this Maxim, that a cer- 
tain Projector became infpired with the Excife-Schen^. 



d by Google 



COMMON SENS t nj 

——It is now many Years fince he has been meditating 
^ Refolution to leave nothing untried which might 
tend to dvilife his Countrymen ; while he, Good 
Man I was humbly content to be himfelf the moil un- 
-xnannerly Fellow in the Kingdom. 

It is true, he mifcarried in that, pious Dcfign by the 
^)erverfe Oppofition of a People not always attentive 

ito their own Good ; but their Ingratitude has not 

^een able, to deftroy,his honeft Intentions. He is 
awake when others lleep, and Hudies Night and Day 
to the fame ^pious End. — In little, as well as great 
Things, the Good of his dear Country is uppermoll: 
in his Thoughts : — Even the fubie£lingof Plays and 
-Players to the Power of a Ch - ■ n was owing to 
jthe fame laudable Intention of reforming our Maiv- 
ners. 

But here, by the Way, I can't forbear lamenting 
the Misfortune it is fometimes to pleafe tlie Publick. 
— Theie was, a Poet whofe little Pieces became the 
Delight of the Town, and gave Bread to a Company 
t)f Comedians at the Little Theatre in the Hay- Market : 

' ^^But Wit and Satire, as he himfelf obferved, arc 

•like fome Medicines, which will not operate upon 
4bund Conftitutions, but when they meet with a rotten 
Carcas they play the Devil ; and our Pro(je£lor hap^ 
pening to have a great many fore Places about him, 

our Poet's Pills gave him the Gripes. To make 

fhort of my Tale ; it was decreed thSsy muft fall. 

Our Projeftor, whofe frank Heart was ever a Stranger 
jCo Malice, refolved, fmce he could not damn the Poet, 

to ruin him, and fend the Players a begging. It is a 

melancholy Story to tell ; but I have been informed, 
^hat Alexander the Great was not long fince prefled in 
a Collier, and, what goes to his Soul, is, that he 
is fbtced to fcrve on Board a pacifick Fleet -.-^-Julius 
Cajar^ who gained twenty Victories over the Qauhy 
is forced to carry a Brown Mufket for Bread, in an 
Army which never iaw the Face of an Enemy, and 
. Vol*. IL X. . never 
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nercr will ; white the Qocen of Ei^y who charmfd 
the Heart of this Hcroc, was ^iJcorcrcd amoi^ z 
Band of ffe/Jlf Peafents making Hay.— It feems tiiat 
foon after the Power of icnding Kings and Conqae- 
Tors a l^egging was veiled in the Ch-^n, it was rc- 
(blved to King a Foreign Company of Players from 
Abroad, and place them upon that Stage fnan whence 
our own had been loft expelled; and, ^s a Rda^on 
of the Projedtor had himfelf play*d the Part of Har- 
hquift in Foreign eountrics, thd* without any Suc- 
cds (foi- Nature did not form him to pkafe) he was 
thoiigirt the pr<»ereft Perfon for this Purpofe.— Away 
he goes, the Subjea of his Journey bemg a great Myf- 

tery, I (hall take no Notice of the Time he em- 

j^yed, nor the Leather he loft in ridina Poft; but 
the important Secret breaks out at laft, and a Compa- 
ny of Outlandifli Comedians arrive. 

So foon as the KU appeared for their Playing, with 
the Woid Authority placed at Top, the Publkk 
was ftung to the Quick, and thought thcmWves con- 
ccmed to exert that Liberty they enjoy, to lefeni 

ihc Affiont put upon them by the Ch n. They 

filled the Houfe, and pla/d off all die Artillery of 
Catcalls, Bells, efTr.againlt the Sugc, and the mife* 
^bfc Comedians fiiflfcred for Sins not their own. 

!^^;-^ Ipfi mifirimm 'vUli 
Bi quorum fas magna fi d ^^ 

When it was ov«r, I retmrd to the Tavern wft 
fcmeof thofewhomjfewmoftaaivc in the Pit, and 
cook the Liberty to repident to them. That I waa 
afraid their Behaviottr that Nicht might appear t« 
Strangers to be a little crud, and baibaroos : To which 
one of them anfwercd me, " That the Audience had 
*^ a Ic^ Right toihcw Aeir DHlike to any Way or 
•« Aftor in the Manner her^ done ; for the C6mmoa 
<< Law of £i«^»r/ was nothkig but Common Caftom, 
£' and the as&nt U6gc rf the People, — that the Ju- 
" *^ diauvf 
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** dicatureof the Pit had been acknowledged md ac- 
<' quiefi:ed to, horn Time imtnemorialy in Matters re*- 
<* ktingto the Stage; and tho* they were obliged to 
<« give no other Reafon than, that thejr did not ap- 
<* prove of thefe Adors, he would fiiy fomcthing 
«* more. 

, •* It is well known (added he) that the A^ ^^ P^t- 
^ ting the Su^e under a Regulation (as the Phrafe 

« was) went againft the Grain of the Publick, 

«^ they declared againft it, but had not Intereft enough 
•< ^o hinder its ^ffing,-— we looked upon it as a Step 

** towards lefbaining the Liberty of the Preis, we 

^* think Aat every Thing, which is the ProduA of 
« < our own Country, fhould be fufered to pafs free, 
'** but4nore particularly the Witand Learning of our 
** own Growth ;-*for we can't help thinkir^, that 
** we fhall fee nothing but kd infipid Stuff \xpotk the 
** Stage, while the Ch — --n and his Deputiea (who, 
** for aught we know, may be his Footmen) have a 
** Power over every Word to be fjpokc there. Hosv- 
" ever, when the A£l pafs*d, we fubmitted, and tbo' 
*« it was reported, that a Foreign Company of Ac- 
*< tors would be fent for, we did not believe it ; for wc 
«• could not fuppofe that, while the Difcontent occa- 
** fion'd by that A61 wasfrelhin every one'^ Memory* 

*< a Ch n fhould grow fo wanton witli his new 

** Power, as to infult the Publick, in this Manner. 
4t -—-As to the Pretence, that they were icnt for to 
*' divert a Foreign Woman who does not underiland 
** EngHfl)^ ihe Siould have engawd them to play at 
*« her own Hoafo, or rather her Lodgings, and have 
*< invited her own 0>2ity>an^'; It is not to be doubted 
" but fhc idU foon be ridi enough to pay them, for 
*« we dare fey foe did not tome into this Country to 

<* learn tte Language. But as they were to tafac 

* * their pate with the PubHck, we were free to tcceivfe 
•* themasivepleafed; andfiAcefclr* Gta — n would 
*' *^ Iketftxm Aftots, we would not lic^fi his. 
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I could not deny but there was fomc Reafon ia 
what this Gentleman faid ; and I remember, when 
<he Curtain was drawn up, and I bdield Files of Muf- 
<^ueteers with Bayonets fixed to the Ends of their 
f ieccs, as ready to ingage, and a Dapper Hugon^ 
Handing up in the Pit, with a Paper in his Hand, as if 
he was going to declare War againft the whole World, 
it put me in Mind of a Story which is told of our pre- 

fcnt incomparable Laureat ; ^He took it into his 

Head once to wifh himfelf King oi France, and be- 
ing afked, for what Reafon ? " Becaufe (fays hcj 

'' I would publilh vsi Edia, That the Players fhould 
** ad no Plays but my own, and that the Publick 

*' {hould be obliged to like them." 1 don't know 

what To wife a Man as the Laurjeat would do if He 
iivas King of Frances but I think I know Hiftory e- 
iiough to ventune to aiTert, that no King of France, or 
^ny one by his Authority, ever controuled the Judg- 
ment of the Publick in Things of this Nature, or pre- 
tended to impofe upon them what to approve ordif- 
like ;- — r^fari quod fentiat is a pretty Mom, and any 
infolent Man may put it upon his Coach, whether he 
underftands it. or not; but I hopie other People, tho* 
they are not inclined to be his Slaves, m^ ufe it as 
jivell as he. 

I am growing ferious upon thisSubjedl, contrary to 
my Intention ; but there is Sometlung occurs to me 
which might have happened that Night which makes 
«ie grave in Spite of my Relblution to beotherwife. 
I am thinking, if the Fears i>fthat little officious Fel- 
low, who was going to read the Proclamation, had 
not made him ileal olF» what mi^t have been the 
Cbnfequence.——-— Perhaps* a hundred Gentlemen of 
Fortune, and every one of as good a Family asuny 
Perfonin the Adminiihation, m^uft havic incurred the 
Penalty of Felony, for having ajy done what^ in 
ibme Countries which do not pretend to oar Liberties, 
» Man sKQuld not be fined a CrowB.*— *— But there is 
. " Keaffm 
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Reafon to hope that this Accident will bring about a 
lignal Good to this Nation, and that it willoccafion 
the Repeal of an A£l which, by teingabufed, may put ' 
the IMe of every Qentlinum in England^ one Time op 
olher^ in the Power of a Minifter ; for there never 
will be wanting fome low Tool, who, to ingratiate 
himielf with a Minifter, and in hopes to get a Place, 
will thruft himfelf into every AfTembly of Gentlemen 
charged with this Frodamatlon^ if he fufpedls that ci- 
ther they, or what they meet upon, may be difagree- 
able to any of thofe in Power. 

As to the poor People (I mean the Comedians) I 

really pity them. ^They were incouraged to come 

irom their own Country, and, being unacquainted 
with our Difputes, could not think they fhould give 
Offence 'They have, without any Intention on 

their Side, been maae the Infbruments of affironting 
the Town, and been placed upon the Stage to iknd 
the publick Refentment, and been treated luce the Un- 

fans perdu in the Army. ^Their Journey muft have 

coil them a great Deal of Money ; — ^and if thofe who 
have drawn them into this Scrape do not pay theni aU 
their Expences, aad jgivc them fomething befides to 
comfort them for the Mortification they mull have 
fufferedi^ in being fo treated, I (hadl think it a very 
great Cruelty j — nay I ihall think they treat thefe poor 
Players as ill as they have treated the Town. 



L g Satur- 
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Saturday, 0£}. 28, 1738. 

^0 the Author ofCouMOn Ssmse. 

SIR, 

Had yak taken P«& in Hand, ia miar 
ta wrice to you, whcft your i^^/cr of 
S^turdny laft was brou^t me : hxA 
tKo^ my Subje^ be the fame, yet as my 
Thoughts upon it are diibrcnt^ I &nd 
thcxB yoa to conuAuniGate to the Pub* 
lick, if yoa think proper. 

The Craft/mm, io his Differiaikm upon Partkt, 

makes the blowing exceUent Refledtioaa // // tht 

Duty of theft who gwent io^ Sfctrn tb$ ^ritoftie Pet^ 
pJff to confidfr evtn tbtir Fojfi^t^ to have m Regard (4^ 
their Weaknejfes^ and to/he^ Mitige^e to tfyit Preju- 
jkces; ondMinifiers nvh funifo' v^t. thiytnsghtfti^ 
*vent, are mare eui^Me thoft thofe-mfho offend. 

This wife and popalar Maxim ought certainly to 
be the Rule of all Gavemnvents : But in Countries 
which are Free^ it is an indifpenfiUe Duty never ta 
depart from it^ upon any Pyetence whatToever.— -*-I 
Diall not now examine how far it has been followed of 
late Years ; howev^ the mentioning it brings me to 
confider the late Adl for regulatir.g the Stage, and 
ibmc Things which have been the cSnfequence of that 

By an Ad of the twelfth of Queen Anne^ all Peribns 
having ^ legal Settlement^ that is^ all HcuTcholders 

payinj 
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tying Scot and Lot, were qualified to praAife the 

'lade and Profcfton of Stage-^Phyers ; out A6k>rs 
ftroUing aMit the Coaatry, Mdthoot a l^gal Settle* 
Btieiit, wer^^b8Hidem*d^|[oguet«iidyag^bonds^ and 
fubje^ to be (nmiih'd as fucE. 

BythelatvAd, agreatChaoeeisBiade. Peribns 
having a le»l SettlemeDt ai^di^ualified from exer- 
ciiing the Frofeffion in which, perhaps, tliey were 
bred, unlefs the Lord Chambtnain mall pleafe to 
give them a licenle, and Rogues and Vagabonds are 
qoalilieil by a Licenfe : So that a Power i» lodged in a 
Servant of the Court to diipenfe with a Law ; a new 
Power, I fiiy, is given, M^tnout any new Neceffity ex- 
prefsM in the Bilf, which I Uiink is not common, and 
which (eems to make ibmo little Alceratton in our 
Conftitoticm. 

Indeed, the Chamborhin*^ Power of Lioenfing 
Rogues and Vagabonds is confined to the hibtrtUs of 
Wiftmir^ttTy and the Plaees of his Majefty^s Refidence, 
er what wecal! die Verg* of the Cwrt, 

I am doabtfcd whether diis Claufe may not be at** 
tended witb feme J^icoaveniencies : F<^ if Rogues and 
Vagabonds can be proteAed no where but near the 
Courts it may draw thither fucb Swarms of diem as 
may prove a great Nufiuice to the Neigbourhood. 
'- That thb Aft win prevent ^ Miniuers from being 
&tirifed, is a Matter of whicb I am dubtoas '^-^{ot it 
will be impoffiUe to hmder ^ Publick from making 
Applications, Parallels and Anti-parallels : — When- 
ever the MiniAers are corrupt, ^1 Sncomiums upon 
Vertue will be undeHbod as fi> many Iromu "upoiv 
the Corruptions of thofe in Power, while the e^ipo- 
fing of Vice may be received as a dircd Satin upon 
them :— — You muft era^cate from Mens Minds the 
Ideas of Vice and Vertue, or turn your moft noWe 
Dramadck Pieces into pitiful Farces, confifting of 
nothing but Trick and Grimace, before you can ever 



bring tnis to pais. 

^ L 4 I am. 
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I am fuj^fing all this While, that the total Dcr 
flru^on of the Stage was not intended by the late 
A&. ; and yet the Power ^ven to the ChamberJain by 
it is fo extenfive, that I think, by a very little Stretch, 

he may do it: ■ — There are two Theatres indeed 

wliich adl by Vertue of Letters Pateat from his Ma- 
jeily's Fredecfffors j — but as the Chamberlain majw 
prohibit any Play, and iilenceany Adlor, if he fhould 
gradually prohibit them all, who can difpute it with. 
iiim ?- — Or fuppofe he ih«tild only pnohibit thole- 
Plays which are moll popular, I believe the Publick 
would be as well pleafed to have no Stage at all, as» 
Jiotto have the Plays they like. 

But if Things fliould be carried even to this Extre* 
mity, I am of Opinion the Stage will not &11 ; for the 
Chamberlain's Power (terrible as it is madeby thisi^d} 
extends no farther than over thoic who reprefent Plays 
for Money , and I have a Notion, that Gentlemen and 
Ladies would, in this Cafe, ad fome of the beft Plays 
themfelves, for their own Entertainmei^t and that oC 
their Fiiecds : — ^It would be particularly agreeable in 
the Country i as it would render it fbciable, it woulc^ 
be the Inter^ of Fathers and* Mothers to promote it^ 
9s it might be a Means to difpofe of their IHiaghters ; 
— Fornothing would fet-offa young Woman's Charm^ 
to fo much Advantage as the A^on neceilary in the 
playing a gentile Part. — —As thefe Plays would drawi 
the whole Country together, there would infellibly be 
a Number of Hearts caught,, and I ihould not doubt 
but, at the End of every Meeting, to hear of a great 
«nany Marriages. 

As to the Country Gentlemen,, tliey would, by. 
thefe Means, have good Opportunities of intermixing 
theExercifeofthe Mind with that of the Body, and 
furnifli their Heads with Sentiments which infpire the 
Love of Vertue and of Liberty » inftead of filling them 

with Oiiober 5 they would alfo acquire a graceful 

Manner of Speaking, which would fit them for thq 

Pub- 
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Publick Bufincfs of their Country when they were 
chofen to reprefent it 

It would be a very honourable Way of a Gentle- 
inan*s keeping up his Intereft among his Inferior 
Neighbours, by conveying good Sentiments into their 

Minds and mending their Morals. 1 fhould there 

fore think it advifeable, that the Play of Pafquin 
ihould be afted in every Borough in England^ a little 
before the next Eleftion<.— I think it might caution 
the People againft the Artifices of thofe who come to 
corrupt their Honefty with adulterate Wine, and more 
adulterate Promifes. 

It requires a cunning Head and an artful Hand to 
draw up a publick Bill in fuch Manner as to make it 
anfwer all die private Ends of the Projedors and Ma- 
nufadlurers of it, and at the fame Time to make it 
look plaufible to the World ;-— the private Motives 
mufl be concealed under Pretences of Publick Good, 
even- when they are directly deflru(5livB of it : By 
which Means it may happen, that the too great Fear 
of expofing them to Light, may difappoint the Pur- 
pofes of them. 

The poor Player may be laid undei*an Inca pr city 
of following his Trade ; but it will be dilHjuIt to im- 

pofe the fame Reftraint upon the Whole People : 

A Few, for the Good bf the Whole, may be confined 
and limited ; but the Whole cannot (I mean in a Free 
State) becaufe, when that is done, it muil be to hu • 
mour the Malice of one Man, or a very few, which 
muft demonflrate to the People that they are no longer 
a Free Nation. 

There feems to be fuch a Connexion betwrxt Liherty 
and the Stage, that fo long as the /W? remains, there 
will be fuch Things as Fla^i ; and fa long as there is 
a Theatre, Liberty will maintain its Ground there, 
tho* it fhould be banifh*d from every other Affembly 
in the Kingdom.— The Chamberlain may indeed prol 
kibit what the N^on likes ; but he will never be able 
L 5 to 
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to make them like what ht aj^proves : lij vain w ill 

Laws be made to fubmit Works of Wk and Genius tor 
the Judgiaaent of one Man* ;-^^— the Fublick will ac- 
knowleugp no fuch Laws .-^1.61 a kid Play be pre-^ 
lented to the Stage, backed wich the Authority of » 
thoufand Licenib, it will certainly be damned when it 
appears before the Audience^ ivhofe Judgments ard 
neither to be awed nor bribed; — -The Force of pub- 
£ck Opimon bears down all before it-^The mighty. 
Julius Cafar could neither inluence, nor c^troul it. 
—At his Requefl, LaUerus^ s RomdHf Knight, con* 
fended wkh another Poet. — When their Pieces^ were 
f eprefented before |he People, they unanimoufly pre- 
ferM the PFiBriQftht other ; which Vk^i^Ca^far &y out 
f© LalieruSf Etiamfa^^enie mg^ *viSus e$ Lalkri.^'^SQt 
that Liberty was txercifed in the Tres^tre even undei^ 
an Uforper, nay in dked QppoiitioA to his Opinio* 

T " a njr Thing which has the Icaft Appearance of 

an Impofidon unon the Faculties of the Mind, whiek 
Kature defigned iheuld be free and uncenfined, wilt 

?rove like a Reliance to a Spring, or ObfUd^ to** 
^onwit ;-«-^one augments the Strength of the fu:ik, the 
ethers add to the ktter^s Force and Aapidlity. 

The Frmk Cbmedians were certunly within the 
I)e(iurk)tion 6f Rogues and Va^d>onds, according to 
loth the A^ before-mentioned > for they have no le* 
pd Setdement here r Nay I am told, they have none 
m their own Countnr.-^If it beuived, that the Cham^ 
berkin's Licenfe, like the King's Faidonto Travton, 
refiored their Bkod, and rendered thtm let;4 Ao^ 
ton, they klvc ix^yed die Bene£t of that lieenfey 
Am: they have net been taken up bv Vertueef a War- 
rant from any of hk Makfty's Jiiftices of Feacc, nor 
treated as Vagabonds ; which is all the Chamberlain^k 
Liceofe could do fbir them. But the Fublick, which 
has a Ririit to r^ea New Flays, has alfo a Righe 
to rejea New Fkyen, and the FaUicklwaoC ina 
HOB^our to receive them* 
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,The 'Manner of their being introduced upon the 
Stage looked, as if there was aDefign of fbrcmg^then^ 
upon the Publick by the powerful Arguments ofSwonf 
and Gun; Arguments which I had much rather fee 
made U{e of againft the Spaniards Abroad* than our 
oon-arm'd People at Home ; and when the Gentlemen 
cif the Pit exerted themfelves, and difcovered that Spi- 
xit o£ Qppofition (a Spirit which I liope will always 
ihew itfelf againft whatever has the Appearance of 
Force) and had prevailed, I will own tlit, as to mj 
own Pait, Pity fucceeded in my Breail to Refentmeni, 
and I began to companionate the Condition of the poor 
Comedians^ who, as I am affuredy were invited to 
come over, and have been at coniiderable Expences to 
iput themfelves into a Condition to aft here.> ■ ■ ■■ 
They knew, that other Companies of French Come- 
dians, who, at different Times, were here before, had 
been well received, and I am told, they flattered 
themfelves with much better Succefs, becaufe they 
had the Rotation, in their own Country, of being 
much better A6tors than thofe we have feen before.— 
As they knew nothing of this new Law for the Regt^ 
latkn of our Stage ^ nqr of the Ihange Alterations it 
had wrought in the Diipofitions of me Pfeople, they 
liould have no Intentiosi to affront the Publick. ■ 

But, as to thofe who ient for them, I leave you to 
judge how much tjiw ftudy the Spirit of the People-; 
how much they cohftder dieir Pamons ; and what In- 
dulgence they are inclined to fhew to their Prejudices^ 
{^c. And, upon the Whole, I agree with you. That, 
if they do not make Good the Lofs of thcfe poor Co- 
medians, who may be near ruined by this Journey^ 
Uie Tjrcatmoit is both inhuman and injufir. 
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Saturday, Nov. 4, 1738- 



think,, the bcft Criticks have obferved. 
That Diafogut requires a peculiar Stile, 
difFerent from all other Kinds of Writ- 
ing :-— The Eafe and Freedom of Conr 

veriation muli appear ia it :• It mult 

. abound with certain Turns of Repartee 
which will give the Readers an agreeable Surprife : 
—It fhould refemble a natural Converfation, tho* it 
may be a little better . than what the Generality of' 
People arc fuppofed to freak extempore^ as a Pidure 
may be like, tho' hai^dfomer than the Original. 

Another Rule to be obferved is, that every Perfon 
moft fpeak in Chara6lerj.^the Porter muft not have 
the Sentiments or Language of the Gendeman^ nor the 
Gentleman run into the Vulgar Cant of the Porter : — • 
The Cit, the Pedant, and the Fop, muft be diflinguifK- 
ed by what they fay, as plainly as they could be: by 
their Air or Drefs in the Sireets. 

But tho' an Authx^r intends to reprefent very bright 
Perfonages in- his Dialogue^ they can have no more 
Wit than he is able to afford them ; by which Means 
it happens that, in feveral Comedies, the Qown and 
the Man of Parts arc no otherwife to be diffinguifhed 
than by what is fumifhed out of the Wardrobe. 

I am drawn in to difcourfe upon th£ Subjeft \iy read- 
ing the moft ftupid Dialogue that was ever yet compo- 
fed out of four and twenty Letters, which was pub- 
lifhed in the Gaxemers two or three Weeks fmce, tho* 
it was my Fate not to fee it till within thefe few Days. 

The: 
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*The DramaUs Terfona of this Dialogue hap? 
pen to be fome of the moft diltinguifhed Chai^ders 

which the prefent Age has produced; -the, two 

firil have Hiled eminent Employments in the State, up-^ 
on which they caft a Luftre by the great Abilities they 

fliewed in the Difchargeof them: But great Ta* 

lents in one Man mufl make another look very littl? 
who want$ them and happens to Tucceed in the fame 
Station ; and therefore it is no Wonder if thefe Geni- 
tlemen have been envied, when out of Power, by 
thofe who have been defpifed while in it. 

The th^'d Peribn in this Dialogui is that Genius m 
Poetry who is an Honour to our Nation, and of whom 
we may (ay,, as of the Phoenix, that there is icarce on« 
fuch bom in an Age.— It may be eafily imagined how 
exadly the Language of a Gazettur mull ^ adapted 
to fuch Charaders ! 

As I take it for granted that. very few of our Readr 
ers ever give them&ves the elegant Pleafure of I00I&- 
ing intp any of their Papers^ we ihall prefent them 
with a fhort Specimen of this Dialogue^ for their En- 
tertainment. 

The firft Speech is put into the Mouth of Mr. P—y^ 
who fpeaks as follows to L B' ■*. 

*• Upon my Word, Sir, yoahave, in this laft Polt- 
*' tical Mortar-piece, made fucK Amends for your 
^ long-lamented Abfence, as would, induce youi* 
** Friends to wiih you from them a^in^ oa Condition 
** of having fuch a Point put to your Patriot Quill. 

Dr. B — y has cleared up many obfcure Paflages in 
tlie Latin Poets, but I defy him, with all his Labour 
and Learning, to find out any thing like Senfe here 
^—making Amends for long Mfenu ly a Political Mortar- 
fiece — and bis Friends 'wiftnng him ahfent that fuch a 
Point might be put to his ^illf-^is inimitable :-*-The 
Readers will be apt to afk/What Point he means ? — 

Why> fuch a Point as a Political Mortar-piece. 1 

talj^ 
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Uktit, thtf have here hit the true Obftorc- in Ncm- 
ic»(e to great Pefle6tton. 

Whtt makes it particular is, that thefe People late* 
Iv exerted all their Dtilnefs ta ridicule the Method of 
biaiogue-nuriting upon Matters of State, and/etim- 
mediatelx after puplifli a Dialogue of their own, in 
whick three^Perldm, fiif^x>fed to be Friends, are in* 
troduced to abufe one another, to abufe Tome Writcn 
whom they are iaid to hare patroniled, and* eren to 
abufe theraielves : So exa^y have they obferved the 
Rules of Dialogue ! 

The firil Author they iall upon is the Ctf^fmajt, 
whofe Writines, from nrft to laft, have certainly ben 
confident, and whofe Sufibing^ for them I take to be 
a Kind of Hed^ to the Publick that he win not dc^ 
viatefrom thoiePrindples of liberty he has hitherto 
purfued ; — but the Charge aninft him is for Dube^, 
2iice he has wanted (as they uy) his ufoal Affiftancr, 
? — If thefe Writers could be fo happy as to arrive at 
the ^ime Kindof DQlnefs, I fancy their Patron wouU 
douUe their Wages.— -«lhit to conietathe Point 

It ispofl3>ie tM Craft/moM mav have received Sue- 
courfrcMn known »id unknown Friends : I only gu^ 
fo, by what ha$ haj^)cned to this Ft^ter, which» in the 
little Time it has fiibfifled, has received confiderable 
AfflSanoe frpm eaecdlent Hands ; they may therefore 
reproach us, that fome of the bef^ Things we poblifh 
arenono of our own; whereas Nobody can fay that 
ever they received the leaft AAfbgKe fifom any Fcrfim 
of Common Senfc. 

UtheCra/^finan was really grown dnD for Want of 
his ufual Aids, it may be Matter of Joy to diem, tho* 
certainly it would not be fo to the Publick; and if I 
was of that Omni^, I fhould congratulate didr IV 
tron upon it : But I am fo &r from thinking io^ that 
I am pc*tive he mufl very ktcly have fbuck thefe 
Writers dumb, had not Shimc and They took Leav» 
of each ether. 

The 
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Tile fecond' Peffon aimed at is the Aathor of a Pa^ 
per which about a Ycarfince, pvnited the fttk belong- 
ing to this, and was falfely jpaued^ for a Chle While, 
as coming from the (ame Hands, anfd which, for that 
Reafon, has been totally negledWd ly the Publick.^^ 
As we know nothing of hini!, we (halt txy nothing of 
j^im, but leave it to the honefl Booldelliert who was 
principally concerned in thai Pyracy, to anfwer fbi 
jUm. 

The third Char^ concerns tftc PeHbn who was the 
firil Projeftor of this Paper, and has written mdl ojt 
the E^s which have appeared in it ever iince.— « 
This ihall have a ihort Anfwer, tho' it comes from A 
Fen which can never hurt any Reputation. 

Our Diabgne-Wrifers arcpleafed to a&rt» thattho* 
Author lail named did^ for many Yeais ibllicit Fa« 
▼ours and Benevolence from, the Peribns ag^ft whom^ 
he now writes, and that, if he had fucceecM with 
them, he never would have ^neared in the Caufe hQ 
flow efpoufes, or to that EiRct— 'As this isfpoken 
with much Mafice, it looksas if thefe Gentlemen were 
Conicious to themfelves th^ to felUcit Favours from 
^eir Patrons is the nsod fcandatoas Thing a Mancaa 
be accufed of» and tho^ I little thpU£^t that they and 
I fhould ever be of the fame Opinioir, yet for once I 
will agree with them; ; and therefore I fiiv, if ever it 
fhould appear^ that the Writer of ttefe ^ff^ps ibllicitei 
Favour or Benevc^ence from the Perfbns hiQted at by 
them, oreverde£red to be employed by thein> or 
had any CoQdem, or ever follidted diredly or indire^ 
h to liaveany Concern with them, he will acknow- 
ledge himfelf'^to be a Scoundlrel ; which is all the De- 
fence he can make to this Accu&tion. 

But fmce I am entered into the anfwering. of Char- 
ges, I muft take Notice of another which is wka upoo 
the Cn^fman a^nd ujxm m, in fome Gaxeft^in of a^ 
bterDate than the former. 

After 
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After a long Preamble of our laying Hold on all 
Occaiions to abufe Perfons ih Power, it is faid. That 
wc have afperfed them,^ as if they had given Licenfes*^ 
to a Foreign Company of Players, while many of our 
own were difabled by Law from getting their Bread in. 

the fame Way. 1 am afraid wc fhall not be able to 

acquit ourfdves of this Charge fo dearly as of the for- 
mer ; for it muft be own'd that, in fp«iking of what 
has happened in Refpeft to the FrencJlf Comedians, wc 
have gone upon a Prefumption, that they had a Li- 
cenfe :— But the Gazetters affert, that noLicenfe 
was granted them, and have repeated it two or three 
Times, which is as much as to tell die World, that a. 
Foreign Company of Players were incouraged to come 
over here upon a Promife of Protedlion, and very in- 
nocently on their Side, were made inftrumental in 
breaking thro* an Ad of Parliament ; and that the Ci- 
vil and Military Power have both been madeUfe of 

«iigainft thfe Laws of the Land. It muft beowned^ 

that this is a very pretty Confeffion. 

If what the Gazetteers fay be true, fhouldwe notaflc> 
What is become of the Officer who commanded the 
Soldiers upon fuch a Service ? What is become of the 
Soldiers ? — But particularly,. What is become of that 
fine Gentleman t^e J*« ■ e I Has he made his Ef- 
cape ?— Are there Warrants out for apprehending him^ 
and the Reft? For, I thinks it is very natural to ex- 
pert to fee them hold up their Hands at the Oid Baify. 

When a Man falls into an Error which afR^b othci-s^ 
heo^ght to recantit and make the befl Satisfaftion for 
It he is able : But I confeis, I am puzzled what Terms 

to ufe in aiking Pardon for this Miftake. 1 think ic 

muft be fomewhatlike what follows. ** Gentlemen,. 
** for Want of true Information, we have run into a 
•* Miftake, and moft erofsly mifreprefented you, for 
" which we are heartify forryj but, as ic is the firfl 
** Fiault of that Kind we ever committed, we hope for 
•* Pardon botlffrom you and thcPublick;, and promilB 

« that 
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«* that we never will hereafter even fufpeft you of 

** deviating into any Thing like 

It is a very odd Manner of begging "Pardon, yet 
it is the beft the Thing will he»T. As to the Gazet- 
teersy we may prefume they were ordered to make 
this Declaration^ otherwife I can fee no Reafon, ia 
common Prudence, for blabbing out a Thing which, 
their Enemies had not fo much as charg'd their Pay- 
Mailers with ; but it is of a Piece with that Wifdomj 
which is fo confpicuoOs in every Thing they do, and, 
fo I leave them to extricate ihemfelves from thi^ 
Blunder as well as they can. 



mmr^ 




Saturday, Nov. ii, i7j8. 

' - - 

[VERY Ag^ has its fafhionable Fol-* 
LIES, as weU as its faihionable Vices : 
But, as FolUiszse more numerous than 
Vices f they change oftncr, and every 
four or five Years produce a new one.—? 
• I will indulge my Fellow-Subjefts in 
the full Injoyment of fuch Follies as are inofieniive 

in themfekes, and in their Confequences. Men^ 

as well as Children, nuift have their Play-Things : 
But when ILt nuga feria ducunt in Mala^ I fhall takti 
the Liberty to interpofc, reprefent and cenfurc. 

Fashion, which is always at firft the OiT-fpring 
of little Minds, and the Child of Levity, ^ns Streng|^ 
and Support by the great Number of us Relations, 
•'till at length it is received, and adopted by better Un* 
derftandings, who either conform to it to avoid Singu* 
larity, or who are furprifed into it, from Want of 
Attoiuon to an Objje^ which they look upon as in^ 

difterent 
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different in itfelfy and (b dignify and eftabliih tbe 
Folly, 

TTiis is the Cafe of a prefent prevaiUng Extrava- 
gancy ; I mean the abfiird and rK&cuIotts Imitation of' 
the Freneby which is now become the Epidemical Dif- 
temper of thb Kingdom : Not con^ned to thofe only 
from whom cne expeAs no better ; but it has even in- 
itdbd thofe whom one fhould hare thoo|;ht much a- 
bove fbch Weakndfes ; and I bdiold, with Indigna- 
tion, the fturdy Conquerors of France fkrunk and 
dwindled into die imperfect Mimics, or isdicukms Cd- 
racaturas of all its Lwity.— The Tuavefty is univcr- 
&1 ; poor England produces Nothing fit to eat, .or 
drink, Or w^ax* — ^^Qi^Ooath^, oar F«nutmsejr aay 
v^uf Food too, Slit is to come fisom Frfona', and I ^^ 
credibly inform*^ that a Poulterer at Cahih now ac> 
tually fuppli^ our polite Tabic? with, half their Pro- 
vi/ions. 

I dotft mcaiL ta nndrrvahfi the FtsiMdu'mmJL kaowr 
their Merit ; they are a chcarfai, indufbious, in»- 
ittous^ potile Fic^le^ and haye many Things in whicb 
i wift we did imitate them. Bvt, IHee trueMin»io^ 
we on^ ^pe^thefr Inper&aions^ smd awkwsutily oopf 
tbofe htrts which all seaftnaUe Frtnch-mm theraftivcA 
CMfeemn in the Ori^nals« 

H^this Folly went no fiuther than diiguifine botb 
oar Meats and our Selves in the French Modes, I 
ihottld bear it with more Patience, and content myfclf 
with reprefenting <mly to my C6untry FbUp, that the 
Me would make them fick, and the other ridicoloas: 
But when even the Materials for the Folly are to be 
l^ught over fit>m Franee too, it becomes a much 
4N« ferious Confideration. — Our Trade and Manu- 
fi^res are at Stake, and what feems, at firft Sj^ht^ 
only very filly, is in Truth a great National Evil, 
and a Piece of^ civil Immorality.- 

There is ftii^ feme Obedience due to the Laws <»f 
die JUuid, whidt 9an!&\Y prohibit Ae Importation of 

thefe 
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thefe Fooleries i and iadependantly of tho(e Laws, 
there is a ibong Obligation upon every Member of a 
Society to coBtribute all he can to the Benelit of that 
Society from which he htmielf wceives {o raany Ad- 
vant^es :-*— Theie are moral Duties, if I lAow what 
moral Do^ are r fiat I prefume they are awkward 
ones, and not £t to reftram the unbounded Fancy of 
£ne Gentlemen, and fine Ladies, in their Dreis and 
Manner of Living: And it is, certainly, much more 
feaibnable, that our Trade fhould deca^, and our Ma- 
Bu^ttren (tarve, than that People of Taileand Con- 
dition fhould content themfelves with the wretched 
Fi^duce of their own Country. 
' Methinks there is ibmethin^^ v^iy mean in being 
fiicli avowed Plagiaries; and I wond^ the Brhip 
Spirit wil} fubaut to it.— —Why wili our Country- 

snen thus diftruft themfdyes ? Let th^m exp^ theiv 

own Gemus and Inven^on. and I mskfi no Doubt 
fayt they will be able to jmduee as many origtnali 
Sxtrava^gancieft as all the Kforefchals efF^Mnce Qin do*. 
—How much more glo^ous wouM it be for thofcr 
liadies who eftablifli^ d£ Fafhlion here, to confider at 
the iame Time their own Dignity,^ and ^^^ public 

Good ? Let them not iervilely copy, or tridktp 

French £i>ict8, but let them ituiS^Onptisi Laws oi 

Aeir own. 1 look upon Ac Binh-l%y Cloaths of 

a fine Woman to be uve Statute of Drefs for that 
Year ; iand (by die Way) the only Stjitute which h 
complied with.-^—I therefore humbly intreat, that i]t 
may be ena^ed in EngUfh, Serioufly, if three or four 
Ladies at the Head of the Faihion would but value 
themfelves upon being doathed intirely with the Ma- 
nufadlures of' their own Country, and» from the Plc- 
iftitude of their Power, pronounce alj Foreign Manu- 
^i£iures u/^entilt, onvhward^ zvA frippery^ the Legions 
who drefs under dieir Banner would foon be as much 
afhamed of dreifing againtt their Country, as they are 

now of being thought even Natives of it ^This 

would 
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would be moreover the real Imitation of the FrencB^^ 
who like Nothing but their own. 

What I have laid with Relation to my Fair Goun^, 
try-women holds equally tn;^, as to my Fine Coun- 
try-men^to whlatm I cannot help hinting^ over and 
above^ that they make very ridiculous Frenchmen yZXid 
might be very v^Xushle Englijhmen.-^^ytxy Nation 

has its diftinguiftiiiig Mark and Charafteriftic If 

we have a Solidity which the Freneb have not, they 
moft certainly hav^ an Elafticity which we have 

not; and the Imitation is muluaily awkward. • 

Horace juilly calls Imitators, femjum peats ; and, to 

do him Juftice, he is himfelf an Original. If m% 

Country-men would be thought to be cvt^erfant mntb 
Horace, as they moft (f them woouldbe, I am fure thejF 
will find in him no Inflance of Foppery^ Luxufjy or 
Profujson» 

We have heard with Satisfadion, that fbme ccmfi- 
derable Perfons in this Kingdom, from a juft and be- 
coming Concern for our di£'eiIedTradeimtn and Ma^ 
nu^durers, difcountenance (as far as pofiiUe) this . 
pernicious Folly ; And, though I make no Doubt 
but, at the £nd of this long Mourning by whidi. 
Trade has fu&rM fo immenfely, fome Mealures will 
be taken to this Effeft elfrwbere : This would be the 
moft likely Way of eradicating the Evil ; and, as it 
is by no Means unprecedented to annex cert^iin Con- 
ditions to the Honour and Pritnlege of SuhjeBs appear- 
ing in the Prefince of their Sovereign^ — furely none can 
be jufler nor more reafonable than, that they fhould 
conform to the Laws, and contribute to the Good 
of their Country. 

But the Mifchief does not flop' here neither: 

For now we are not content with receiving our Fa- 
fhions, and the Materials for them, from France^ but 
we even export ourfelves in order to it/^ort them.-—* 
The Matter, it feems, is of too great Confequence 
to trufl to Hear-fay Evidence for; but. we mufl gp 

our- 
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.tjiirfelves to view thofe great Originals^ be able to (ay, 
of our own Knowledge, how luch a Glutton cats, 
and how fuch a Fool dreffes, and return loaded with 
the prohibited Tinfel, and Frippery of the Palais.-^ 
Half the private Families in England take a Tr/^, as 
they call it, every Summer to Paris ; and I am af- 
fored, that near four hundred thoufand Pounds have 
been remitted thither, in one Ynr, to fupply this 

Extravagancy 1 ■ Should this Rage continue, the 

Aft of Parliament, propofed in one of Mr. Congreve^s 
Comedies, to prohibit the Expirtation of Fods, will 
in Reality become ncceflary. — ■ ■ -Travelling is, un- 
queftionably, a very proper Part of the Education of 
our Youth, and, like our Bullion, I would allow 
them to be exported : But People of a certain Age 
beyond refining, and once ftanlped here, like our 
Coin, fhould be confined within the Kingdom. — - 
The Impreflions they have received make them cur- 
rent here, but obftruft their Currency any where 
clfe, and they -only return difeuifcd, defaced, and 
probably much leffened in the Weight. 

The fober and well-regulated Family of a Coun- 
try-Gentleman is a very valuable Part of the Com- 
munity ; they keep up good Neighbourhood by a 
decent Hofpitality ; they promote good Manners by 
their Example, and incourage. Labour and Induftry 
by their Confumptioa— ^— But when once they ruu 
French i (if I may ufe the Expreffion) and are to be 
polifhed by this l^rip to Paris ^ i will venture to af- 
fure them, that they may, from t^at Day, date their 
being ridiculous for ever wterwards.-— — *They are 
laughed at in France^ for not being like the Frtnch ; 
they are laughed at here for indcavouring to be like 
them ; and what is worfe, their mimicking their 
Luxury brings them into their Necei^ty, which ends 
in a moft cempleat Imitation indeed, of their mean 
and fervile Dependance upon the Court. 

I could 
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I could point out to tbefe Itinerant Spirits a mnth 
fliorter, lefe cxpenfivc, and more efifedual Method of 
travelling and frenchtfyvtg themfelves 5 which is, if 
chey would but travel to Old Soho^ and fb/ two or 
three Months in k ^artier des Grees ;*— "^Lodgings 
and Legumes are very cheap there, and the People 

very civil to Strangers. ^Therc too they might ppA- 

fibly get acquainted with fome^ Frentb People, whick 
they never do at Paris \ and, it may be, kam a littfe 
French^ which they never do in Fraua neither :— — 
And I appeal to any One who has ieen thofe venehb> 
ble Perfonages, of both Sexes, of the Rifugeu^iS ihty 
are not innnitely mc»e gentile, eafier, and better 
drefied, in the French Mourner, than any of their huh 
dem EtigUJh Mimics. 

As for our Fair Cduntry.women m partiailar, they 
are is^ valuable, fo beautiful a Part of oar own 
Produce, and in which wt ib eminently excel adl other 
Nations, that I can by no Means allow of their £x* 
portation :— — They are furely (if I mav fay fo) 
mUchmore valuable Conmodiiies ttanWoolly orFtd- 
lers-Earth, the Exportation of which is. fo firidlly pro- 
hibited by our Laws, left Foreigners Should have the 

manu&dluring of them ; which Reafoning holds 

fironger, upon many Accounts, in this Cafe, than in 
the two others. 

Let it not be urged^ that the Lo(s arifmg from 
thefe Follies are but a trifling Obje£i with Relation to 
our iTrade in general.*—— This, for aught I know, 
might have been true fome Years ago : — But foch is 
the prefent unhappy State of our Trade, that I doubt 
00 Objed is now a trifling one, or below the Atten* 
tion of every Individual.——— After fix-and-cwemy 
Years Peace, we labour under every one of the Taxes 
which ftibiifted at the Condufion of the kft cxpcn- 
five War, without reckoning fome new ones kid on 
£nce ; while otl^Nations^ graduaUy eafed of ^m 
^ Bur- 
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Burden, under-work, and under-fell us in every Fo- 
reign Markjgt The laft valuable Part of our 
Trade^ how has it been attacked &r theie many Years ? 
And how* has it been prece£bd ? It would be 
unreafonable to exped, that the Adninilhation^ is- 
groped by much greater Ouies, fhoold attend to fo 
trifling a Coniideration ad Trade ; nor can one wonder 
that It has.intirely efcaped the Attention of Parlia- 
mentSj when one confiders, that {o many Affairs of 
a modi higher Natare have, of late, fo advantage- 
oufly efl^oy'd them.' But it, therefore^ becomes 
taofc peculiarly the Care of every Individual ; and if» 
from the Reformation only of thofe FoUies here men- 
jtian*d, five or iix hundred thouiand Pounds a Year 
may be ikved to the Nation, which I am convinced 
is the Caie, how incumbent is it upon cvtry one to 
iacrifice a little private Folly to fo much public 
Good I It may at leaft be a Repo-ieve to our 
Trade and Manufadtures from that Ruin which, at 
bdH, feems to be too near them, and poffiUy too the 
£xamplesofy&;»f {Hivate People may, at lafl, fhame 
€ihers (whofe more immediate Care it ought to be) 
into fome Degree of Attention to what they have fo 
.Jong feemed to negle^ and defpife. 
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Saturday, Nov^ iS, 1738^ 




HERE is Nothing cafts fo bright a 
Loftre upon the Aftions of thofe em- 
ploy'd in the Adminiftration of a Go- 
vernment as a juft Regard for the Lives 
and Fortunes oif their FeUoiv-Subje6ls, 
in the Circumflance of a nice and ju- 
dicious Choice of Fcrfbns proper to -fill the Seats of 
Juftice.— ^ — The whole People in all Nations are 
interefted in the Chara6bers of thofe who are ap- 
'-pointed to interpret -and execute the Laws ; but 
in Countries of Trade it is much more fo, becaufc 
a great Number of Difputes muft unavoidably arife 
•out of Commerce, which cannot happen in other 
Nations-: So that every Man's Property may one 
Time or other lie before the Judge. 

I take it, that it is not always he who is the 
moll learned in the Law, who is beft qualified to 
fit in the Seat of Juftice ; much lefs is he, who has 
tio Qualification bu^ a Knack of prating which fome 
call Eloquence.--»*-This laft Accomplifhment may be 
of great Ufe tQ ithe Pleader, to get him Money and 
Bufinefs while he is at the Bar; for it will ferve - 
his private Turn if k only tiddes and amufes the 
Client, tho' it does him no other Service : But, to 
fay the bell of it, it is oftner employed to deceive, 
than inform the Judgment.' It fhould there- 

fore be left at the fer, and feldom or never rife 
t« the Bench, where Integrity and a found Judg- 
ment are the Qualifications abfblutely lequired. 

It 
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' It is a true Obfcrvation made long ago, that thofe 
who extcl in a certain Volubility of Tongue, with 
a great Readinefs and Command of Words, and are 
therefore commonly calPd Orators, are feldom Per* 

fonsof Judgment. A Judge ihould have a folid 

Underflanding, his Conceptions and Ideas mufl be 
clear, and he muft be ingenious to diftihguifli Truth 
from the hiik GlofTes, and little Subtilties, which 
Pleaders always indeavour to throw over a bad Caufe j 
and therefore one who is merely a florid Orator will 
not be able long- to fupport the Dignity of the Bench 
with any great Honour. 

. But, above all, a Judge (hould be a Pcrfon of 
lingular Integrity of Mind, as well as remarkable 
Steadinefs of Behaviour. — Upon the Bench, he (hould 
certainly aft as if we had neither Acquaintance, 
Friends nor Relations exilting. — I need not, I pre* 
fume, take Notice that he muft be intiiely free from, 
or (if I may ufe the Expreflion) untainted with the 
Prejudices of Party ; for wherever that Malignity in- 
feds the Mind of a Judge, it proves a Sourfe of per- 
petual Injuftice : So that it feems unneceilary to men- 
tion it at all. 

A jull and honeft Adminiftration will, at all Times, 
inquire into the private Lives and Charadlers of 
thofe whom they intend to inveft with the Scarlet 

Robe : For as it is not to be worn, as formerly, 

only during the Pleafure of thofe who beftow it, they 
cannot divell them of it again, tho' it Ihould be after- 
wards found that they are not gifted witlt Talents 
equal to4t. 

The Vertues and Vices of one who has never 
adied in a publick Station cannot, perhaps, be gene- 
rally underftood, or known ; but Men are apt to 
difcover their Paflions in little Things : He who is 
a Tyrant in his own Family, or among his Neigh- 
bours, will be a Tyrant on the Bench 5 and I Ihould 
take it for a Certainty, that^he who afted unjuftly 

You II. M by 
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by kis Cl^ts, t>r las Tenants, will make a very 
niguft Jadge : ■ And, there^>re, it is xiecefiary 
to know Sow Men have adted in -a private Cha^ 
n^r. 

I think there are many Inftances of Princes, who, 
having a Deffgn to prefer Men to Seats of Jafticc, 
have firft made U(e of Arts, to try idbem, throwing 
Temptations in their Way 9 and, ^according as they 
have fk>od 'die Teft, have either rejeded or con« 
firmed them. I am very itnGhk, mtit fome Men 
an Power have pretended, that it is 'extremely diffi- 
cult for a Minifler to defend himfelf againft the 
ImportHniioes of bold and forward Men who are ever- 
laftinaly puihing for Preferaient ; and I am not iii- 
fenfiue, that they are fometimes worried with the 
^llicitaittons of Creatures without Shame, who think 
that often asking is a mighty good Title to any Em- 
ployment whatfoever 1 But I will beg Leave to 

lay, that where this happens it is thek own Faults ; 
for if they fought out Merit, and preferM it when 
they found it, thofe Men of Front would begin to 
defpair^ and tho" fuch Minifters would not hav€ 
fuch Clouded Levees as others, they would have 
Friends who would do them IxKh Honour smd Cre- 
dit, which the others never have:*— And if a Mi- 
tiifter ihould excofe himfelf for preferring fbme nnde- 
ferving Animal, by %ing, that he had tex2fd him 
into it by the Fofce of his Impudence, we muft 
cxpefl to fee nothing but Abafe of JuAiee under fuch 
an Admhiifhration. 

In former Times, the Judges were generally 
thofen from amoi^ that Order of the Long Robe 
-which we call Serjeants ——Thofe who, by a 
iong Courfe of Pra&ce and Experien^, were known 
to have attained a moft confummate Knowledge of 
the Common Law, were diftinguifhM from their 
IBrethren by the Honour 6f the Cwf 5 and this Or- 
der was looked upon to be a Kind rf Norfery fw 

Judges. 
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Judges. The Order fHll continues, tho' 1 think 

the lame Regard is not pay'd to it as heretofore ; for 
we fee Men often lifted into a Seat of Ju^ce from 
a more inferior Rank, without refting there :— • 
It is true that, by a private Calf, they pafs thro* 
Ser/eantS'lxm i-^But they ufe it like a Turn-Stile to 
)nm thxo^, and do it with fo much Hafte and Preci- 
pitadon, that they fcarce ftop by the Way to ialute 
their Brethren, 

But here I ought not to pafs by in Silence ho\^ 
Well the Great Men of the prefent Admlniflration 
have latisfied the Hopes and £xpe6iations of the Peo- 
ple, as well as their own Confciences, in difinter- 
tiled and moft upright Choice of Perfons to fill the 
Scats of Juftice; not only in Weftminfier-Hallf but 
:their fetherly Oire has extended to the Kingdom of 
Ireland and Principality of Wales 5 and, tho' thefe 
Subjcds are ferther removed from the Eye of the 
Court, they arc equally in its Care and under its 

Prote^on -.1 -The Minillers have done what we 

have {aid before all good Miniilers ought to do ; 

they have fought out for obfcure Merit, and lo ! 
they have found it.-^^^ — ^They have, J fay, drawn 
into Light and Obfervation Merit which, was it not 
for their kind Patronage, and fatherly Care, might 
have remained obfcure and unobferved to the Day of 
Judgment 

But to return from M^Tience we have digrefs'd.— • 
It is -not the Msmh with a |;lib, ilorid Tongue, nor 
lie who is Iqumed in Chicane, and ingenious in 
QuibUe, who wiU grace the Seat of Juifice, but it 
is the Man of ibund InteUe^, i\onell and uncorrupt 

of Heart. Without D^^,^ a folid Judgment 

ought to be a fh'ong'^i4M9mmendation ; but a well- 

diipofed Mind ought to be a much Ibonger,- not 

but that they often accompany each other ; and we 

have Rqafon to knoTV, by the Experience of feveral 

Vcarsy ^t none is fo eafily corrupted, no Crea- 

M z . ture 
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ture has fo fbrong a Biafs to be a Knave, as a Block- 
head. 

Of all the Trufts which a Government has to 
bellow, that of a Judge requires, that the Perfon 
upon whom it is conferred ftiould enter upon it with 
a mofl unexceptionable Charafter. — ^The fame Rule 
which we obferve in judging of Women will direfl 

us to judge of Men. -When a Woman once de- 

.clares, that fhe does not care what the World fays 
cf her, i give her for gone, and I take it for gran- 
ted, that, if fhe is not a Proflitute already, (he 

intends to be fo : And if a Man fhould make 

the fame Declaration, it is my Opinion, that he is 
already fit for any Villainy which the moil corrupt 
Minifter can put him upon ; — but if fuch a Perfon 
ihould be placed upon a Bench, would any Man think 

his Property fafe ? As to my own Part, if I had 

a Caufe to be heard before a Judge who I knew 
had betrayed fome Truft which had been repofed in 
him, and afted with a mofl profligate Contempt of 
Reputation, before he was raifed to the Bench, I 
ihould think myfelf irretrievably ruined, tho' my 
Caufe was the honeflefl and clearefl of any had 
ever been brought before a Court of Judicature. 
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Saturday, Nov. 25, lysS. 



Little cxpefted the Honour of ever 
hearing again from the fine Gentleman 
who, iome Time fince, was dillinguifn- 
ed in this Paper by the Title of the 
Drapper Hugonot : I took it for granted < 
that he was moved oflf the Premi fes, and 
^'as fled at leaft as far as the Ce^vennois i for con fide j- 
ing the Parts he lately a£lcd in the Pit and in the Gtt^.>'f' 
teer^ I thought he never would have fhewn liismodeli 

Countenance in this Country more. But it fcems 

thofe who are cither above or below Reputation, are 
never to be conquered in Battles of the Pen. Our 
Dapper Hcroe fcoms to yield, for no other Reafon but 
becaufc he has been defeated, ^d therefore he returns 
to the Charge, with the Resolution of a Man who is 

iM)t to be put to the Blufh. 

I intended to have bellowed upon hijn only a few 
Lines, by WayofP^/>/; But as his Brother ^^/, 
who fublcribes himfclf ^/Vw, has taken up the Cud- 

fels in his Quarrel, and as 1 don't know but the whole 
ofle of Miniilerial Dunces may have Orders to make 
a Point of this Defenfe, we hope that will ferve as 4 
fufficient Apology to the Publick for our taking up fo 
much of their Time, to-Day, about a Perfon, whom, 
we find, they fcarce think worthy even of Ridicule. 

It is pleafant enough to hear him rave about Falf* 

hoods chargM upon hxm in this Paper ^ and yet is not 

able to difprove any one Faft ; n:iy, the only Thim 

he has vtntaiedto deny is the Charge of being a very 

M 3 coo- 
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contemptible Creature, but as neither he nor we (tho* 
we have ftrom; Circumftances on our Side} can pofi- 
tively decide that Point,' we muft be obfiged to leave 
it to the Pablick who, certainly, are the befl Judges, 
——whether they defpife him or not. 

As to his being ftamp'd with the Name of Hugonoty 
which fticks fo much in his worihipful Stomach, we 
(hall fay a Word or two more upon that Head. ■ ■ ' ■ ' ' ■ 
I think he is intitled to the fame Didindlion with bis 
Country Folks oi Spittle-Fields j and Les ^mrtieres De$ 
Grecs" — Wlio, fince they have honoured this Country 
with their Reiidencc, nave undoubtedly had Chil- 
dren 5 but, as we don't know who are and who are not 
born here, if they ihould alt think {it to deny the Cf'« 
lennoisy No-body will, I fancy, take the Pains todif- 
p! ove them : Wherefore, fo loon as ever lie difowiic j 
ir, we gave it up. 

In his firfl Defence he denies that he knew anything 
cf files of Mufqueteers being upon the Stage : Where- 
u|)on we put him in Mind of the Officer who called to 
him from one of the Boxes, and told him, *« if there 
*« were not Soldiers enough, he had Orders to fend 

** more.** To which he returns this prevaricating 

Anfwer : 7'kdt be might hno^uo there nxiert mSerrat tht 
^eatre, nvithout knowing they <were upon the Stage, 

He next defies us to prove he knew any thing of th^ 

Soldiers upon the Stage. ^This Affurance amazed 

me, tho' I am no Stranger to the Charafter of my 
MaiL— I do affert, that, before the Curtain was drawn 
top, he (aid tdthe Ofiicef, *• That, if the Soldiers ^tre 
*• to appear up<in the Stage, it would have a Very 
•' wwd EfFed.** T6 whidi the Officer alifwcred, 
«* Th^t he would order the Serjeant to obey him." 
And, accordingly, they wcrd commanded upon- tho 
Stage. — Let him denv this if he dares. — ^The Officer 
isa Gentleman, and I am very fure, if caird upon, he 
Wl not fhuffle, or prevaricate?, to bring you o& 

Dia 
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Did you not declare. Sir, you was fent by Diredioa 
(bv the By he mud be a hopeful Tool of a J c 

who will ad as he is direfted f) ^Was it notqwily 

talk'dof in every Coffi^Houfe, from fflfitechafel x.<^ 
St James's^ that the Ufc now made of an Ad of Par- 
liament which originally save univerTal Difgoft^ was 
fuch an Infult upon the Nation as was not to be in- 
dured } And muil not your Diredors know that the 
Gentlemen of the Pit would oppofe the Players Ad- 
ing ? And were not both you and the Soldiers fent to 
compel the Town, by Force, to receive them, even 
contrary to Law ? For fb it certainly was, as they had 
210 lacenie. 

You aflc very pertly. What *would this Man (mian- 
ing your humble Servant) ha*u4 exAmimd ? Whether 
there luas a Riot or not? That 1 believe (iay you) is out 

ff^ all Doubt. Is it out of all Doubt? So much the 

worfe for your Worfliip— You aflc next, Will the 
Players having no Lieenfe juftijy a Riot /'-—•No certain- 
ly ; but it makes thoie who aided and a^tted them 
guilty of Aat.Riot, thatjs to fey, the Soldiers on the 
ikage, and a certain little, bufy Animal in the Pit, o£ 
whom you feem to entertain a wonderful Conceit. — r 
I will not deny but, if the Proclamation had been read 
(which Some-body was fo wicked as to attempt to 
read) the Gendemen of the Pit, tho* they were oppo- 
£ng an unlawful Ad, muft have been obliged to aiC- 
perie, a» well a? tlie4^;^ters. 

I will now give you my humble Opinion, how I 
fonceiy^ a Gentleman ia the Commi^n of the Peace 
loight have l)eh^ved in fiich an AflMur.-- — If any Per- 
tm had pretended to have fent him Diredioos what to 
do, (tho* it had been even the Firil Minifter) he would 
have returned fuch an Anfwer as the Affiront deferved^ 
pod not hate {pone :— But if a Gentleman in the Com<* 
mLflion had accidentally happened to be there, and ha4 
iten any thiii^ tendii^ towards a Riot, before the Flay 
bqgaiv Jbe^ BUght bave demanded of the Players, ia 
M 4 French^ 
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French^ to produce their Licenfe.— — If they had 
no fuch Thing, he might have told the Gentlemen of 
the Pit, in good Engli/h, that the Players were adling 
contrary to Law, and that, if they proceeded, he 
would commit them ; which would have made all 

eafy : But a Gentleman in the Commiflion of the 

Peace need not have join'da Body of Soldiers in aid- 
ing and abetting thofe who were afting againft Law, 
nor need he wickedly have drwwn a Proclamation up- 
xjn the Audience, which, perhaps, might have fub- 
jefted fome of them to the Penalties of Felony. 

They who will fubmit to Orders, muft go accord- 
ing to Orders ; and, very poflibly, it was not in a cer^ 
^ain Gentleman^s Inilrud^ions to demand the Licenfe 
— for that would have fpoiled the whole Defign. It 
lias however convinced all Mankind, that there is a 

^Jeceflity for repealing the Riot Aft. It waspafs'd 

at a particular Crifis when the Government was 
xhreatned with imminent Danger of Infurreftions all 
over the Kingdom, and the very Perfon who brought 
it into the Houfe faid, that, undoubtedly, it would be 
repealed when the Danger fhould be over.— — ^There 
is Reafon to apprehend that Gentlemens Lives are not 
iafe even in the Midil of their Divefiione, while fuch 
a dangerous Weapon is lodg'd in certain Hands : Fojr 
who can anfwer but fome low. Trading Tools may be 
put into the Ccromiflion of Peace, whofe only Merit 
jnay be that they will aft againft Law at the Comr 
mand of their Superiors ? 

^ We faid, that if -there had been a Riot, or any 
Body kiird, thofe who were aiding and abettine the 
Perfons in an illegal Aft, muft be guilty both of the 
Riot and the Murder. ■ To which you anfwer, 

this is a DoSrifte the Juftice is a Stranger to. ■ I be- 
lieve fo too ; but it is a Doftrine the Juftice ought not 
to be ar Stranger to. 

You fay next, it is fuch Law as ivas never hear J of 

in Weftminfter-Halk Ofief Mr. J. ■ ■ g, thit 

.. ia 
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is carrying that Matter too far, and I am afhamed for 

you you fhould have had the Grace to have adyifed 

with fome Attorney's Clerk of a Year's ilanding'ar 
leaft, before you ventured to expofe yourfelf in this 

outrageous Manner.— —Blefs us f what will the 

Conftable and Beadle (ay, when they llnd out that 
Mr. J ■ e is not half fo good a Lawyer as either 

of themfelves. 

Indeed, my Friend, it requires a great Deal more* 
Art than you are Matter of^ to give any tolerable Co- 
lour to fuch Behaviour as yours. — He who adls wrong, 
fhould have a large Fund of Wit to defend himfelf, 
or at leaft Wit enough to hold his Tongue ; neither 
of which fall to your Share.— —Had any Life been 
loil in that Riot, as you call it, your Condition, and^ 
that of the Soldiers, would have come up to the Cafe^ 
of Lord Dacres.-^^He, and fome others, out of a Fro- 
lick, had a Mind to go a Deer-ftealing, which was 
look'd upon, in young Gentlemen, as^a Piece of Gal- 
lantry in thofe Days. Going into a Houfe by the 
Way, they fell into Company with fome ether Per- 
fons, and therfi happening a Quarrel, one of his Lord- 
ihip's Friends was kill'd. They were all tried for it ^ 
my Lord and his Company were brought in guilty of^ 
Murder ; the others only of Man-flaughter : The Rea- 
fon was,, it appeared. That my Lord and hk Friends 
were in an unlawful A^, and therefore were aiifwcr- 
able for every bad Confequence which might happea 
in thePurfuitofit. 

Firft : It appears jiainly, that the Comedians were 
in an unlawful Aft. 

Secondly : It appears, that fome Soldiers, and a little 
bufy Gentleman, who is neither Soldier nor Lawyer, 
did aid and abetthem in that unlawful A6t. 

Thirdly : It appears, that they did it by Direftlon, 
which aggravates the Crime, becaufe it fhcws it was 
premeditated. 

M 5 Fcurthlj-,^ 
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Fourthly, and lalUy : It appears, that, according 
10 our Laws, they run the Hazard of bebg hanged. 

I forelee that your Ambition will be your Roin, and 
you will have Reafon to curfe the Day whenyoa firft 
afpired at the high Honour o( being made a J— e. 
Happy had it Men for you to have been humbly con- 
tent to have writ Petitions for invalid Soldiers, or diA 
ablcd Sailors, or tranflated Letters, from Frinch to 
Engiiy^y or from Enjfltjb to Trench^ with a Board at 
your Door, modeuly infcribed Herblivsth a 
TaANStATOR, than to be rais*d fo vaftly high as to 
make your Head giddy. 

You mull know I am a Piece of a Portune-TcHef^ 
and therefore I could not help putting on my Spefia- 
cles that Night, and examining the Lines of your Phi- 
iiognomy, which (I am forry to fay) forebode ioayt 
fcurvy Mifchance to happen to you.— ^Your evil Ge- 
nius is bufy, and I am afraid will make Ufe of your 
Folly and Vanity to undo you. -Your Friends (if 

you have any) cannot do better than to lock you up» 
and keep you from the Ufe of Pen, Ink and Papef , and 
alfo from the Sight of great Men ; for, if the Ruled 
of my Art do not fail me, the firft illegal Jobb yott 
are put upon, which raiies any Clamour, you will be 

fiven up, and then there's an End of his Worfhipl 
lowcver, I hope there will be Time allowM you to 

repent ; and you will certainly be pitied by all the 

Oyfter Wenches of Sotbmii^ who, no Doubt, will 
fay, as they commonly do of other unfortunate Gen- 
tlemen, that you are a very hand&me Man ; which 
will be fome Comfort to a Perfon who does not want 
Vanity : Not to mention the Tears of all the Gin-In- 
formers who will attend to fee your Exit, As to my 

own Part, I am in fuch Charity with you, that, if you 
icn^ to me, I promise to write your Lad Dying 
Speech, Gratis. 

You deiirc we may (hew the Publick fome Infhnces 
of youiValour^j which w^ thought altogether unne- 

crfiary % 
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ceflkry ; but, llnce yoa iniUt upon it, with ib> 

jnucK Eageroeg, to oblige you, 1 can ooly &x» tlu^^ . 
H few Years fince^ there wu a certain Account, in our 
iNrwi'Pafirs, of a Civil War which broke out be« . 
tweena Cbople of Weftmit^tr I— — — es, who, meet- 
ing in a Cof^-Houfe, one of them was io cowardly as 
to cane the other ; but however the Peribn caned was^ 
io <vahroMs as to take the Law. Now die World was 
malicious enough to report, that yourfelf was One of 
the Two ; but I defire to be excuied from naming: 
which of them, for I would not willingly fiiy any 
thing to diicompoTe a Gentleman under your unhappy 
Circumftances. 

As to your raving againft me, 1 impute it to that 
Diftra^H^ of MiiKi, which your Fears havcthrowi^ 
you into, and therefore I forgive it :■ ■ ■ i 'But I thinlc 
your Friends may make Ufe of it to your Advantage y 
and if you &11 into a n^w Scrape, they may pJcad notr' 
eompos mmtis for you,.and I myielf could be of Scrvico^ 
in proving it 

If you ihould recover your Senics, I iwfx doubt 
but you will own that I ai» the beft Friei^ yoo eveic 

had: ^Ihav9 help'd you to a Cafe of Law i " m 

a Thing you never Knew in your Life before :--*— If 
I have made you mad^ k may be the Means oS iaving^ 
your Life :«*— — But if your malicious Sdurs have d^ 
creed it otherwise, I have promifed to writie you Lmfi 
Dying Speech; What would you have mar^?-*^-^f 
tfuRk there is nothing eKe to be dooe, but to picay fof 
you, and fo my jpoor unfortunate, Jittle^ Meo£eaj& 
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Honesty,/ 

Am- fcftrce able to exjarfe thcPIeafuie 
"Toor Letter gave me ; for it came tof 
my Hands at a Time that I really be-» 
Kin to fear diere was not one of yoan 
Branch of our Family left in the Land 

of the Living. 1 affure you, there 

ivzs nothing I longed for fo much, as the Satisfaftion 
of feeing yeur Face once more before I died; but 
where to begin my Enquiiy feem'd a very pniasling. 

Af&ir : §:>me advifed me to feek you among the 

Gentlemen of the long Robe ; but this Advice was 
owing to their Ignorance of a Piece of fecret Hif^ 
lory relating to your Branch of the Family, I 
mean, that Injunction which one of your Fore-Others 
hk upon his^ Deadi-bed, to his Pofterity, that none 
of tiiem- fhoold ever engage in the Pradice of the 
Common Law; And therefore, without makings 1117 
Enquiry, I went into the City : All the Account 
J itceiv^d there was from fome old Traders, who. 
laid^ that they rememberM fuch a Perfon upon* 
Clumge before the Eftablifhment of Funds and StodkSy. 
but they fuppofed you were either broke, or dead,, 
or retired into the Country, for they could not re- 
eoUea to*lttvefeen you fince.< ■ I Uicn todc a. 

Tour 
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Tour about the Country, where I met with ieveral' 
diat knew you, who told me, that the hi^h Taxeai 
had obliged you to break up Houfe4ceeping, and 
tiuit, not being longer able to maintain the fame 
Hofpicality your Fore-Others had done before you, 
you were retired to America ; for they had heard you 
&Y9 you were refolvM tapafs the refl of your l>9Ly9 
among Savages* 

Upon this I retum'd to Town, where it was whif- 
per*d me, that yon had been taken up foP' a Plot 
againft the G . 

I was not without Apprehenfion that there might 
be fomething in this laft Report; for i had besn 
credibly infbrmM, that a certain great Man had con« 

cdvM a moft implacable Averfion to you ; that, 

at his own Table, when he was furrounded by his 
Fools and his Flatterers, his general T<^ck of Con-^ 
verfiition was either to rail at you, or, in his ruf^ 
tick,, ill-bred Way, to ridicule you ; and thofe Signs 
of Men who are his Favourites, and who are no 
more than Ecchoes of him, have often been heard 
to fay, that they hoped to fee you hang'di— • 
Put your Letter has dear'd up m^ Doubts, and fince 
I know you are alive, and at Liberty, I am eafy. 

As to your Requeft, to be taken into my Sen^^ 

I conient to it Dt hon camr. 1 have already 

done fomethine fi>r a remote Relation of ours who 

was out of all Bu£nefs,- yon ntuil have heard 

of him, his Name is Wit ; he formerly writ for 
the Stage, but being excluded from the llieatre, by 
the late licenfing A€t, I employ him now and then 

to write a Paper for me. What he has done 

has been very well teceivcd by the PuUidc ;^bttt^y 
hats him, at Court, as diey do the Devik 

I am fbrry you did- not confolt me, before yo« 
took thofeSteps mentioned in your Letter in ordor 
to introduce yourfelf again into the Woiid ; ■ 
It might have laved, you fomc TMbk, and not t 

litUft: 
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little MortificatiQn.— *— — I flKyuU certainly have put' 
it oat of your Head to think of getting into a pubUck 
Employment ; for, tho* there arc ftiU livii^ a gitat 
many Well-wiiherB to our Family, they are in na 
Condition to prefer us :— ^Befides, that Enemy of 
yours, whom I ^ention*d bdRme, is in League with 
m common Froititute (who, of all Creatures living, 
hates you the moft) without whofe Advice smd Af-^ 
ftfbmoe he does no one Thing; in this World ; nay, 
his own Tools oonftfi, that if ihe was to leave hint 
but one Week, he muft certainly be undone.^— 
The Intimacy betwixt them is puUkkly known, fo 
diat to nlme her, is not puUidung a Scandal : She 
is call'd BaiBERY. 

Whether it is a Marriage, or only an Amour be* 
twixt them, they have Iffiie two Buighters, Lmxufy. 
and Poverty I* ^the £rft is {bme^Years older 

than her Sifter, whom, for that and fome other Rea* 
fons, (be takes upcm her to command ; fhe makea 
the unhappy Creature her Slave, takes from her 
all (he earns by her Labour, and fquanders it away 
in a thousand Extrava^mces. 

To defcribe her truly, fhe is a capricious, vain^ 
(enfelefs Creature, widi a thouiand Vices, and yet 
fhe has more FoUy than Vice ; for, tho^ (he fcarce 
j^Skrm her Sifbr Food and Ramient, fhe will have 
her always dole at her Heels, as if fhe was pioad 

to kt tiw Woiid fee how fhe treats h&. I 

leave you to judge, whether aPerfiin of your Cha^ 
i»£ier conld cxped IVeferment in fuch a Family. 

But these is fome Hope, that you may meet with 
better Quarter, If you wSl hat €Xo& the Sea ; for I 
]Kive been informed, by a very kanied Gconk)gi^,^ 
that the preftat Caidiaal Flimy is defixaded iiom« 
firandh of ous Family that was iettlcd in France : 
Bfefides,dttieiBaFc«naleficiiuniofettrs, who went 
«ver 10 that Kingdom fome Years ago» that has great 
fomt «k1 hmtdt Aext, and> as Jt is pofHiie yoi» 

may 
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may not have heard her Story, I will tell k you in 
as few Words as I can. 

I {hail defcribe her Peribn no farther than hy ob* 
fervingy that there was iuch an inexpre fl fe l e Sweet** 
nefs in her Looks^^and Modefty in her Behaviotff» 
that at her firft A^>earance in this Town it was ex* 
pcfiW fhe would have been admired by all the Worid, 
and have been, at leaft, a reigning Toaft : But thofc, 

at the Head of the Pafhion thought othcrwife; 

that Beauty, which would have delighted Perfons of 
any Tafte, could not move them (o much as to be 

ci^ to her ; they did not only flight her them- 

^Ives, but they encouraged every Body clfe to flight 
her.. If flie went to vifit the wife of a grca^t 

Man, the firft Time flie was told, my Lady is not 
at Home ; the fecond Time, die Pcnrter, after the 
rude Manner of thofe that are better fed than tauglit, 
bid her go about her Bufinefi, his Lady would not 
fee her.— At laft, the very Citizens began to 
affiront her ; and a Mercef s Wife, in a pert Manner, 
told her, flie*d have her to know, flie Kept no fuch 
Company : And when flic appeared at the Drawing- 
Room, or an AflfemWy, Nobody would fpeak to hcr^ 
■Such was the Treatment Ikewn to our Kinf- 
Woman, whofe Name was OEcohomy. 

What added to her Mortification was, that two 
\igly Creature, the moft oppofite to her both in Pfer- 
fon and Mind, as well as oppofite to each odier* were 
careisM by the People who ruled the Roaft.— — 
One of thefe was a moft infernal Hag, of Af^eEk hi- 
deous, her Nante was Avarice ; the other, a proud,, 
flauntine Hufiy, calPd Profusion r it is not to Ije 
exprefs^d what Court was paid thefe two ugly Mon- 

fters : If they were feen at Court, or tlw Otera, 

every Body bowM to them, every Body made Way 
for them ; they were even employed in Ai&irs, and. 
hadgtheir difierent Departments in Bal»ic6.-^-^<k- 
rict was the M^majer t^n a Job Q&r*d &r the private 

Advan- 
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Advantage of the Men of Bufmefs ; when any Thing, 
was to be done for the Publick, it was left to Profu^^ 
film ; and the Cant among them was, that Nobody un- 
derftood the Bufineis of the Treafury but Madam Frofu-- 

fim^ Nobody was fit to be trailed with pubHck 

Money but Madam Prrfujton, ♦ 

Our Xinfwoman, miding herfelf thus flighted,, 
withdrew from a ^elefs Town, and retired into 
France J were, at firft, fhe was treated with the fame 
Civilities that are ihewn to all Strangers in that 
Country ; but when thqr became better acquainted 
with her excellent Q^ties, all the World was in 
Love with her, fiie had the Honour to be introduced 
to Court by no leis a Peribn than the Cardinal Mi- 

nifter himfelf.— . To make fhort of my Story : 

In order to ingage her to ftay in tneir Country, they 
naturalized hef, and propoied a very honourable 
Match to her, and acconlingty ihe was married y 
fince which, ihe has had two fme Children, Plenty 

and Content : Tho(e that have feen them fey» 

they are as handfome as their Mother.. 

But I fhouldhave informed you, that her mod 
Seafe gain*d her more Admirers even than her j^u^ 
ty $ the Mini^r himielf has taken from her a Scheme 
fox the interior Government of the Kingdom, which 
is the beft that ever was put in Pradtice ; they find, 
by Experience, it comforts the People,, leilens the 
Taxes, and pays the publick Debts. 
This being the Cife, I hope, at worft, we may 

meet with Quarter in that Country;. 1 fay 

*wey for there appears fuch a DifHke to our Family, 
among the Great, that if I fhould be baniih'd by a 
Bi -, I fhould not wonder at it. If that fhould 
happen, we had beft troop off toother, and, as we 
ihall not carry much Wealth With us, we may be 
obliged to apply to the Minifler,. and therefore I have 
already prepared fuch a Letter as I think will be 
proper to write to him upon our firft Landing, a 
Copy of which I herp fend you for your Approbation. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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Nous prenons la Uherte de nous adrejfer a votre E* 
minenc€y fans le ficours d*aucune reeommendatiorty ex- 
cepte celle que nous devons a nos malheurs mime ; ftuf- 
que les malheureux mt tov^ours eu le droit de ^at- 
tendri a la faveur des ames gretndes l^ genereufes .^-^ 
On nous ape lie /« Probite iB /r Bon-Sens : Nousfim'- 
me 5 deux paui^res Refogiees, chajfees de teur paj^s par 
** ^ par ♦*, & reduites a la nkejffki de recourir a 
la proteHion de ntotre Eminence, 

Nous creyons devoir informer *votre Eminence , que 
nous avons Pbonmur d^etre alliies trex-procBes de laDame 
Oeconomie, que vous aves refus in Fiance d'usie ma^ 

-niere ft gracieufe : Le Sang qui coule dans nos veines 

tfi le meme que eelui de cette digne ParenU^ a qui la 
France doit tetat fleurijffant' ou elle fe trmeve ; ear nous 
avons entendu pbfieurs Francois avouer generufemenf, 
que les Bleffures^ qui la France anmt recu'e dans kcours 
etune Guerre bngue, ru'vieufe ^ maOtemreufe^fonl entiert- 
ment gueries, & quUl ne refit mime aucune trace des 

cicatrices. Cefl encore k elk que ce Royaume efi rf- 

devable dePetat ou il eft de fotmoir donner la Ley afes 
Conquerans: Mais fi la Providence T^avoit point rhtni 
en laperfimne de votreEminence mt Efprit droit & eclairi'^ 
OFuec un Ceeur vertueux ^ integre, *vous n^auriez 
point ecoute la ntoix de la Sagefle ; en forte que le me- 
rite dufucces eft en grande partie du a votre Emi^ 
nence mime, 

line nous conwendroit point de rien dire "k nbtrepropr$ . 
recommendation ; 6sf , par con/equenty nous nous en ree^ 
portons s vStre Eminence fur la maniere dont votre Sa- 
gefle jugera a propos de nous employer ^ apres *vous etre 
informe de notre caraSere, None a*vons Pbonneur d^re, 
Monfeigoeur, 

De VoCre Eminence 

Les tres humbles;, &c. 
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As you mof noi fui^i fituUei the French TMgue^ I havi 
tranJUuidk inU £n^ifh> fir your Reudit^. 

^' We take the Liberty of addreffing your Emi- 
*< nence, witkoatasiy RecommeBdadony except that 
*' whkh we owe ta our Miafertunes ; for tke Un* 
" fortunate have ever bceiv eatitlcd to the Favour 

*" of great and genoous NCiiuiB. ^We are calTd; 

*' Common Honofy and Common Saofi, two poor Re- 
•* lagees, dxiveB Brom our Country hyt ** and hy **^ 
** 9m now reduced Co a Neceifity of applyu^ to 
** your Eminence ibr Pretedioa 

^ We think we dught to kt your Eminent 
*< knowy that we have the Honour to be neariy re- 
^' lated to the Lady Oecowmy^ who ^s been fo 
•' gradottfty received in Franct. ■ ■ The Hood 
** wlach runs m our Veina is the* fame with hen,. 
f ^ b^ whofe Scheme frmn^t la cais*d to its wdEoit 
^* ftranfinag CoadatioHL ; £r we have heani icvsral 
'' JrjM^Geadcniien gencraaify qwb^ tharthe Wonwk 
*' icccBf'd dnkg a ittig» Wafting^ naihccefifiiL Wti; 
.^ ate quite heal^di^ Mr ai there io nuck aa s Scar 
*^ to be fees ; na^, that it ia owing to her, that 
** FrMnu is, at this Day, able to give Laws to xtn 
*^ GontpeEors : Bat had not PiQvidenoe united in die 
** Perfon of your Eminence, an honeft and uneormpt 
^* Heart with a good Underftaading, yoa^woaidnot 
^ havekflen'dto the Voice of Wifdonr ; fi>thatthc 
** Merit iv in a gicat Meaf ore, owing ia your £• 
♦* mnenoe* 

, ^^ It;Vonld ant becmse as to 6y ai^ thing is 
<' our own Praiie, and therefeie we ftatt Ieiepe.it 
^* to your Eminence to empWy us in fuch Manner 
*' as, upon Enquiry into our Chara&n, your Emi- 
•* nence. In your great Wifdom,^ fhall think fit. — ^. 
< * We have the Honour to be your Eminence's 

Moft oiedient bambU SertvantSy iifc. 



If 
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If aiiy Tiling occurs ta yoo, which yott think 
pfopcr to be added to this Letter, or if yoo can ad* 
vife any Thmg clfe, in the prcfcat low Condition 
of our Family, be fo good to communicate it, and it 
fbsH be thankfully received by 

Tour offeSiiQfuUe Kin/many 

CoMUON Sensed 

Saturday, !>€€. 9, 1738, 
7o the Author of Common Sense. 






SIR, Londou, Nffv. z^. ly^S^ 

LTHCy the Writer m the Gazetted 
are generally fo low, or ftiipid, thjtt 
they do not deferve your Notice, yet, 
i^en a dangerous Falfhood af^pcars in 
diat Paper, or a formed Defign to im- 
pofe upon the ImK)cent and Ignorant, 
they ought to be expofed. For this Porpofe, I hope 
you- will give the following Aniwer to their P^4>er of 
Satufdoj^iz^y a Place in yaw Jomroil. 

The Defigrt of it is, to peffoade OS, that the Trade of 
this Kingdom is at tsrelextt in a Aotrrifhing Omdition ; 
smd that we are ^e^x Gainers opon the general Ballance 
of our Imports and Exports ; the contrary of which 
is fo well known, and the Arguments they make db 
of are fo very weak, that I mould not kave been at 
the FUns to We given him j» Aniwer, had I not 

been 



d by Google 



a6o COMMON SENSE. 

been informed that this motley Piece is the ProdufUcn 
of one who has too lot^ had a great Share in all our 
Negotiations, and the Chief Dimlion of all our Plan. 
Ution AfEurs. 

, This Author, who figns hnnfelf S, Expert^ inftead of 
Monfaur BalUmcey whidi is his true Name, begins with 
a notorious Falfhood ; but, as it may appear pkuii- 
hle to thoTe who are unacquainted with the Theory of 
Trade, I think it necefikry to give him an Anfwcr. 
He fays, " The prefcnt Eftabhfhed State of Publick 
" Credit ; the Redudion of the Intereft of Money ; 
'* and the vifible Increafe of the National Stock, in 
** the Tonnage of our Royal Navy and Trading 
*' Ships, in our Buildings, Furniture, wrought Plate, 
•' and Jewels ; the Increafe of Cattle, and Improve- 
*' ments. of Land ; are inconteftible Proofs of our 
** Trade's being in aflouriftiing Condition. 

The prefent cftaWifhed State of Publick C^cdi^is 
fo hx from beine an inconteftihk Proof of our Trade's 
being in a ilounfhing Condition, that it is a Proof of 
the contrary ; for our Trade is fo loaded in every 
Branch, and private Credit fo precarious, by Means 
of the many Bankruptcies occ^ned by the Lownefs 
of Trade, that every Man who has got a little M^ 
^ ney, endeavours to throw it into our Funds, becauie 
he can get nothing by it in Trade, and runs a great 
Risk of lofing the Principal, if he lends it out at In- 
terest upon private Credit. For this Reafon, every 
Man who underfhnds the Nature of Trade, and has 
a Regard for his Country, muft be forry to hear of 
the Rife of our Stocks ; and I am convinced,, no one 
Step we have taken, has done nu>re Harm to our 
Trade, than that of ereding Publick Funds ; becaufe 
our Publick Credit has, at lad, e£[edually detlroyed 
all Perfonal Credit between Man and Man, with Re- 
gard to the borrowing and lending of Money. 

That the Intereft of Money is lately reduced upon 
our Publick Funds, and upon large Mortgages of 

Xandj, 
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Land, is true ; and it would have been ^duced lower 
than it is, if our Sinking Fund had been religioufly 
applied to the facred Ufe for which it was intended, 
and no new Publick Debt contracted : But that the 
Intereft of Money is lately reduced upon Peifonal 
Credit among the lower Clafs of Merchants, Trades- 
men, and Manufa£hirers, where a low Intereft is of 
moft Ufe to Trade, is falfe ; for tho* there may ftill 
be fomething done in the Way of difcouutiDg Bills 
and Notes, at a moderate Premiumy there is now no 
fuch Thing as lending Money for a Term of Years 
•upon the Pcrfonal Crc3it of Merchants or Tradefmen. 
However, granting that the InteiSeft of Money had 
i>een liatdy, in aU CafeS, reduced, this Effcft may 
have proceeded from fome late Diicouragements in 
Trade ; becaufe fuch Difcouragements would of 
Courfe make many draw their Nioney out, in order 
to employ it at Intereft 5 and till a great Part of the 
Sum fo drawn out, is employed in the Purchafe of 
Land, Intereft muft continue low ; but this Effed 
will foon ceafe, if Trade does not revive. 

The Increafe in the Tonnage of our Navy is a 
Proof of the Inoeaie of our Taxes, and I wiih they 
had never been increaied for any other Purpofe, but it 
is no Proof of the Increafe of our Trade ; and the In- 
creafe in the Tonnage of our Trading Ships, if there 
be ai^, is bwing to the Increafe ^f our Plantations, 
an Eftefl which necefikrily proceeds from the Ntt- 
ture of Plantations ; for I am fure their increafe does 
not proceed from the Encoararanent they have met 
with from us : But as to our Foreign Trade, I be- 
lieve, it might be demonfhated, that the Tonnage of 
our Shipping employed in it has lately decreafed ; 
and, Pm afraid, wiU decreafe more and more, if pro- 
'per Meafures are not fpeedily taken to prevent it. 

The Increafe of our Buildings, Furmture, wrought 
Plate, and Jewels, is a Proof of the Increafe of Luxu- 
ry, butfurwy it is no Proof of the Increafe of Trade; 

for 
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loraMM^heis«mployed ioTnklc,kiiow8 better what 
to do widi ids Money, tban to enfhy itin fach Va- 
nkicB ; and if 1^ Matter be ibidly ^nqaired into, it 
mil be found, that this Increafe in our Luxury is 
diidy aBKH^ Phoe-men, Stockjobbers, and other 
Phmdcrers of their Country, who, like common 
GameAesB and common Proftitutes, ufually fpend ia 
Extran^pooe, what th^ have got by Plunder. 

Laftly, cur Improvements <^I^and is a natural 
amd necefl^ Coniequence of the RedudUon of Intet- 
t&, ; th^dfore fuch improvements, fuppoiing the Fad 
Do be true, can be up inc§nuftUfk Proof ofour Traders 
faeine now in a iourilhiAg C<Hidition ; and the In^ 
tieafe of Catde is a necefiary Confequence of the Im- 
|>roYement of Land : Sat all the Improvements we 
have latdy macie in this Way« are principally to be 
afcribed to the preieat {^evailing Humour of divide 
in| and indoTiag our Commons, which muii dimi- 
mm the Value of our otho: LEUids, unkfs our Peoplp 
inereafe Jn Piropottion, and this is impoffible, if our 
Trade be upon the Decline. 

Mr. Export's next Step is to prove, that our Exporti 
lexoeod oar Impsro. In this Calculation he acknow« 
let^ it impc^le to be exa^t, without havii^ Re* 
^ocHurfe to die Cufiom-houfe Accounts. Tlus, I beUeve, 
lie might ea£ly have had, and would have had, if he 
,Gould have from thence ^Irawn any good Arpuneot 
for what he advance^.. But I ihall go fiurther, and 
&y, that in this Cafe the Cuftom-lmife Accounts ave 
Ittt to be trufted to» even tho^ the true Value c^'Cvery 
Commodity there ent^aed weie exa^y afceftained ; 
becaufe there may be many Impofitions, tho* not 
Fiauds, in thefe Accounts i as has been proved by 
the Author of a Pamj^kt, puUiihed at tae End of 
laft Seffion of ParUament, intitkd, A L^ttpr from a 
Minbmt lubo hi^ left off Trade^ to a Mtmhtr tfPar- 
-iiMmtnt ; 'wbertin the Cafe of the firitiOi MamtfrnSMri 
tfUmtnufiurl^ftMitd. Ti^ Peru&l of whi^h I ihaU 

recom-' 
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recommend to your Readers, and dierefolie' JhaEH not 
jrepeat his Arguments. 

However, Mr. Exfort tells us, ** He doubts not 
** to be able to convince aH unpre^diced Readers, 
^* ^om theible Force oH Prefufuptive Protfs^ that our 
** Exports exceed our Imports, in that Senfd wherein 
^< the<^e(tion, relating to the Advantages ariiing 
** from our Trade, can be jufthr and impartially con* 
^* fidercd. 

For diis Purpofe, he begins as moft Men do, who 
are en^^ upon die wrong Side of a QueiHon : He 
charges his Antagohift, Mr. Freeport^ with a Pofition 
"whidi, I am fure, he never laid down, nor could 
any Man but a Gazetteer make Ufe of fuch a one. 
He infinuates, as if he had (aid, that we ought to 
value our Imports as thev ftand us in when they are 
in our Ware-noufes, loaded witli the Freight, Infu- 
ranee, Duty, and other Charges 5 and then he tri- 
umphs in fhewing, that fuch Goods ought to be va- 
lued only at the prime Coft, at Which they were 
lx)ught in the Country from whence they were im- 
ported. 

This, furely, is what no Man ever denied, provi- 
ded they are imported in Britijb Ships, and infured 
by Britijh Infurers. But who woidd expeft that this 
doughty Reafoner fhould ^1 into juft fuch another 
Blunder as he ^iely charges his Antagonift wi^ ; 
for he fays, that in all Supputations of this Kind, 
Regard fhould be had only to the pime Cofl of the 
Commodity imported, without addmg theProvHb, cf 
the Commodities bdn^ imported in j?r/ir^ Bottoms : 
Whereas, it is certain, that in all Computations of 
this Kind, when the Commodity is imported in Fo^ 
reign Bottoms, and infured hy Foreign Infurers, Re^ 
^rd fhould be had totheTrjee it is fold for in this 
Kingdom by the Importer, which muft be a good 
ileal iigher than what it was bought at in the cSun- 
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Xxy from whence it is imported ; and with Regard 
to our Exports, the Cafe is the fame. 

When a Commodity is exported in Bnti^ Bottoms, 
It ought to be valued at the Price it is fold for by the 
Exporter in the Country to which it is exported ; but 
when it is exported in Foreign Bottoms, it ought to 
be valued at the Price it is fold for here, by the Mer- 
chant to the Exporter, which, barring Accidents, is 
always lefs than what it is fold for by the Exporter, 
in the Counti-y to which he exports it ; which fhews 
the great Advantage of importmg and exporting in. 
pur own Veifels ; becaufe by fo doing, the Nation 
lofes lefs by our Imports^ and gains more by our JS>- 
forts, than it can do otherwiie. 

This ought to be now particularly taken Notice 
of; becaufe we have already begun to carry on a 

freat Part of our BahUk and Hamburgh Trade in 
oreign Bottoms ; and this, I'm afraid, will foon be 
the Cafe of every other Foreign Trade, unlefs we fall 
upon a Way of enabling our People, efpecially here 
about London, to build and navigate their Ships cheaper 
than they can do at prefent. U this had been duly 
confidered, I am convinced we would never have re- 
vived the Salt Duty ; for tho' a Farthing may appear a 
Trifle to a Gentleman, a Trader mull confider that 
960 farthings make a Found. 

After Mr. Export has thus tirumphed in anfwering 
an Areiiment which no Man ever made Ufe of againft 
him, lie proceeds to lay down one of the mojft ex- 
traordinary Pofitions that was, I believe, ever put in 
Writing or Print, He fays, ** That all Imports for 
" Re-exportation, either rough or meliorated, or fuch 
** as we ufe in our Woollen or other Manufadures, 
'* or for the neceflary Support of Life, becaufe we 
** receive a Benefit from them, therefore they are not 
*• to be accounted for, or placed to the Debt of the 
*^ National Account of Imports and Exports:' This 

Pofltion^ 
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Pofition, indeed, he is cunning enough not to puf in 
the exprefs and concife Terms, in vviiich I have fta- 
ted it ; becaule, if he had, it would not have ftood in 
Need of an Anfwer ; for every Man would, at firll 
View, have difcerned it to be ridiculous : But every 
one will fee, that this is his Meaning ; bccaufe he 
from thence 'infers, ** That, in the ftatingof this Ac- 
«« count, we have none of thofe Commodities to ac- 
«« count for, that are re-exported rough or meliora- 
** ted; nor any of thofe that are of ablolute Neceflity 
*< in the Improvements of our Manufaftures, or of 
" Ufe towards the Conveniency or Magnificence of 
<• our Buildings or Furniture ; we have (lays he) thofe 
*• Imports onfy to account for, that contribute to or 
*' promote what is properly underftood to be Luxu- 
** ry ; and therefore (he concludef ) that from the Va- 
" lue of thefe at prime Q^^^ andof thefe onlyy fliould 
•* the Ballance of our Trade be computed. 

Upon diis impudent and fallacious Pofition, Mr. 
Export has founded all his prefumptrve Proofs. From 
hence he takes Occafion to exclude from the Number 
of thofe Imports that are to be placed to the Debt of 
the National Account of Imports and Exports^ ** all 
" our Imports of Iron and Copper from Siueden ; of 
"** Iron, Wool, Etying-Stuffs, and Oil, from Spain \ 
** of Wool, and Copper, from Barhary i of Hemp, 
«* Flax, Hemp and Flax-Seed, Yam, Ktch, Tar, 
«• Pot-a(hes, Plank, Board, Timber, and Malls, from 
*< the Baltick and Norway; of Raw-filk, from La/y 
** and Sicily ; of Cotton, Mohair, Gaules, and feve- 
** ral other Commodities, from ^urAeyi of Madder, 
** and many other Articles from Holland; and of all 
, " fuch Eaft'India Goods, and Foreign Linnens, as 
^* are re-exported, either to Foreign Countries, or to 
*< our own Plantations ; " tho* every Man that under- 
ftands Trade muft grant, that the Goods carried xo 
our own Plantations, or any other Part of bur own 
Vol. II, N Doml- 
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Dominions, are not properly exported, but tranA 
ported. 

Thofe who underftand Trade, or know any Thing 
-of what is called the Ballance of Trade, will cafily 
fee the Ridiculoufnefs of tliis Way of Rcafoning ; but 
to make it plain to thofe who do not, I ihall fuppoie, 
a Farmer has fuch a Number of Children and Grand- 
Children, that he ftands in no Need of Servants or 
Labourers : Suppofe thefe Children, bred up to fudi 
a Variety of Employments, that the Farmer not only 
provides himfelf and Family with many of the Nc- 
ce/Iaries and Conveniencies of Life, aiKi with moft 
Sorts of Manu&dbiresi but alfo fells off large Quan» 
tities of Provifions and Manufo^ures yearly : And 
fuppofe the Value of what he thus fells off yearly, to 
amount to looo/; which, I ihall, for Argumenf« 
jSake, call his Exports^ 

Now we cannot fuppofe that this Farnur^ or any 
Txirmer^ can provide hitnfelf, from the Produce of his 
Farm, widi every Thiii^ that is ncceflary for the ^p- 
port of his Family^ and with all the Materials that 
are neceilary for cultivating and managing his Farm, 
and for working up his M^ufe^turesi therefore, let 
me fuppofe, that he buys up yearly, feme Cattle^ 
Hogs, Poultry, (ff c. to be fold off again at an ad- 
vanced Price ; that he is obliged to buy Iron, Steely 
Timber, iff f . yearly, for cultivating and managing 
his Farm ; that he is obliged to buy Salt, Copper, 
Brafs, Pewter, Iron, Steel, ^c, for the Support and 
Ufe of his Family ; that he is obliged to buy Wool, 
Raw-filk, Hemp, Flax, Oil, Dying Stufls, ^c. for 
working up his Manufe^ures ; and that the Value <^ 
all thefe Neceflaries amounts to 500 /. a Year. Then 
let me fuppofe, that this Farmer indulges himfelf and 
FaQiily with many Luxuries and Vanities, which he 
fcannot fumifh himfelf ^vith from die Produce of his 
Farm; and is therefore obliged to purchafe year^ 
from others, to the Amount of 400 /. a Year. Thefe 

Ncccf- 
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Keceflarres and Laxaries I fhall, for the fame Reafon, 
call his Imports ; and then I fliall fuppofe, that he 
pays 200 /. a Year quit Rent to his Landlord. 

After thefe Suppofitions, let me conlider, if this 
farmer be in a thriving Condition, or in the high 
Road to Dellrodion ? If Mr. Export were to anfwcr 
this QuefUon, he would gravely tdl us, that we rauft 
not place to the Debt of this Man's Account of Im- 
forts and Exports^ the 500 /. a Year he pays for thofe 
Things that are neceflary for fupporting his Family, 
^c\ we muft place to the Debt of his Account^ only 
^^ 400 /. a Year he pays for the Luxuries and Va>^ 
nities of Life ; and that confequently we muft con- 
clude, he gains upon the Ballance of Trade 600 /. 
yearly ; therefore, according to this Way of reafon- 
ing, our Farmer would be in a flouriihing Condition^ 

But if any Farmer in England were to anfwer this 
Queftion, tho' he had never caft an Account but upon 
his Fingers, or with a Bit of Chalk upon a Board, he 
^ould tdl us. That, as this Man's Income amounts to 
4Mit 1000/. a Year, and his Out-goings to 1100/. 
a Year, he muft run 100/. behind Hand yearly; 
and consequently moll foon be undone ; unlefs he falls 
upon a Way to increafe his Income, or diminifh his 
luxurious Out-goings ; for none of his other Out-go- 
ings can be diminiihed, without diminifhing at the 
iame Time his Income. 

I fhall apply this no fiuther, but only to take No- 
tice, that the Expence the Nation is at for Penfions 
to Foreign Princes; for maintaining our Foreign Mi- 
nifters. Travellers, and Mummy-Hunters ; and for 
paying the Intereft growing due yearly to thofe Fo- 
reigners who have a Share in our Funds, may be 
compared to the Quit-rent paid by this Farmer ; fo 
that we may be Gainers upon the General Ballance of 
our Trade, and yet, if this Gain does not equal at leaft 
that Expence, we muft be in the high Road to Perdi- 
tion ; which, I am much afraid, is our Cafe at prefent 
N 2 From 
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From hence «rcry Man muft fee the Fallacy of Mc 
Export's Reafoning ; and I muft fay, it is fuch an au- 
dacious Atreropt to knpofe upon the Underftanding^ 
that I was furprifed to ice it put in Pnnt, In a florid 
Harangue ma^c in a publick Aflembly, where People 
have not Time to weigh what is faid, fuch an At- 
tempt would have been equally criminal, but not 
near fb impudent : It might there have been fuppoied 
to afford an Eoccuie at l^ for thoiewho are tmlUng 
to be in^fed on ; but to fee fuch an Argument made 
«fe of in a printed P^pcr, which People have Time te 
read and confider, is (hewing the utmoft Contempt 
for the Common Senfe and Undetftanding of ever/ 
^an in the Kingdom. 

What I (hall we, ki order to compute the Ballanoe 
of our Trade, reckon all our Re-exportations, and all 
our ManufaftiKes made of Foreign Materials, or by 
Means of FoFeign Materials, and afterwards exportecC 
at their full WAnt'% and fhail we icclfion nothing for 
thofe Commodities we import, for enabling us to make 
thofe Re-exportations, or for thofe Materiab we im- 
port, for enabling us to make up and export thofe 
Manufadures I Shall we reckon all thoie Neoeflaries 
of Life we produce and export, at their full Valuer 
and fhail we reckon nothing ^r thofe Necefiaries of 
Life which we are obliged to import? 

This is a Miftake fo glaring, it could not proceed 
from Ignorance or Inattention: Itxould proceed from 
nothing but a malevolent and wicked Ddign to lull 
the People of 'this Nation aileep, in order to prevent 
their taking Notice of, or providing againfl, that Ruin 
which, Fm afraid, is coming Pofl upon them.— -Cui 
fuch an Aiithor.exped to be treated like a Gendemani 
r— Can any Man ufe him worfe than he deferves. 
lam^Sirj ^ 

Tour Friend, becaufiyau are a Frimd 

4Q the Liberties, the Trade, and 

the Peofii ef GKat-firitain. 

Satur. 
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Saturday, Dec. 16^ 1738. 
7b the Author of Common Sense. 

OB^ 3D, 1738. 

\ I S to be hoped, that the Preliminary 
Articles, lately agreed to by Spaing wiU 
end in a iafe andlaftin^ Peace; but, 
fince not only Prdinunanes, but Trea- 
ties themfelves, have fometimes failed, 
we fhould ftand prepared to ad as be- 
comes Englijhmm at all Events ; and not fmother our 
Refentment againft repeated Ii^uries, out of a mean 
Apprehenfion, that fome of our Neighbours may take 
it ill that weprefume to do ourfdves common Jufticc. 
Such Notions are inconliftent with the Charadler of the 
Nation. Some of your Readers may have fcen the 
ccleteited Medal ftruck, in Ql^EU%abeth\ Time, on 
the Defeat of the Span0j Armada^ with the Motto of 
Dux Femina FaSH: And may alfo have, probably, 
met with the Extempore Latin Reply nudet by that re- 
nowned Queen to Paul de J aline ^ the Folijh Emba- 
baffador, who taxed her with b-eaking the Law of 
Nature and Nations, by intercepting the Supplies fent 
to Fhiltp the II. by Sigifmund King of Poland; and 
declared, that his Malter, who was rehited to the 
Houfe of Aujiria, would take proper Meafpres to ob- 
tain Satisfadion, if it was not immediately granted. 
Her Majelly^s Anfwer was as follows, as may be feea 
in Speed^i Hiitory oi England^ Page 1 199. 

N 3 Heut 
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Heu! quafn decepta 
full expe^a'vi Nunci' 
umj tu *vero ^erelam 
tnibi adduxifii, Per Li- 
Uras te accepiffe Le- 
gatupiy te fvero HeraU 
dum inwenio. Nunquam 
in *vita talem O ratio- 
Item audi'vi, Miror, 
fane miror tantam et 
tarn infolutam ii^ fuhli- 
<(? Audticiam^ neq^e fu- 
to ft Rix tuus adejfet, 
i^Iia njerba frotulijit. 
Sin aliquid tale tihi 
19 Mandatis commijk 
(fu9d ibidem ^aUedur 
igtf) attrihuendum^ quod 
€Hm Rex Jit juwenisy et 
mn tarn jure Sanguinis 
qjuam EleSiotdjy atque 
etiam fwviter eleBus y 
rum tarn bene percipiat 
quid inter Reges cofpve- 
nit quam Majores ftd 
nohifcum thjefuarunty 
et alii fortajfe deinceps 
ebfir*vahuut. ^uod at 
ieattinety 'videris mul- 
U$ Lihrosperlegifie, Li- 
Srcs tamen Principum 
mn attigiffey neque in- 
telligere quid inter Re- 
gts conrveuit. 



Alas ! how greatly am I 
difappointed ? I expefted a 
friendly Mcflage, but, in- 
ilead of that, am fhocked 
with Reproaches. I appre- 
hended, from your Creden- 
tials, that you eame as an 
Embafladorof Peace^ut you 
appear before me as a He- 
rald prepared to declare 
War. Never in my Life 
did I hear fo infolent an Ha- 
rangue, and am not a little 
^rprbed at fo great and 
uncommon an Aflurance 
ihewn i^n fo publick an 
Oceafion: Nor can I be- 
lieve, if your Mafter had 
been hca in Perfon, he 
would have dropt any fucii 
Ejiprefions. However, if he 
did give you any fiich Or- 
ders (which, indeed, I great- 
ly queftion) it muft be im- 
puted to the Inexperience of 
his ^ Youth, and his being 
raifed to the Royal Dignity 
not by Hereditary Defcent, 
but by Eledion, and that 
fo lately too that he is at a 
Lofs to know how to be- 
have himfelf towards others 
of the fame Rank, with that 
Decency whkh his Prede- 
cefibrs ever did, and his 
Succeffors probably may ob- 
krvt towards us. As to 
what relates (o yourfel^ x^^ 
Cum 
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feem to have turned over 
many Books, but to have 
been little experienced in the 
Rules obferved in Courts, 
and to have no due Tafte of 
©f that Politenefs of Behavi- 
our which ought ever to 
fubfift between Princes. 

However, fince you feem 
toinfiftnvuch upon the. Law 
of Nature and Nations, I 
muft inform you, that the 
Law of Nature and Nations 
is this; That when Wars 
break out between Princes, 
each hath a Right to inter- 
cept all Supplies fent to his 
Enemy, from what Quarter 
foever they come,and to pre- 
vent their being made Ute of 
to his Difadvantege. This, I 
would have you to know, 
is the Law of Nature and 
Nations. And whereas yon 
talk much of the Houfe of 
Aufiriay on which you now 
feem to fct fo high a Value, 
is may be worth your while 
to refled, how lately one 
of that Family attempted 
to deprive your Mailer of 
the Fo/^ Throne. 

As to what other Af&irs 
you mention, fmce there are 
many of them, and each will 
require a particular Confide- 
ration, they are not fit for 
this Tifiie and Place; but 
4 defirnatit 



Cum 'Vtro Jus Na- 
turee et Gentium comme- 
moras y hoc cito effe Jus 
Nature et Gentium^ ut 
cum Bellum inter Reges 
intercedaty Itceat alteri 
ulterius undique allata 
Prafidia inter cipere^ et ne 
itt damnum fuum confer- 
fantur prngyidere : Hoc 
fcito ejejus Natura et 
Gentium, Ubi it idem 
Domum Auftriit narras 
(quam jam tantifacis) 
non te lateat ex eadem 
Domo non defuijfe qui 
Regnum Poloni^ R^i 
$iiQ ittftrcifere 'Voluijfent. 



Dereliqmst qu^ cum 

multa Jintj et fingula- 
tim deliheranday nonfunt 
hujus loci ac temporise 
accipies quod a quihuf- 
dam ConRliariis buic rei 
N 
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defignatis deliberandum you will hereafter receive a 
/tut it. Interim valeas proper Anfwer from fuch of 
et juiefcas, my Council whofe Province 

it is to infped thofe Affairs. 

In the mean Time farewell, 

and be quiet. 

After which, the Queen, turning to her Attendants, 
faid ; God's Death ! my Lords, I have been focced 
To-day to fcour up my old Latin that had lain long in 
Rufting. 



To the Author of Common Sense. 

SIR, 

ON E of your Correfpondents clearly fhewed, 
that wc made Ufe of fome Words % a very 
vaeue and uncertain Signification, and from his Defi- 
nitions of Wifdom and Cunning, which are certainly 
the true ones, I believe ^our Readers will conclude, 
there is much more of the latter in the World, atprefent, 
than the former \ but this is but juft touched upon, the 
reft of the Paper is a witty Inveftive againft Wit But, 
Sir, the preTent Time requires the World to be more 
fericus : Ha*ve you not undertaken the Caufe of the 
Pcblick, and was there ever any Time that it more 
wanted AflUlance ? Did not our injured Merchants 
lay their Complaints before the Parliament for a 
third Time? Did not , in Confequence of this, the Par- 
liament addrefs his Majelly to obtain Satisfaction ? 
Did they not flrengthen his Royal Hands, that he 
might demand Reftitution with more Authority ? 
Jnd, have not more Ships been put into Commiffion 
than were, at any one Period of Time, during all the 
iaft War ? When this Fleet is returning Home again 
without ftrikine a Stroke, will you be amufing your 
JReaders with Subjeils of Entertainment, as if there was 

nothing 

• 
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nothing required their Attention. Let me tell you^ 
Sir, to be defining Wit now, is playifig upon the Harp 
*while Rome // in a Flame, 

Give your Countrymen a true Definition of Peace* 
of a fa/e and honourable Peace : From thence let them re- 
£e^, whether we have been in a State of Peace for 
the lafl feventeen Years; let them judge of the Peace 
now (aid to be concluded with the Spaniards, whether 
it is built upon a lafiing Foundation, or a Temporary 
Expedient, This, Sir, will be a6Ung up to the Part 
you have taken upon you, and will be a real Advan* 
tage to your Fellow-Subjeds. 

The Nation has received repeated Infults, without 
returning a Blow ; but this is not owing to Cowardife, 
but a peaceable Difpofition : For, at laft, the Warrior 
has been roufed ; we have clenched our Fill, and our 
Arm has been prepared to ilrike; but the Arm is with- 
drawn, and the Blow has not been given : To what, 
then, fhall we attribute this ? The Anfwer can be but 
one. To have obtained a fafe and honourable Peace ; 
but, at the Terms of this Peace are yet a Secret, we 
may venture to^uefs at it in a negative Way, and ex* 
plam ivbat the ferms cannot be. 

It is certain, // cannot be upon giving the %^ti\2ix^sz, 
Trwer to fearch our Ships upon the high Seas, By the 
Treaties now fubfifling between the two Crowns, we 
have an undoubted Kight to fail to and from our own 
Colonies, without beii^fearched by any; when this 
Right has been invaded, and we, at a great Expence, 
have fitted out a Fleet in order to obtain Satisiadlco, 
if we give up this Right, I may venture to pronounce the 
Peace dififonourable, and, not only dijhonourahle, but, de^ 
ftru&ivetoo. It will be in vain to fay, it may be given 
up, with Safety, nuithin certain Latitudes : If once they 
have a Right to exercife it anjf where, except in their 
own Ports, we cannot be certain they will not exercife 
it evefy njuhere. I have been credibly informM, that it 
was proved, that m EngUJh Ship was coodemned in one 
N 5 of 
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of the Coam of Spain, for having Log-wood on boardr 
when, by the Depofitions of the Matter and feyeral rf' 
the Sailors, it appeared they had none ^ but the Me* 
thod of pixKecding with this, ■ The whole Ship's 

Crew were kept under Hatches till after Trials and a 
tfaniard was appointed for their Cooncel, who con- 
fcfs'd all which was alledged againft hiin> and, upop 
ihis. Judgment was given for Coniifcation. This is 
liiing us as the Pope does the Devil njohen he canonizes a 
Saint y his Holineis appoints Satan a Councel, and 
then orders him what to fay. After fuch a fla- 

grant Inftance of their Injuftice, can we be certain, 
tikat they would not ferve us in the fame Manner as to' 
the Latitude? Or, rather, may we not be certain, that 
t^y would? If once they had a Right to ksscYiy 
it wouM be eafy for them to get one of their own 
Councel to make Confeffions of the Latitude; thus 
would our injured Merchants be cmfefi'd out of 
their Frofert^y with this fingle Comfort, that thyga^ve 
tbdr Councel n§ Fee. But the Nation cannot fuifer fo 
ofcfiil a Set of Men to be treated in this Manner ; and 
the mok ufefol Set of Men they are, of any,, in the 
Nation : For,, if Trade procures Rtchesy and Riches arf 
/aid to be the Sinews of the Government j the Merchants 
mof 'well h^ called the Props and Pillars of the State. 
But, furely, we have no Occasion to be under the 
leaft Apprehenfion, that this wUl be one of the Term» 
of Peace, anhoneft and able Mimfiry will net come 
into fuch a Conceflion ; or, if they fliould, the Inde- 
pendent Reprefentatinjes of a free People will never give 
their Sandion to it ; they will, doubdefs, fpeak their 
Minds upon a Subject of fuch fatal Confequence to 
their Conflituents. And what Argument can be made 
Ufe of to perfuade them to it ? Are we afraid we fhali 
want Men to defend our Rights ? The late Armament 
proves the contrar/: Or if we fhould print the Story 
©f Captain Jtnkinsy and have it Cried m the Market- 
Tewss^ there it not one honeft J^hn Tht in all the 

CouDtxy 
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Country whofe Fingers would not itch for a Spaniard*^ 
Ear. JVe may, therefore, conclude. That, as the Par- 
Ijament have voted, NO SEARCH, the Minilby 
wiU repeat the Words, and NO SEARCH will be 
echoed thro' the Kingdom. 




Saturday, Dec. 23, 1738, 



IJhalllay afide Politicks for this Week, and, infiead 
. thereof, Jhall entertain my Holyday Readers tjuith 
fome Memoirs of the Life of a certain great Many de^ 
ceased. 

Have often berni thinking, that, among 
the Number of Quacks and Empincks, 
in alnwft every Art and Profeflion what- 
{<iC7et, there has now and then appear'd 
fome extraordinary Pcrfon, whofe dif- 
tinguifliing Charadler, or remarkable 
Fate, might fumiih us with very ufeful Reflexions at 
the fame Time that they afford us an agreeable En- 
tertainment They are Meteors, indeed, that blaze 
but a fhort Time-: They ftrike us with a momentary 
Admiration, but prefently vanifh and are eclipsM for 
ever. I cannot, within my Remembrance, recollei^ 
any of thefe Adepts, who lafted fo long, and im- 
pos'd fo fuccefsfully on the Publick, as that notori- 
ous Thief and Thief-catcher Jonathan Wild. He was 
the Delicitefui temporis, and, at one great Period of 
his Life, feem'd rather bom to a Ribband about his 
Shoulders, than a Rope about his Neck. His Levee 
was crouded with Perfonages of the firft Rank, who 
never regretted any Expence ox Impofition, that gave 

them 
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them an Opportunity of paying their Court to fo il- 
lultrious a Man. Jonathan was a merry facetious 
Fellow, had a very dextrous Volubility of Speech, 
yet receivM them rather with an awkward Faroiliari-^ 
ty, than with that Submifiion and Civility which he 
ow'd to his Superiors. It is true, they all met with 
^what they came for j but, generally, at fo extrava- 
gant a Rate, that ihey were feldom Gainers by the 
i^cquifition. 

Condefcention in People of a high Rank has often 
an ill £f&6l upon thofe in a low one. This was very 
evident in the Cafe of Jonathan Wild, He grew in- 
fuflerably arrogant : He had his Levee-days, and 
would be only fpoke to upon thofe Days. The rei( 
of the Week was given up to his Pleafures, his Thieves, 
and his MiAreffes : And in this Manner he pafs'd his 
Life, ^till he, his Companions, and his Strumpets were 
all hang*d. 

As Anecdotes of Mei>, who have rendered them- 
ielves eminent either for Viee oi Virtue, are greedily- 
fought after by the World in general, and by the 
Learned in particular, it may not be unacceptable to 
give an Epitome of the Birth, Rife, and Chara&er 
of this Son of Fortune, who finiih*d his Days at Ty^ 
burn, 

Jonathan was bom, of honefl Parents, at Woher^ 
hampton in Stafford/htriy in or about the Year 1682. 
He was educated at a publick School, where he made 
-feme Progrefi in Writing and Arithmetick ; but, even 
in thofe early Days, difcover^d a violent Turn ta 
Picking and Stealing. He marryM young, aiid^ 
bringing his firfl Wife (for he had afterwards a Se- 
cond) up to Town,: fettled himfelf in a fmall Houfe,. 
SK)n little or no SubMence but the Induftry of his 
ead ai^d Hands. Men <^ evil Difpofitions ioon find 
out each other : And Jonathan naturally became 
known to the moil leading Thieves in Londam. He 
was care{s*d by the whole Gang, and fee m'd to hane 

been 
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been formM for thdr Purpofe. But, as Theft profper'd 
not fo much at that Time, as it has fmce, he had' 
contracted fo great Debts, and was in fo low Circnm- 
ilances, that utter Ruin threaten*d him daily, had 
not an Accident, which muft have cruih*d any other 
Man, eiven a Turn to his Fate : For he was flung 
into Prifon for Debt, or Knavery, or both, and to 
that Imprifonmcnt ow'd his future Rife. Immedi- 
ately, upon his Confinement, he was vifited by the 
chief Pick-pockets in the Nation ; and met with 
their general Applaufe for his gallant Behaviour be- 
fore the Juftices who committed him. He was de- 
iir*d to take the Common-wealth of Thieving into 
his own Hands ; and was told, by the Brotherhood, 
that/ although the Cylknian Art did not flourifh, 
at prefent, as it ought, yet it might be hop*d, and 
not without Reafon^ that the Times were coming, 
when Gentlemen of that Profeffion wonld be encou-' 
lag'd and employ'd ; and, if thoie Times fhould 
come, who fo proper as he to prefide over the induC-* 
trious Fraternity? Thefe were the Comforts admi- 
nifterM to him during his Captivity in Woodftrtei 
Compter: From whence, by the Affifbnce of Friends, 
(who put a Stop to any further Proceedings a«unft 
him) he came forth with a large Addition of Fame* 
and Intereft among the Gang, it will be needlefs tq 
mention the particular Difiuulties, which Jonathan 
met with after his Imprifonment, and upon his firft 
fettling himfelf at the Head of his Republick: What- 
ever they were, he overcame them aU, and about 
1720 we find him in the Meridian of his Glory, giv- 
ing Laws to his Subje£b, and hanging or fparing 
fuch amongft them as he thought proper. - .An 
Anonymous ^ Writer of his Lifo (from whom I have 
taken moil of the foregoing Particulars) fpeaks of 
liim in thefe Words : 

" If 
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*^ If hb Pedpk (as he uied to call them) obeyU 
" his Orders^ in letting him into the Secret of their 
** Robbcriesy and committing the Goods to his Dif- 
«' pofel, he aiTor'd them, that they might depend 
** upon his Protedion : Ajid, indeed, he hai fb 
«' much Honour, that, to the utmoft of his Power, 
•* he always peiform'd what he promifed them. This 
«* PunaualiQr fo cftabliftied his Credit, that, if he 
<* fent for any of them with a Promife of a. Me 
** Condud, they would go to him, tho* they knew 
«« it was in his Power to hwig them. When they 
«* came, if they agreed with his Propoials, they 
" parted good FrieMsj but, if they prov'd obflinate, 
*' tho* he had an Informalion againd them, he 
*' would fay : / ^««v^ gi*ueff you rn^, Wordy that ym 

^* flfouU come and go in Safety, and Jo you /ball: 

'' Bnh Mtt9 ymrfehes^ wkgnymfie me again , ym 
•« fie an^ Emmyt. 

*< Nor is. it a Wondo', ^cooti^ues. the feme Author) 
*' ^I9»t he acquirU if>< gfieat an Aftcndemy orer 
** th^ ; when he v^m oo^ only wiUii^, but com- 
^ mcmly aUe to keep his Word, whether it was to 
*' hang 'em ot fey^ 'qm. If they foUow'd Jms In*. 
**^ firuaions, they were fure he would notdifiorb 
'< 'em ; and th^' th^ w/sre s^prehendcdby othera, 
'' he feldom faiTd of procoiing their Difdiarge in a 
*• littje Time. 

Thu9 it appears, tbatJoHothm was, at once» the 
Screen and Bulweirk of his Party : By which we may 
obferve, of how greait Ufe Honour and Pun^ality 
are evm among Thieves. I have already mentioned 
his fatal Qitailrophe at lybum : And yet he had fo 
much Shame left in him, that he chofe to die rather 
by prijRt^ Means, thaa to expofe himfelf to the In- 
fults of a Rabble, not more virtuous^ but more for- 
tunate than himfelf. He was certainly a Man o£ 
Parts ; and had he fet out in the WoHd in an honei^, 
milead of a diihoneft Road^ we might have feen him 
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reckoned a Patriot, inftead of a Pick-pocket His 
Friends were Mifcreants, fit only for the Gallows, or 
Plantations } but he regarded them as his Friends, 
and as fuch rewarded them. When they proved trea- 
cherous to him, he punifhM them as Villains to the 
Villainy he proftfsM : And it muft be confefs*^d, that, 
in his whole Condu6l, he ihew'd a Steadinefs, that 
wanted nothing but better Principles to fupoortit.— • 
One almoft regrets that fuch a Man fhould be loft in 
fuch a Caufe ; and jtty as long as tM$ Nation and 
Language fubMs^ Ix^lhrny and Reproach wiU be af- 
iix'd to the Name of Jonathan Wild, 



To the Author of Common S^nse, 

SIR, 

MR. E^toRT, one of the •^amms Authors 
in theGAZETTEBRyhasbeea plea&dlpp^ 
liih two long Letters in that ^^famnus Paper, by 
Way oi Anf'wer t» mme, which you puUiihed in 
your Journal of the 9th. I know yoa have bq 
Corre4>ondence with ait^. of thole --^fizmous Au^ 
thon ; but I b<^ you -sinW, by publifking tjbii ia 
your next, let Mr. Export know,* that in cafe he 
fhould hereafter y hy chance^ hit upon any one plauiible 
Argument againft.^hat I have faid, I fhall answer it 
in the Farthing Post, whidi is the on^^Rper, 
not given grgitrsy that ought to be employed, in^- 
/ecuting a Difpute with any Author that writes in t3ie 
Gazettiir. 

I am. Sir, 

Dec, 1 8, I738. 2Sfr/v, Scq^ 



SIR, 
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SIR, 

AS I look upon Criticifm to be a moft cffential 
Part of Polite Literature, and as Good Senfe muft 
be fhi Foundation of True Criticifm ^ I hope the fol- 
loWiiig Imitation of Horace may find a Place in 
your Paper, which I always read with great Plea- 
fore: Being, 

Sir, 

Tour moft obedient Servant. 

Cambridge. J. O. 

HORACE: Bookll. 0/^i4th. Imitated. 



H 



OW fwift, alas ! the rollme Years 
Hafte to devour their deftin d Prey f 



A Moth each winged Minute bears ; 
Which ftill, in vain, the Stationers, 
From the dead Authors, fweepaway, . 
And Troops of Canker- Worms, with fecrct Pnde, 
Thro' gay Vermillion Leaves, and gildcdCovers glide. 

IL 

Gieat B — nt-^, ihould thy Critic Veia 

Each Day fupply the teaming Preis j 

Of Ink ihould*K thou whole Rivers drain. 

Not one OSavo ftiall remain. 

To ihew thy Learning and Addrefs, 
Oblivion drags them to her filent Cell, 
Where great King Arthur^ and his NoUes dwell. 

UI. A9- 



d by Google 



COMMON SENSE. aSi 



III. 

Authors of every Size and Name, 
Knights, 'Squires, and Dodors of all Colours, 
From tke Parfatt of lafting Fame 
Retiring, there a Manfion claim. 
Dear Dick^ fuch is the Fate of Scholars f 
And will yoci, with deluiive Hope mif-led. 
For various Readings toil which never will be read ? 

IV. 

With Silver Clajps, and Corner Plate, 
You fortify the favVite Book : 
Fear not from Worms nor Time thy Fate, 
More cruel Foes thy Works await. 
The Butler, with th' impatient Cook, 
And Paftry Nymphs with Trunk-makers combine 
To eafe the groaning Shelves, and fpoil the &ir Defigiu 



Saturday, Jan. 6, 1739. 



\ T is now about two Months flnce I 
obfervM an Advertifement, often repeat- 
ed in our News-Papers, concerning a 
large Parcel of Theatrical Goods to be 
difpofed of in Soho-Square, I was cu- 
rious to be inform^ in all Circumftances 
relating to a Sale which feem*d fo out of the common 
Way of Trade. 

The Account given me was, that the late Aft for 
regulating the Stage, had defeated Sciph as well as 

Hannibal, 
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Hatmibal, and obliged both thefe Heroes to disband 
their Legions ; that it had alfo forced feveral unfor- 
tunate I?inces to abdicate their Thrones, which be- 
coming vacant, the allodial Efieds whith once be- 
longed to thefe crowned Heads, having been taken 
in Execution by the BailiiB, were fold to the Mer- 
chants of Monmouth'fireet, and others. 

I leamM the following Particulars in«Relation to 
this Sale : The Armour in which die Ghoft of Ham^ 
ki makes its Appearance, as well as a certain Quan- 
tity of Arms, Drums, Trumpets, Colours, i^c. were 
pur^fed by the Son of a Change- Ally Broker, whofe 
Father having gainM immenfe Riches by ths Frauds 
of thatProfefllon, and having purchafed an Eftate and 
a fine S^t in the Country, the Goods before men- 
tioned are hung up in his Honour's Hall as the Tro- 
phies of his Anceflors :■ Richard the Third's 
Shield was bought by a Brafier, and is converted in- 
to a Pot-lead : The Crown and Scepter oi Harry 

the Eighth went off for old Iron. 

The following are Comedy Goods. — Two Tinfcl 
Suits of Ooaths, worn by Sir Courtfy Nks and Lord 
Fcffif^an^ which bore a pretty good Price,, but are 
not to be paid for till the Day of Marriage ; they 
were feen at Court the lafl Birth-night, and thofe 
who wore them were admired by the Ladies as the 
befldreft Perfons there. 

The Whiskers of Captain Hachim were purchafe d' 
by Commiflion for a Pcifoa of Condition, lately pre- 
fer'd to die Command of a Regiment, and will be lecar 
in Fyde-Park the next Review Day, to thc^ great 
Terror of the Spaniards, 

The old Roftrum ufed by Mark Antm when he 
harangues thcFopidacc upon the Death tA Julius Ca* 
far^ was purchafed, very cheap, by Orator Henley^ 
There was alfo a fmall Parcel of Thunder and 
Lightning, and a Shower of Snaw, the latter very 
fiiuch fo3*d, but Nobody bid for Uicm j -—i The Sea 

was 
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was ffj^d hj tbe Pound, at the common Price of W4fte 
Paper ; the Clouds are now hanging ap in Rag^Fair :■ 
—As to the Haiters in ^Ttmon of Athens ^ they were 
the only Things which the Players kept for their owtt 
Ufe. 

■ I . ^ Namjkjuvat infuh Umires, 

As the Converiation naturally turnM upon the Revo- 
lutions occa£onM by the A&. for regulating the Stage^ 
there was a Perfon in the Company that pretended ta 
very good Intelligence, who told us, that the Projec- 
tor of it, havine laid a Reftraint upon the Genius of 
others, was refolv*d to give a Loofe to his own, and, 
by the Afliftance of the Laureat and the Gaxetteers, 
had already written a Farce, of which, fome of the 
A^ors haying feen a Copy, it was their Opinion, that 
the Audknce would tear up the Benches, and throve 
them at their Heads, if they reprefented fuch damn'd 
StufFi but this did not difcourage him, for havine % 
Con^)any of Players in his own Pay, whom he haa 
always i^ to a£ting the moft fcandalous Parts, he in- 
toids to make them reprefent it upon a Stage of hit 
own : As I could give a hundred Inibmces of his being 
moll fcandaloufly ignorant of the Unities of A6Hon, 
Time, and Place, I fhall certainly write a Criticifn^ 
upon this Farce as foon as it appears, and, to prepare 
myfelf for it, have been refrdhing my Memory by 
reading over the beft Criticks, wh«i I don't doubt 
but I Siall convince the World, that he has the vfork 
Head for condti(5ting a Drama of any Perfon that 
ever meddled with the Stage. 

I take this Opportunity, likewife, of acquainting^ 
the Publick, that I intend fhortly to bring a Play up- 
on the S^^e myfelf, for I have be«i fbdying for le- 
veral Months how a Man that has a Talent to ridi- 
cule Vice and Folly may he fHll ufefol to his Coun- 
try, notwithllanding the Power pv^E by this A€t to 
the ChambedaiQ^ 

I remem- 
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I remember a noble Author hath iaid^ that wheir 
the Imaginations of ingenious Men are confined and> 
reftrainM by Power, and they find that it is not iafe 
fbr them to fpeak their Minds, they will have Re- 
courfe toBurlcfque, or Bufibonry, to exprefs what 
thev think.-—! have taken this Hint, and am re/blv*d 
to nold my Tongue, and yet I am determined to be 
devihfh Satvrical upon the Projedor, and to mawl the 
Licenfer of the Stage, as well as the Deputy Licen- 
fer, and alfo his Deputy ; all this (hall be done with- 
out a Word fpokc in my Comedy. — To let the Pub- 
lick into a Secret, my Play fhall be danced. 

rdoa*tdoubt but the Writers on the corrupt Side 
will atten^t to ridicule my Dancing, becauie it is- 
poffible they may have heard that I am a Cripple by 
the Gout; but I would have them to know, that 
tho* I am difi^led from the Pradice, I am deeper in 
the Theory than ever :— I am like an old General 
that can projefi the Operations of a Campaign, di^ 
Tc€t the Onler of Battle^ and advife how the Enemy 
may be attacked, tho* he is not able to take the Field 

in Perfon. To fpeak without a Figure, I hope txji 

make others dance, tho* I can'^t dance my fclf.- — I 
have, by long Study, compofed a Language for the 
Looks and Geftures ; and I don't doubt but, in a lit' 
tie Time, Motion wiU become as intelligible aa Words. 

It has been no fmall Mortification to me to find^ 
diat France hath carried the Vogue from all the World,. 

both fbr Politicks and Dancing. We have elfewhere 

obferv'd, that there is a Kind of Sympathy betwixt 
Politicks and Mufick ; the Relation betwixt Politicks 
and Dancing is (6 much (Wronger, that, without fbain- 
ing the Metaphor too high, we may fay, the prefent 
Cardinal Fieufy is a molt excellent Dancer : — All the 
World acknowledges his Superiority in this Science, 
by allowing him (contrary to the Laws of Dancing) 
to lead up every Dance in Europe, while they are 
humbly content to dance after him^ and think them- 

felves 
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felves very happy that he gives them Leave to pay the 
Fidlers. , 

The Plot of my Play, is well contrived j nor are 
the Incidents lefs diverting ; and I flatter myfelf that 
the Publick will think the Humour well workM up. 

My Deiign is, to bring the prefcnt Poflure of Af- 

&irs in Europe upon the Stage in a Political Dance ; 
Nive/on has rehearsed his Part« he dances a Cardinal 
very well : I have alfo written a Part for Mr. Lun, — 
The Parts of the German and Dutch Plenipotentiaries 
may be danced by any heavy A6brs, of which, I hope, 
the Houfe is not unprovided : The Part of the 

Prcje^tor may be performed by a Candle-fiiuffsr ; for, 
as he will have nothing to do but to bribe, to be bub- 
bled, and be kickM, it is only equipping a clumiy 
Fellow with a Bag of Counters, and the Bufinefs is 

done. ^The Title of my Play ftiall be, The Balance 

^Europe, tinth the corneal and di*verHng Blunders of 
Sacame the Weigh Mafier, 

This new Species of Comedy will certainly puzzle 
the Criticks. — As to my own Part, frnce I have taken 
Care te write all my Steps, Nods, and Grimaces ex- 
kftly according to the Rules of Ariftotle^ I may chal- 
lenge them to do their worft. The Licenfer wiK 

have nothing to fay to me, for I have taken the Opi- 
nion of Counfel leaned in the Law, and I have it tm- 
der their Hands, that I am neither within the Letter 
nor the Meaning of the A61. 

This Contrivance will jgo a great Way towards de- 
feating the Dodrine of Snuendo ; for fuppofe a Poet 
fhould bring an Aftor of a ridiculous Figure upon the 
^tage, fcratching his Head with one Hand, and pull- 
ing up his Breeches with another, what can a (peci^ 
Jury make of it ? 

The Cafe ilands thus : The Licenfer can reihain 
the Tongues of the Aftors, but they ftijl enjoy the 
free Ufe of their own Legs, their own Arms, and 
^ir own Mofides : If I five, and that LiberQr re- 
mains. 
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mains, Vice and Folly fhall not efcapc Satire. — ^ 
I have fome ^Repartees in my Play, which I think 
will (ling the bribed Party to the <3uick :— I proraife 
there (hall not be a Geihire or a Motion in the whole 
Piece but (hall be written on the Side of Vertue and 
Publkk Spnit; and I'll make every pretty Aftrefsia 
The Houie turn out her Toes for the Good of her 
Country. 

The Players liced not be under any Apprehenfion 
t)f fuflfering by afting my Play >— The Town will re- 
ceive^ with good Humour, any Thing diat is broueht 
upon the Stage unlicenred ; fo that I doift fear but 
both the Houle and myfelf will get a good Sum of 
Money by it. 

As to the little bufy Creature whom I once de- 
icribed under the Title of the dapper Hugomt, if he 
fhould thruil himfelf in, chargM with his Pocket Pif* 
tol, with Dedgn to infult the Audience, I have taken 
Care to provide for his Entertainment ; for I have 
«ontriv*d a Trap that ihall convey him out of Sight 
the Minute he ftands up in the Pit, which Trap mall 
-carry him under the Stage, where he fhall be met by 
ibme of Dodor Faufius*s Devils, who fhall beftow a 
little Difcipline upon him } after which, he fhall be 
rais'd above the Suge in a Machine, by another Trap^ 
and, in a proper Habit, be expofed to the Derifioa 
of the Galleries, with an Infcription over his Head 
ietting forth his Crimes, which, I hope, will cure him 
of the Itch of feeking Adventures, for tiie future, at 
the Thcaue. 



Saturday, 
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Saturday, Jan. 13, 1739. 

Wc mentionM, in our lail, that the Prqjeaor had 
written a Farce ; fince which, a C(^y of it was 
fent us by a Perfon to whom it was communicated. 
It muft be obfervM, that the Projedor, his Bro- 
ther, the Poet Laureat, and fixteen of the Gazet- 
4eer Authors, having joitfd all their Heads togc- 
^er, the following Piece was produced, and was 
-to have been aaed by the French Players, if they 
had continued here this Winter. 

USCENE^aPARIS. 

VECOIE de la POim^E: Ou, PAMAIQH 
re^ai Mtnifire. 

Parodie de la demiere Scene du Makde Imagimrf, 
De Moliere, 

Entre de Ballat, March de la Fa- 
liiu^iak, au Son des hiftrop* 

:>>lleaeursdeUJ?;r«>^; LesCoI- 
de la rhiutne; Les O^cieres de 
xa rq/te ; Les Commis de la Chambre dee 
Conies i Les Diredleurs des Cott^mesi Les Chapci- 
lains de la Cour ; le Dodeur Codex ; un Troup des 
Peniionaires ; le Poete Laureate ; la Merc OJkorm ; 
k Mylord Tamr^ ; le Chevalier Bilfy ; Maquejaua^, 
£fpions, Delateus^ entrant ks Premiers. 

Apres 
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Apres eux vicnnent, deux a deux, les Coromiflaires 
de toutes les Impofts ; puis les DoAeurs en Politique ; 
^ qui vont fe placer aux deux Cotez du Theatre. 

Le Prefident coifK d'une grande Perruque, feite 
de Billets de Banque frizez ; Ion Habit double de De- 
bentures de PJrmee^ avec dcs Parements de Billets de 
la Marine ; avec un Neud d*£paule compose du C6n- 

traft de la Banque, et du Contradt du Fourage : 

Une grande Bourfe, pleine des Guinecs, attachee a fa 
Cienture> qu*il diftribut a toute k Compagnie svant 
qu'ilprendia Place. 

Le Premier Dodeur habille en Harlequin j (en Ha- 
bit etant tout larde des Traites, des Preliminaires^ des 
Conventions, des Memoriales, Sec. &c. 

Le Prefident affis dans un Fauteauil-quieil a Mi- 
lieu, & fantalany qui doit eftre refeu Miniftre, fe 
place dans un Chaife pius bas. 

Ue SCENE ii at PARIS. 

The SCHOOL of POLITICKS : Or, PANTALON 
/ made a Miniiler. 

Bdng a Parody of the laft Scene of the Malade 
Imaginaire, of Moliere, 

TH E Scene opens nvith the Frocejpon of the Mi- 
nifterial Faculty , to the Sound of MuficL 
Uje ColleStors of the Cuftoms^ the Officers if the Pof- 
Office^ the Clerks of thi freafury^ the DireSors of ihe 
federal Companies y the Court Chaplains^ Do8or Codex, 
a Troop of Penfimers conf^ing of Perfons of all Pro- 
feffionsy the Poet Laureate Mother Ofbom, the Lord 
Fanny, the JOhevalier Billy, Pitnps^ Spia and In- 
formers^ tualkcrofs the Sti^e. 
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jififP thefe tnove^ Hvo fy tivo, the Commiffioners tf 
all the Taxes ; then the DoQors in Politicks ; *who 
place themfehes on each Side of the Stage, 

'The Pre/dent is dreft in a large Perriivig, made of 
Bank Notes curtd up ; his Coat is lined iJuith Army 
Debentures^ turrid up and trimnid lAjith Naiy Dehen- 
iures ; his Shoulder-Knot is made of the Bank Contrast^ 

nnd Forage Contrast : He has a large Purfe^ 

full of Guineas y tied to his Wafie^ 'which he dijiributes 
among the Company before he takes his Place, 

The firft Doctor is in the Habit of a Harlequin^ his 
Coat being loaded nAjith Treaties, Preliminaries, Con- 
mentions. Memorials, Sec, 

The Prejident is feated in an arnid Chair placed in 
the middle of the Stage i Pantalon, mjho is to he re- 
cei'v'd a Minifier, is plated upon a Jtnall Chair at the 
loujer End, 

The Rell being Latin, we fhall refer fuch of ow 
Readers as do not underftaud that Language, to the 
Vicar of the Pariih to tranflate it for them. 

Le Prejident, 

SAvantiffimi Doftores, 
Politici Profeffores, 
Qui hie affemblati eftis j 
Et vos altri Mefliorcs, 
Commiffionares et Colledlores, 
Inimici deles Tories; 
Atque tota Compagnia, 
Sit Vobifcum Harmonia 
Salus, Favor, et Argentum, 
Atque bonum Appetitum. 

Non poflum, Dodi Confreri, 
En moi fatis Admireri 
Qualis bona Inventio 
Elt Politica Profeffio, 
^ae, fuo Nomine folo. 

Vol. II. O Facit 
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Faclt a Jogo vivcre 

Tant dcs Gens omni Gcncre. 

Dunque il eft noftne Sapientise, 

Boni Senfus atque Prudendx^ 

Dc fortracnt travailliare 

A nos bene confervare, ** 

Et prendere Gaurdatn a noB recivm 

In noilro Corporc IndoQo 

Quam Perfonas incapabiles 

Et totas Dignas relnplilv 

Iftas Plafas honora biles. 

Ve(k pour cela, que muuc convocati cftis 

fit credo quod trouvabitis 

Dignam Materiam Mihiftri 

In Savanti Homine, que void^ 

Quern dono ad mterrogandum, 

£t a Fond Examinandum, 

Veibis incapacitatibus. 

Premier D^SIeur, 

Ei niihi Licentiam dat Dominus Pndes, 
Et tanti Dodli DoAorcs, 
Et Affiftantes Illuftres, . 
Au tres favanti CandidatOy 
■Quern eftimo et honoro, 
Demandabo Caufam et Rationem quare 
Argentum facit bene votare ? 

Pantalon, 

Mihi a dofto Doftore 

Demandatur Caufam et Rationem qua^j 

Argentum fecit bene votare } 

A quoi refpondeoi 

Quia eft in eo 

Virtus dormidvi, 

Cujus eft Natura 

Confciendam s^oupiit;* 

Chceiif, 
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Chceur» 

Bene, Bene, refpbndifli ; 
Dignus, Dignus, es intrare 
In noflro d^o Corpore. 

Second DoSfeur. 

Demandabo tibi, Do£^« Candi4ate> 
Quid, in Affkris Forinibus, 
Convenit facere ? 

Pantalon, 
l*rincipio Bravare, 
Poftea Goarantare, 
Enfuita Mediare. 

Chceur, 
Bene,. Bene, uffupra, 

Trojteme DoSieur, 
Mais fi duo Puiffances', 
Imperator et Holiandoifes 
Non volunt agreaue, 
<iuid Methodum trouvare i 

Pantalon, 
Cum Ambobus Traitare, 
Ambos Guarantare, 
Cum AmbobuS'Rumpare. 

^uatrieme DoSiekr. 
Demandabo tibi, Dofte Candidate, 
Si habes Expedim^ntuoi, 
Bene Probatum et Iqv^ntiu^* 
Tenere femper Cont^ttim 
Liberum noftrum ***** ? 

Placas multas donare, 
Poffc haranguare, 
£duita votare. 

O 2 Cinqukff^ 
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Cinfuiemt Do^itir. 



Sed fi P 

Eledhim fit male-contentum, 
Vult Miniftrum chaflerc. 
Quid illi facere ? 

PaMtaim. 
Hou(am bene purgare. 
Novas Pla9as creare» 
Poftea haranguare» 
Enfuita votara 

Sixjume Do£ieur. 

Do£le Domine Candidate, 
Propons tibi ad refpondendum. 
Quid eft nobis Sciendum, 
Si Diego non vult accommodare. 
Si Naviros vult plunderare 
Merchandos noilros maflacrare, 
£t Oreillos Matellorum Amputare ? 

Pantahn^ 

Flotam magnam ailerablare^ 
Poftea multo fanforonare^ 
Sub Poena Mortis Ordonare 
Admirallos de non battarc. 

Septiimi Doaeurl 

Demandabo tibiy Dedte Candidate, 
Quid ad £■ governandam* 

£t Animas noftras confervandam^ 
Trouvas a propos fecere ? 

Pantahn. 
Benefidum donare> 
Poftea confecrare, 
Enfuita tranflatare. 



HuitTemt 
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Huitieme DoSieun 

Super iftas Policial 
Dodus Candidatas dixit Miravillias : 
Mais, fi non ennuio Dominum Praefidem» 
Dodiflimum Facultatem ; 

Et totam honorabilem 

Companiam econtantem^ 
Faciam illi unam QucfHonero, 

Cum exercitu in Pace • 

Quid convcnit fecere ? 

?antahn» 
Soldieros Powderare, 
Officieros fiu: votare, 
Malvotantes cafliierare. 

Cheeur, 
Bene, Bene, refpondifti, &c. ut fufra, 
Le Prefident a Pantalon, 
Juras guardare Statuta 
Per Facultatem praefcripta. 
Sine Scnfu aut Jugeaniento ? 

Pantalon, 

Juro. 

Le Prefident, 
Eflcre, in Omnibus 
Debatis et Qucftionibus, 

Meo Avifo, 
Aut bono, aut maavaifo ) 

Pantalon. 
Jaro. 

Le Prefident, 

Dc non jamais fervire 

Miniftris aucunis 
Quam nobis pnefaitibus 
^ O 3 Pro 
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Pro Amicis noilris providentibus. 
La Nation dut clle crevare, 
£t tota Eurtfa abimare ? 

Pantalon, 
Juro. 

Le Frejldent^ 
Ego, cum Jbono Stipendio, 
Dono tibi, et concedo, 
Vktutem et Puiflanciam 

Traitandi, 

Guarantandi^ 

Mediandi. 



Kuinandi, 
Dominandi, ' 
Iinpune per totani Nadonem. 
Les Excifemen, Commiifionaires, hfc, miennent fifirt 
la Reference en Cademe a Pantalon. 

Pantalon, 
Miniilres Emmcnentiffimi, 
Tuaue Praefcs prudentiiSme, 
Ce fcroit, fans Doute, a moi Chola folia, 

Inepta et ridicula> 
Vobis Louangeas donare. 
Qui non Louangeas defervatts. 
Nee d'etre blaxnati curatie, . 
Dummodo bene mar^eatis, 
Et Pla9as veilras pofedetis ; 
Agreate que, avcc meo Voto, 
Pro toto Remerciamento, 
Rendam Gratiam Corpori tarn Dofto 5 

VoUs 
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Vobis, Vobis debeo 
Bien plus que a Naturae, et a Patri mso. 

Natura, et Pater meus, 
Duncium me habent fadlum ; 
Mais vouz (ce que eft bien plus^l 
Me havetis factum Miniftrum, 
Qui hoc in Corpore, que voila, 
Jxnprimat Reientimentum 
Quod durera tant que meum Employmentum. 

Chasur, 
Vivat, vivat, cent fbis vivat, 
Novus Miniftrus, qui tain bene refpondit, 
Mille, Mille Annis, et mangeat, et parlet, 
£t parlet, et negotiet, et bibet. 

X« Commiflaircs, Uc. dan/ant au Son Jts Ifii^ttmrnti' 

Fmnier Do^eur. 

Puifle toti Ann! 

Luy ef&re bonj> 

£t £ivorafailes, 

£t non habere jamai 

Qaam courtos Seffiones 

Fanras Oppofitiones, 

£t jsagnas Acquifitione?^ 

Exeunt Onmes, 

dfigku Away with thcia all. 



O 4 Satur- 
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Saturday, Jan. 20, 1759. 



Divide i^ imfera. 

J HE Union of a People among them- 
fcK'es, has been ever found their 
ftrongeft and fureft Support ; it has not 
only onabled fome very fmall States to 
^ \tiik the moft potent Empires, but it 
lias alfo raifed them to a flitch of Great- 
r\t{%^ whichi in their Turn, rendered them formid- 
able. 

There are few Inflances of Conquers &)m without, 
where inteftine Divifions have not firft opened a Way 
to the Arms of the In^oaders \ and there is not one 
iingle Example of Domejlkk ^yramtf^ which does not 
owe its Ri;e to this Caufe. If the Multitude were 
tinttedy it would not be poilible for their Enemus to 
prevail againft them ; the Friends of Opprejfion can ne- 
ver be more than a Party^ and they can only fucceed 
by dividing thofe into Parties^ whofe tolleBed Stret^^ 
would prove too powerful for them to conquer, liiis 
Truth is fo clearly demonftrable, that it gives us the 
fuff ll Teft by which to try the different DeJ^ns of 
iUen, and to mark out the Invaders from the Friends 
of Libertyi^ 

Thofe who would knit together Ae Members of a 
Communitjt mufl funely mean the Sufport of the nvhole^ 
it isim^oj/ihle to fuppofe the contrary ^ untefs we can firft 
iuppofe, that they, who are iviekcd enough to wi(h the 
Ruin of a People, will be weak enough 10 employ fop 

that 
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^hat End the only infallible Means of Publick Safety 
and Prefervation ; this Way to Deftrudion would, 
indeed, bey?m«g:fA roundabout. But let us fuppofe, 
for once, the Faa to be true, what can follow from 
it ? There can be but this one Confequence, that a 
Teople ihall enjoy the Good that 'was not intended for 
them, by a haff^ Blunder in Thofe who laboured for 
nvorfe Purpofes. The Champions of Liberty will there- 
fore receive all as Friends who engage in xktfame 
Caufe, and purfue the feme Meafures ; they will know 
no other DifiinBiony they will endeavour to abolilh all 
others y nor luffer Tlsofe to be difunited by Names ^ whofe 
Vienus and Interests are infeperably joined. Biit the 
"Plotters for Arbitrary Power muft make ufe of an 
other Manner of a&ing^ as totally different from this^ 
as is the Purpje for which it will be employed. 

^0 divide thofe tvho are to be deftrorfdy is the oldefi and 
the moft uni'verfallyfraQifed Maxim of Tyrants, and is 
^ vifibly calculated for its deteftalk Endy that it is it- 
lelf a Demonilration of the Defign. A Stratagem fa 
well known, and fo often broujght into Execution, one 
fhould think would be hardly fufficient to imfo/e ftill 
upon the World-, but the Fa£tis otherwife, the Device 
^\\\ fucceeds, nor fhould I be furprifed if fome trui 
fious Q.nd/age Difvines would confbue its repeated and 
wonderful Succefles into a miraculous Effect of the 
Hand of Providence, ejiablijhing and fufporting che D/- 
vine Right of Kings ^ 

But this Maxim is not confined alone to the Service 
of croxvn^d Heads', jt may eoually ferve for every 
Scheme of Poiver in all the fubordinate Spheres of Go- 
'Vrmment, and be employed to fecure an unjuft Mono- 
poly of Authority and Wealth to an ambitious and rapur 
iious Minifter. Such a Man under monarchal Gs^vert:^ 
tnent, wiU fir ft feparate the King from his People, but 
chiefly from ^ofe who ^r/? deferve Favour, that he 
Vnay engrofs it intire to him/el/'; he will *it;^<2;&^« and r/- 
move all the natural Supports of the 7'^rp;/f, and fubfti- 
O s tute 
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tute De'vices and Expedients of his o^n in their Stead, 
to which no other Minrfter would defcend. When 
this is done, he will eafily prove every other Man 
unfit to fupply his Place^ he will fhew how effential he 
knd his Finv^r are to the Security of M^z/ v/hich. Jeans 
'wholly xtpontkem^ and from thence deitionftrate that 
every Aflault on him threatens Ruin to the eritife Fa- 
brick. 

Thusrivetted and fecured he will forih a Tarty fcf 
him/elf f of Mo/^, who by the ^Feaknefs of their Under- 
fiandingSy the ^^ecejjity of ^heir Circumjlances^ and th6 
J^eanefs and Depravity of Aelr tTeatts, are thfe eafiell 
hribed into any Meafures, are the moft obfequioits hfiru- 
hents in the Execution of them, 'zrid will ever regain thfe 
hofl entire^ dependent on his Adminifirationy as bein^ 
the ufifitiejl to be employed in aiiy other. Thus he {haH 
conii^fe a chofen People from th'6 iToor, t^e Dull, and 
the fr?rW,'lmt wfth S^echrttarh^tant SLtidJu^ple, ihii.6 
ihsLt/a'vour*dXjineration*s oi^vv^him We i'ead in tfley2^ 
?r/i/ 5/o/y. 

'feo/Q- who wear the Jl)^z>fe of ^*8 Political ileprdba- 
l^on, the )?ri7'v^, Witff^i/e, and the HoW/?, he Will en- 
deavour 'to "rttidcT fujficious to itie Multitude, and to 
each other ; he will rmve among 'them arltient afid ix^^ 
pleded Prejudices ; he will Tright^ tteWeak and th^ 
Credulous, v/it)}/ahled j^fparitiohs'6f ^ tohg finCC dit^ 
parted spirit ; te Vill iihpiitie \6fishe, kmbiaous DeJ^s 
, zxidfe^'ini(r€fiedVie''jjs diflindl f]ron\m'e common'ObjeSli 
t,o others, tlie I^iftd%es and 3fei7w <5f ft[^ir Ttf«/^, as if 
£>T«ri in Judgment Wer^ tfeijlr t6 t>fe aittiended by 
fucceeding KefleSliqn TJid £xfenehce, Prejudice ^ Edu^ 
cation neVer tobeg6t thfe Wttcr 6f by Vr«//& and f«« 
lightened Reafen, ftcoft^ed With fVtty o^her poWerfui 
Motive of j?wrtfi/r, yujtice, kud jh'tHrefi^ ; atnd, laftty, 
^ if k rt//j/ Merdtion'o£CircumfiaHces'x:6\Mtiot ithder 
/^«/ glaringly Criminalii oneTme, Which,. 2»)e an ^/^, 
miglit have worha.jrUkej^*:^wr^lJ/r JSffiiirimce^ 
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But if there fhould be ow, who, by the Felicity of 
his Birth djui Education^ wascariy entered in the^/^r/- 
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Mr. Common Sbnse^ 

I Have belonged to the Sea Service above five and 
thirty Years^ have been in feven Engagements, five 
1 imes wounded, and once taken Prifoncr. The Suf- 
ferings I mention I think of with Pleafure, and am 
willing to ferve my Country with the kft Drop of my 
J^lood. But fome Hardihips of another Nature which, 
we Seamen have of late Years been fubjeft to I can- 
not but exprefs with fome Refentment and Indigna- 
tion ; and that is, our being fo frequently taken into 
Service, and every now andlhen diicharged with fa 
little Regard and Decency tlm we are not ufed even 
with Common Humanity. Thefe Hardfhips which I 
have too oft feen and furred, have led me to refle6i on 
the little Encouragement given to the Navy, compar- 
ed with the Advantages attending the Land Service. 

That our Fleets are the Honour, the Defence, ths 
Strength o^ Great Briiam^ the S*»ppor^ of our l>ade» 
the Dependaoce of our Friends, and the Terror of our 
Enemies^ nobody will difpute : Apd yet the Perfons 
to whom thefe great Advantages are owing, are con- 
iidered in the moil mean and delpicable Light. Wheir 
a Man has fpent the beil of i^ Time in the Dangers 
and Hardfhips a Sea Life is^ways expofed to, and 
has had all the Succefs as to Preferment which that 
Service allows, the greateil Reward he can hope for is 
(as a-Commiilioner or a Flag) an Appointment of £ve 
or fix Hundred Pounds a Year; and that only for Ten 
or a Dozen Perfons out of fo great a Number, fiat 
what is all this to the Number and Salaries of Colonels 

tto defcend no lower) Brigadeers, Major-Generals, 
lieutenant-Generals, Governors of EMnhorougb^ Tortfr 
mouthy Tlymouth^ HuUy Gibraltar j Port-Mahon, and 
allthelflands, Caftles, Forts, ^r. oflefeConfiderati- 
on. Add to all this the Court- Preferments enjoyed 
by the Gcndcmen of the Army ; as Secretary of State, 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen of the Bed- Chamber, Equerries, Pages of 
. Honour, and fo on. , Whereas there are not thi^e Peo- 
'pie belonging to the Sea Service who have any other 
'Preferment in the whole Adminiftration than th«ir 
Pofts in the Navy, or relating to it. I will be bold to 
fay, that one Man now in Employment, by multi- 
plying Preferments, has an Income double to what the 
Sakries of all the Admirals joined together at this 
Time amount to. A Stranger that fhouTd obferve this 
would believe, that it is the Army that is the Strengtk 
andHonour of the Nation, that it is They who de- 
fend our Trade and awe our Enemies,, and not the 
Fleet. 

It puts my Blood into a Ferment to hear the Ufe of 
a Standing Army extolled by the venal Tongues of 
Court Favourites. I know no other Ufe thefeLand- 
Locufts are of to the Publick but to opprefs their 
Quarters,^ harrafs the Country by their Marches, in- 
iuTt the Gentry whofe Elbtes pay their Subfiftancc, 
awe the Boroughs, influence Eltdiions, and make the 
People uneafy and difafFedled. Thefe Broom-S^t icks 
(for from their Ufe they may juftly be fo ftiled) are fit 
for nothing but Rods for the People'is Backs. It was 
an excellent Obfervation of the prefent Cardinal dji 

fleury The Englijh Fleet awes their Enemies j their 

Army themfelves. 

When ill Ufage has driven half our Seamen mto 
Foreign Service, the Nation will, too late, be fenfiblc 
which ought to be moft refpeded and encouraged, the 
gaudy Butterflies or the rough honeft Tarrs. 

Sampson Mainmast. 
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Satitrday, Jm. 27, 1739. 

To the Author if Common S£nse. 

SIR, 

Have lately read, with the greateftSa- 
tisfaftioh, the Account printed in our 
publkk Papers of the figwd Viaory 
obtained by his Majcfty*s Hamverian 
Troops over the banes^ notwidiftand- 
Jngthe great Inequality of theNnm- 
bers ; the Danes being at Icaft Imrty, and the Ham- 
'verians at tnoft live hundred Men ; the Danes having, 
moreover, the important Fortrefs of tteinhorft to pro- 
ted, and the Counfels of€ounfellor;^<'^^CTi^ to di- 
rect them. 

As the beft Account of this great Aftion is in the 
toaiy Gakiiteer of the ^cth of Dtcemher iaft,^hich 
N(^>ody reads, I will, tor the Satrsfeftion of tte ca- 
rious, tranfcribe Jt from tlience. 

•* Hamyi/er, December the 1 2th, O. S.— On die 
^' 4fh liiflant a Detachment of HanovErians, confiJt- 
«' ing of Jive Ijuhdred 'Men, *imh fwo TieU-Pieces^ 
*• marclVd to take Poffeffion of the Territory of Stein- 
'• horft, which belongs to the Privy Counfellor JiTifi/- 
*^ ilfrkop, wherein were ppfted thirty Dragdons in the 
** Service 6f the 'Sliwg of Denmark. The Colonel 
** who commanded the Detachment no fooner arriv- 
** ed, but he fent a Lieutenant to the Danijh Captain 
** in the Caftle to acquaint him, that he was come 
*V?with Oders to take Poflcffion of it, aq^^ if ^^ re- 

•♦ fufcd. 
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mtiie, no lefs than a thoufand Pounds a Year ; and in- 
dlunable, as to the Dominium fupremum, as it is a 
Check to the Northern Powers : But the Title being 
pretty intricate and doubtful, his Majeily bought it a 
Pennyworth of the Duke of Holfttin^ the laft Time he 
vifitcd his German Dominions, paying, I think, no 
more than thirty thouiand Pounds for it. 

1 have met with fome timerous People,, who appre- 
hend ill Confequences from this Afiair. The King 

of Denmark^ (lay they) incens'd at this Treatment, 
-will certainly throw himfelf into the Arms oi France^ 
which hath, for fome Time, been endeavouring to 
engage him, as well as other Northern Powers, pro- 
vinonally in her Interefts, to facilitate her future 
Schemes of Power and Greatneis.— — Nay, mere, 
((ay they) the King of Denmark may probably refent 
this upon Hanover itfelf, and march a confiderable 
Body of Troops there ; in which Cafe, Hanon;er will 
cxy out, Muftker ! call upon England for Help, and 
we may be obliged to fend more Fleets to the Baltick^ 
and be ingaged in a War upon Account of a difput- 
ed Pofleffion, too inconfiderable even for a Law-Suit. 

But thofe who talk in this Way are but /hallow 

Politicians, and have not an adaquate Notion of the 
Strength and Importance of our Foreign Dommions, 
or of the Goodnds of thofe Proofs. — On the contrary, 
it Teems evident to me, that the King of Denmark will 
think twice before he engages in Meafur^s difagrec- 
able to that State, whofc Strength, Courage, and 
Conduft he hath of late fo fenfibly experienced ; but 
ihould he take any rafh and inconfiderate Step,. Ha- 
nover alone is more than a Match for him, and England 
neither can, nor will be en^ged if) ^{ (parrel ; and 
efpccially at a Time that our Expeiiefi^-and Fleets are 
. employ 'd in obtainii^g ample, Jlepaiatie^ for our Mer- 
chants; and i\xX\xrc Seoirity for oitr 'frade, which> it 
may be, is not quite yet accomplifhcd. 

Upon 
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Upon this Occafion, give me Leave, Sir, to fugged 
to vou my Thoughts, upon the Luftre and Advantage 
which England receives from being fo happily an- 
nexed to his Majclly's German Dominions^ in Anfwer 
to the vulgar Prejudices too commonly entertained 
againd them. 

While £«?iiw/ was unconnefted with any Domi- 
nions upon the Continent, wc had only our Fleets to 
prevent, and refill Infults from other Powers v where- 
as, by our happy Union with Hanover y we have a 
Body of above twenty diouland Men, mojl excellent 
Troops y to aft wherever we think proper, without the 
kail Danger or Expence to £»^Ai»</» by which too, 
particularly, we bricUe the North. 

The Dutchyof Bremen]^ of infinite Advantage to 
England^ as it fupplies us with great (Entities of Lin- 
pen both for Home Confumption, and Re-exportation, 
to the great Eafe of our Lkmen Manufitfturers, who 
would otherwife l)e obliged to make ten Times the 
Quantity they do now. 

Hanover may be likewlfe of Ufc to ns by its Exam- 
pie, /mce there can not be a ftrpnger Inftance of the 
Advantages arifing to a Country, Irom a wife and fru- 
gal' ^dminiftration, than the great Improvements of 
that Eleftorate under the fucceffive Governments of 
his late and his prefent Majefty. 

The whole Revenues of the Ele6lorate, at the Time 
of his late Majefty's Acceflion to the Throne of thefc 
Realms, did not.amount to more than three hundred 
thoufand Pounds a Year, and yet, foon afterwards, 
the confiderable Purchafc of Bremen and Ferden were 
made for above five hundred thoulands Pounds Ster- 
ling. Not Idftig after this, the Number of Troops in 
the Eleftorate was raisM much above what it was be- 
fore thought ^able to maintain, and hath continued 
ever fmce upon that high EflabUfhment. 

Since his prefent Majefty's Acceflion to the Elefto- 
rate, feveral Acc[uifitions liave alfo been made, and 

the 
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the very lad Tkftc hisMajcfty vifited thofe Dominions 
he bought in, at the Priee of above a hundred thou- 
Iknd Pounds, the Rcvenaes of the Poftage of the Elec- 
torate, which was an hawiitary Gnnit to the Counts 
of Plattn : And in JfigMfl lift his Majefty conclud- 
ed the Purchafe, and paid above th'rty thw/eaid Pmmdi 
fat the FOrtrefe and Eftatcs of Sninhcrft, So that. 
Upon the Whole, notwithftandSng that the Expcnccs 
for the current Serrioe of the Year equal, at leaft, the 
Revenue of the Ele^rate, y«t, by a pradcart and fili- 
al Matiageihefir, a MiUku ^terhng at feaH hath bcea 
kid out, oterAtid above, in new Acquifitimis. 

If fttch fiwpd Means had been purfbed, we'fhould 
have been in a better Condition than weare now.— • 
I cattttot help i«:o«i1*ieiidili| to the Ad.. hene^ 

tb ibUow the Example of i£eir &>-iii4«Bfetliiien, to 
have Spirit enough to aa:, aad Frugality enevgh to 
put the Nsttion in a Condition of doing it« 

lam^ Sir, 

ANCto-GisRMAiiieirsr 



FINIS. 
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iDJreJes, ttifiory of, a Sooifi calhi, A Cl»rA3ify 
of it, i6,-^'Addreps, ihi lf(tt»re tf ihim, 37, 



^^.'^an extraordifuir^ em to ^roUSw Rkhkrd, 
39, 40. 
Adultery, Mi/chiefs occaJMd hy it, IA2 to 144. 
Ann, ^w/, Inftances of lit Generofity^ 4^*47« 
Jr/i^^ a Di/couffi ufon U, 6oto6j. 

Bacoti (ftufty) his Zetter, 56 /to 60. 

Bag-fife 9 affeSs the North Britons, 2 1 4. 

haiance, tbat^of the Conjiitution^ iht Jmi^tiince of ^re- 
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Britain (Great) compared to Athens, 15,16. 

C. 

CMe/im, an EhMm of a hBrnfiir, 129. 

Cat-cal, a Dijfe^atim upon it^i^ to 1 02. 

CleoTZ, her CffOraOery I JO. 

ComeHiatu (French) a t>ifiourf^ ufm thefn ±16 to Z2U 

Contempt, National, fatal, i^i, 

€onftitationy Engltfli, 'wherein defeShve, 69 to 73. 

Content, Daughter ^Oeconomy, 256. 

Cookery, ftudied by Men cf^aUfy, 1 1. 

Craftsman, Author ff^ a Di^nck ofhim, 23. 

Demofthcncs, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INDEX, 

D. 

Demofthenes, his third Oratimi upon PhUip'j infultmg 

the Athenians, 1/^7. 
DiJfertatioH upon Parties ^ a Rotation ft-om it, 2Z27 
Dialogue, Ohfervatims upon that Sort of Writing, 228. 

. — upon a Jfufid one in the Gazetteer, 229. 
Di'verjiens, puhiick, the Necejfity of takis^ Care of them, 

1 23. — their EffeQs^ 1 24.— //Jf Creatures ofFaJhion^ 

125. 
Dudley (Robert) Earl^Lcice&tTf his Charaffer, 102. 
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Fabius Maximas, a Comparifon hetwixt him and a 
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Fajhion, whitKi de/cended, 27^'^.*^ Its Prevalence, Ibid. 
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Gazetteer, Authors of^ /(BPwcy and impeHinent^ 31.—^ 
their Satire a Troof of Merit, 32. — unluchf in their 
A^ications ofUifiory, 34> 35- 

Cooks, theatrical, a Sale of them, 282. 

Govemit^ with the People, the Wifdom of that Maxim ^ 
132. 
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Hanoverians, their great ViSotyover the Danes, 302. 

'^Remarks upon it, 303, 304. 
Hanover, its Advantages to England, 305. 
Honcfty (Common) his Letter to Common Scnfe, 195, 

204. 
Honoria, her CharaSer, III. 
Hugonot, Dapper, his Behaviour at the French PU^, 
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Ingenua, her Letter upon her dejign^d Marriage, 145 to 

150. 
Inoculation of Nofes, Objections againft it, 104 to 108. 
Intereft, a Difcour/e upon the propofed KeduBion to 3 per 

Cent, 21 /9 31. 
Ju^e, Qualifications necejfaryfor me, 240. 
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Place-Men, 4heir Maxims, 80, 
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Wettty, Daughter c/Oecotiowys 256. 
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Tully, his Definition of a Commonnvealtb, d'] ,^^comfarti 

lAjith the Englilh Conftitution, Ibid. 
7««^, Pyrrhic, its EffeSs^ 212. — a certain one ^ piafd 

on the Fife, affeSis the Swifs, 214. — a Profofal for 

flaying it here. Ibid. — See Mufick. 
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Ukion, a Scheme for hrifiging it about, 103, 104.' — jid-. 

tuantages arifingfrom it, 2()6. ^-^ Arts of thofe that aim 

to defiroy it, 297 to 299. - 
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War^ an Exhortatiin to enter opon it, j^ .^-^not the fre^ 

fent Defign o/* France, 165. 
Wild, -(Jonathan,) hisLife and Charaffer, 275 /*279. 
Wifdom defined, \^%, 
Wit, re/ated to Common Senle, 253. 
JFords, their true Ufe, 187. 
Writers, politic4ly their Duty ivhdt, 40.*— /Ae msnifie-- 

- rial defpifedhy the Publicity 'i'^±,-^thefrpoorJrtifices,. 

' Ibid, to 1^6, '-^Remarks upoAone if tkkir Papie/s, 
1 3 6, I \o:-~^htir '^Afut^Reafomng expofed^ 1 69, alfo 

< 1 y^.^-'-^heir Abufes xf Patriots, ^205 . 



The Reader is to obferve that the following Papers 
axe defignedly- omitted in this.ColledUon, the Sub- 
je£b of them not being of generaj Ufe, mix, April z(^^ 
3uh%<^, September-^),^ December ^o. 
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